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Photo number 
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Town Spr ingf i e ld 

I u^Address \ y^^^ Strtinl^ 

l - H i s t o r i c Name r..i-1Pr ;̂ nH P n r t p r Rlnnkfr^^t^ 

' original owner; ̂  . and Porter Company 

I 
Use: Present nnmmercial 

I 
Orig ina l commercial 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1894 

SKETCH MAP 
Shaw property's location i n relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 

Source SPR 12-29-94 p.io' 

Style Panel Brick 

Architect F.S. Newman 

Exterior wall fabric brick, cast stone 

Outbuildings none 

Major alterations (with dates) 

parapet^Young Co. insignia^ 1923 

Moved no Date 

- Approx. acreage one acre or less 

Recorded by Ed Lonergan, ed. by Candace Jenkins Setting urban context; adjacent to 

Organization c • <;-i^u-4- • ^ • • produce exchange and railroad yard.  5 —Springfield Historical Commission L 2 ' 

Date 1977 

Assessor's Map 316 
UTM Reference: 18/699110/4664220 
Springfield South Quadrangle(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and ' . 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community.) 

The Cutler and Porter Block is adjacent to the Produce Exchange. The two buildings 
are visually integrated by their red brick construction and by the 20th century 
application of yellow paint to trim. 1894 design elements include window treatments-
segmentally arched on the west side, and round arched on the facade top story. Overlaid 
on this i s a 20th century remodeling by the Young Company which includes an elaborate 
parapet, linking of the second and third story windows in the center bay with the 
Young Co. insignia above, and glass block windows at the ground floor. The composite 
is one of the most elaborate designs for a manufacturina block in the survey area, 
and i t s best example of ^^"modernization 

HISTORICAL SIGNIGICANCE ' ' ' ' " A 

The Cutler and Porter Block possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials and workmanship. I t is significant for associations with several local 
industries, especially the W.F. Young Company, manufacturers of medicines. 
Additionally, i t i s a well designed block which integrates elements of i t s original 
1894 design with 1920's remodelings by the Young Company. I t meets c r i t e r i a A & C 
of the National Register of Historic Places. 

The Cutler and Porter Company was established in 1880 as wholesale dealers in boots, 
shoes, and rubber goods. They contracted with F.S. Newman, a prominent 
Springfield Architect, to design this block for their use and i t was completed in , . 
1894. W.F. Young occupied half of this block in the 1920's. They are listed as 
manfacturers of proprietary medicines and are best known for a product named 
Absorbine Jr.. They remain there today. 

Cutter and Porter, established in 1880, was incorporated in 1907 by Leroy Z. Cutler 
and W. P Porter. They moved to the location in 1894, remaining here u n t i l 1913, 
when the ground floor was leased to Fairbanks, Morse and Ctt; a large manufacturer 
of gasoline and o i l supplies. 

The building is perhaps better known for i t s association since 1923 with the W.F. 
Young Co.. Starting in 1981, W.F. Young began blending rare herbs and medicants for 
the r e l i e f of horse's pains. With the success of horse liniments. Young realized • 
there would probably be a market for human pain remedies too. Thus began the line 
of Absorbine and Absorbine Jr. for which the company became famous. 

Young moved to Springfield from Meriden, Connecticut. His f i r s t laboratory was \ , 
his home on Amherst Streeet. I t then moved to Monmouth St., in 1909 to Temple -, -
St. and in 1923 to i t s current Lyman St. address. 
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^ATrONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

M f 4 StatM 
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EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

Cutler and Porter Block (Downtown Springfield MRA) 
Hampden County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Working N4. Z i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
F«d. R«fl. Dat*:.^ 
Date Dy / Afyf ^ -/ AJ^ST^^ 

Action: ACCEPT. 
rasubmission 
nomination by parson or local govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
appaal 

Substantiva Raviaw: sample request 

^ RgTllRM / ^-A ^A 
R E J E C T 

Federal Agency: 

•" appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Data 

aee continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: 
technical corrections cited beiow 

^ _ s u b s t a n t i v e reasons discussad below 
1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Descr ip t ion 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. Descr ip t ion 

l ( « k j i 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

I t l | « W l 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
Clarity 
-epplicable c r i te r ia 
jus t i f i ca t ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of in tegr i ty 

to significance 
Just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

A 1 0 - O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

1 1 , F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
I p'O^a^y arttfun Via at i ta IS' 

. KMMnai » n r — toc«-

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed natP / t / v z - Z f ^ Phone: 202 272 - 3504 

Comments for any i tem may be con t inued on an at tached sheet 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a 
(7-81) EXP;. |i7/3l/84 
United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Regis ter of Histor ic P l a c e s 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 3 -̂ f 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Downtown Springfield Multiple Resource Area  
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Reviev/ Date/Signature 

.'21. cutler and Porter Block ^ s p e r 0 ^ / . - ^ ^ ^ ^ — ^ > 

Attest 

22. Produce Exchange Building ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ e ^ j ^ f l f ^ p e r Q i u L ^ ^ - . . . A ) ^ V ^ V ^ , ^ 

_Attest 
' , ; j aihabftol^^ Bevlew Eef ermined Eligible / 7^ 7~" 

^ i^' 23 Edisonia Theater Block*^^ ' " TTppnpp— A, / [yAj^ I jr/fiM 

DOE/OWMER OBJECTLONL ̂ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ A ^ l ^ ^ /̂//̂ /̂  
Attest 

-̂ 24. Baystate Corset Block ifaferea I n t l W ^ ^feeper 0<UA^- ' - ' -^L. .^^y^ V ^ > / ^ 3 
ilaticnal le^lstar 

Attest 

25. Smith's Building g^^^gtantlve, H&vlem Keeper L i ^ A i u A t j J ^ ^ / ^ 

Attest 
„ , • ., „ , Xfetermined Et±f4*l« • 

^26. Y.W.C.A. Building fi^tisa Ea.vla« ^ y ^ ^ x X ^ ^ z . , / 7 / ; ^ / ^ 
DOE/OWNER OBlFniinM /i?rf(.i^/^f^fl.v^^ ^/^^/^ DOE/OWNER OBJECTION 

Attest 
O T 

Attest 

r,-, Fitzgerald's Stearns Entered In the ^ ^ u / p ' , 
Square Block Hational Beglster fKeeper ^ ^ ^ . M ^ y - ^ ^ ^ d - y ^ ^>V^-3 

Attest 

^ 9 . Tr in i ty Bloc. ^ ' " ^ f i ' S ' S L ^ ^ ^ - P - ^ . ^ / / i 

Attest 

'30. Kellogg's Envelope Block . Keeper ^ 

— ' Attest 
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Fed. Reg. 
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Act ion: i r X c C E P T 
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owner object ion 
appaal 

Substantive Review: . ^ s a m p l e request 

Federal Agency: 

appeal N R decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Cr i ter ia 
Reviewer 
Diacipline 
Date 

aee continuation sheet 

• Nomination returned for: . technical corrections cited beiow 
.substantive reasons discussad beiow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4. O w n e r of Proper ty 

5. L o c a t i o n of L e g a l D e s c r i p t i o n 

6. R e p r e s e n t a t i o n in E x i s t i n g S u r v e y s 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations integrity 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
comple teness 
Clarity 
-applicable c r i t e r i a 
j us t i f i ca t i on of areas 

checited 
relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
context 
re lat ionship of i r i tegr i ty 

to signif icance 
j us t i f i ca t i on of except ion 
other 

9 . Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

1 3 . O t h e r 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concerning th is nominat ion may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone; 202 272 - 3 5 : 












