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The Providence Street Historic District

ryl DEC 2 6 199
Area Letter Form numbers in this Area

ER 1889 - 1898

Towmn Worcester
Nare of Area (if any) Providence Street

Historic District

Present U residential

Genera Date or Period ca. 1926-1930

General Condition good to excellent

Acreage 1-39 Acres

Recorded by Michael Steinitz

Organization fo”™ MHC

Date December 1988

includes 10 residential buildings and

7 period garages. Its boundaries follow the historic subdivision boundaries

of the 10 building lots of the district.
by the grounds of the Worcester Girls'
defined by a service alley and the
Woodford Street buildings. The west
district is occupied by Gaskill Field,

To the north the district is bounded
Club. To the east, the boundaries are

lines shared vith those of

side of Providence Street opposite the
a school athletic field. The buildings

on Providence Street immediately south of the district have seen widespread
alterations, and no longer retain their architectural integrity.

Contributing/Non-contributing status

Buildings: 16 CB, INCH

UM REFERENCE A 19/269640 /4 680800
B 19/269670/4680620
C 19/269640/4680610
D 19/269610/4680790
UGS QUADRANGLE Worcester South
SCALE 1; 25,000



NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Providence Street Historic District possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling ardassociation. I t 1 ssignificant

as a representative subdivision of stylish three-deckers built i nthelate
1920s on thecity's East Side, and as a neighborhood initially occupied primari]
by mi ddle-class Jewish families who relocated here from older, inner-city

nei ghborhoods. The houses of theProvidence Street Histcric District also
represent an unusually well-preservedcollection of buildings of Craftsman

and Colonial Revival design, one of theoutstandingsurviving groups of hcuses
from t helast phase of local three-decker construction. The Prcvidence Street
Historic District thus neets criteria A and C of theNational Register of
Historic Places on thelocal level.

ARHTECTIRAL S GNHCANCE  Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate i n terns of
other areas within the community.
The three-deckers of t heProvidence Street Historic District represent an
outstanding rowof impressively sited, well-detailed, and remarkably preserved
houses. Toget her, these houses form a particularly dramatic streetscape from
the last phase of Craftsman/ Colonial Revival style three-decker design i n the
city. Wthin thedistrict, 127-139 Providence Street are set atop steeply
sloping front yards that enhance further thevertical dimensions of their forms.
O thetenthree-deckers of thedistrict, only one, 139 Providence Street, has
lost T tsintegrity due totheapplication of nodern siding. | ngeneral, the
houses of thedistrict reflect well thesimpler, rectilinear massing of local.,
three-decker construction of the 1920s. The seven houses of 127-129 Providence
Street arenearly identical i ndesign. Al |l have hi proofs and asym metrical
facades with projecting, three-tier porches capped by gables with d-.anond-paned
lights i nthepedi ments. The porches ar e supported by square colums, and
feature arched openings i nthefirst tier, peaked openings i nthese.:ond, and

( CONTI NUED)
HSTARCAL SANFH CANCE  Explainhistorical inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel opment of ot her areas of the community.

3y thelate 1920s, suburban three-decker devel opment had extended south along
the Providence Street corridor to subdivision lots that faced Gaskill Field,
the athletic field of Wrcester Acadeny. Hr.s a rowof stylish three-deckers
were built between 192 6 and 1930, probably all by t he Damorman Buil ding Conpany.
The houses attracted a group of mi ddle-class Jewish families, many of whom,

|l ocated here from theolder, established Jewi sh neighborhood on |ower Providence
Street on thenorth side of Grafton Hill. I n 1930, four of thehouses i n the
Provi dence Street Historic District, 129, 131, 135 an 137 Providence Street,
‘vere owmed by Hyman Zive, a realtor who owed 10 other local buildings. Two
others, 141 and 143 Providence Street, were owned by John Johnson of Millbury.
Frank Sacks, a grocer, owned 145 Providence Street. Only two of the houses

in therowwere occupied by their owners i n 1930: Abraham Sadowsky, a painter,
resided at 127 Providence Street; and Wolf Swidler, a presser, lived at 133
Providence Street. The residents of these houses were for thenost part

enmpl oyed i nwhite-collar jobs or as business operators. Many were engagedi n
clothing-related occupations, and/or worked i nthe Geen Street area, the

focus of thecity's Jewi sh business district. Residents of 127 Providence
Street 1 n1930 included Lena Shulman, a clerk; and Daniel Sigalove, a compositor
*Those at 129 Providence Street included Myer Cohen, a tailor; John Shack, a

realtor; and Sanmuel Epstein, a painter. Residents of 131 Providence Street
included Nathan Lubin, a clothing merchant; Abraham Belding of the American
B BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENES ( CONTI NUED)

V/orcester Directory, Worcester Street Directory , 1926, 1930.

L.J. Rj.chards, Atlas of theCity of Wrcester, 1922.
J. tallahan et al., Worcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981. . - 855
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Historical Significance (cont)

. Malt and Hop Conpany; and Em | Gurwitz, president of the Mecantile Printing
Conmpany. Residents of 133 Providence Street included Aaron Lowe, a tailor;
Edward and John Foley, clerks; and George Fortin, an insurance agent.

Occupants of 135 Providence Street included Barnet Adelsky, a clothing merchant;
and Sanuel Blatt, owner of a hat and cap business. Residents of 137 Providence
Street included Maurice Goldstein, an insurance agent; Wlfe Miller, apedlar;
Israel Adrinn, a dealer in burlap bags; andPhilip Loew, operator of a local
chain of nmovie houses. At 139 Providence Street, tenants included Jacob Stein,
a tailor andfurrier; Albert Finn, owner of Finn's Auto Exchange; and Abraham
Kaplan, a tailor. The houses at 141 and 143 Providence Street ar edouble
three-deckers with six apartment units i neach house. Residents of t heformer
in 1930 included Morris Brustein, an accountant; Abraham Baker, an insurance
agent; Julian Tagman, a baker; Albert Neal, a clerk; M chael O Connor, a
chauffeur; and Benjamn Cramer, a floorman. At 143 Providence, tenants
included Benjamn Gratt, a painter; Hyman |saacson, of the Elite Shop, a
clothing store; Jacob Zieper, a manager; Albert Dvrorman, a carpenter; I|srael
Ogintz, a tailor; andAlbert Cohen, a clerk. Residents of 145 Providence
Street included Hyman Carp, a meatcutter; Jacob and Morris Gol dstein of
Martin's Shoes; and Sanuel Caplan, a clerk.

Architectural Significance (cont)

rectangul ar openings with solid brackets i nthethird tier. The second and
third tiers also have small, spindle rails. Mst of these houses arecladi n
wood cl apboard on t hefirst story, with wood shingles on the upper two stories.
However, 131 and 133 Providence Street areclad in wood clapboard, with shingle
bands between stories. Qn all, thefront porches areflanked by triple w ndows
on each story. Shallow, squared, three-story side bays also have triple
v.'indows, and ar ecapped by gables with pedi ments. | ngeneral w ndows have 5/1
or 8/ 1 sash, and sone have di anmond-pane |ights. 141 and 143 Provi dence Street
are Craftsman style double three-deckers of nearly identical design. Both have
hip roofs with unusual raked overhangs that shelter long, regularly spaced
brackets. The symmetrical facades have central, projecting, three-tier
porches with gable caps. The porches ar esupported by paired, square colums,
and feature peaked openings witR keystones i nthethird tier. The porches

are flanked on either side by shallow, square, three-story bays with triple

wi ndov7s. Three-story, shallow side bays also have triple wi ndows. Wndows
retain 4/1 and 6/ 1 sash. These houses areclad inv'od clapboard on the

first story, shingle on the upper twostories. Simpler i ndesign i s145
Providence Street, with itsside-hall plan, asymmetrical facade, and gable roof,
A projecting first floor, entry bayportico has pedimented gable. The main
facade has triple wi ndows; wndov.-s throughout have 6/1 sash. The first and
second story side vtalls areclad inviood clapboard. Elsewhere, the housei s
covered i n wood shingle. The District also contains six garages from the same
period of constuction as t heresidences. Al | have cinder block walls, and are
located at the rear of the house |lots.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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M B Q< LOT
35-23-7

35-23-6

35-23-5

35-23-4

35-23-3

35-23-2
35-23-1

35-23-51

35-23-50

35/ 23/ 49

MC #
1889

1890

1891

1892

1893

1894
1895

1896

1897

1898

D STR CT' DATA SHET

PROA CENCE STREET H STAR C O STR CT
VIRESTHR MSSAAHEETTS

H STAR CNAME

Sadowski Thr ee- Decker
/ gar age

Zive Three- Decker
/ gar age

Zive Three- Decker
/ gar age

Swi dl er Three- Decker
/ gar age

Zive Three- Decker
Zive Three- Decker

Stein Three- Decker

/ gar age

Johnson Thr ee- Decker
/ gar age

Johnson Thr ee- Decker
/ gar age

Sacks Thr ee- Decker

127

129

131

133

135
137
139

141

143

145

ATHESS

Pr ovi dence St .

Pr ovi dence St .

Provi dence St.

Pr ovi dence St .

Provi dence St .
Pr ovi dence St .

Pr ovi dence St .

Provi dence St

Pr ovi dence St .

Pr ovi dence St .

TOTAL:

DATE
cl 930

cl 928

cl 926

cl 928

cl 928
cl 928
cl 928

. cl926

cl 926

c. 1926

STYLE
Col . Rev.

ol . Rev

Col . Rev

Col . Rev.

Col . Rev.
Col . Rev.
Col . Rev.

Craftsman

Craftsman

Craftsman

STATLE -ESORE

2C-B

2C-B

2C-B

2C-B

IC-B
IC-B

iNC-B
IC-B

2C-B

2C-B

IC-B

16 Contributing Buildings
1 Noncontributing Building
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