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SUMMARY PARAGRAPH

The Terra Ceia Village Improvement Association Hall, located at 1505 Center Road in the small 
community of Terra Ceia, Florida, is a one-story, Wood Frame Vernacular building that was constructed in 
1906. The building has an irregular ground plan and rests on concrete and brick piers that elevate the structure 
approximately twenty inches above grade. The exterior walls are sheathed with wood shingles that have been 
stained a dark brown color. The building is covered with a hip roof surfaced with v-crimp metal sheeting. On 
the main (east) facade is a one-bay, hip roof entry porch that is supported by shingled wood posts at the outer 
corners. The steps and deck of the porch are constructed of concrete. The major fenestration of the meeting 
hall is 2/2-light, double hung, wood sash windows. The interior of the building comprises a large, open meeting 
room with a stage at the north end. At the rear (west) end of the building is a kitchen ell that also contains a 
restroom and storage space.

SETTING

The island of Terra Ceia is located approximately five miles north of the city of Palmetto in Manatee 
County, Florida. It is bordered by Frog Creek to the east, Tampa Bay to the north, Miguel Bay to the west and 
Terra Ceia Bay to the south. The southern end of the Sunshine Skyway Bridge is also located here. About 300 
families live on the island. The Terra Ceia Village Improvement Association Hall is located to the west of U.S. 
Highway 19. It stands parallel to the west side of Center Readjust north of Sunset Lane and south of K. 
Hubbard Lane. The main facade faces east. The surrounding terrain slopes slightly to the west toward a small 
bayou that drains into Miguel Bay. Vegetation in the immediate vicinity of the hall consists of two royal palms 
at the east facade entrance, large oak trees on the north side, and a hedge of ligustrum and podocarpus across the 
east elevation. Bordering the property on the south is a single family dwelling built about 1905. To the north is 
a recently constructed home built on the site where the Terra Ceia School once stood.

PRESENT AND ORIGINAL APPEARANCE

The building is basically rectangular in shape, except for the kitchen ell on the west elevation. The size 
of the main block of the building is approximately 32 feet by 62 feet. The ell is approximately 14 feet by 20 
feet. The building stands 20 inches above grade, resting on cement brick piers, except at the south elevation and 
west extension, where three of the brick piers were replaced with pre-cast concrete piers. The height of the 
exterior walls is 14 feet from the bottom edge of the shingles to the fascia board beneath the roof soffit. The 
exterior siding is cedar shingles that are approximately 16 inches long and have 6 l/2 inch to JYz inch exposure. 
The fascia above the shingles is a simple 10 inch wide wood board, painted white. The main fenestration 
consists of 2/2-light double hung, wood sash windows. The main roof is hipped, and the roofing material is v- 
crimped galvanized steel. The floor framing is four bays wide with wood beams extending north to south. The 
tops of the beams are approximately 30 inches above grade.
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Exterior

Main (East) Facade (Photos 1-3)

On the main (east) facade there is a one-bay, 8 foot by 10 foot wooden entry porch with a hip roof 
supported by wood posts and surfaced with v-crimp metal sheeting. The porch is not centered in the facade 
wall, but is located several feet south of center. Hanging from the porch lintel is a small wooden sign that reads 
"Terra Ceia V.I.A." The steps leading to the porch are concrete and are flanked by metal pipe railings. The 
porch deck, itself, is constructed of wood. One 2/2-light double hung sash window is found south of the 
entrance porch. Three more are found to the north of the porch. A pair of smaller double hung sash windows is 
found near the northeast corner of the building. These windows provide light to the stage area.

North Elevation (Photo 4)

On the north elevation there is one set of paired 2/2-light double hung sash windows that provides 
lighting for the rear of the stage area. There is a wood paneled door set high in the wall (stage floor) level that 
originally allowed access to the stage. The wooden stairs that once served this secondary entrance are no longer 
extant. Brick piers support this side of the building.

West Elevation (Photos 5-8)

The west elevation features the kitchen ell at the southwest corner of the core building. The extension 
houses a kitchen and small restroom. The ell has wood paneled door located on its west elevation near the 
southwest corner. The entrance is accessed by a short flight of wooden steps without any railing. There is no - 
porch but the doorway is partly sheltered by the overhang of shed roof that covers the ell. The ell roof is 
surfaced with v-crimp metal sheeting. Immediately to the north of the doorway is a pair of small 1/1 -light 
double hung sash windows. The north side of the kitchen addition features a small single pane pivot window. 
Nestled into the corner between the kitchen addition and the main body of the building is a small storeroom bay. 
The structure has a flat roof covered with metal sheeting and a small single pane pivot window on its south side. 
The main wall of the west elevation features four 2/2-light double hung sash windows. Three are grouped at 
regular intervals in the wall near the storeroom bay. The fourth is found in the stage area near the north 
elevation of the building. Cast concrete piers support this side of the building.

South Elevation (Photo 9-10)

The south elevation features three irregularly spaced 2/2-light double hung wood sash windows. Near 
the southwest comer of the elevation is a kitchen addition and a small storage bay.
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Interior

Assembly Hall (Photos 11-15)

Most of the interior of the building is occupied by the assembly hall with a stage at the north end. The 
ceiling is approximately 12 feet above the floor. Both the walls and ceiling are clad with 1-inch by 2-inch bead 
board. Surrounding the room is a 36 inch high wainscot that has been stained a dark color. The walls and 
ceiling have been painted white. The doors, doorframes, and window trim have all been stained a dark color. 
Original doors, hardware, and finishes remain in place. The stage at the north end of the assembly hall has a set 
of four wooden steps at each side.

Kitchen Addition and Restroom (Photos 16-18)

The small kitchen and bathroom addition at the rear of the building was probably not part of the original 
structure but was added at some time between the 1920s and 1940s. The kitchen and restroom feature modern 
appliances and cabinetry.
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SUMMARY

The Terra Ceia Village Improvement Association Hall is significant at the local level under Criterion A 
in the areas of Social History and Entertainment/Recreation. The building is significant as a meeting place for 
the Terra Ceia Village Improvement Association (VIA), the oldest formally organized women's social service 
organization in the area. Erected in 1906, the clubhouse is one of the oldest in the state of Florida. Since its 
construction, the hall has been used for the club's monthly meetings. For years, it also served as an auditorium 
and library building for the no longer extant Terra Ceia School which once stood nearby. For more than 90 
years, the clubhouse has provided a venue for a wide variety of community gatherings, such as religious 
meetings and entertainment functions. Today the building continues to serve the purposes envisioned by the 
founders of the Terra Ceia Improvement Association. The clubhouse contributes to the CLUBHOUSES OF 
FLORIDA'S WOMAN'S CLUBS Multiple Property Submission under the Early Formation of Woman's 
Clubs in Florida, 1895-1914 Historic Context and the F.I Property Type: Clubhouses.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

Joseph and Julia Atzeroth, immigrants from Germany, settled Terra Ceia Island in 1843 seeking a 
healthful environment and free land made available under the Armed Occupation Act. 1 The Atzeroths were not 
alone for long, as many settlers soon followed them to Terra Ceia. Life was hard for these early pioneers. The 
necessities of life had to be brought to the island by sailboat, roads were made of sand, farming was done with 
mule drawn plows, mosquitoes spread disease, wild animals threatened livestock, and bad weather ruined crops. 
Yet, with its prime location on Tampa Bay and the Manatee River, halfway between the two major ports of 
Apalachicola and Key West, and its fertile soil irrigated by artesian water, the island's population grew.

By the 1880s, the island had become a stop on the steamship route between Hillsborough and Manatee 
counties. Steamships, which were larger and faster than sailboats enabled residents to expand their farms to 
ship local agricultural products to northern markets. Six privately owned docks extended out into Terra Ceia 
Bay from the south shore of the island, with a public dock at the south end of Center Road.2 Here, steamers 
regularly brought supplies necessary to sustain the island's residents and loaded island grown fruits and 
vegetables for shipment to distant markets. In 1897, 138 households were listed on Terra Ceia in the Manatee 
County General Directory. Most of the households were headed by men; however, two single women were also 
listed as vegetable growers. Although the majority of the residents were vegetable or citrus growers or 
agricultural laborers, the population included a pipe manufacturer, a nurseryman, a merchant, and one teacher. 3

1 Ollie Z. Fogarty, They Called It Fogartwille (Brooklyn, New York: Theo Gaus' Sons, Inc., 1972), p. 82.
2 Andrew I. Meserve, A Complete General Directory of Manatee County. Florida. (Braidentown, Florida, 1897), p.88.

Ibid.
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While island life revolved around the seasons and farming, not all the residents' time was spent in the 
fields. Mrs. W.H. Abel, who taught island children in the parlor of her home, established the first Terra Ceia 
School. In 1894, the first schoolhouse on the island was constructed. Music and art lessons became available 
and a drama group was active in the 1890s. The Terra Ceia Methodist Church was organized in 1899 and the 
First Baptist Church of Terra Ceia was formed in 1904.4

At the rum of the century, two major changes took place on the island. The first was the arrival of the 
railroad. The Seaboard Airline Railway and the Atlantic Coast line railroad laid spur lines to Terra Ceia, 
extending the tracks to the north end of Center Road. The center of island life moved from the south end of 
Center Road and the waterfront to the north end where a railroad depot and packing houses had been 
constructed. Vegetables and citrus were produced on an even larger scale. Celery grown in Terra Ceia became 
known throughout the northern United States and many acres of the island were covered in celery fields. When 
William Howard Taft was inaugurated as United States President on March 4, 1909, the flowers used to 
decorate the east portico of the U.S. Capitol were grown on Terra Ceia. 5 The greater accessibility provided by 
the railroad brought more people to the island. The 1918 City Directory listed 323 adults living on Terra Ceia. 
These included truck farmers, fruit growers, laborers, farmers, bankers, fishermen and a painter. 6

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Another major impact on the island was the establishment of the Terra Ceia Village Improvement 
Association (VIA). On May 2, 1901, a group of nine island women organized a woman's club. The goal of this 
club was to improve and beautify the island of Terra Ceia. In the early years of the club, the women paid for a 
cistern for the Terra Ceia School, painted the school, hired a janitor for its maintenance, furnished oil for the 
school's lamps, and built a wooden fence in front of the school. They also improved island roads by covering 
the sand with shell and cutting weeds along the roads. Also, they organized a library and a Sunday School, 
which met in the schoolhouse.7

In 1903, the VIA began talking about building a clubhouse and community center. The Manatee River 
Journal reported on May 1,1903 that the principal topic of discussion at the last VIA meeting had been a 
proposal for "building of a hall, which is badly needed."8 They also discussed using the grounds around a hall 
for a park. At that time, the newspaper quoted one of the members who "dream(ed) of a hall and reading rooms

4 Catherine J. Bayless, "Terra Ceia Island: Its History and Historical Sites."
5 Ibid.
6 Ernest H. Miller, Bradentown. Manatee. Palmetto and Sarasota Directory. 1918-1919. (The Tropic Series, Bradentown, Florida), pp. 
235-238.
7 °Pat Piper, "Village Association Is Florida's Oldest," St. Petersburg Times. January 21, 1961, p. 4-B.
8 Manatee River Journal. May 1, 1903.
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and hope our dreams may come to pass."9 In June of 1903, they agreed to buy a four-acre parcel of land from 
Mrs. Eliza Vanderipe on the west side of Center Road, but the deal was not consummated until March 29, 
1905. 10

In April of 1905, they sold the south part of the property to John L. Hasty for $500. To sell this 
property, they were advised to elect trustees. The first trustees of the VIA were Mrs. W.H. Abel, Mrs. F.C. 
Armstrong and Mrs. E.S. Hubbard. The club's legal advisor, Col. Arthur Temple Cornwell, Sr. had his offices 
in Tampa. One of the trustees drove her horse and buggy over the small wooden bridge across Frog Creek and 
along sand roads between Terra Ceia and Palmetto to the livery stable on Main Street in Palmetto. There, she 
left her horse and buggy, and walked the four blocks to the Palmetto dock on the Manatee River where she 
caught the ferry across to Bradenton. After consulting with the attorney, the process was reversed. 11 The full 
day trip takes mere 10 minutes by automobile today.

The VIA members devoted many hours of work to realize their dream of providing Terra Ceia with a 
community meeting place. To finance the construction of the new clubhouse, they held ice cream socials, 
boating excursions, picnics, evenings of vaudeville-style entertainment, oyster suppers, and bazaars to raise the 
funds needed to purchase the land and build the Hall. 12 In 1906, club members selected plans for the Hall. 
They were drawn by Joseph Eugene Weatherall of Palmetto. 13 Weatherall, who is listed in the 1918 Palmetto 
City Directory as a contractor, was hired to build the Hall for $1,500. 14 On January 10,1907, the first meeting 
took place in the newly constructed building.

The main club fundraiser event each year was the annual excursion to Tampa in June. The Plant Line 
steamer "Manatee" was chartered for the purpose. The shallow draft side-wheeler was filled with residents of 
Terra Ceia and their friends who paid the 75 cents round trip fare for adults and 50 cents fare for children. This 
ticket also included the price of lunch, which was usually fried chicken. 15 Sponsored by the VIA, these kinds of 
events continued to be held to benefit the island community. Once it was complete, the Hall served as the 
location for many local functions. The hall also served as the auditorium and library building for the Terra Ceia 
School which was once located to the north of the building.

9 Ibid.
10 Manatee County Deed Book 12, page 86.
11 Pat Piper, "Village Association Is Florida's Oldest," St. Petersburg Times, January 21, 1961, p. 4-B.
12 Pat Piper, "Village Association Is Florida's Oldest," St. Petersburg Times. January 21, 1961, p. 4-B.
13 Mrs. Mason Parker, "Speech Given to the Manatee County Historical Society, History of Terra Ceia Island," November 15, 1978.
14 Ernest H. Miller, Bradentown. Manatee. Palmetto and Sarasota Directory. 1918-1919. (The Tropic Series, Bradentown, Florida).

Ibid.
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As the Terra Ceia community grew, so did its commerce. The Bank of Terra Ceia was established in 
1911. 16 Stock certificates were sold to island residents and throughout the county. In 1912, a bank building 
was constructed on the corner of Center and Terra Ceia Roads. The island continued its prosperity and growth 
until the Florida Land Boom failed in 1926 and Florida entered a period of economic depression several years 
before the rest of the country. In August of 1926, the Seaboard Airline Railroad discontinued service to Terra 
Ceia. 17 The 1930s were years of change for the island. The Bank of Terra Ceia closed its doors in 1931 and in 
1932, a tidal wave hit the Gulf Coast of Florida. Island farms and groves were killed by the invading salt water, 
which ruined the soil for agricultural purposes for many years. The island's time as a major agricultural area 
was over. 18

Sometime between the 1920s and the early 1940s, two changes were made to the clubhouse. While the 
early pictures of the hall show the exterior made of clapboard, longtime residents who were children during 
these years remember only siding made of cedar shakes, the current material on the exterior of the building. A 
kitchen and bathroom were added to the west side of the building, but interviewees cannot date the addition. 
They recall that these facilities "were always there." While they cannot date when the changes occurred, a 
photograph of an observation tower built next to the building during World War II shows the exterior siding 
made of cedar shakes and the small addition containing the kitchen and restroom in place.

During the 1940s, very little growth took place. From 1941 to 1943, an observation tower was 
maintained on the VIA grounds to check for enemy aircraft. The effort of the members was highly commended 
by the United States Army Aircraft Warning Service. T. Ralph Robinson, an island citrus grower, was captain 
of the team of volunteers. 19 On February 29, 1944, the Trustees of the VIA accepted title to property known as 
Clyatt's Point or the "Old Seabreeze." Many hours of fun and activity were spent relaxing and socializing there 
among island residents. In 1951, the State of Florida purchased this property for the right of way for U.S. 19 
and a bridge across Terra Ceia Bay. This extension of U.S. 19 was made in preparation for the opening of the 
Sunshine Skyway Bridge, which would provide an automobile link between Pinellas and Manatee counties. 
With the funds received from the sale of the "Old Seabreeze," the VIA purchased from Ralph Haben, Sr., a bay 
front tract further to the west on Horseshoe Loop Road. A major portion of the property was sold to pay for 
improvements to the "New Seabreeze." The club's waterfront recreational area was dedicated on July 4, 
1954.20

The year 1954, was significant for two other reasons. In that year, a major change in the club's 
membership took place. On May 5, 1954, the club was incorporated and the by-laws were changed to include

16 Manatee County Incorporation Book B, pp. 34-38.
17 Bradenton Herald. August 18, 1926.
18 Catherine J. Bayless, "Terra Ceia Island: Its History and Historical Sites."
19 Mrs. William L, Clyatt Sr., "History of the Terra Ceia Village Improvement Association," p. 2.
20 Ibid., pp. 2-4.
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men in the membership. However, it was not until 1974, that a man was elected president of the VIA. On 
September 6, 1954, the Sunshine Skyway Bridge was opened to the public. VIA President, Mrs. B.S. Decker 
and her husband were invited to participate in the opening of the bridge along with state dignitaries and county 
mayors along the Sun Coast.21 With the opening of the bridge, Manatee County became more accessible to 
residents of Pinellas County. The population of Terra Ceia and north Manatee County grew as people who 
worked in Pinellas County took advantage of the bridge's convenience that allowed them to live in a more rural 
setting while working in St. Petersburg.

While the island is still home to some groves, small farms and nurseries, it is primarily a residential 
community. The VIA has been instrumental in maintaining that sense of community while protecting the island 
from large-scale development. The organization monitors government actions that affect the island as well as 
plans for new construction. County officials and property owners are encouraged to maintain the existing 
zoning restrictions of one unit per acre. The Hall is the site for monthly meetings to inform residents about any 
change that might affect their environment, and is used as a polling site for voting in local, state, and national 
elections. It is also the place where island residents come to socialize and celebrate holidays and special 
occasions. Annual events held at the hall such as the Halloween Hayride and party and the Christmas party are 
treats island children look forward to each year. While in the past, the Hall was the site of phonograph parties 
and musicales, today, it is the location for more modern fund raising events such as yard sales and the starting 
point for the Terra Ceia Triple Crown, a bike, walk and skating race. Proceeds from this event help the VIA 
maintain the Hall and the waterfront park, the Seabreeze.

Over 90 years since its completion, the Hall still proudly stands on Center Road in the middle of Terra 
Ceia Island. Its preservation symbolizes the dedication of the Terra Ceia Village Improvement Association to 
preserve a piece of the past and a quiet, rural existence while meeting the needs of its modern residents and 
members.

21 Ibid., p. 3.
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Verbal Boundary Description
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Boundary Justification
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1. Terra Ceia Village Improvement Association Hall
2. 1505 Center Road, Terra Ceia (Manatee County), Florida
3. Unknown
4. c.1910
5. Manatee County Historical Society Archives, Bradenton, Florida
6. Looking Northwest on Center Road
7. Photo 1 of 18

1. Terra Ceia Village Improvement Association Hall
2. 1505 Center Road, Terra Ceia (Manatee County), Florida
3. Tami Zonies, Terra Ceia Village Improvement Association
4. 2001
5. Cathy Slusser, Manatee County Historical Resources Department
6. Main (East) Facade, Looking west
7. Photo 2 of 18

Numbers 1-5 are the same for the remaining photographs.

6. Main (East) Facade, Looking Southwest
7. Photo 3 of 18

6. North Elevation, Looking Southeast
7. Photo 4 of 18

6. North Elevation, Looking Southeast
7. Photo 5 of 18

6. Rear (West) Elevation with Restroom and Kitchen Addition, Looking South
7. Photo 6 of 18

6. Rear Kitchen Addition, Looking East
7. Photo 7 of 18

6. Kitchen Addition and Restroom, Looking Southeast
7. Photo 8 of 18
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7. Photo 10 of 18

6. Interior, Assembly Hall, Looking Southeast toward Main Entrance
7. Photo 11 of 18

6. Interior, Assembly Hall, Looking Southwest
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6. Interior, Assembly Hall, Looking Northwest
7. Photo 13 of 18

6. Interior, Assembly Hall, Looking Northwest toward Stage
7. Photo 14 of 18

6. Interior, Assembly Hall, Looking West toward Kitchen
7. Photo 15 of 18

6. Interior, Kitchen Addition, Looking East toward Assembly Hall
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6. Interior, Kitchen Addition, Looking Southwest
7. Photo 17 of 18

6. Interior, Restroom, Looking North
7. Photo 18 of 18
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