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notwnthst ding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination documentation.
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Amended Items in Nomination:

Section 10: Geographical Data

A replacement map has been provided for page 10.81 to indicate that the noncontributing element labeled
“1b” is a non-contributing addition to Building 1 and not a separate building as previously indicated. This
information is, hereby, added to the description of Building 1 on page 10.84.

Section 8: Significance

The references to the Period of Significance in the last paragraph on pages 8.12-13 is hereby, amended, to
clarify that <1962 is the appropriate closing date for the period of significance to correspond with the
dates given in the summary paragraph and the corresponding date element on the cover form.

The Iowa State Historic Preservation Office provided the information for this amendment.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable.” For functions, architectural
classification, materials and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Dubuque Millworking Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location
street & number White, Jackson, Washington, Elm between East 6™ and East 11™ Streets [N/A] not for publication

city or town _Dubugue [N/A] vicinity

state _lowa code _|A county __ Dubuque code _61 zip code __52004

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this [X] nomination [
] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
[X] meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[] nationally [_] statewide [X] locally. ([_] see continuation sheet for additional comments).

Slgnatur

v Twm

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [_] does not meet the National Register criteria. {[ ] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification |

hereby pé€rtify that the property is: Signa,tuza’ of the Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register. /‘,l»' -

[_] See continuation sheet.

[] determined eligible for the
National Register.

[_] See continuation sheet.

[] determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[_] removed from the National
Register.

[] other, (explain:)

o)
VA




Dubugue Millworking Historic District Dubugue, lowa
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property

{Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) {Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
[X] private [] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[_] public-local [X] district 19 0 buildings
[_] public-State [] site
[_] public-Federal [] structure (0] sites
[_] object
5 (0] structures
0 objects
24 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
The Architectural and Historical Resources of Dubuque, 1833-1955 o]
é. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Industry/ProcessingExtraction/Manufacturing Facility Industry/Processing/Extraction/Manufacturing Facility

Industry/Processing/Extraction/Industrial Storage/Warehouse Industry/Processing/Extraction/Industrial Storage/Warehouse

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Late Victorian/Renaissance foundation Stone
Concrete
Late 19" & 20" Century Revivals/Late Gothic Revival walls Brick
Concrete
Roof Asphalt
other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Dubuque Millworking Historic District
Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria

{Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

[X] A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[_] B Property is assaciated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

{_] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:
L] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

L] B removed from its original location.

L] € a birthplace or grave.

[ ] D a cemetery.

L] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[] F a commemorative property.

[L] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

Dubuque, lowa
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Industry

Architecture

Period of Significance
1881-1962

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Culcural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Burdt, Frederick C.
Heer, Fridolin Joseph, Sr.

{Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

{Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

{ ] preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested

[ ] previously listed in the National Register

] previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[ ] designated a National Historic Landmark

[] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:
[X] State Historic Preservation Office
[] Other State agency
[_] Federal agency
[X] Local government
] University
[_] Other
Name of repository: #

[X] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey (IA-31-Dubuque-13)



Dubuque Millworking Historic District Dubuque, lowa
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property _ 17.61 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1[1]5] [6]9]2]16]0] [4]17]0]8]3]0]0] 2[1]5] [6]9]11]9]4]0] [4]17]0]8]2]0]0]

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

3[1]15] [6]9]1]0]8]0] [4]7]0]8]8]9]0] 4[1]5] [6]9]1]9]3]0] [4]7]0]8]0]0]0]

[x] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title James E. Jacobsen (email address: hp@raccoon.com)

organization __History Pays! Historic Preservation Consulting Firm date _ September 11, 2008
street & number _4411 Ingersoll Avenue telephone  515-274-3625
city or town Des Moines state __ 1A zip code __ 50312-2415

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the complete form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name See continuation sheet
street & number telephone
city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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The defining characteristic of this industrial district is a concentrated array of full-block or half-block buildings that
range in elevation from two to five stories. These are all of heavy mill construction with load-bearing perimeter walls and
heavy timber interior support systems. Some were built as a single design while others were built incrementally with a unified
exterior design. The buildings are architecturally elaborated with pavilions, pilasters, massive entry arches, decorative
pediments and parapets, and other distinctive features. Still, it would be difficult to specify a building style across the district.
The Carr, Ryder & Adams buildings as of late 1932 consisted of 12 percent reinforced concrete construction, 59 percent
“boards on joists,” and 29 percent plank on lumber skeleton construction.

Composite blocks that evolved over time are counted as single buildings as long as the height and exterior architecture
are unified. Buildings that are a part of a larger complex but have differing architecture, exterior materials or elevation, are
counted as individual buildings even when there is unified ownership of the complex. Detailed descriptions of multiple
component complexes, counted as single buildings, are given as each is described.

The district includes all or portions of nine city blocks. Six full blocks are included. Two of these are completely
occupied by full-block buildings, while three blocks have single buildings that occupy an entire half-block. Vacant blocks are
minimal, totaling a half block (site of a demolished building), quarter block (a parking lot), and a half block (also the site of
demolished buildings). The larger buildings align along the south end, western edge and northeast corner of the district.
Alleyways, a few of which have been vacated and infilled, orient northwest/southeast. The Streets, save for Washington Street
north of East 10" Street remain open. East 10™ Street, east of Washington Street, was long closed off and remains unpaved.
The original street grid remains intact save for the east district boundary where Elm Street has been vacated and Pine Street re-
routed to the west. This cleared area, now parking, has been for the most part excluded from the district.

The use of red brick and a consistent combination of pilasters and recessed window sets unifies the district visually.
The building designs, while somewhat varied given their differences in construction dates, are more usefully not ascribed to a
particular style, but rather, are basic commercial/industrial designs of the period, being influenced by a conservative and over-
built local vernacular building tradition. Just one building warrants a distinct stylistic attribution. This is the office of the Carr-
Ryder-Adams Company, building #4. This is the only separate office building that is distinctively designed and placed. Even
in this instance, style is limited to a minimal overlaying of decorative stone above the double-door entrance and the use of stone
belt courses at the raised water table and second floor lintel levels. Fenestration on the fagade is symmetrical but limited,
providing only the entrance with transom, single narrow flanking sidelights on the first floor, and a five-window set centered
above the entrance. The sidewalls are fully fenestrated, including the basement level. The raised parapet is simply ornamented
with a row of broadly spaced brick dentils with intervening corbelled brick panels. This feature is placed just below the top of
the tile-capped cornice. The other more ornamental design is the Farley and Loetscher building (#18) at 750 White Street.
Since it included company offices and because it fronted directly on the county courthouse (due west) and White Street, it was
designed with more attention to style and detail. Pilasters and recessed intervening wall sections divide the fagade into three
bays. The first story is of cut stone construction (emulating the local industrial tradition of both using stone and raising the
foundation). On the side walls broad flat pilasters separate recessed panels that continue from the second through the fourth
floors. Paired window sets on each floor within these panels are separated by recessed brick spandrels and elaborated with
stone sills and lintels. The northeast and southeast corners are angled. The first floor end walls have double door entrances
with cut stone bracketed canopies and the walls are fully fenestrated. The attic level is distinctive by the use of continuous
individual windows, three per bay. Overall, the style is best described as Second Renaissance Revival. It is interesting that the
design avoided the Romanesque, particularly the use of any broad circular entries such as building #9.
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Block-long metal awnings that cover raised concrete loading docks, survive on two buildings (Buildings #19, #13)
along the west side of Jackson Street. These are also found on the east and south sides of building #19, the east front of
building #16, and the west alley wall of building #2.

Enclosed steel catwalks were commonplace within the district (a total of six structures) but those that crossed Streets
were removed as companies closed and their variances expired. One major multi-story structure survives and crosses the
vacated Washington Street between buildings #2 and #5. A single-story catwalk crosses the same street, just to the north,
between buildings #3 and #5. A third single-story catwalk crosses a vacated alley between buildings #13 and #17. These
structures are counted in the district building tally. In the present district area, overhead pipes cross the Streets at a number of
points and evoke the form at least of the removed catwalks.

Architects:

Christian Loetscher is said to have designed and supervised the construction of all of his own buildings. Carr, Ryder
and Adams designed at least their later large buildings and plans for Building #5, lacking any architect’s identification, confirm
the company’s use of their own in-house designers. Charles W. Skemp and Frederick C. Burdt are both credited with designing
buildings or additions for Carr, Ryder, Adams Company but it is not known which ones. Burdt is otherwise (page 31) not
known to have been a designer, but was a contractor. Local architect Franklin D. Hyde and ___ Lawther, of Chicago are both
credited with designing the first Carr, Ryder and Adams Company building (Building #9) and it is probable that Hyde continued
to produce designs for the successive additions to what would become a full block of three-story factory buildings. Hyde also
designed the Linseed Oil Works (northern portion of Building #13) and the Linseed Oil Paint Works (south half of Building
#12). Fridolin Heer designed a building for the Iowa Iron Works (Building #7 and possibly #8).'

Alterations:

The level of integrity is surprisingly high, despite the tendency of industrial buildings to be considerably altered over
time. Because of its near pristine industrial condition the district served as the primary filming site for the film F.I.S.T. in 1978.
1t was thought to be a perfect substitution for a storyline that took place in Cleveland, Ohio.

The district necessarily evolved over time as new buildings replaced others. The number of surviving early buildings is
rather remarkable given this tendency of the larger mill working firms to take over entire blocks and then groups of blocks.

Demolitions have been few in number but they have not been small in scale. The most critical loss was the half-block
sized four-story original Farley and Loetscher building that was east of building #18. It and its north and south catwalk
connectors were summarily demolished when the company closed down in 1962. The half block remains empty and is used for
parking. Otherwise demolitions have involved the removal of catwalks, prominent brick chimneys, rooftop tanks, and the loss
of most of the Klauer Manufacturing buildings (the remnants being buildings #6-8) and the demolition of the east half (a full
half-block) of Building #18. All of these latter changes have been relatively recent, post-1988. Many doors and windows have
been in-filled and basement openings were uniformly closed and infilled. Later-date construction added two loading docks, the
south half of building #16 gained a fourth and metal-clad floor. The replacement of wood with fiber resulted in the installation
of numerous prominent roof-top tanks, conveyors and pipes in the south part of the district. Today these features, along with
their sound and their generous distribution of a daily dosage of sawdust, continue the industrial tradition of the district.

! All efforts to obtain architect Lawther’s full name have failed.
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8. Architect/Builder, Continued:

Keenan and Hyde
Lawther,

Stiles, George, Construction Company
8. Significance Statement:

The Dubuque Millworking District is locally significant and National Register of Historic Places eligible under
Criterion C and Criterion A. Architecturally, the district comprises the core of Dubuque’s only concentrated cluster of
substantial industrial buildings (additional buildings qualify and might be added in a future amended application). Historically
the district represents the industrial transition of Dubuque from lumber production to millwork production, and the replacement
of Upper Mississippi River timber sources with West Coast sources. Two industrial giants, the Farley and Loetscher Company,
which claimed to be the largest millworking firm in the world, and the Carr, Ryder and Adams Company, emerged over time
and dominated the district with their respective warehouse and factory complexes. These collectively illustrate both the styles
and the building technologies of this class of building. Historically, the district is directly associated with Dubuque’s industrial
history. As of 1870, Dubuque was the most industrialized city in the state and that economic sector remained vital to the city’s
continuing prosperity. The most notable district buildings and firms included in this district were the largest of their trades in
the world.

The district contains the majority of the key buildings that were associated with the Carr, Ryder & Adams and Farley-
Loetscher millwork companies, two firms that were leaders in the city’s industrial sector. Lumber-processing was a major
Dubuque industrial sector and the long-term success of these firms transcended the regional demise of lumber shipping and
processing that otherwise ended along the Mississippi River during the years prior to World War I. The beginning year of the
period of significance, 1881, is based on the oldest surviving building, while the closing date, 1958 corresponds to the 50-year
significance cutoff. The period of significance, 1880-1962, is extended beyond the 50-year cut-off date of 1958 because the
closure of the Farley & Loetscher Company, a major historical event, represents a short and reasonable extension. The
significant year dates of 1906 (Building #18, half), 1910 (Building #2, half), 1911 (Building #18, half), 1916 (Building #4),
1917 (Building #19), 1919 (Building #2, half) and 1924 (Building #5) correspond to the years during which the most substantial
buildings were constructed.

Multiple Property Document Linkage:

The applicable multiple property documentation form is James E. Jacobsen’s , Dubuque—The Key City: The
Architectural And Historical Resources of Dubuque, Iowa, 1837-1955. This MPDF was first developed in June 2002 and has
been sequentially expanded and refined over each of the successive five survey, re-survey and district nomination phases
through 2004. This document defines four chronological historical contexts, establishes registration requirements for industrial
buildings, and recommends the National Register eligibility of this district under three of the four contexts, these being “The
Key City, 1859-1893;” “Fitful Growth and Maturation, 1894-1911,” and “An Era of Stability, 1911-1955.” The district and the
buildings meet the registration requirements as set forth in the multiple property documentation form. The district was surveyed
and documented during the Phase III Dubuque Downtown Survey in 2003 and an Jowa Historic Site Inventory Form was
prepared and submitted for SHPO review (Jacobsen 2002, pp. 43-50, 90-96, 126-132, 154, 284, 293, 299 and 311). The district
period of significance is extended to 1958, the fifty-year cutoff point (from 2008, the year that this district will be formally
listed). The 1955 date was the cutoff point when the MPDF was developed. The historical significance of the district continues
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beyond 1958 given that the two principal millworking firms continued in operation until 1962 and 1971. No attempt is being
made at this time to develop a case for exceptional significance to extend the period of significance past 1958 however.

Historic preservation consultant Clayton Fraser, of Loveland, Colorado, documented most of the district buildings
individually as a part of the U.S. Highway 61 relocation and bridge approach survey of 1988. He noted that many of the

buildings were individually National Register of Historic Places eligible.

Contextual Background History:

Dubuque emerged as Iowa’s foremost city almost from its founding in 1837. Dubuque was the state’s largest city by
population until 1870 when it was eclipsed by another German river city, Davenport. Second place was retained until 1890, and
then regained in 1900. The city continued to grow slowly but other developing cities exploded in population and Dubuque
ranked fourth place in 1910 and fifth in 1920. The city retained its number one position as the most industrialized Iowa city and
as of 1870, Dubuque was the 93™ largest industrial city in the United States, as measured by gross product. Twenty years later
it was ranked 70™. Lead mining and processing were the initial basis of the city’s wealth. Dubuque had no local fuel source
apart from its timber and this source was quickly exhausted. Beginning in the late 1830s pine timber from the Upper
Mississippi River Valley was being rafted down river to Dubuque and by 1861, this industrial sector, the production of lumber
and building materials, had attained substantial scale. By late 1869 the Dubuque lumber market claimed to be “the largest
lumber market on the Mississippi River above St. Louis” (Herald, December 29, 1869; Jacobsen 2002, pp. 34, 85; Wilkie, p.
333; Johnson, pp. 166, 234-39).

Critical mass in terms of transportation advantages was achieved during the early 1870s as Dubuque perfected an
excellent railroad-shipping network. One key industrial sector, destined for explosive growth, was the local value added
processing of lumber in the forms of vehicles, furniture, and doors, sash and blinds (Jacobsen 2002, p. 44).

The lumber industry on the Mississippi River was reduced in scale as the upriver timber sources were exhausted,
beginning in the mid-1890s. Between 1900 and 1903, the number of Mississippi River sawmills above St. Louis declined from
80 to 36. The last river lumber raft floated downriver to the city in 1915 but Dubuque was already out of the lumber sawing
business, its vast yards and facilities having burned in a series of massive fires in 1911 (Jacobsen 2002, p. 49; Lyon, p. 366).

The lumber planing and its allied manufacturing interests co-existed with the lumber companies that turned out the
rough lumber. In Dubuque this vital industrial sector produced products valued at $3.5 million in 1889 and this figure peaked in
1923 when that value was $23 million. Dubuque’s industrial base necessarily included other vital sectors. These included meat
packing, wagon and vehicle production, and foundries. Massive industrial complexes, all non-extant, and all located just east or
south of the Millworking District, were the A. Y. McDonald Company (maker of plumbing materials), the Adams Company
(maker of gears and transmissions) and the Key City Furniture Company. The latter two firms still exist in Dubuque at other
locations. Had these buildings survived, the industrial district would be considerably larger and inclusive of these other
industries (Jacobsen 2002, p. 49).
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The millworking district developed during the 1870s and early 1880s in a relatively flood-proof level area that was
located immediately east of the downtown proper. The high water mark lay between Washington and Elm Streets. Marshall’s
boiler works was located on then northeast corner of Washington and 9™ Streets as early as 1881. After experiencing the
floodtide of October 1880, the buildings were raised two and a half feet to avoid the experience once again. Marshall’s firm
was later engulfed by the expanding Carr, Ryder and Adams Company sometime after 1891. The Iowa Iron Works, located a
block to the east of Marshall’s, also suffered periodic inundations along its eastern edge. That company also hauled in fill to
elevate its new foundry, built in 1867, above the flood level. To the north, the foundry at Novelty Iron Works was flooded out
in the June 1880 rise. The real flooding, as measured by the record June 1880 flood, was north of 1 1" Street and from Jackson
Street east. Lumberyards, with their vast piles of open-air lumber had dominated land use in the area. A particular push for
industrialization in the area came in 1881-1882 when such newly-established firms as the Dubuque Linseed Oil Works and the
Dubugque Oat Mill built new and extensive brick factory buildings at 9™ and Jackson Streets (building #12) and 7" and
Washington streets (non-extant, power house demolished 1988) respectively (Historic American Building Survey, cited
hereafter as HABS, 31-Dubu-AU; Herald, May 1, 1867; June 18, 22, 1880; April 23, 1881).

Figure 16 depicts an emerging industrial district that is largely dominated by lumber drying and storage yards on the
south end. Four industrial firms are already on the ground. Klauer Manufacturing Company (#1), Eagle Planing Mill, the
antecedent of Farley & Loetscher Company (#2), Novelty Iron Works (#3), and the Patch & White Company (a Carr & Austin
acquisition that brought that firm to this location) are all present by this time. No surviving district building was extant at the
time this image was drawn. Railroad spur tracks have already been laid on Jackson and Washington Streets. By 1884, these
had both been extended north to East 11" Street, thereby defining the northern reach of industrial development within the
developing district.

Railroad spur lines developed within the district as factories required them. The lumber yards, clustered east of the
railroad tracks and close to river shipping along Waple’s Cut, drew the woodworking factories into the area. Once these were
established, and were joined by new factories like the Linseed Oil Works and the Linseed Oil Paint Works, the tracks followed.
Jackson Street, between 7™ and 10™ Streets was impeded with new tracks as of October 1881 and the City Council instructed the
Illinois Central Railroad to put those streets “in the condition it was in before their track was laid in said street, and to fill the
inside of their track in accordance with the ordinance in relation thereto.” Both Washington and Jackson streets were single-
tracked as far north as 11" Street as of 1884, but Jackson had a switch and spur track that serviced the Linseed Oil Works at 9"
Street. Elm Street, a block west of Washington Street was the right-of-way of the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad.
Tracks were laid both on Elm and Washington Streets, beginning in early January 1884 (Herald, October 4, 1881; Sanborn
Maps; Die Iowa, January 3, 1884).

In successive years, the factory buildings that comprise the district would be built or re-built largely from north to south.
As the two principal millworking firms grew, most of the district acreage was built up by those two companies. The district
historically was immune to catastrophic fires, save for those somewhat peripheral to it, these being the catastrophic lumberyard
fires of 1911 and 1915.

The district witnessed Dubuque’s longest and largest labor strike in 1911. While Dubuque was heavily industrialized,
there was little corporate tolerance for unions, particularly in the larger companies. The city advertised that Dubuque was a
cheaper place to live than most comparable factory cities and apparently this claimed advantage was deemed sufficient as a
benefit to the workers. The city had experienced massive transit strikes in 1903 and there was a good history for strikes

* Carr, Ryder & Adams Company at least briefly closed during the 1903 strike, but only 50 workers were effected (Cedar Rapids Gazette,
June 22, 1903).
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leading up to the millworking strike of 1911. Union organizers organized and recruited the United Brotherhood of Carpenters
Local 1289 beginning in February 1911. Encouraged by a successful short strike by the employees in late March, the strike was
called to push for a shorter workweek and union scale wages. Over 1,200 workers struck and the strike would last over ten
months. The community was strongly supportive, the strike was non-violent, the courts were even supportive by refusing to
grant an injunction against the strike. The mills brought in strikebreakers who actually were paid the wages demanded by the
strikers. In the end, the strike failed although the strike goals were soon achieved anyway, although the union was not
immediately accepted (Knuth, pp. 56-74; Herald, March 28, 31, 31; April 12, 14, 22; May 25, 1907; January 30, 1908; Semi-
Weekly Waterloo Courier, April 26, 1907; Daily Courier, April 23, July 10, 1907).

A brief strike against both of the giant millworking companies took place in mid-August 1935. A total of 1,400 workers
were on the picket line but settlement was quickly made with the Farley & Loetscher Company, and all were back at work in
just over two week’s time (Telegraph-Herald, August 11, 15, 22, 23, 1935).

Farley and Loetscher Company alone endured a strike that lasted five weeks and four days in early 1939. Nine hundred
unionized mill workers (Local 1646 of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters) struck on April 17 after their contract expired.
Demands included a wage increase, closed shop steward system and a 40-hour workweek. As the strike continued, both sides
used to newspaper to stake out their negotiation positions. After four weeks, the company announced plans to reopen and asked
for a court injunction to prevent any obstructing of the plant. In a tense series of events, 160 strike breakers were besieged in
the plant. Plant superintendent Robert Loetscher was charged with “assault” on a female observer and thousands were drawn to
the plant to observe events. The strikebreakers, armed with oak clubs, were finally evacuated. The injunction was issued on
May 18 and restricted the strikers to having just two pickets at each of the three company gates (the east side of White Street,
between 7% and 8" Streets; the Warehouse entrance on the south side of 7™ Street, between White and Jackson Streets; and the
north side of 8" Street, between White and Jackson Streets). A back story of the strike was the necessity to support the strikers.

Catholic Charities was instrumental in both providing that support and in negotiating an end to the strike. Smoke from the
factory preceded the actual settlement, which occurred on May 26. The strikers realized little from the strike but they did keep
their jobs without recrimination (Telegraph-Herald, April 18, 21, 23, 25, 26, 28, 29, 30, May 2, 10, 11, 12,, 13, 14, 16, 19, 20,
21, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 1939).

The buildings of the district and a range of related but less substantial factory buildings to the southeast and east
remained virtually intact until quite recently. The latter were demolished in 1988 to make way for the elevated U. S. Highway
61/151 that now forms the eastern and southern boundaries of the district. The lost buildings and most of the surviving ones
were documented by the Historic American Building Survey in 1988.
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Individual Company Historical Overviews:

Carr, Ryder and Adams Company/Caradco:

By 1895 this firm was termed “one of the largest concerns in this country, devoted to the manufacture of sash, doors,
blinds, etc.” By 1911 this leading Dubuque millworking company occupied a dozen acres of ground and claimed to be “the
largest producer in the world of white pine doors and sash.” During its 112-year long presence in Dubuque, Caradco claimed
that it manufactured over 30 million doors and 55 million windows. What Dubuque historian Randolph Lyon described as “one
of the nation’s premier millwork companies” claimed that its products were found in the White House, at West Point, at
Northwestern University (Evanston, Illinois) and at the University of Iowa (Iowa City, Iowa). As early as 1895, company
products could be found as far away from Dubuque as the Forth Worth County Courthouse (Fort Worth, Texas) (Daily Herald,
January 1, 1895; Gardner, p. 16; Lyon, pp. 56-57).

Farley & Loetscher Company sold off its plastic sheet manufacturing patents and facilities to Caradco in 1960 and when
the other mill buildings were closed in 1962, Caradco acquired many of the buildings and became the largest millworking firm
in the country. During World War II the company produced footlockers and ammunition boxes for the war effort. In 1958 it
became Caradco and continues under that name today. At one time the company had extensive branch plants and subsidiaries
and these were divested of after World War II. The Scoville Manufacturing Company acquired Caradco in 1968 and over time
all manufacturing was removed to Rantoul, Illinois. Door manufacturing continued until October 1978 when 84 jobs were
discontinued (Lyon, pp. 56-57; http://www.jeld-wen.com).

William Wyatt Carr (1824-1909) reached Dubuque in 1866 from New York State. He partnered with W. H. Austin and
the Carr & Austin Company was established in 1866. He was credited “with a rare foresightedness that few men have, he
discovered that Dubuque was a good distribution point for sash and doors, near the Wisconsin timber and a veritable empire at
its western gateway...” The Carr family name has the distinction of surviving as the lead name in each of the successive
corporate name changes. The firm occupied two other sites and was burned out twice, in 1871 and again in 1879. It purchased
the Patch & White Sash, Door and Blind Company and Planing Mills, located on the east side of Jackson Street, between East
9™ and East 10™ Streets. That acquisition brought their company into the district. Two early partners, A. B. Carlin and J. A.
Rickard, later worked with Christian Loetscher. The company went through numerous reorganizations during its history (Daily
Herald, May 21, 1881; Telegraph-Herald, December 4, 1909):

1866: Carr & Austin Company

1887: Carr, Ryder & Wheeler Company (incorporation July 1, capital125,000)

1890: Carr, Ryder & Engler Company (stock increased to $150,000)

1897: Carr, Ryder & Adams Company

1938: Carr, Ryder & Collier Company (James Collier joined the firm in 1895, and was president 1939-47)
1958: Caradco (Lester G. Wendt joined the company in 1915, and served as president 1947-63+)

John Taylor Adams (1862-1939) was a key leader in the company’s history and was a nationally significant political
operative in the Republican Party. He was aware that the company needed a new timber source and that that source was to be
the West Pacific Coast. The western wood source was Sugar and Ponderosa pine in contrast to white pine. As of 1900 a
developing western lumber industry was failing because they didn’t understand how to properly dry the cut timber. Adams was
called west in mid-1901 to help the struggling West Side Timber and Flume Company of Tuolumne, California. The company
owner, William H. Crocker, was a conservative Republican leader who was a long-time ally of Adams during his political
career. Adams and at least seven other company employees remained with the California company for three years and they too
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Figure 25 is the earliest depiction of the Carr, Ryder & Wheeler plant. The entirety of the company fits within a single
block, although the image strives to make the whole all the more impressive. Carr & Austin were completely burned out in
November 1879 and moved to a new location. Their plant again burned in May 1880. These early plants were relatively
modestly in scale and the second fire loss totaled just $12,000. Rumors circulated to the effect that the firm would relocated to
Wisconsin but in mid-November 1880 the company purchased lumber yard to the east of the railroad and between 11" and 12®
Streets. Proximity to “the lumber interests” was a key factor in the new location. Within the district, they also acquired “a
piece of ground diagonally opposite to the new linseed oil factory, on which they will erect a warehouse” (Die Jowa, November
20, 1879; May 26, 1880; Times, November 11, 1880; Herald, November 12, 1880).

Architect F. D. Hyde was preparing plans for a new sash, door and blind factory as of late November 1880 and it was
hoped to start the foundation work within a few weeks, weather permitting. Things did not proceed so very quickly and in early
January the company reorganized as Carr, Ryder & Wheeler, N. C. Ryder having joined the firm. The enlarged partnership had
changed the company’s building plans. Originally the Jackson and 9" Streets site was envisioned as a warehouse and shipping
point, while the factory itself was to have been on the other site well to the north. But additional land on Jackson Street and
existing facilities became available in early February, as this account details:

Sale of a Planing Mill
Messrs. Carr, Ryder & Wheeler have purchased, from A. Kaiser, the old Patch & Waite
property, including the stone planing mill and other buildings. The new firm intend to build
additional buildings covering the ground as far south as Ninth street, making it the largest sash,
door and blind factory in the city or perhaps in the west. The price paid for the Patch property
is between $8,000 and $10,000. This purchase changes the proposed erection of a factory on
the Langworthy lots, as the grounds offer ample room for sash works and warehouse.

At any rate, architects Keenan and Hyde were once again revising the plans for what was described as being “larger than those
destroyed by fire.” Architect Hyde called for stone foundation bids for “our warehouse and factory” in mid-March. William J.
Woods (Woods, Butt & Frick) received the brickwork contract in early February. Work was underway by mid-April.
Incredibly the company’s temporary quarters burned in late May, so they quickly assembled a temporary worksite. New
machinery for the permanent plant was arriving from Pennsylvania by mid-September (Herald, November 23, 1880; January 7,
February 2, 8, March 16, April 12, May 21, September 10, 1881; Times, April 12, 1881).

Stone walls from Patch’s plant survive in the northwest portion of Building #9 and Figure 25 shows the combined
buildings with a unified brick fagade, the whole of which comprised most of a half city block. Supportive structures including
wood drying kilns and the like occupied the half block to the east. Typical of industrial lithographs, the plant is shown divorced
from its surrounding milieu. Much of the core building was built in 1881-1882 at a cost of $35,000. Substantial additions
followed in 1883, 1888, 1890, 1892, 1897, 1901-02, 1903 and 1905. The 1903 addition infilled along 10" Street and “added
greatly to the appearance of the factory.” The 1905 addition, 100 feet square, added a third story to a pre-existing two-story
drying kiln that occupied the northeast quarter of the block (the kiln units remain in place). This improvement added 50,000
square feet to a plant total of 200,000 square feet (Daily Times, November 11, 1880; April 21, 1881; Herald, May 21, December
4, 1881; December 19, 1883; March 15, 1888; January 18, 1891; December 25, 1892; January 5, 1898; August 2, 1901;
Telegraph-Herald, December 13, 1903; May 12, 1905; Enterprise, June 20, 1903).

By the end of 1882 the company facilities were termed “one of the most extensive planing mills and sash and door
factories in the west.” The company’s market area was rapidly expanding as newspapers reported large shipments as far distant
as Texas and Mexico. At that same time, it was reported that 32 carloads of lumber were accumulated on nearby railroad tracks
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By the end of 1894 the company was termed “one of the largest concerns in this country, devoted to the manufacture of
sash, doors, blinds, etc.” With 300 employees, the company had its own water and electric plants and the steam plant powered
engines having a total of 500 horsepower. While factory work was dangerous and working conditions harsh, workers were, by
1893, given ten days off, likely without pay, so that they could attend the county fair. These lengthy shutdowns, often
accomplished in early January, also allowed for the refitting of machinery and equipment. The early 1902 shut down lasted a
full three-weeks for example (the prolonged closing was due to the installation of four new boilers that replaced those that had,
in turn, replaced the ones that exploded in 1884). By the end of 1894 the entire plant was protected by a Grinnell water
sprinkler system. The improvement resulted in a legal battle with the water company when the latter demanded a $100 per year
fee for it in lieu of the usual meter based system. A railroad spur line was added on Washington Street, along the east side of
the factory, in 1897. In 1901 the plant installed an extensive new mill outfit for the manufacture of sash, doors, etc. “that will
employ not less than 100 men.” By mid-1902 the block to the northeast, the former Novelty Iron Works, was leased for
additional factory space and daily door production increased from 1,500 units to 2,500. The work force was 350 men,
excluding the office and sales force. It was then locally rated as “the largest [complex] of its kind in the Northwest.” The block
was finally purchased and it would be solidly built up and expanded as the company continued to expand. In 1903 a 10" Street
void in the original factory was infilled with a new three-story building. A company official reported that 1905 was likely the
firm’s “banner year” for business. That same year saw the final infilling of the original factory, adding 50,000 square feet to
what was a plant that occupied an entire block to the three-story level. By 1906 the company’s business was large enough that
officials declined to provide cost estimates on its continued expansion. The Telegraph-Herald estimated $25,000 in
improvements made that year and reported that the company had acquired adjoining buildings to its parcel on the west side of
Jackson Street (Daily Herald, July 4, 1893; January 1, December 29, 1895; December 22, 1896; October 13, 1897; Telegraph-
Herald, January 9, June 8, 1902; December 13, 1903; May 12, 1905; December 30, 1906).

The company also expanded westward across Jackson Street, between East 9™ and East 10" Streets. A new power plant
(building #10) was built on the west side of Jackson Street and the five-story reinforced concrete building (building #3) was
built to the northeast, at Washington and East 11" Streets. The company had also expanded to the east where they had leased
the entire Novelty Iron Works, adding another full block to company operations. The lease was in place by August 1901 and an
entire set of sash and door machinery was placed in the buildings by October 1901. An additional 100 employees worked in
these new facilities. At that time they had a railroad switch located within a building east of Washington Street. In early March
a 16-inch wide iron pipe was erected across the same street, between the two buildings, to move wood shavings. The
considerably enlarged plant now emboldened the Telegraph-Herald to proclaim that the factory was “the largest of its kind in
the Northwest.” The company offices were also remodeled and enlarged at this time, “forming a splendid suite commensurate
with the growth and prosperous condition of the business” (Daily Telegraph, August 2, 1901; Telegraph-Herald, March 4, June
8, 1902; Enterprise, October 20, 1901).

Further construction work was envisioned on the newly-acquired block above East 10" Street. The Times-Journal
described the planned work:

Immense Factory Plant: Carr, Ryder & Adams Co. Plan A Gigantic Structure:

What will be the largest single factory building in the city will be the immense new plant which Carr, Ryder &
Adams Co. will start work on as soon as spring opens up. The plans as prepared contemplate improvements
that will more than double the present capacity of the company.

The new factory plant will be on the south side of Eleventh Street on Washington, and will be 171 by 187 feet,
five stories and basement. It will be of brick and stone and of fire proof construction modern in every detail

and built especially for factory purposes.
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It will be built in two divisions with fire walls and fire proof openings between. It will have a fire proof tinned
roof, and metal window frames and wire glass.

In contemplation of the great addition to the capacity of the factory, a new power station is to be erected
across Jackson street from the present factory north of the Biscuit Company’s plant, where Carr, Ryder &
Adams Co. recently purchased three lots. Contracts for this building were let last week and the foundation for
the great smoke stack was put in last fall.

This power station will be 40 by 100 feet, and will be a two-story brick building with wide entrance and large
windows.

The present plant now covers the entire block between Tenth and Eleventh, from Jackson to Washington
Streets and part of the block east. The completion of the new building with other improvements which the
company contemplates will give it a plant of solid buildings covering more than two and a half blocks. The
plans for the new building are practically complete and the contracts are to be let and arrangements made for
beginning work as soon as spring opens up.

The “entire block” reference should read from Washington to Elm Streets. Apparently just half of this planned
building was built, the north half being added, using reinforced concrete construction, in 1924 (Times-Journal,
January 21, 1910).

The year 1910 also marked the first city allowance for carrying overhead pipes across Jackson Street. This feature
would and still does typify the district. A year later, in 1911, building #10 was expanded to the north and south with a
warehouse to the south and a 40 feet by 100 feet warehouse to the north at a cost of $50,000 (Z7imes-Journal, January 21,
October 2, 1910; January 1, 1911; Building Permits).

The company suffered the loss of lumber sheds and lumber in the great fires of May 1911 and April 1915. Losses in the
latter, which consumed the entire company lumberyard and 2.5 million board feet of seasoned pine and hardwood lumber, were
$150-175,000 (Times-Journal, May 27, 1911; Telegraph-Herald, April 27, 1915).

A $200,000 160,000 square foot storage building addition was built in 1919 and was notable for both its wintertime
construction and the fact that a building of this scale was unusual at a time when very little new construction was underway.
The contractor was the George Stiles Construction Company, which claimed to be the only builder capable of doing winter
building using concrete. Smoky “salamanders” or open stoves heated the new concrete to allow for the concrete to cure. The
new building, intended for storage, had a live load rating of 259 pounds to the square inch. The north half of building #3, a
five-story reinforced concrete design valued at $400,000 was built in 1919. The first of three block-long lumber warehouses
was built east of Elm Street in 1948 (non-extant, outside of district boundary). The final major building (building #5), an
“absolutely fireproof” five-story combination warehouse and factory, was built on the northeast corner of Jackson and 10"
Street in 1924. Its completion would add 100 men to the company workforce and its estimated construction cost was $100,000.
A research building was built in 1954 (Times-Journal, December 19, 31, 1919; Telegraph-Herald, January 4, December 28,
1924).
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Figure 28 depicts the expansion of Carr, Ryder and Adams from its original block (building #9, visible right center)
north and northeast. A second full block had been built up and a warehouse and company office had been completed to the
west. The old Morrison Boiler Works still stands (just below the diagonal catwalk). The company lumber warehouses are just
visible in the upper left corner.

By 1930 the company’s product list consisted of “sash, windows, screens, doors, frames, blinds, mouldings, stairwork,
cabinet work, panel cases, ironing board cabinets, wardrobes, radiator covers, book cases, breakfast nooks, colonnades, mantels,
mantel shelves, porch work and garden furniture.” A 400-page color catalog enumerated the product details (Zelegraph-Herald,
April 30, 1930).

The Carr-Ryder and Adams Company was the first to voluntary adopt the National Recovery Act code of 1933. That
code implemented a 40-hour workweek and raised pay scales, in an effort to increase employment nationally. A brief strike
against both of the giant millworking companies took place in mid-August 1935. Almost immediately, the employers called
upon the governor to call out National Guard troops and Carr, Ryder and Adams placed advertisements for strikebreakers. A
total of 1,400 workers were on the picket line but settlement was quickly made with the Farley & Loetscher Company, and all
were back at work in just over two week’s time (Telegraph-Herald, August 6, 1933; August 11, 15, 22, 23, 1935).

During World War II the company, like the American home front, was completely committed to the war effort, both in
terms of production and the support of the 118 company employees who were in the service. A monthly “Bilt-Well
Serviceman’s Bulletin” was issued throughout the war. The bulletin tallied the five employees who died in service, encouraged
the writing of letters to the servicemen and otherwise kept employees and servicemen in touch. Special “VE” and “VJ” issues
celebrated the milestones in winning the war.

During the war the company provided anything that could be made out of wood. This included 382,000 105 mm
howitzer shell crates, 75,000 boxes for 3-inch gun ammunition, and 25,000 foot lockers along with other packing forms and
furniture. Building materials also absorbed much of the plant’s manufacturing capacity. The company produced 100,000 cello-
glass sash and screens for South Pacific building construction, as well as woodwork for such domestic facilities as ordnance
plants, the Great Lakes Naval Training Station, naval bases in Trinidad and Newfoundland, hospitals in the Pacific and US, war
housing and essential service needs (“Bilt-Well Serviceman’s Bulletin,” August 1945).
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...In 1897 some Iowa cities did a very large amount of building, but this year there seems to have been a lull.
Iowa has had a rather peculiar record since the panic of 1893. It took two or three years for its people to find
out that there has been any panic, and prosperity prevailed while most states were complaining bitterly of
business depression ; but in 1895 there began to be some falling off in requirement [of sash, doors, etc.], which
was greater in 1896; and even the tremendous spurt of demand in the fall of last year was not so noticeable in
Iowa as in most Western states. This year there is a very fair volume of business in lumber, but the sash and
door and interior finish trades do not seem to be profiting in proportion. Still the Farley & Loetscher factory
has been kept fairly busy all the seasons, and particularly so on stock goods which it has supplied in large
quantities to the jobbing trade....(Herald, August 26, 1898).

Incendiarism was another obstacle. The first of several lumber fires struck the company in 1899. This one targeted Farley &
Loetscher and these losses were severe because they destroyed expensive high quality dried hardwood stocks (Cedar Rapids
Gazette, April 6, 1899).

The Dubuque Enterprise termed the firm as “among the largest manufacturers of fine interior finish, doors, windows,
blinds, mouldings and fine mill work in general in the entire country” by 1902. The same source noted that the firm was notable
both for its national market and its national reputation for quality workmanship (Enterprise, August 10, 1902).

The plant of the company is one of the most extensive of its kind in the United States, comprising, as it does, a
mammoth four-story structure, covering an entire block 100 by 225 feet in dimensions. It is needless to say that
in the equipment of this immense plant the company have called to their aid all the latest improvements in
wood-working machinery (ibid.).

A year later, the same source added:

Sash and door manufacturing is one of the leading industries in the city and the great factories of Farley &
Loetscher Mnfg. Co., and the Carr, Rider [sic] & Adams Co. each occupy solid blocks and employ between
them upwards of 750 men (Enterprise, January 24, 1903).

Farley & Loetscher accounted for 350 of this total worker figure, and was the lesser of the two firms at least by that measure.
The company plant, enlarged by the addition of a fourth floor, continued to occupy all of one city block (Figure 42).
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Some humility remained in local newspaper circles as of late 1906 when the plant was termed “one of [the] world’s
biggest” and it was acknowledged that Farley & Loetscher was “sharing with another Dubuque institution the honor of being
the largest sash, door and blind factory in the world...” Anticipating the building work to be accomplished three years later, it
was stated that the factory complex “rising five stories in height and covering two whole city squares...entirely without regard
to the warehouse which covers another entire square.” In fact, the factory fully occupied two half-blocks, neither of which
reached five stories absent counting the raised basements. Five hundred employees and 25 traveling salesmen were also tallied,
the exponentially larger latter number representing real progress in growing a national market since the mid-1890s. The Times-
Journal observed that “whole forests are cut down every year to supply the lumber which this factory uses” and that all of the
annual building realized in Dubuque could be supplied with just a fortnight’s production from this factory (Zimes-Journal,
September 30, 1906).

The north five-story section of building #18 was built in 1906. The foundation was finished by July 1. The ground
floor was faced with Bedford, Indiana, limestone. The building was completely fireproof, with tile sub walls and a brick
veneer. The company offices occupied the first floor and the upper floors, devoid of any heavy machinery, were to be used for
the finishing of fine products, free from dust. The building was the first local use of the Kahn system of reinforced concrete and
it also employed the first gasoline engine powered hoist used in Dubuque (Telegraph-Herald, August 5, 1906).

Julius Kahn contributed to the development of reinforced concrete construction by advocating that the nature of the
reinforcement was more critical than was the quality of the concrete and its mixing. He developed a system of reinforcement
that relied on broad concrete-encased horizontal beams that worked with the reinforced columns. He advocated for this
approach in an article titled “A Plea For Reinforced Concrete,” which appeared in The American Architect on January 30, 1904.

While over-built, his approach enabled the confident construction of massive experimental buildings, the most noteworthy and
early being the 15-story Marlborough House, built in Atlantic City, New Jersey, in 1905-06. The Farley & Loetscher building,
built in 1906, pre-dated Kahn’s patents by a full year and represents what might have been a first large-scale use of reinforced
concrete construction in Dubuque at least (Wafer, p. 8-3).

Four years later, the Times-Journal was content to count Farley & Loetscher as “one of the most mammoth industries in
the country.” It observed:

...Because such great industries as the Farley & Loetscher Manufacturing Co. are leading the city and its
kindred interests to better and more prosperous times through its own spirit of enterprise and determined effort
[Dubuque] is forging to the front, greater than ever before...

This architecturally beautiful manufacturing plant covers more than ten acres of floor space, its buildings
cover block after block. Its dry kiln and lumber sheds are enormous in size, Streets are artistically bridged as
thoroughfares from one department to another, its equipment embraces every known modern design for the
accurate and thorough development of finished work...As an entirety the Farley & Loetscher Manufacturing
Co. is the most modern and best equipped industrial plant in the world for the manufacture of millwork of all
kinds...”

Well there it is, maybe not the world’s largest such plant but the most modern in its equipment (7imes-Journal, June 23, 1910).
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ONE OF THE WORLD’S LARGEST
Farley Loetscher Company Manufactures Sash and Doors on Mammoth Scale

Sharing with another Dubuque institution the honor of being the largest sash, door and blind
manufactory in the world is the Farley-Loetscher company, of Dubuque, Ia. Its tremendous size
is one of the most impressive facts in the industrial life of Dubuque and accounts of additions
and enlargements threaten to become an old story.

The undirected visitor to the factory is practically sure to become lost. Rising five stories in
height and covering the two whole city squares the main buildings of the company afford a
remarkable amount of floor space and this is entirely without regard to the warehouse which
covers another entire square.

Likewise impressive are the facts regarding the number of hands and traveling men. Nearly
five hundred of the former and twenty-five of the latter are kept busy throughout the year and in
addition an office staff which is larger than the total number of employees in some factories not
contemptible in size.

Whole forests are cut down every year to supply the lumber which this factory uses in making
doors and sash and in general and special mill work.

Large as it the amount of new building every year in Dubuque, the total here would not keep
going the Farley-Loetscher company a fortnight (7imes-Journal, September 30, 1906).

The next building project, accomplished in 1909-10, added a five-story half-block sized southward extension to the
1906 building on White, 7" and 8" Streets. The new building, costing $100,000, contained a replacement power plant site and
housed finishing rooms that were completely separated from any operating machinery. It also housed the company offices
(Fraser, HABS Iowa 31-DUBU-13-AC, Gardner, p. 32).

Great Factory Addition: Farley & Loetscher Mnfg. Co. To Push Work In Spring:

Only the excessive cold weather has put a stop to the work on the great addition which the Farley & Loetscher
Mnfg. Co. is building to its plant. This building will cover the entire west half of the block on White, between
Seventh and Eighth Streets, and it is one of the very largest factory projects the city has ever had.

The fifty feet fronting on White at the Seventh street corner was built up last year, and is a five story and
basement structure. It is the intention to build up the remainder of the block, 206 feet front, the structure to
conform to the corner in style and design. This will make a solid five story and basement structure covering the
entire east [west?] half of the block. Its dimensions will be 100 by 256 feet. Since the entire east half of the
block is occupied by the present factory, the completion of the new building will give the company a factory
plant covering a solid block, 220 by 256 feet.

The largest single building under one roof in the city is its lumber sheds and dry house on the block east of the
factory block, this being a brick structure also 220 by 256 feet. In addition to these two solid blocks the
company several years ago built up the half block on Jackson, from Eighth to Ninth, which 1s north of the
factory plant, with a four story and basement brick building for warehouse and shipping purposes. This plant of
two and a half blocks is unquestionably not only the largest factory plant in Iowa, but one of the very largest in
the western country.

The new building will be of fireproof construction throughout and is designed for the special purposes of the
company.
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The enlargement of the plant which the new building will effect has made necessary the installation of a
complete new power plant, the new smokestack for which is 153 feet high and the largest in diameter of any in
the city.

The development of the Farley & Loetscher Mnfg. Co. is indeed marvelous. It was started in 1875, thirty-five
years ago, by Mr. Christian Loetscher, the present head of the business, and the genius of its development, and
the late Jesse F. Farley, under the style of Farley & Loetscher. Its beginning was indeed modest, it being a
planing mill occupying a story and a half frame at the corner of Jackson and Eighth Streets. The first brick
building was put up on the site of the frame structure in 1879,and from this has been developed the immense
business of today, which takes rank as the largest sash and door factory in the world.

Mr. Christian Loetscher is the president, James M. Burch, vice president and treasurer, and J. A. Loetscher,
secretary. These with Messrs. Eugene Ryan and A. A. Loetscher comprise the board of directors.

Mr. Christian Loetscher, who has designed and personally superintended all the building operations and other
improvements is giving his personal attention to the new work.

The power plant was built last fall and to make way for the new structure the old smoke stack was taken down
and the former power plant dismantled. The corner at Eighth and White street [sic] has been built up one story
and a good start has been made on the foundation along White street, so that with the opening of spring the
work will be pushed vigorously and it is expected to be complete by fall (Times-Journal, January 21, 1910).

Incendiarism reared its nefarious head big-time in mid-April 1910. Two major fires broke out within hours of each
other, destroying the Julien Hotel and consuming ten acres of dried lumber owned by the Standard Lumber Company, located at
the foot of 7" Street. The threat of loss was far greater than lumber alone. The Waterloo Reporter observed:

..To the west, southwest and northwest is located the principal manufacturing district of the city—the plants of
the Farley, Loetscher, the Carr, Ryder, Adams company, both sash and door manufacturing establishments
covering several blocks, each with plants worth hundreds of thousands of dollars and filled with and surrounded
by highly inflammable material. This district seemed in greatest danger for a time but at the time of writing it
was thought it might be saved if the wind kept to the north.

The fires returned a year later and destroyed the city’s lumber milling industry forever. The Farley & Loetscher Company
escaped the massive losses suffered by Carr, Ryder and Adams, which lost its lumber stores. Farley & Loetscher next suffered
losses, two employee deaths and one serious injury, when its shaving shed exploded in April 1917, with a loss of $25,000 to the
firm. The plant closed and 700 employees were put out of work while the damage was repaired. A year later the engine room
exploded killed two and injured three others. A freak windstorm in late April 1921, tossed lumber piles against the company’s
office building breaking over 25 windows (Waterloo Reporter, April 12, 1910; Iowa City Daily Citizen, April 10, 1917; The
Renwick Times, April 26, 1917; Waterloo Courier, February 21, 1918; The Oelwein Daily Register, April 26, 1921).

By 1911 the company was using “Quality-Bilt” as its brand imprimatur. There were two branch factories, located in
Des Moines and in Sioux Falls, each being separately incorporated. This was the year of labor unrest across all of the
millworking plants. The ten-month long strike, involving in excess of one thousand workers, has been described previously

(Gardner, p. 32).

Figure 45 represents a rather creative inflation of the company buildings as they appeared in 1911. The image better
depicts the aspirations of the company than it does the actual building layouts. Ostensibly the two full half-blocks that fronted
east along Jackson Street are presented, with all of the other company buildings being conveniently tucked behind them to the

west (www.Dubuquepostcards.com).
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other buildings shown to the west of White Street are not documented by any Sanborn Map and likely represent buildings that
were located elsewhere.

Christian Loetscher, the company founder died in mid-1922 and was eulogized in the company newsletter, titled the
“Re-Saw.” This publication noted that the company was by this time “one of the largest sash and door and exclusive millwork
manufacturing concerns in the country.” There were three branch factories (Sioux Falls, Des Moines, and Chicago, where two
millwork factories were consolidated) and company employees now numbered nearly one thousand with a sales force of 15.
Christian Loetscher’s role in securing white pine lumber for the company was credited to his initial residency on the West Coast
when he first immigrated to the United States. He was credited with being the first to experiment with using coastal pine for
producing stock doors and windows, giving Farley & Loetscher an advantage over those mills that were dependent upon local
depleted timber sources. Loetscher was also credited with being both the architect and contractor for all of his buildings, now
covering a total of 15 acres with its total floor space. A brother Andrew A. Loetscher (1857-1925), died just three years later.
He had risen from being the company’s first employee to its vice president and superintendent. John A. Loetscher (1873-1954),
the son of Christian Loetscher, became the company president in 1927 (following J. M. Burch who served as president for 20
years) and “‘under his leadership [the company] obtained a leading position in its line” and it was stated that the company’s
buildings’ interior space covered an equivalence of 23 acres (or 21 acres per the Re-Saw of 1944. It was in 1927 that the
company had its largest number of employees, reported to be 1,250 workers (“Re-Saw,” May 1922; March 1925; Telegraph-
Herald, January 12, 1962; 1944, No. 3; 1951, No. 1; Social Security Death Index).

By the end of 1930 Farley & Loetscher operated their three branch factories and had distributor warehouses at Salt Lake
City, Kansas City, Missouri, Rockford, Illinois, Washington, D.C. and Atlanta. Large wholesale distributors were also located
in 30 major cities and otherwise across the country (Dubuque Business, December 1929, p. 11).

The 1930s witnessed the hard economic times of the Great Depression. The company struggled to avoid layoffs and on
March 31, 1938, finally made Saturday a full holiday to reduce labor costs. Some indications of an improved economy and
more new construction had simply failed to improve sales. One industrial development was the appearance of the first
manufacturing company that specialized in producing cabinet hardware, the American Cabinet Hardware Corporation, of
Rockford, Illinois, founded in 1928. Farley & Loetscher was one of its largest initial new customers. Farley & Loetscher added
a Plastics Division in the late 1930s, and that division produced laminated plastics. Its products were produced under the
patented brand of Farlite. The plastics laboratory and production site were contained within new single-story buildings
(building #17) built in 1924 at White and East 9" Streets. The Company also experimented with particle board beginning in
1929. A broader product line was also introduced, one that added rolling garage doors and complete kitchen cabinet sets
(Telegraph-Herald, January 12, 1962; “Farley & Loetscher Bulletin,” March 31, 1938;
http://www fundinguniverse.com/company-histories/Amerock-Corporation-History.html).’

The role of the company during World War II is less well understood. As already noted, plastic three-bladed airplane
props were produced and one of these props was long on display at the plant site. Company salaries were frozen in late 1944
and the company struggled to find a way to provide bonuses or to increase salaries. There were several improvements made
during the war years and in the late 1940’s. Four underground tanks were buried along Jackson Street at the southwest corner
of its intersection with East 9" Street in 1942 and the alley to the east of building #18 was vacated and infilled in 1943 and a

3 The list of company millworking corporate customers, in addition to Farley & Loetscher also included the following firms: Boro Wood,
Curtis, Del-Mar, Geneva Modern, Hot-Point, Kitchen Maid, Lyon, Morgan, American Central, Mutschler, Shirley, Coopes Inc. and
Youngstown Steel (http://www.fundinguniverse.com/company-histories/ Amerock-Corporation-History.html).
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in July, to the enjoyment of a large audience. The boatyard was enlarged by 300 feet in early 1899. By March the
company again was employing 150 hands and had several orders in for boat machinery. Three months later the
workforce numbered 250 and a threatened strike was avoided, “Chicago instigators” having been paid off and
dismissed. (Herald, February 8, March 22, 29, June 8, July 24, 1898; January 24, 1899).

A small foundry roof fire was put out with little loss in August 1898. Rumors of impending failure circulated at
that time and a public assurance stated that 200 workers were employed in day and night shifts. That fall, another
newspaper article noted that the company had already “made its reputation building big steamboats and supplying the
iron for such great structures as the [Dubuque] Malting company’s brewery” as well as small orders. The public was
again reassured that the company would “operate its machine shop and foundry full time all winter.” An article in
Engineering News lauded the boat-building record of the company. The outlook for producing steel boats was rosy and
Dubuquers were reminded that “there are now several cities on the Mississippi river anxious to have such a plant as the
Iowa Iron works and its boat yards...and no stone should be left unturned by Dubuque men to hold the lead they now
have in the most extensive and best boat building plant on the Mississippi” (Herald, August 15, 17, November 18,

1898; January 11, 1900).

While the boat yard location lies beyond the boundaries of this district, the factory worked directly with the
boat assemblage, supplying all of the materials. The largest towboat in the world, the Peter Sprague, was launched on
December 15, 1901. The revenue cutter William Windom and the torpedo boat Ericsson had preceded the Sprague
down the ways. Apart from a riverfront location and skilled labor, the Herald wondered that boats were being built at
Dubuque. “That Dubuque, which is remote from the sources of iron, steel and coal supplies, should acquire national
reputation as a ship building center is remarkable.” By year’s end the company had contracts that would exceed its
1902 production capacity and partner Robert Bonson, quit his law practice and joined the management team to help
keep up with the growing business. A major 1902 contract was to provide $45,000 in iron (500,000 pounds of castings)
and structural steel (750,000 pounds) for another expansion of the Dubuque Malting Company plant. Boat building
activities were included at its Ice Harbor plant until 1906 when the Dubuque Boat and Boiler Company bought out that
facility. The Iowa Iron Works relocated to Eagle Point (HABS documentation; Herald, November 1, 13, December 12;
1901; February 16, May 9, 1902).

The move by Iowa Iron Works was prompted in part by a very destructive fire on May 9, 1902, which destroyed
the foundry with a $20,000 loss. The fire was a disaster for the firemen, with three of their men dying and another
being seriously injured. In fact, these were the only direct fire-caused deaths in the entire history of the Dubuque Fire
Department. Klauer Manufacturing Company succeeded the company on this site (Washington Street to Elm Street,
East 9™ to East 10" Streets) in 1905 (Herald, May 9, 1902).

Klauer Manufacturing Company:

Peter Klauer (1842-1919) was born in Germany and came to Dubuque in 1850 with his family. His father John
was a local potter. Peter’s initial tinsmiths shop, established in 1870, outgrew three successive buildings and locations
prior to its purchased of the burned-out Iowa Iron Works site (see same). The firm began to produce eave troughs in
1894 and that jobbing trade increased the company’s business. By 1902 company products also included metal roofing,
ornamental steel ceilings, metal cornices and a broad range of architectural metal, rubber and paper products. The firm
incorporated in 1906 as Klauer Manufacturing Company and the acquired works were rebuilt. Products included drain
trough fittings, conductor pipe, metal roofs, siding and beginning in 1908, metal castings. Additional land was acquired
in 1911 and a new plant was built to produce corrugated metal culverts. In 1912 the firm started producing charcoal-




































NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 8 Page 73
Dubuque Millworking District Dubuque, Dubuque County, Iowa

of the largest and most substantial buildings in the city.” The total building cost was put at $50,000, including the
machinery. The machinery, costing $13,000, was being ordered by mid-December. By that time, contractor Peter
Klauer was finishing an iron roof on the new plant. McMurchy, Hopkins and Company fabricated the massive boilers.
By early March 1881 the machinery was being put in place. The building was sufficiently complete as of early March
1881 and operations began in mid-April. The plant capacity was 500 bushels of flax seed a day or 300-500,000 bushels
of see annually. A major improvement during the winter of 1881-82 was the construction of the first of three massive
oil storage tanks (1,000 barrel capacity) (Jacobsen 2007, Sioux City Linseed Oil Works, pp. 8-23-24; Herald, August
29, 1880; September 3, 22, October 8, 24, 30, November 24, December 3, §, 11, 23, 1880; March 2, 10, 20, 23, April
12, 14, 17, 29, May 28, December 20, 1881).

One major product was oil cake, the seed residual that had lost most of its linseed oil. Ideal for livestock as a
feed, the product enjoyed a European rather than domestic market at this time. The first recorded oil cake shipment, to
Bremen, Germany, was announced in mid-June 1881. Subsequent notices identified Liverpool, London, England, and
Europe as points of shipping. The largest single export, was ten full carloads of oil cake in March 1882. At that time
the company had been in constant operation for 168 hours. The plant also received carloads of flax seed which it
distributed or sold to area farmers to encourage a seed supply (Herald, June 15, 1881; January 19, February 5, 8, 23,
March 5, September 29, November 25,December 28, 1882; July 24, October 23, November 14, 1883).

Linseed oil has a peculiar odor and by early October 1882 it was noted that “Ninth street, between White and
Jackson, probably smells the loudest of any street in the city.” The financial difficulties of 1882-1883 resulted in record
low prices for linseed oil and by mid-1882, it was reported that very large orders for oil were being contracted at hardly
favorable prices. Still, new equipment was being installed as of the fall of 1882 and the company amended its
incorporation, increasing its capital stock from $25,000 to $35,000 in December 1883 (Herald, July 26, October 4,
1882; December 2, 1883).

One of the climactic fires that threatened the entire industrial district took place on October 6, 1890 when a
blaze occurred in the south end of this building. It is possible that extensive surviving fire scorching marks in the south
basement of building #13 were caused by this blaze. The two hour battle on the part of the firemen saved the three
massive oil storage tanks that lined the west side of the plant, and finally, saved the plant itself. The damage was
extensive (Herald, October 7, 1890).

The oil works continued its operations at least until early March 1898 when it was shut down indefinitely and
its seed was shipped to Chicago. By this time it had been acquired by the National Linseed Oil Company, a linseed oil
trust. A year later it was sold to the American Linseed Oil Company, the successor trust, with a value of $56,000. It
was back in operation as of that time. The plant is listed in city directories through 1901. By November 1901 the
vacant plant was being stripped of its brass when the salvors triggered a small fire in the engine room. Once again, the
building was barely saved (Herald, March 4, 1898; January 13, 1899; November 2, 1901; City Directories, lowa State
Gazetteer, 1910-11).

The former oil works began a new life in March 1903 when the Farley & Loetscher Company acquired it and
announced plans to expand the building southward. The Dubuque City Council approved a 26-foot high connective
arched enclosed catwalk that would link the expanded building with the company’s original building, located due south
across 8" Street (Telegraph-Herald, March 20, 1903).
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10. Geographical Data:

UTM References, Continued:

5/E Zone 15 692000 4707820
6/F Zone 15 692080 4707740
7/G Zone 15 692120 4707760
8/H Zone 15 692110 4707890
9/1 Zone 15 692160 4708100
Boundary Description:

The district is roughly bounded by White Street on the west and continues along the alleyway between White and
Jackson Streets. The western boundary continues along Jackson to E. 11® Street. The north boundary is East 11" Street. The
east boundary is the vacated Elm Street south from East 11™ Street for two blocks, west one block along East 9™ Street, then
one-half block south along Washington Street, west a block between E. 9™ and E. 8™ Streets, and south along Jackson Street.
The boundary continues west one-half block, north one block, west one-half block and closes at White Street.

The district includes Lot 1 Center City Place, City Lots 428 & 429 & N Part City Lot 427, City Lot 389 & N 30.83”
City Lot 390, City Lots 391 Thru 393, 389A, 425, 426, & S Part of 427 S 20.17' of 390, N 1/2 -W Bal, Lot 2 Center City Place
(375 East 9TH ST), Lot 2 Center City Place (375 East 9TH ST), Lot 2 Center City Place (375 East 9TH ST), City Lots 394
Thru 398, 420 Thru 424, & S Y2 - W Bal of City Lot 505A & City Lot, City Lot 383, City Lot 382, Lot 2 of City Lot 381, Lot 1
of City Lot 381 N 36°2” of City Lot 380, City Lot 379 & S 15’ of City Lot 380, City Lots 349A, 349, 350, 351, 352, 353, 374,
375,376,377, & 378, W 45’ City Lot 399 W 45° — N ¥ - City Lot 400, E 55° of City Lot 399 E 55’ — N % - of City Lot 400, S
V2 of City Lot 400 City Lot 401, Lot 1 of City Lot 417 & City Lot 418 & 419, City Lots 354, 355, 356, 357, & 358 Also W /2
Alley Between White, City Lots 364-368, Also Vacated Alley Between City Lots 359 to 363.

Boundary Justification:

This area was historically associated with the surviving industrial buildings that now define the district, including
residual buildings from several earlier firms. Additional buildings qualify for inclusion within the district. These include an
enclosed lumber shed and a 1948 power plant that were associated with Farley and Loetscher Company, and a factory that was
built by the Dubuque Cabinet Makers Association. There is also a saloon building, located on the southwest corner of Jackson
and 11" Streets. These latter two buildings are located to the west of the northwest corner of the district as submitted. The
former two are located to the east of Buildings #13 and #18. They were excluded at this time because they were not included in
Dubuque City Council authorization for the preparation of this district. It is possible that they will be added at a later date
through an amendment process.
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Figure 75: Contributing Buildings within District



NSPgsl:orm 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
( -

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number 10 Page 82
Dubuque Millworking District Dubuque, Dubuque County, Iowa
Photos:

Photographer: James E. Jacobsen
Date of Photographs: October 8, 2007
Original Negatives: City of Dubuque Planning Office
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Figure 76: Photo map
Photo Direction Description
1 northwest northeast corner, towards E. 11" and Elm, buildings 1-2, 5
2 west along E. 11" from Elm, buildings 1-3
3 east along E. 11" from Jackson, buildings 2-4
4 southwest along Jackson from E. 11" left buildings 4, 5, 9, right, 10-13
5 southeast along E. 10™ from west of White, buildings (left) 5, 1, (right), 10
6 south along Jackson from E. 11", buildings 4, 5, 9
7 southeast along E. 10" from Jackson, buildings (left) 5, 1, (right), 9, 7, 6
8 north from Jackson and E. 9", buildings 9, 12
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Additional Information:
# Address, Legal Construction | Description Evaluation
Owner/Tenant Description Date and count
1 11" Street Parcel North, pre- Three-story brick ell factory, in three 1, contributing
1024480013 1884 as single- | sections, wood columns and beams,
Owner: Mid America story brick north/center 80 feet by 53, center 45 feet by

Holdings Lot 1 Center City

108, south 222 feet by 71. There is a raised

Place Center, pre- ashlar limestone foundation. Open
Tenant: Restoration 1884 power courtyard in ell interior corner. Alterations
Warehouse house include loss of enclosed catwalks to
southwest and south. South building has

South, lower solid joist floors/ceilings on lower two

two stories levels, indicating addition of third floor

pre-1884 or (also partly rebuilt with metal columns and

new walls on steel roof.

old founda-

tion, 1909 Historical association, Novelty Iron Works

(Fraser) (or

1919 per 1932

Asso-ciated

Factory

Mutual Fire

Insurance

Map)

2 E. 11" & Washington | Parcel North, 1919, Two five-story brick warehouses, the 1,
1024480013 south, 1910- southernmost being load-bearing brick, the | contributing,

Owner: Mid America Lot 1 Center City | 11, catwalk north one of reinforced concrete designs key
Holdings Place 1924, loading | with brick spandrel infill, northernmost is

dock 1971 rectangular on plan, 168 feet by 91, with its

Tenant: Restoration
Warehouse

longer side oriented east/west. The south
plan, 128 feet by 94. The later design
frames its windows with pilasters and has
industrial sash windows. A raised concrete
foundation and mushroom columns
contrasts with a stone foundation and timber
columns in the south building. South
building also employs pilasters in brick
work, paired window sets in each bay level.
The north building is of interest due to its
winter season construction.

Alterations include some strengthening of
concrete columns, and windows. The four-
story enclosed catwalk dates to 1924. The
alley loading dock dates to 1971

Historical association, Carr, Ryder & Engler
Company
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3 11% Street Parcel 1916 Single-story square brick plan (100 feet by | 1, contributing
1024480002 104, 10,400 square feet) with wood
Owner: Stuart W. and columns and beams. There is no basement
Mary P. Mabusth City Lots 428 & and the foundation is of stone construction.
429 & N Part The current floor level ramps up three feet
Tenant: warehouse for | City Lot 427 from grade. This was originally a covered
construction materials lumber shed. There are six bays and
wooden column roof supports. The original
building had sidelights. Alterations include
sealing of east windows, raised floor.
Historical association, Carr, Ryder & Engler
Company.
4 1098 Jackson Parcel 1916 This is the office building for Carr, Ryder & | 1,
1024480001 Adams Company. It features the most contributing,
Owner: Stuart W. and distinctive architecture of the district, the key
Mary P. Mabusth style being of a Second Renaissance
Revival style. The building is two stories
Tenant: vacant City Lot 389 & with a raised foundation, basement hall, and
N 30.83° of City its footprint measures 81feet by 61. Itis
Lot 390 spatially separated from the complex on
most of its four sides. The building is
virtually unaltered.
Historical association, Carr, Ryder & Engler
Company.
5 1000 Jackson Parcel 1924 Five stories high factory/warehouse 1,
1024480003 building in two sections that covered a contributing,
Owner: Wilmac City Lots 391 vacated alley, the west half measures 121 key
Property Co. Thru 393, 389A, feet by 121, the east half 100 feet by 154.
425,426, & S The basement only is of reinforced concrete
Tenant: offices in Part of 427 S construction, wood columns and beams are
southeast quarter of 20.17' of 390, N used above the basement level, concrete
third floor, art gallery | 1/2 -W Bal columns in the basement. Floors are of
use of southwest solid joist construction. The foundation is
quarter, second floor, an unusual combina-tion of stone and
ground floor leased to concrete. Original plans bear no architect’s
Spahn & Rose Lumber name so the building was designed in-
Co. house.
Alterations include bricked in south
alleyway entry, window replacements.
Historical association, Carr, Ryder & Engler
Company.




NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Dubuque, Dubuque County, Iowa

Description

Evaluation
and count

This is an L-plan two-story reinforced
concrete warehouse building.

Alterations: The eastern front has been clad
in a vertical wood front and the building
serves as offices.

Historical association, Klauer
Manufacturing Company

1, contributing

This is the oldest surviving building in the
district. Single story brick power
shop/warehouse (58 feet by 94). No
basement presently with a raised floor. The
end walls have a stepped gable effect and
the roof is a gambrel form. Brick pilasters
define five bays on the north/south running
west front and three on the southern end
wall. Trusses appear to be original and
combine timber and cast-iron components.
Alterations include the loss of an original
monitor roof form, the infilling of original
windows, and rebuilding of at least the east
side wall.

Historical association, Rouse & Dean
Ironworks Co., Iowa Iron Works, Klauer
Manufacturing Co.

1, contributing

Section number 10 Page 86
Dubuque Millworking District
# Address, Legal Construction
Owner/Tenant Description Date
6 955 Elm Parcel 1937, 1977,
1024480014 1990
Owner: Warehouse Lot 2 Center City
Redevelopment LLC Place (375 East
9TH ST)
Tenant: largely vacant,
some storage,
workshop
7 955 Elm Parcel Post 1872 and
1024480014 pre-1884
Owner: Warehouse
Redevelopment LLC Lot 2 Center City
Place (375 East
Tenant: storage, 9TH ST)
workshop
8 955 Elm Parcel Post-1872 and
1024480014 pre-1884
Owner: Warehouse (miss-dated to
Redevelopment LLC Lot 2 Center City | 1851 but site
Place (375 East | vacant 1872),
Tenant: River City 9TH ST) single-story
Auto Sales enlarged to
two stories
between 1909
and 1936

This is the earliest surviving building in the
district and very likely the oldest industrial
buildings that survive in the city as a whole.
It is a two story brick plan (58 feet by 80).
Brick pilasters form five bays along the
longer north/south dimension and four
across the south end wall. There is an
elaborate brick parapet. Alterations: The
upper windows have been replaced but
semi-circular brick arches remain on the
lower level corroborating earlier date for
first story.

Historical association, Rouse & Dean
Ironworks Co., Iowa Iron Works, Klauer
Manufacturing Co

1, contributing
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9 900 Jackson Parcel Southwest This massive three-story brick factory 1,
1024480009 portion, pre- building fills an entire block (250 feet by contributing,
Owner: Curadco City Lots 394 1882, 220 feet) and encloses a vacated alleyway. key
Building LLLP Thru 398, 420 northwest An interior court remains. Wood columns
Thru424, & S 2 | corner 1884- and beams support the live load. Columns
Tenant: Dubuque Sash | - W Bal of City 1891, north, are of composite construction (bolted broad
& Door, Hometiques Lot 505A & City | northeast and planks). It comprises eight parts or
Lot east sections additions (numbered 1-8 on the 1909/36
1891-1909, Sanborn Map). Former exterior walls with
northeast windows remain in place within the plan.
corner gains a | There is a raised stone foundation.
floor, 1919 Alterations: Massive I-beams have been
added throughout the building over time to
support an ever-increasing weight of
machinery. Heavy diagonal braces tie
together columns and beams throughout the
plan. A complete west side series of
window wells and windows has been
infilled. This building retains many original
windows, but many date from the FIST
filming in 1978.
Historical Association: Carr, Ryder &
Adams, served as the original factory and
office complex.
10 | Owner: Jakd LLC Parcels 1910-1919 This one/two story brick power house 1,
(north bldg-168 E. 1024479009 consists of a core with side wings (core 53 contributing,
10th) City Lot 383 feet by 100 feet, north wing 54 feet by 100 | key
Tenant: offices feet, south wing 28 feet by 61 feet).
1024479010 Sections held wood shavings (south),
Owner: Ryan City Lot 382 boilers (center) and engines (north).
Montague (center, 975 Alterations: Covering/loss of windows,
Jackson) removal of massive brick chimney (post
Tenant: Adult 1024479011 1988), construction of interior floors in
Warehouse Lot 2 of City Lot central building.
381
Owner: John H. White Historical Association: Carr, Ryder &
(south, 955 Jackson) Engler Co.
Tenant: owner storage
11 925 Jackson Parcel 1919 This is timber frame metal clad garage with | 1, contributing
1024479007 L-plan that measures 100 feet by 55 feet.
Owner: John H. White There are front and rear garage doors with
Lot 1 of City Lot an elevated floor.
Tenant: owner storage | 381 N 36°2” of Alterations: Well preserved but
City Lot 380 deteriorated.
Historical Association : Carr, Ryder &
Engler Co.
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12 | 901 Jackson Parcel 1881-1884, This is a four-story brick building (29 feet 2,
151 E. 9 1024479008 fourth story by 100 feet) has a full raised stone contributing,
1913, addition | basement. Fourth floor built with whit brick | key
Owner: Wilmac City Lot 379 & S | evolves out of | and whole painted, fully clad in metal until
Property Co. 15’ of City Lot single-story ¢€.2006. Ceiling levels are eight feet in the
380 frame and rear | basement, 12 feet ground floor, and ten feet
Tenant: leased offices brick power on the upper floors. Elements of interest,
first floor wing, 1891- ovens in basement, loose soap remains
1909, present | between floors.
by 1936 Alterations: Metal cladding and white
painted exterior removed, facades restored.
Chimney removed.
Historical Association: Dubuque Linseed
Oil and Paint Works, Dubuque Cracker
Company (fourth floor and addition)
13 | 801 Jackson Parcel 1881, 1906- This four-story half-block building is the 1,
1024483001 1909, 1924 northernmost of the Farley & Loetscher contributing,
Owner: Wilmac Company complex and is their earliest key
Property Co. City Lots 349A, surviving factory, the second building block
349, 350, 351, to be built. Its north core is a re-building of

Tenant: leased offices | 352, 353, 374,
375,376,377, &
378

the Dubuque Linseed Oil Works press
building and a westward addition to the
alley covers what was oil tank storage. A
floor was added and the full half block
building was in place by 1909. The
northwest corner (that portion running
north/south and east of the alley) dates to
1924 when building #24 was added to the
west and an enclosed catwalk was built to
link them. The north three bays were
rebuilt internally as fireproof reinforced
concrete construction, and the system
continued through the roof to support tanks.
The rest of the plan uses wood columns and
beams. There is a raised stone foundation
wall. The building measures 255 feet by 90
feet with a full-length east side loading dock
(90 feet by 15 feet).

Alterations: Loss of roof tanks, alteration of
some southwest corner windows to light an
interior atrium.

Historical Association: Farley & Loetscher
Co., Dubuque Linseed Oil Works.
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14 | 898 Jackson Parcel 1890, 1891- Two-story brick blacksmith/ foundry 1, contributing
1906, pre- building (30 feet by 45 feet) with a
Owner: Mark 1024484001 1936 combination of wood and iron columns.
Redmond (front) W 45’ City Lot Alterations: Single-story rectangular plan
Tenant: Key City Iron | 399 W45 -N %, addition (77 feet by 55 feet) was replaced in
Works - City Lot 400 recent years with a concrete brick building
with same footprint, south single-story brick
Ownmer: John addition (47.5 feet by 35 feet). The
Rettenmaier (rear) 1024484002 building is remarkably well preserved. Has
Tenant: not E 55’ of City Lot lost a front metal hoist that was mounted on
determined 399 ESS-N% upper fagade as late as 1988.
- City Lot 400 Historical Association: Key City Iron
Works
15 | 850 Jackson Parcel 1890, post- This two-story brick factory building with 1, contributing
1024484003 1909 basement (50 feet by 98 feet) built by the
Owner: Michael J. Alterations: three front windows blocked in.
Fincel S % of City Lot The south the addition measures 25 feet by
400 City Lot 401 98 feet.
Tenant: F&S Radiator Historical Association: Wieneke &
Hohenadel Pickle & Kraut Factory.
16 | 220 E. 9" Washington | Parcels 1892-1905, This three-story reinforced concrete block 1, contributing
1024484004 1911-12, 1950 | (67 feet by 100 feet) is an internal fireproof
Owner: John re-building of an earlier building gutted by
Rettenmaier Lot 1 of City Lot fire in May 1911.
Tenant: Carpet Depot | 417 & City Lot Alterations: 1911 rebuilding, relocation of
418 & 419 elevator to front of plan, south addition (80
feet by 100 feet) and adding metal third
floor to same.
Historical Association: Kretschmer-
Tredway Company, Kretschmer
Manufacturing Company, notable as city’s
first fireproof building.
17 801 Jackson, same Parcel 1924, post- This two-story brick plan (100 feet by 100 1, contributing
parcel as #13 1024483001 1936 and pre- | feet) has a double vaulted roof, wood truss
1950 (south roof framing and a south garage wing
addition), post- | addition.
Owner:Wilmac 1962 garage Alterations: The row of garages on the
Property Co. conversion of | south side are kiln remnants from a partly
south kiln demolished building (1937-49).
Tenant: Phoenix remnant Historical Association: This was built by
Fitness Farley & Loetscher to house its plastics
warehouse and laboratory (its “Farlite
Department”).
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18 750 White, 100 E. 8% | Parcel 1906, 1911 This is the west half of what was once a full | 1,contributing,
102448001 built in two block of three story brick buildings of the key
Owner: Plastic Center halves Farley & Loetscher Company.
City Lots 354, This fives story brick office/warehouse
Tenant: owner 355, 356,357, & building with full basement measures 256
occupied first floor 358 Also W 4 feet by 120 feet.
only Alley Between Alterations: The east half of the block was
White the original Farley & Loetscher factory
block and it was promptly demolished in
1962 along with its connecting north/south
covered catwalks when the company ceased
operations. The east/back walls of this
building were stuccoed to protect then then-
exposed interior walls.
Historical Association: Farley & Loetscher
Co.
19 | Jackson & 7™ Parcel 1917 This is a massive seven-story reinforced 1,
102491002 concrete building (101 feet by 255 feet) contributing,
Owner: Plastic Center with a full brick veneer and east and south key
City Lots 364- full-length loading docks and metal
Tenant: owner 368 Incl. Also canopies on the ground floor. No
occupied, storage Vacated Alley alterations are known.
Between City Historical Association: This is the final and
Lots 359 to 363 southernmost Farley & Loetscher building.
20 | Railroad tracks Pre-1872, 700s block of Washington, 600s-1000s 1, contributing
replaced Jackson
21 | Bricked street Undetermined | 700s-1100s Jackson 1, contributing
22 Enclosed catwalk 1924 Four-story, metal clad, links buildings #2 1, contributing
and #5
23 Enclosed catwalk 1916 Single story, wood clad, links buildings #3 1, contributing
and #4
24 | Enclosed catwalk 1924 Single story, wood clad, links buildings #13 | 1, contributing
and #17




