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The district now being nominated to the National Register constitutes a 
rectangle bounded on the west by a Tine 602 feet west of the southwest 
corner of Section 22, T8N R15W; on the north by a line 1815 feet north 
this corner; on the east by a Tine 1320 feet east of this corner; and 
the south by Nebraska highway 10 (which intersects with this corner).
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The above district is located about a half mile south of the south ba 
of the Platte River and encloses an area of about 80 acres - - or onl 
small fraction of the TOO square mile Fort Kearny Military Reservation 
as established in 1848. The old east-west route of the Oregon Trail, no 
longer visible in this locality was situated directly north of this 
district. This district is believed to circumscribe the sites of all 
major structures erected at Fort Kearny between 1848 and 1871. Based on 
extensive archival and archeological research, an enclosed map of this 
district shows the approximate location of these structural sites. No 
buildings of the 1848-71 period - - nor even ruins of these former build­ 
ings - - survive today.

The firs. :tstructures erected at Fort Kearny were temporary buildings 
erectBtTTn T848Tand included two sod stables, two Tivlng quarters, and an 
adobe warehouse. These structures were erected close to a four-acre, 
rectangular parade ground. Log^ structures were built in subsequent years, 
and tlm first fr^aj^ej^^ a 
smal 1 hospYtaFand a handsome two-story officers l quartersT Detai 1 ed 
architectural pians, early photographs,and relatively undisturbed 
archeological remains still exist for this latter structure, revealing 
a building highly similar in design to "Old Bed!am^ built ca. 1849 at 
Fort Laramie in Wyoming and still extant. It is believed that both 
buildings were designed under the direction of Lt. Daniel P. Woodbury, 
founder of Fort Kearny.

Between 1848 and 1871, some 30 to 35 buildings, excluding minor out­ 
buildings, were erected at Fort Kearny. The majority of these structures 
were apparently frame structures. In addition, prompted by increased 
Indian hostilities in the vicinity, several ...g&dltl^ 
erected in 1864 outside the fort b uildl[Kg^complex.fnese earthworks, 
incl'udrh^:iTTafc|e rectangular fortification known as "Fort Mitchel," 
were never used because Fort Kearny was never attacked. Over the past 
century, a large portion of the remains of the fort building complex has 
been obliterated through road building and farming activities - - 
including virtually all remains located to the west of the parade grounds. 
By the late 1870's, much of this building complex had been converted by 
homesteaders into farmland. Fortunately, however s a 40-acre portion of 
this complex has apparently never been placed under cultivation and
i ncl udes a weal th 9^f r§lliMy§1v un ~ ~ a 
circumstance whTcH enhances the ove-rall significance-of Fort Kearny and 
its value as a site worthy of preservation.

' • . .-•'•.- ' .; ':'•. >'.'.'.' i ,' >" '• ..'"> '

In the 1920's the Fort Kearny Memorial Assbc-iatibn acquired this 40-acre 
tract and offered it to the State of Nebraska. Thisf offer was accepted

Continued
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in 1929 by the state legislature, and the tract became a state park, now 
administered by the State Game and Parks Commission. Until recently, the 
lack of funds prevented development of the tract as a historic site. 
Although faint traces of early foundations, paths, pits, and mounds (most 
notably the Fort Mitchel earthwork outline) were still visible within this 
tract, so much physical evidence of the fort had disappeared that a visitor 
had difficulty visualizing the original appearance. But now this tract is 
in the process of redevelopment. The 1864 Fort Mitchel fortification was 
reqojTSjtructed in 1962-63, a replica of the 1865 sod blacksmith-carpenter 
sho"jTwas affded in T964-67, and finally a visitor center was built in 1967-68 
Furth^'F'd'evieTSpfh'ienTTs^'planned. Through a cooperative agreement with the 
State Game and Parks Commission, extensive archeological and historical 
investigations of Fort Kearny were conducted in 1960, 1961, and 1964 by the 
Nebraska State Historical Society.
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Established.along Jthe Oregon Trail by the II. S. Army in 1848 and abandoned 
irTTSTl, Fort Kearny remained in existence for only a short period of 
time. Yet fr^rnj[849 to 1866, this military garris.on stood as onej>fjthe. 
niosiJ^priaRO.yj^sts"'pf civilization on the American frontier." During 
these seventeen years, no major battles were waged in the immediate Fort 
Kearny vicinity. Nor was Fort Kearny the largest military post in the 
West during this period. Rather its significance derives from its stature 
as a major hub of^ western transportatipn and communication during this 
period. Ft stood as a gaJtej*Lay Jo the hostile (|rjart; £lains and as a 
launching platform for overlandT travel to the Pacific coast and intermed- 
i ate points. 11 was here that vi rt ua] 1 y al 1 t rai1 s 1 eacii ng. westward jrom 
the Missouri River steamboat towns to thePeicifie coast converged to form 
asingle sraperhighway - -including the routes westward from independence, 
Leavenwdfth, St. Joseph, Nebraska City, Omaha, and other more minor 
routes. During the 1849-66 period, the vast majority of overland freight­ 
ing and emigrant traffic destined for the Pacific Coast and intermediate 
points - - including the gold fields of California, Colorado, Montana, 
and Idaho - - converged at Fort Kearny. In contrast,only a fraction of 
this traffic passed through Independence, usually regarded as the eastern 
terminus of the Oregon Trail. All Pony Express traffic passed through 
Fort Kearny during the brief existence of this dramatic postal enterprise 
in 1860-61, and by 1865 stagecoaches operating out of Omaha, Atchison, 
and other Missouri River towns were stopping at Fort Kearny on a daily 
basis. Fort Kearny also served as a key station along America's first 
transcontinental telegraph line, completed in 1861, and as an important 
assembly point for numerous mi1itary expeditions during the Indian wars. 
The fort also helped keep peace between the warring Sioux and Pawnee 
Indians in the vicinity.

Primarily Fort Kearny's .function was to provide protection and supplies 
to travelers on theLOregon Trai1. — „ _ _

----- - _-—- — ••••-•—•-'-;-.•• . - jf; .

The establishment of Fort Kearny (or "New Fort Kearny 11 ) in 1848 constituted 
a rej^catipn of short-lived Camp Kearny (or "Old Fort Kearny") to a point 
closer'to the mainline o.f westward migration.

Abandoned in 1848, Camp Kearny had been established in 1846 by Col. Stephan 
WattsL Kearny along th!e Missouri River on the present site of Nebraska City. 
Situated along the Platte River about 165 miles due west of Camp Kearny,

Continued ___________________
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Persijs Kolberg, Curator of Historic Sites
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•Nebraska State Historical Society -May 17, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:

1500 "R" Street
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Lincoln,

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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the Fort Kearny site was selected in September of 1847 by Lt. Daniel P. 
Woodbury of the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers. Although Woodbury initially 
referred to this new site as "Fort Childs," the site was officially named 
"Fort Kearny" in December of 1848. Under the direction of Woodbury, construc­ 
tion at Fort Kearny began in 1848. The following year Woodbury also became 
involved in the rebuilding of Fort Laramie, located in present-day Wyoming 
and acquired by the U. S. Army in 1849 - and thus the similarity of many 
buildings at the two posts. Forts Kearny and Laramie were the first of a 
series of military posts established in the mid-nineteenth century to protect 
the Oregon Trail.

The sudden increase in westward migration during and following the California 
Gold Rush of 1849 enhanced Fort Kearny's importance and stimulated it's 
accelerated growth. Fort Kearny's final wave of construction occurred in 
1864-65 during a period of severe Indian depredations in the vicinity. There­ 
after the usefulness of the fort declined rapidly. By the end of 1865, the 
principal Indian wars had shifted to the west and north - - away from Fort 
Kearny. Equally important, in 1866 the Union Pacific Railroad, constructed 
along the north bank of the Platte River, was extended to a point farther 
west than Fort Kearny, leaving the fort stranded on the south bank of the 
Platte and along a trail no longer traveled. Not long after Fort Kearny was 
abandoned in 1871, all above-ground building remains disappeared. Although 
the federal government salvaged many building materials for re-use elsewhere, 
many buildings soon rotted away through neglect.



LOCATION OF 
STRUCTURES (NONE EXTANTk

1. Adjutant's Office
2. Commanding Officer's Quarters
3. Quartermaster Office
4. Telegraph Office (Former Hospitai
5. Officers' Quarters
6. Soldiers' Quarters
7. Soldiers' Quarters
8. Soldiers' Quarters
9. Warehouse (used as barracks)

10. Guardhouse and Prison
11. Commissary Warehouse
12. Quariermaster Warehouse
13. Soldiers Families Quarters
14. Soldiers Families Quarters
15. Soldiers Families Quarters
16. Soldiers Families Quarters
17. Hews Office
18. Post Office
19. Warehouse
20. Warehouse
21. Saddler's Shdp
22. Laundry
23. Bakery
24. Hospital
25. Surgeon's Quarters
26. Warehouse or Icehouse
27. Soldiers Kitchen
28. Fort Mitchel or East Fort
29. Corral
30. Fort Gilette
31. Post Sutler Store
32. Fort Livingsfon or West Fort
33. Stables
34. Powder Magazine
35. Blacksmith-Carpenter Shop
36. Unidentified Earthworks
37. Rifle Pit
38. Site of Adobe Storehouse
39. Site of Guardhouse
40. Unidentified
41. Headquarters Stable
42. Stable
43. Stage Stable '
44. Stable
45. Post Sutler Warehouse
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