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X_ORIGI NAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Eaton Moulton M i l l , located at 37 Walnut Street, was erected i n 1853. I t i s set 
back about 250 feet from Walnut Street and runs p a r a l l e l to the Charles River. A l 
though the area i s now heavily congested with new construction,the m i l l i s topograph
i c a l l y isolated by the ancient Proprietors Way, the r i s i n g t e r r a i n to the south 
and the curve of the r i v e r to the north and west. 

The s i t e for the property was o r i g i n a l l y chosen for i t s proximity to the readily 
available water power harnessed by the Upper and Lower F a l l s , which run for two 
miles on t h i s section of the Charles. The m i l l i s located at r i g h t angles to the 
Cordingly Dam, one of the two dams on t h i s portion of the River, which i s spanned 
by an iron footbridge. 

The rectangular building i s two stories high, with a f u l l basement and a t t i c story 
with seven dormers. I t i s constructed of coursed rubble with d i s t i n c t i v e granite 
quoins and l i n t e l s , and i s seven bays long and three wide. A brick addition, two 
stories high, was added to the southeast elevation i n 1944, and a large chimney stack 
rises at the intersection of the addition and the main building. 

The building, always used for i n d u s t r i a l purposes, has recently been rehabilitated 
for o f f i c e space. The change i n use has caused quite a few alterations to the b u i l d 
ing, but i t s t i l l retains i t s i n t e g r i t y of materials, mass, and location. A l l of 
the windows, o r i g i n a l l y 12/12 sash, have been replaced with single pane t i n t e d glass 
but the regular spacing and granite l i n t e l s have been retained. The dormers and both 
gable ends have been covered with aluminum siding, and new single pane t i n t e d glass 
windows have been added. The o r i g i n a l doorway i n the northeast facade has been re
placed with a double f u l l length window, and the large rectangular opening i n the 
second f l o o r above i t was given the same treatment. The building i s now entered 
through double glass doors i n the northeast facade of the brick addition. 

B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

:lLJ\LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

)LORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Eaton Moulton Mill, located at 37 Walnut Street, was erected in 1853. It is set 
back about 250 feet from Walnut Street and runs parallel to the Charles River. Al
though the area is now heavily congested with new construction,the mill is topograph
ically isolated by the ancient Proprietors Way, tme ' rising terrain to the south 
and the curve of the river to the north and west. 

The site for the property was originally chosen for its proximity to the readily 
available water power harnessed by the Upper and rower Falls, which run for two 
miles on this section of the Charles. The mill is located at right angles to the 
Cordingly Dam, one of the two dams on this portion of the River, which is spanned 
by an iron footbridge. 

The rectangular building is two stories high, with a full basement and attic story 
with seven dormers. It is constructed of coursed rubble with distinctive granite 
quoins and lintels, and is seven bays long and three wide. A brick addition, two 
stories high, was added to the southeast elevation in 1944, and a large chimney stack 
rises at the intersection of the addition and the main building. 

The building, always used for industrial purposes, has recently been rehabilitated 
for oofice space. The change in use has caused quite a few alterations to the build
ing, but it still retains its integrity of materials, mass, and location. All of 
the windows, originally 12/12 sash, have been replaced with single pane tinted glass 
but the regular spacing and granite lintels have been retained. The dormers and both 
gable ends nave been covered with aluminum siding, and new single pane tinted glass 
windows have been added. The original doorway in the northeast facade has been re
placed with a double full length window, and the large rectangular opening in the 
second floor above it was given the same treatment. The buiidlng is now eneered 
through double glass doors in the northeast facade of the .brick addition. . .. }' ........ . ,.,f 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Newton Lower Falls settlement on the Charles River was the e a r l i e s t i n d u s t r i a l 
development i n what i s now the Town of Wellesley. The Eaton Moulton M i l l i s one 
of the only remaining i n t a c t buildings i n Wellesley of that period, and has sur
vived the numerous changes that have occurred around i t . 

At d i f f e r e n t periods, various kinds of businesses requiring the aid of water power 
have been carried on i n t h i s area, but during most of the nineteenth century the 
manufacture of paper was the leading industry. Eight or ten paper m i l l s , the f i r s t 
b u i l t i n 1798 by John Ware, were i n constant operation and produced paper for books 
and newspapers. 

In 1828 these paper m i l l s began to change from the hand-making process to machines which 
produced a continuous sheet. The f i r s t machine of t h i s kind i n the United States 
was placed i n a m i l l at Lower Fa l l s . This conversion required a properly equipped 
plant to produce and repair these machines, and as a re s u l t Reuben Ware, son of 
John Ware, and William Clark erected a wooden machine shop i n 1832 on the present s i t e 
of the Eaton Moulton M i l l . 

After the building was damaged by f i r e and flood i n 1834 i t was r e b u i l t , and the 
wooden structure was bought i n 1846 by Joseph Stowe. In 1850 Henry and Harvey 
Eaton and Rufus Moulton formed a partnership and bought the building, which burned 
again i n 1853, p r e c i p i t a t i n g the construction of the present stone building. U n t i l 
the turn of t h i s century the machine shop i n the stone m i l l was one of the leading 
builders of paper machinery i n America, even exporting machines to foreign countries. 
In 1876 Adam Beck bought the building and continued the fl o u r i s h i n g business which 
had been conducted by Eaton and Moulton. The M i l l and most of the other buildings i n 
the area have remained essentially commercial and i n d u s t r i a l i n the twentieth century 
and are a good example of land being continuously for the same purpose over a long 
period of time. 

I n t r i n s i c to the value of the m i l l i s i t s location adjacent to Cordingly Dam and 
surrounded by the last open space i n an area now heavily congested with modern o f f i c e 
buildings. Most m i l l s of t h i s period have l o s t t h e i r o r i g i n a l surroundings; the 
Eaton Moulton M i l l i s s i g n i f i c a n t i n that i t retains t h i s a t t r i b u t e . 
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_ RELIGION 

_ SCIENCE 

_ SCULPTURE

_ SOCIA U HUMANITARIAN 

_ THEATER 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Newton Lower 'Falls settlement on the Charles River was the earliest industrial 
development in what is now the Town of Wellesley. The Eaton Moulton Mill is one 
of the only remaining intact buildings in Wellesley of that period, and has sur
vived the numerous changes that have occurred around it. 

:-- ..; 

At different periods, various kinds of businesses requiring the aid of water power 
have been carried on in this area, but during most of the nineteenth century the 
manufacture of paper was the leading industry. Eight or ten paper mills, the first 
built in 1798 by John Ware, were in constant operation and produced paper for books 
and newspapers. 

In 1828 these paper mills began to change from the hand-making process to machines which 
produced a continuous sheet. The first machine of this kind in the United States 
was placed in a mill at Lower Falls. This conversion required a properly equipped 
plant to ._ :- produc~ and repair these ·machines ; and ·as a ·result Reuben Ware, son of 
John Ware, and William Clark erected a wooden machine shop in 183 2 on the present site 
of the Eaton Moulton Mill. 

After the building was damaged by fire and flood in 1834 it was rebuilt, and the 
wooden structure was bought in 1846 by Joseph Stowe. In 1850 Henry and Harvey 
Eaton and Rufus Moulton formed a partnership and bought the building, which burned 
again in 1853, precipitating the construction of the present stone building. Until 
the turn of this century the machine shop in the stone mill was one of the leading 
builders of paper machinery in America, even exporting machines to foreign countries. 
In 1876 Adam Beck bought the building and continued the flourishing business which 
had been conducted by Eaton and Moulton. The Mill and most of the other buildings in 
the area have remained essentially commercial and industrial in the twentieth century 
and are a good example of land being continuously for the same purpose over a long 
period of time. 

Intrinsic to the value of the mill is its location adjacent to Cordingly Dam and 
surrounded by the last open space in an area now heavily congested with modern office 
buildings. Most mills of this period have lost their original surroundings; the 
Eaton Moulton Mill is significant in that it retains this attribute. 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
December 26, 2012 

Mr. J. Paul Loether 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8th floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Re: Address changes for properties listed on the NRHP 

As we digitize our inventory of historic resources, we are discovering discrepancies in property 
addresses due to renumbering, changing the address to a side street that abuts the parcel, or 
assigning a precise addresses where none had existed. In some cases, property owners have 
notified us of an incorrect address. We are, therefore, writing to request technical corrections in 
the National Register records for the following: 

Bedford (Middlesex County) 
Page; Christopher House, First Period Buildings ofE. Mass NRTRA/IND-new address is 2 
Meyers Lane (formerly 50 Old Billerica Road) 

Brewster (Barnstable County) 
Old Higgins Farm Windmill, NRIND 6/10/1975-new address is 51 Drummer Boy Road 
(formerly, off Lower Road 

Brookline (Norfolk County) 
Brookline Town Stable, Brookline MRA 10/17/1985-new address is 235 Cypress Street 
(formerly 23 7) 

Orrock, Rev. John House, Brookline MRA/IND 10/17/1985-new address is 64 Winchester 
Street (formerly 68) 

Haverhill (Essex County) 
John Greenleaf Whittier Homestead, NRIND 7/30/1975--correct address is 305 Whittier Road 
(had been incorrectly reported as 105 Whittier Road) 

Oak Bluffs (Dukes County) 
Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Cottage, NRIND 10/22/1990-new address is 61 Ocean Avenue 
(formerly 61 Circuit Avenue) 

Wellesley (Norfolk County) 
Eaton Moulton Mill, NRIND 5/13/76-new address is 35 Walnut Street (formerly 37) 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, ·Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma. us/sec/mhc 



Westborough (Worcester County) 
Fisher, Nathan A. House, NRIND 3/25/1980, NRDIS/MPS 7/25/_1,994- new address is 34 West 
Main Street (formerly Turnpike Road) 1')C'.(') lf 1q /4-
Maples Cottage, NRIND 3/25/1980, NRDIS/MPS 7/25/1994-new address is 155 Oak Street 

(formerly Oak Street) ~o ,;o IG ~ ( // 
Sincerely, 

b d~ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered MAY 1 3 197B 

Name Location 

Durant, Capt. Edward, Hoixse 

North Abington Depot 

Eaton-Moulton MUI 

Newton 
Middlesex County 

N. Abington 
Plymouth County 

Wellesley 
Norfolk County 

Also Notified 
Hon. Edward M. Kennedv 
Bon. Edward V. iGrooke' 
Hon. Robert F. Drlnan 
Hon. Janes A. Burke 
Hon. Margaret M. Heckler 

Regional Director, North Atlantic 
Region 

PR MMott/row 5/17/76 
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