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DESCRIBE JHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

ﬁ/ When the Confederate cavalry of Major General Earl Van
Dorpp attacked the small Federal garrison on December 21, 1862,
the settlement of Davis' Mills consisted of a few houses, a

saw mill and a flour mill. The mills were located on the north
bank of the Wolf River along a millrace which diverted water
from the stream bed for its power supply. The Mississippi Cen-
tral Railroad crossed the river over a three-hundred yard long
wooden trestle, which was destined to be the center of action
during the fighting that day. The Wolf River was a narrow but
deep stream bounded on either side by wide cypress swamps into
which the elevated land extended to the main stream, thus af-
fording natural advantages for roads, bridges and mill sites.

The wagon road leading to Holly Springs was built upon the millj

race:dam formed of earth and logs with a gate in the middle.
This dam was approximately fifty yards in length and was lo-
cated about one hundred and sixty yards upstream from the
trestle. The area north of the river furnished the garrison
excellent campground.

Today, the community is known as Michigan City, named
for citizens from that state who settled on the site after the
mills were extinct. The economy has continued to revolve
largely around agriculture, cattle and lumber.

The Indian mound, which served as one of the Federal
fortifications, still retains the depression along the base
where the Federal soldiers placed entrenchments. Other evi-
dence of the occupation by soldiers exists on the bark of a
beech tree where some of the men carved their names’, initials,
regiments and dates.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On December 21, 1862, Davis" Mills was the scene of one
of the most animated and gallant struggles of the Civil War.
The site, which consisted of a- saw mill: and a flour mill, was
located on the north bank of the Wolf River, six miles south of
Grand Junction, Tennessee, and twenty miles north of Holly
Springs, Mississippi, at the point where the Mississippi Cen-
tral Railroad crossed the river. A small Federal garrison,
composed of two hundred and fifty men, was charged with guard-
ing this vital railroad trestle.

The decision of garrison commander Colonel William H.
Morgan to stand and fight is in striking contrast to the unmil-
itdry actions of Colonel Robert C. Murphy, who surrendered the
giant Federal supply base at Holly Springs to Major General Ear]
Van Dorn on December 20, 1862. L . : . LT

Like Murphy, Morgan had been: alerted: to- the Confederate
cavalry's movement to the north from Grenada. Van Dorn's route
did not indicate that his objective was Holly Springs and the
Federal communications, but on the morning of December 20, he
struck the base from two directions, capturing the garrison and
destroying over a million and a half dollars in Federal sup-
plies. Colonel Morgan sent Companies B and M, 5th Ohio Cavalry,
down the Holly Springs road to give warning should Van Dorn
continue north to destroy the railroad crossing at Davis'
Mills. He also had taken the precaution of converting the saw
mill into a blockhouse with cotton bales, as well as erecting
fortifications at the base of an Indian mound nearby. These
works afforded a commanding diagonal field of fire on both the
railroad trestle and the wagon road which crossed along the top
of the millrace dam, approximately one hundred and sixty yards
upstream from the trestle. Morgan's men also removed the plank
floor on the south end of the trestle to prevent its being used
as a bridge.

Shortly after noon, the Federal cavalry was driven in
from the Holly Springs road by the advancing Confederate column,
As the Confederate horsemen neared the river, they dismounted

and advanced as infantry through the woods and along the road,
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forming a line of battle as they approached the bridge, and then
charged forward. Suddenly, a leaden hail checked their advance,
leaving many casualties on the bridge and in the water. Those
that succeeded in crossing were forced to take refuge beneath the
river bank. The Confederates tried three times to force a pas-
sage on the road bridge. They also made attempts to cross the
trestle and to ford the river about a half mile below the trestle.
All of these attacks were beaten back by the handful of Union
defenders.

Van Dorn realized that it would be impossible to cap-
ture the garrison or achieve his goal of destroying the trestle
without artillery before the Federal cavalry, pursuing his column,
caught up with him. He tried a bluff, therefore, by sending a
flag of truce into the Federal lines asking "...if a surrender
was in contemplation or had been decided upon.'" Morgan replied
that no such thought had been entertained.

Van Dorn next dispatched a small group of Texans, under
a cover of concentrated rifle fire, to attempt burning the trestle
by using smoothbore muskets firing cotton balls saturated with
turpentine. The entrenched Federals poured such a volley into
the Confederates that Van Dorn was forced to withdraw his men.
The Texans took shelter beneath the trestle and later surrendered.
Van Dorn subsequently continued his northward sweep after leaving
Davis' Mills, crossing the Wolf River ten miles west of La Grange,
Tennessee; and, after several skirmishes, he returned safely to
Grenada, Mississippi.

The failure to destroy the trestle at Davis' Mills was
more of a humiliation to Van Dorn than a defeat. The small gar-
rison of Federal troops had withstood approximately three thousand
Confederates fresh from the easy victory at Holly Springs. Van
Dorn's raid was still a tactical success, however, in that it
forced the Federals out of north Mississippi and caused Major
General Ulysses S. Grant to forego his plans of an inland attack
on Vicksburg. o
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The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records
of the Union and Confederate Armies (Washington:
1880-1901), Series I, Vol. XVII, Part I, pp. 520-523.

Young, John P., The Seventh Tennessee Cavalry (Publishing House
of the M. E. Church, South, Barbee § Smith, Agents,
Nashville, Tenn.), 1890, pp. 58-61.
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