FORM B - BUILDING In .A.reano. Form no.

AUSSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 428 ) 0O 1
Office Olthe Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Taunton
Address 1940 Bav 3t
Name -"""'th Taunton Baptist Church

Present use Church
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number
Present owner Taunton Baptist Churc

3. Description: - . L
Date 1837 '

Source Fmery,. History of Taunton

Style Federal
Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric Clapboards
Outbuildings (describe) None
Other features See attached
4ge
Altered Jid. Date
Moved NN Date
5 Lotsize: ~"Q”e”PL-'ZI™ LOTh
One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage_ 147"
Approximate distance of building from street
50J
6. Recorded by T.W.
Organization_ L
Date 10/18/7
(over) UTM: 19/326280/4642200

37K-7-77



7. Original owner (if known) crrth '"A-iinton rnnt-ist Church
Original use Cliax o
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal ; Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion X
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement X invention
Commerce — Industry Social/
Communicatioa Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The North Taunton Baptist Church is the only early IDth
Century church in Taunton that survives in almst intact con- ' -
dition, andprovides aver?/ Noodillustration of Federal style
church design. Historically, the Church's organization encotiraged
the formation of a small rural settlement in North Taunton,
first supported by farmng and later by small manufacturing
establishments. L, e

As early as 1747, nmenbers of the Bar)tist denom nation were
living inthe area and hadallied thenselves with a Baptist con-
gregation in Pvehoboth, where they worshipped. Qne of these v/orshippers,
Jereiaiah Bassott, was permtted t ohold religious meetingsi n

his North Taunton hone until the 1760's, when the first organi-

zation of local Baptists was formed, under his tutelage. A

meeting house was constructed in 17G/ and Congregation formally
organized in 1769. The church was later noved t oY.”eir Village,

where i t vas used as a warehouse, and a newchurch, the present
structure, was erected onthe sane site in 1837.

By the time of the constructionof the second meeting house,
signifrcant divisions hadtaken place in the Baptist concT;regation.

In 1822, a split occurred between Calvinists and Free T.'ill Baptists,
the formerseparationists founding their own church in Norton, and

the latter remaining in No. Taunton. |t was scions of the North
Taunton Church that formed the T.'inthrop St. Baptist Church i n 1819,
meking this church the Mther Baptist Church of the city.

|C Bibliography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early naps, etc.) . .

Enery, History of Taunton, p. 249-



| NVENTARY FQORM QONTI NUATI ON SHEET Community: Form No:
MSSACHEETTS H STARCAL AOMMSS ON Taunton 0
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Rieprity Nepie grFrana nchareh

I ndicate each itemoninventory formwhidi is being continued bel ow

9. Historical Significance (continued)

North Taunton Baptist Church possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship and association. | tis an ecclesiastical
property deriving primary significance for itsarchitectural distinction
as Taunton's only surviving' |ate Federal period church for its historical

associations with the early devel opment of the North Taunton area duringt he

19th century thus meeting criteria A and C of the National Register of
Historic Places.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom



NPS Foim 10-900-( OMB No. 1024-0018
»2> Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service for NPS usft only
National Register off Historic Places received
inventory—Nomination Form daleentered |
Continuation sheet Item number Page f.
Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Name  Taunton Multiple Resource Area

State Bristol County, MASSACHUETTS
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
Entered I n fSe
51. Mason, N. S., House National Rec-i"-"
Attest
Entered I n thia
National Ret, /deeper AAJ-M-tANNAN A >/-t/si
52.  McKinstrey House
lintired intAS Attest
Hatloaal Regis- speeper ,0(iLj.-i.-, "%y~ /
53. Morse House
Attest -
54. Morse, Henry, House
Attest
55.  North Taunton Baptist Church [ "eper NMTSUL'N ANMSANYASA A [AN
Entered 111 t"e
National iv? Attest
56. O dColony Railroad Sa+oTA/ >AjJM 1 n the
iiational Hegistei Attest
57. O d Wir Stove Company Sitarod i nthe
liational Begister
Attest
N il JANAMANAN AN A
58. Paull, Alfred, House e e | in tEs y eper .ijJ oo /Sy 7/ ’
HTIViM-M- Ahghster
Attest
59. PilgrimCongregational Church j"n"eeper V-J"y
Entered in t>«
National Res/n Attest
60. St. Thomas Episcopal Church (deeper ~..cZ/N-'"ANAN-AfAyA
injured in

Attest



WASO Form-177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

North Taunton Baptist Church (Taunton MRA)

Bristol County
MASSACHUSETTS

resubmission
e nomination by person or local government
n owner objection

* appeal
Substantive Review: LH sample .

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

request

Working No. MY 2 1184
Fed. Reg. Date: A/~ ™i~
Date Due:  WAA/Si - f/i"/~Y
Action:  i"ACCEPT 7 - 6~ -~/
Entered in the .RETURN.
Nati onal Begi ster .REJECT.

Federal Agency:

.technical corrections cited below

.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition ,
excellent 1 | deteriorated

EH good I lruins

« fair I 1 unexposed

CH appeal CZI NR decision
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet
Status Present Use
Accessible
* no
Check one Chak one
unaltered « original site
altered moved date.

Describe the present and original (if known) physKal appearance

0 summary paragraph
* completeness

e clarity
» alterations/integrity
* dates

1 Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

O summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity .

CH applicable criteria > -
CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References
K). Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTIVI References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title dawB

13. Other

1 1 Maps o 8 . * .

CH Photographs
CH Other ' . | H N

Questions concfirning this nominatinn may hp Hirprtcrl tn

Signed Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet












Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000297



