
FORM B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

A('b^ In Area no. Form no. 

165-F 

1. Town Worcester 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Address Cambridge Street 

Cambridge Street Schoolhouses 
N^""^ # 1& 2 
Present use vacant 

Present owner I . R . F . Corporation 
55 Hudson St . ,Northboro, OI532 

3. Description: 

I869, 1890, 1916 
Date 

Roll 23  
Roll 13 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source _^^'^y documents 
Second Empire ( lb69) ; Romanesque 

Styl^evival (I890) ; Gothic Reviva l 
.CT9I51 

Architect' Elgridge Boyden (I869) 

Exterior wall fabric 
br ick 

Outbuildings (describe) see reverse 

Other features s l i g h t c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n ,  
end pavi l ions with high hip roofs ,  
wooden entry porch with pierced 

brackets 

Altered_ 

Moved 

addit ion Date 1916 

no Date 

, (JTH 5. Lot size: Assessor ' s Book 7, p.36 
Lot 22, 32,587 s q . f t . 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 120' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

2or 

6° Recorded by S . L e e , ed. B . R . P f e i f f e r 

OrganizationWorc. Heritage Pres . Soc. 

Date January 1978 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

c i t y of Worcester 

school house 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates v a c a n t ( p r e s e n t ) 

8, Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts • • 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

B u i l t i n three sections, the Cambridge Street Schoolhouse con­
tains Worcester's only Second Empire st y l e school house to have 
escaped major a l t e r a t i o n . B u i l t i n 1869 from plans by Elbridge 
Boyden, the building's f r o n t section i s a two-storey brick struc­
ture with a t h i r d storey beneath a slate-covered mansard roof. The 
facade i s symmetrical with s l i g h t l y p r o j e c t i n g center and end pav­
i l i o n s , an o r i g i n a l entry porch, and decorative brickwork at the 
comice. This arrangement of the facade i s s i m i l a r to that of other 
larger school buildings designed by Boyden, notably, the Washburn 
Shops at Worcester Polytechnic I n s t i t u t e (form 102-L), the Ladies' -
Seminary on Providence Street (early 1850s - now demolished) and 
the 1867 renovation of Fenwick Hall at Holy Cross College (form 
177-A). 

I n 1890, a second free-standing schoolhouse was b u i l t at the 
rear of the l o t . This b u i l d i n g i s a two and one-half storey b r i c k 
structure with a square f l o o r plan and hip roof. Trimmed with 
brown sandstone, most features of t h i s structure are derived from 
Romanesque Revival architecture, but are without s p e c i f i c a l l y Ro­
manesque decoration. I n I916, a three-storey b r i c k and t i l e Gothic 
istyle addition was added to the rear w a l l (south) of the I869 
schoolhouge. 

The Cambridge Street Schoolhouse was b u i l t to serve South 
Worcester, an area which had been sparsely populated u n t i l the 
mid-l850s, when Southbridge Street was extended, providing a 
di r e c t l i n k with downtown Worcester. During the I860's and I87OS, 
the development of industry along Southbridge Street and along 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
Worcester H i s t o r i c a l Society. Biography F i l e . (Boyden o b i t . ) . 
City Document #24. f o r I869. Auditor's Report (names Boyden). 
City Docijment #45» f o r I890. Auditor's Report, (schoolhouse #2). 
Nutt, C. Hist, of Worc. Vol. I I , p. 702 (photo). 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

9. H i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 

the Norwich and Worcester and Western Rai lroad beds brought i n ­
creased r e s i d e n t i a l development to the area . The success of c a r ­
pet manufacturing i n the area (form 177-D), p a r t i c u l a r l y after_ 
the mid-l880s, resu l ted i n fur ther increases in population, which, 
i n turn , created the need f o r additions to the Cambridge S tree t 
Schoolhouse. The school remained i n use u n t i l 1976; i n 1978 the 
c i t y sold the property. 

Staple to Inven to ry form at bottom 
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