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4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
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In Area no. Form no.
1. Town ANDOVER
Address 33 High Street
Name Abiel Pearson House

Present use Residential

Present owner King. Paul & Edith

Description:

Date ca. 1807
Source Deeds

Style Federal

Architect

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard

Outbuildings (describe) Small bam

2 stories; hip roof w/simpl
Other features sawn balustrade; 5 bav faca
has 6/6 windows; pedimented center vestibu
vj/rlafi.g-irFil trim has, blind arched windows
on sides; 2 story rear ell; side chimneys

Altered_ Date
Moved Yes Date C& 1845
. Lot size: Megp 38, Parcel 109

One acre or less X  Over one acre

Approximate frontage  i40»

Approximate distance of building from street
25'

Recorded by w Frontiero

Organi zati onAndover Historical Comm ssion

Date August 7. 1980



7. Original owner (Lfknown) Dr. Abiel Pearson

Original use residential, plus medical office

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates residential

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

1
The Abiel Pearson House i ssignificant (1) asthe hone of anearly 19thcentxiry ..fi"
physician; (2)foritsassociations with the physical devel opment of downtov>7n
Andover; and (3) as a fine exanple of Federal period architecturei ntlie town.
Tlie property ineets Criteria A, B, andC of the National Register, retaining
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and setting.
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9. Historical significance (includeexplanation of themes checked above)

» 1

No. 33 High St was built ca. 1807 f or Abi el Pearson, physician, whobegan a \ .

practice i nSouth Parish i n1787. Pearson (1756-1827) was born i nByfield M\and
Graduated from Dartmouth College i nl1779. "He was esteened as a physician and
respected as a good citizen." Abiel was also uncle t o Eliphalet Pearson, the first
principal (1778-86) of Phillips Acadeny. Pearson's first wife Mary died withthe
hirth of her fourth child i n1800; he married second Deborah Sparhawk of New
Hanmpshire, i n1816.

Pearson's honme was aptly described as a mansion house i nitssale t oBenjanin
Punchard i n1829. Two years earlier, at Pearson's death, t hehonmestead wws
valued at $3000, t hefurnishings at $986. At this time theproperty also included
a wood house, chaise house, barn, andmedical shop. A roora-by-roominventory
provides a fascinatingportrait of awell-to-do life i ntheearly 19th century.

The house was occupi ed by Benjam n Punchard, merchant and manufacturer, from 1829 t o
1846, when i t was noved from it soriginal locationat thejunctionof Main and High
Streets t othepresent site. Converted into a duplex, thebuildingwas rented to a
Ms. Dolloff and M. James Frye. After Punchard's death t hehouse was sold t otrader
John Harding (brother of Sarah Harding at 6-8 Harding St) i n1852. Harding |ived
here at least until 1879, when he placed t heproperty i ntrust for his daughter,
Hannah Flint. Flint heirs owned t heproperty until 1935.

The elegent Federal-style design of this buildingi snost distinguishedby its

prom nent roof balustrade, which conceals an alnost flat hiproof. Theplain, boxy
form i sgraced by awell-proportioned facade and an inmpressive classical doorway—
unexpectedly traditional without thefanlight.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Essex County Registry of Deeds, Lavorence and Sal em (1248/140; 1101/147; 697/ 325; 596/585;
596/ 584; 58/540; 467/15; 353/189; Probate Docket No. 20934, 51059; 196/251)
Andover Vital Records t o 1850 - i
Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Punchard Famly," "Pearson Famly,"

"Piinchard Geneal ogy" conp. by Charlotte Hel en Abbott

Foot not es
1) Andover Historical Society Vertical Files, "Pearson Fam|y"
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31. Holt Farm Entered i nthe
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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