
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office oi the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

Z43 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

ESSEX irt 

AVI AA AA 
w 

V7 

243: Lawrence Quad, 1:25000 
19/324500/4725070\f^^^ % '-.-•M 

1. Town ANDOVER 

Address 

Name 

33 High S t r e e t 

Abie l Pearson House 

Present use Residential 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

(over) 

Present owner King. Paul & Edi th 

Description: . 

Date ca. 1807 

Source 

Style 

Deeds 

Federal 

Architect 

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard 

Small bam Outbuildings (describe) 
2 s to r ies ; h ip roof w/simpl 

Other features sawn balustrade; 5 bav faca 
has 6/6 windows; pedimented center vest ibu 
vj/rlafi .q-irFil t r i m has, b l i n d arched windows 
on sides; 2 story rear e l l ; side chimneys 

Altered_ 

Moved 

Date 

Yes Date ca- 1845 

5. Lot size: Map 38, Parcel 109 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage i40» 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

25' 

6. Recorded by w. Frontiero 

OrganizationAndover Historical Commission 

Date August 7. 1980 

-77 
•^\^'.^'.M ....lUi.. . 



7. Original owner (Lf known) Dr. Abiel Pearson 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l , plus medical o f f i c e 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s iden t i a l 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) » ! 

.1 

The Abiel Pearson House i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) as the home of an early 19th centxiry . . f i ^ 
physician; (2) f o r i t s associations w i t h the physical development of downtov>7n 
Andover; and (3) as a f i n e exanple of Federal period architecture i n tlie town. 
Tlie property ineets C r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the National Register, r e t a i n i n g 

' i n t e g r i t y of design, materials, workmanship, and se t t i n g . 

t ^. > '*^ • . 'M. Ar:S^.' ^. • :v,..j j ..... , , A»^^ 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

No. 33 High St was built ca. 1807 for Abiel Pearson, physician, who began a \ .. 
practice i n South Parish i n 1787. Pearson (1756-1827) was born i n By f i e l d MA and 
Graduated from Dartmouth College i n 1779. "He was esteemed as a physician and 
respected as a good c i t i z e n . "''̂  Abiel was also uncle to Eliphalet Pearson, the f i r s t 
p r i n c i p a l (1778-86) of P h i l l i p s Academy. Pearson's f i r s t wife Mary died with the 
b i r t h of her fourth c h i l d i n 1800; he married second Deborah Sparhawk of New 
Hampshire, i n 1816. . ,̂ 

Pearson's home was aptly described as a mansion house i n i t s sale to Benjamin 
Punchard i n 1829. Two years e a r l i e r , at Pearson's death, the homestead wws 
valued at $3000, the furnishings at $986. At t h i s time the property also included 
a wood house, chaise house, barn, and medical shop. A roora-by-room inventory 
provides a fascinating p o r t r a i t of a well-to-do l i f e i n the early 19th century. 

The house was occupied by Benjamin Punchard, merchant and manufacturer, from 1829 to 
1846, when i t was moved from i t s o r i g i n a l location at the junction of Main and High 
Streets to the present s i t e . Converted in t o a duplex, the build i n g was rented to a 
Mrs. D o l l o f f and Mr. James Frye. After Punchard's death the house was sold to trader 
John Harding (brother of Sarah Harding at 6-8 Harding St) i n 1852. Harding l i v e d 
here at least u n t i l 1879, when he placed the property i n t r u s t f o r his daughter, 
Hannah F l i n t . F l i n t heirs owned the property u n t i l 1935. 
The elegent Federal-style design of t h i s building i s most distinguished by i t s 
prominent roof balustrade, which conceals an almost f l a t hip roof. The p l a i n , boxy 
form i s graced by a well-proportioned facade and an impressive classical doorway— 
unexpectedly t r a d i t i o n a l without the f a n l i g h t . 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Essex County Registry of Deeds, Lavorence and Salem (1248/140; 1101/147; 697/325; 596/585; 
596/584; 58/540; 467/15; 353/189; Probate Docket No. 20934, 51059; 196/251) 

Andover V i t a l Records to 1850 - i . ; :, 
Andover H i s t o r i c a l Society V e r t i c a l F i l e s , "Punchard Family," "Pearson Family," 

"Piinchard Genealogy" comp. by Charlotte Helen Abbott 

Footnotes 
1) Andover H i s t o r i c a l Society V e r t i c a l F i l e s , "Pearson Family" 
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