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1. Name of Property

historic name ______ 
other names/site number

Bush Homeplace

2. Location

street & number _ 
city or town ___ 
state South Carolina

3960 New Cut Road
Inman

code SC county Spartanburg

_____ not for publication __ 
__________ vicinity _X_ 
code 083 code 29349

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this x nomination _ request for 
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the 
procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property j<_meets _does not meet the National Register 
Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant _ nationally _statewide _x_ locally. (_ See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) ^

Signature 6f certifying official Date

Mary W. Edmonds, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, S.C. Dept. of Archives and History, Columbia, S.C. 
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property _ meets _does not meet the National Register criteria. (_See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau_______

4. National Park Service Certification

I, hereby certify that this property is:

_ entered in the National Register _
_See continuation sheet. 

_determined eligible for the _
National Register
_See continuation sheet. 

_ determined not eligible for the _
National Register

_ removed from the National Register 
_ other (explain): _______

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

x private 
_ public-local 
_ public-State 
_ public-Federal

Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources)

_x_ building(s) 
_ district 
_site 
_ structure 
__ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

___ N/A

Contributing 
2

Noncontributing
1_____

1

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Category: Domestic Subcategory: Single Dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter caregories from instructions)

Category: Domestic Subcategory: Single Dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: l-House_____

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Concrete 
walls Wood/Weatherboard

roof 
other

Asphalt
Stone
Brick

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)
_ A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
x C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period.or method of construction or represents the work

of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)
_ a owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
_ b removed from its original location.
_ c a birthplace or a grave.
_ da cemetery.
_ e a reconstructed building, object.or structure.
_ fa commemorative property.
_ g less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
ca. 1830-1890

Significant Dates
ca. 1830 
ca.1850

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A__________

Architect/Builder
Bush. Story, and Bush. B.F.

Narrative Statement of Significance
Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been

requested.
_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # __ 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __

Primary location of additional data:
_ State Historic Preservation Office
_Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
_x Other
Name of repository:
Dateria C. Johnson. Owner_____
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Approximately 6.64 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing
1 17 401013 3876093
2 17 401071 3875963

See continuation sheet.

Zone Easting Northing
3 17 404047 3875918
4 17 400955 3876051

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title ___ 
organization __ 
street & number 
city or town __

Robert C. Benedict
Palmetto Preservation Works. LLC date 21 December 2002
411 Hampton Avenue telephone (864)271-5220
Greenville state SC zip code 29601

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets 
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name_____ 
street & number, 
city or town __

Dateria C. Johnson
3960 New Cut Road telephone (864) 472-3303
Inman state SC _zipcode 29349

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended(16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting 
burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and 
completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services 
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions 
Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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The Bush Homeplace is located on 6.64 acres on New Cut Road (formerly Old Blackstock Road), 
approximately one-and-one-half miles southwest of Inman, in Spartanburg County, South Carolina. 
The original house was constructed as a hall-and-parlor two-room house circa 1830, shortly after 
Story Bush moved to the area from Elbert County, Georgia, with her three sons. The house was 
subsequently enlarged circa 1850 as a three-bay l-house with a rear ell. 1 A property survey dated 
March 18,1851 includes an architectural rendering of the l-house. The Bush Homeplace is 
architecturally significant as an excellent example of an antebellum farmhouse in the upcountry of 
South Carolina. It essentially retains its form and historic character from ca. 1850 and has remained 
in the ownership of the Bush family continuously since circa 1830.

The house has a southwest orientation, facing New Cut Road. The immediate area is comprised of 
other single-family homes and agricultural property. In addition to the main house, one historic 
outbuilding a smokehouse is extant. The house possesses many of the distinguishing 
characteristics of an l-house although the original house, now the rear ell, was constructed as a 
hall-and-parlor residence. Floor joists and corner posts of the original structure are visible in the crawl 
space and attic, respectively, and exhibit hand-hewn characteristics. Posts, beams and sheathing 
boards within the l-house segment exhibit the perpendicular saw marks made by a water-powered 
saw mill. The conversion of the residence to the l-house with rear ell included a distinctive hipped 
roof front porch and central entry. The l-House segment consists of two rooms with central hall on 
the first floor and two bedrooms with central hall on the second floor. The fagade is elaborated with 
Greek Revival detailing at the front door with a transom and sidelights. The single-story front porch 
has a hipped roof supported by square piers and a turned balustrade. The exterior cladding is 
weatherboard siding with stone and concrete foundation walls. The roof is lateral-gabled with 
prominent stone and brick chimneys flanking the side elevations. The chimneys have stone blocks 
inscribed with the date 1871 and the names "Jim Ray" (on the south elevation) and the date 1876 
and the names "J.B. Ray" and "J.D. Weston" and the initials "B.F.B." (on the north elevation) "B.F.B." 
stands for Bibby Franklin Bush, a son of Story Bush who inherited the property in 1852.2 According 
to members of the Bush family, it is believed that the chimneys were rebuilt during this time by a 
friend of the family named Jimmy Ray.3 This would account for the use of two different materials  
stone for the chimneys and brick for the stacks. At the rear and in the form of an ell is the one-story 
hall-and-parlor segment with a gable roof and a large stone chimney with brick stack. The rear porch 
is intact as documented with historic photographs and served as the front entry to the original 
hall-and-parlor residence. The historic photographs also indicate a wood-shake roof which is 
presently covered with asphalt composition shingles. Remnants of sawn cedar shingles and pine 
roof lath are found in the attic.

1 Dateria C. Johnson and Anna Bush Waters, interview by Robert C. Benedict, Inman, S.C., 14 December 2002.
2 Deed Book CC, Page 114, Spartanburg County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Spartanburg County Courthouse, 
Spartanburg, S.C.
3 Dateria C. Johnson, interview by Robert C. Benedict, Inman, S.C., 5 October 2002.
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The windows are rectangular with double-hung sashes; paired windows with four-over-four panes are 
on the front elevation. The side and rear elevation windows are nine-over-six or six-over-six panes 
with the exception of two windows with four-over-four panes that flank the chimney in the original hall- 
and-parlor structure.

The interior of the house is characterized by a central hall adjoining the living room and the master 
bedroom. The central hall has heart pine flooring, eight inch baseboard molding and wood-plank 
walls; its focal point is a simple reverse staircase with landing and unturned balustrade with 
chamfered newel. Throughout the first floor the ceilings are ten feet in height. The focal point of the 
living room is the fireplace with its distinctive, original mantel. The fireplace is flanked by large nine- 
over-six windows. The ceiling light fixture in the living room was added in the 1920s when the house 
was wired for electricity. The living room walls are plaster and the floors are hardwood with eight inch 
baseboard molding. French doors, each leaf with ten lights, open to the dining room which was part 
of the original hall-and-parlor structure. The dining room also has hardwood floors with eight inch 
baseboard molding. The other room of the original two-room structure is utilized today as a kitchen 
and has the original wood-plank ceilings, original window frames with replacement four-over-four light 
sash, and the original vertical plank door with three beveled cross-braces and hand-wrought iron 
hinges and pintels, as well as box lock that provides access to the porch [current rear porch]. The 
fireplace in the kitchen has a large stone hearth extending to the basement floor and built into the 
stacked stone foundation wall. Its federal style mantel features paneled pilasters and an elliptical 
sunburst at its central panel. The master bedroom is located downstairs and is accessed from the 
central hall. This room has retained much of its original character with wood-plank ceilings, heart pine 
flooring and eight inch baseboard molding. The fireplace has the original mantel and is flanked by 
two nine-over-six pane windows. Two other bedrooms are located upstairs and have wood plank 
walls and nine-foot ceilings. The floors are heart pine and were previously painted at an 
undetermined date. Both upstairs bedrooms have their original fireplace mantels.

Alterations to the house have been limited and have been sensitive to its historic character. The 
expansion of the circa 1830 hall-and-parlor structure to an extended l-house circa 1850 was the most 
significant alteration. The l-house additions are historically significant and have become an excellent 
representation of an upcountry antebellum farmhouse that was transformed to meet the changing 
needs of the owners. The current owners are descendants of the original owners and have been 
sensitive to the historic character of the house. Alterations have been minor and are mostly limited to 
interior, cosmetic changes including upgrading the kitchen and bathroom. There is a small one-room 
addition on the north elevation of the original hall-and-parlor structure that was carefully planned by 
the current owners. This location was chosen so that the historic outbuilding to the rear of the main 
house would not be adversely impacted. The addition is an appropriate scale to the rest of the house 
and the exterior materials and details complement the historic exterior. The addition has lapped 
weatherboard siding and six-over-six windows that do not disrupt the historic fagade. The addition's 
gabled roof and simple porch also complement the roof lines of the historic structure.
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In addition to their sensitive rehabilitation of the house, the current owners have carefully 
rehabilitated an historic outbuilding behind the main structure. The outbuilding is a small lateral- 
gabled structure with lapped weatherboard siding, and has a door and window with what appears to 
be original hardware. The roof features exposed rafter tails and is clad with V-crimp metal sheathing 
of undetermined age. According to the family, the outbuilding was used as a smokehouse and for 
storage in recent years. Like the main residence, the outbuilding retains its historic character and 
complements the historic setting of the Bush Homeplace.
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The Bush Homeplace is an excellent example of an upcountry antebellum farmhouse that was 
enlarged to meet the changing needs of a prominent Spartanburg County family. The architecture 
and construction of the house is representative of an adaptable and expandable type of residence 
that was popular with rural homeowners during the nineteenth century. The characteristics of the 
original hall-and-parlor structure are still evident with the two unequal rooms that served multiple 
functions and the exterior end-chimney. The house was enlarged on one end and in a perpendicular 
fashion to include a two-story l-house by the mid-nineteenth century as the family expanded. The 
transformation of the hall-and-parlor house to a modified l-house is architecturally significant as an 
example of two architectural forms that were once prevalent in the rural upcountry of South Carolina. 
The Bush Homeplace has been continuously in the ownership of the Bush family or its descendants 
since circa 1830. Story Bush and her three sons built a two-room, hall-and-parlor residence and 
began working a farm that would eventually become one of Spartanburg County's most significant 
farms in the nineteenth century, with approximately 1,115 acres under the ownership of her 
descendants.4

The land upon which the Bush Homeplace stands fronts New Cut Road (formerly Old Blackstock 
Road). Old Blackstock Road is one of Spartanburg County's oldest roads and originally linked the 
Block House Fort, in Tryon, N.C., to the upper Piedmont of South Carolina. 5 Prior to the first 
settlements in the upcountry, Old Blackstock Road was known as the Yemassee Trail and was used 
extensively by Indian traders and merchants exchanging with the Indians of the region "guns, 
ammunition, and other articles of convenience and comfort, for skins and guns and furs which they 
carried with them on their return to Charleston, and which were exported to different parts of the 
world."6 The Yemassee Trail eventually became known as Old Blackstock Road in Spartanburg 
County, and according to local tradition, was either named for a family residing on the road or was 
named for the lore that it was black in autumn with the many head of black Angus cattle that were 
moved in herds along the road. As settlers moved into the upcountry, homesteads were located 
along the trail where there was a ready market for their corn and other products by supplying drovers 
with feed for their herds.7

The site of the Bush Homeplace was originally part of a larger tract of land granted to Peter Lewis by 
North Carolina Governor William Tryon and willed to Ephriam Lewis and later Joel Lewis. A survey 
completed for Story Bush in 1839 references the earlier ownership by Joel Lewis. According to 
family history, Story Bush constructed the original two-room house circa 1830, shortly after acquiring 
the property.

4 Dateria C. Johnson and Anna Bush Waters, interview by Robert C. Benedict, Inman, S.C., 14 December 2002.
5 J.B.O. Landrum, Colonial and Revolutionary History of Upper South Carolina (Greenville: Shannon and Co., Printers and 
Binders, 1897), p. 33.
6 Landrum, p. 34.
7 James W. Lawrence, They Called It Inman (Landrum: Lawrence W. Landrum, Sr, 2001), p. 3.
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Story Bush conveyed the house and property to her son Bibby Franklin Bush on August 2, 1852. 
The deed provided for a life estate for Story Bush, and she continued to live at the Bush Homeplace 
until her death in 1861.8 A survey dated March 18,1851, likely prepared for this transaction, shows a 
two-story structure resembling the extant l-house. The illustration of the two-story residence upon 
the survey is consistent with the family history that states that the house was enlarged around 1850. 
At that time the house was expanded on one end to include a two-story l-house with a one-story 
hipped roof front porch. In addition to the house, B.F. Bush was conveyed 43 acres. He acquired 
additional land over the next several decades and became a prominent farmer in Spartanburg 
County with total land holdings of approximately 1,155 acres. Although B. F. Bush primarily farmed 
cotton and corn, he also operated a cotton gin, corn mill and saw mill on the property, and his 
extensive livestock holdings included horses, sheep, cattle and hogs, according to his will. 9 B.F. 
Bush married a distant cousin, Catherine Elizabeth Martin. Catherine Martin was a granddaughter of 
Edward Bomar, one of Spartanburg County's first settlers. Edward Bomar played a significant role in 
the early history of Spartanburg County after relocating there from Halifax County, Virginia, in 1796. 
B. F. and Catherine Bush had nine children, with three dying in infancy. B. F. Bush died on June 2, 
1890 at the age of 65. His obituary appeared in the Carolina Spartan and stated that he 
"accumulated considerable property" and "the young farmers of the community will miss him, for in 
his death, a broad-minded, generous-hearted, man and humble, trusting, Christian has been taken 
away." 10 Catherine Bush and her children continued to reside at the Bush Homeplace until her death 
in 1896. The ownership of the property was then transferred to the only surviving son, John 
Cleveland Bush. John married Dateria Blanch Henderson in 1900. Following the death of John 
Cleveland Bush, the property was inherited by Dateria Henderson Bush. She continued to reside at 
the Bush Homeplace, raising her ten children in the home. Dateria died in 1960 and the property 
was conveyed to her youngest daughter, Edna Bush Clarke. Dateria Clarke Johnson is named for 
her grandmother, Dateria Blanch Henderson Bush.

The Bush Homeplace is now the home for Dateria Clarke Johnson and her husband William Dixon 
Johnson. They have carefully rehabilitated the house in a sensitive manner to ensure that its historic 
character has been retained.

8 Deed Book CC, Page 114, Spartanburg County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Spartanburg County Courthouse, 
Spartanburg, S.C.
9 Dateria C. Johnson and Anna Bush Waters, interview by Robert C. Benedict, Inman, S.C., 14 December 2002.
10 B.F. Pollard, "B.F. Bush Obituary," Caro//na Spartan (Spartanburg, S.C.), 2 June 1890.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is shown as the black line marked "Bush Homeplace" on the 
accompanying Spartanburg County plat, dated 3 August 2001 and drawn at a scale of 1" = 100'.

Boundary Justification

The boundary is restricted to the historic house and outbuilding and the current 8.64 acre parcel on 
which it is located.
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The following information is the same for each of the photographs:

Name of Property: Bush Homeplace 
Location of Property: New Cut Road, Inman

Spartanburg County, S.C.

Name of Photographer: Kevin Chastine
Date of Photographs: 5 October 2002
Location of Original Negatives: S.C. Dept. of Archives and History, Columbia, S.C.

1. House - front (West elevation).
2. House - front and side (West and South elevations).
3. House - front and side (West and North elevations).
4. House - side (North elevation).
5. House - rear and side (East and South elevations).
6. House - rear (East elevation).
7. House - rear (East elevation). Part of ca. 1830 hall-and-parlor house.
8. House - rear porch.
9. House - rear (east elevation). Part of ca. 1830 hall-and-parlor house.
10. House -side (South elevation) with stone and brick chimney.
11. House - one-room side addition to North elevation.
12. Outbuilding to the rear of main house.
13. Front door with transom and sidelights.
14. Front porch details.
15. Window detail (living room).
16. Window detail (kitchen).
17. North elevation chimney detail showing inscribed names and 1876 date.
18. South elevation chimney detail with inscribed name and 1871 date.
19. North elevation chimney detail with inscribed initials B.F.B.
20. Main entry foyer.
21. Staircase, detail of balustrade.
22. Entry door under staircase.
23. Staircase from main entry foyer.
24. Living room.
25. Living room.
26. Dining room.
27. Dining room.
28. French doors leading from living room to dining room.
29. Kitchen.
30. Kitchen door leading to rear porch.
31. Downstairs bathroom.
32. Kitchen.
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33. Living room fireplace mantel.
34. Downstairs bedroom fireplace mantel.
35. Kitchen fireplace mantel.
36. Upstairs bedroom.
37. Upstairs bedroom fireplace mantel.
38. Upstairs bedroom.
39. Upstairs bedroom.
40. Upstairs bedroom.
41. Second floor stair landing.
42. Second floor stair landing.
43. Upstairs bedroom.
44. Upstairs bedroom fireplace mantel.
45. Staircase balustrade detail.

Historic Photographs

46. 1895 photograph of Bush Homeplace, with Daisy Foster, Martin Coster, Mrs. B.F. (Elisabeth Catherine 
Martin) Bush and Delia Bush Ballenger left to right.
47. 1904 photograph of Bush Homeplace, with extended Bush family on rear porch.
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The following information is the same for each of the photographs:

Name of Property: Bush Homeplace 
Location of Property: New Cut Road, Inman

Spartanburg County, S.C.

Name of Photographer: Robert Benedict
Date of Photographs: 14 September 2003
Location of Original Negatives: S.C. Dept. of Archives and History, Columbia, S.C.

1a. Facade
2a. Facade right oblique
3a. Facade right oblique
4a. Facade left oblique
5a. Right and rear elevation
6a. Rear elevation
7a. Front door with transom and sidelights, from main entry foyer
8a. Staircase from main entry foyer
9a. South elevation chimney detail, inscribed "Jim Ray 1871"
10a. Smokehouse



I ! HEREBY STATE TO THE BcST Of-" fciY KNOW*U7DGE. SHFO:'KATiGw, AND S3BJEF THE SURVEY SHOWN H£B£Ofi WAS hnADfc »N 
i ;tCCCfiDA?teP WTTH THE REQLHREJsENl 3 OF THE tfJNSMU** STANDARDS WAfeSUAL FOR THE PRACH1CE OK LAND SUftVEYING iW 
i SOUTH CAKOUNA: AND fe-5E£l S OR 5XCi=EDS THE fi£OiiiBE.^B4TS FOP. A CLASS 3 SURVEY A3 SP£C;FJ£O. THE BLilLC^iGiS} 
I OR vVALUS) -'iHOWN HERfcON DO NOT EMCnOACH ON THE AOJACSNT PROPESTv. B4C6PT AS SHOWN, i HERESY STATE THAf 
i ThE flATK) OF ?RfcC!3iON CF T,4E FtfiiD SUHVfff iS 1/7SC-J AS SHOWN BERtCH Ah"D THE AREAS WOiE DETERMINED BY THu 
f D,?v!.O. ^^THOD CF CALCUL.H11ON OR SY COtePlsTcB. (Th!8 PROFgOV)^ ~O:rriOM ^r ~SiB PR'J^GriTV^Ig'flS NOT) IN A 
| FLOOD HA2ASD AREA. AS DcRNHD BY THE FLOOD ;KSUHAf«iCE MAR AUGUST 1364. 
1 R£F. PL'0" 3GOK 42 - 5 O 9 REF. DEED 3COK

SURVEY FOR (BOUNDARY SURVEY)

DATERIA C. JOHNSON
LQCATH) ABOUT 1.5 MILES SOUTHWEST
COUNTY:

! SPARTANBUR<

CCUNTY BLCCiTSA?: [ 

JBURG 6-02-00- 19.!- 19-3!

OF INMAN
STATE:

SOUTH CAROL^4A
DATE. AUGUST 5 . 2001 FIELO BOOK j FELD CHI^ [ QRlfVN. BY 

01-01-18 6. A. W. j G. A.W

SCALE 7'= 10 O ' &SSK jTaF-rHiram
zoo.

G.A. WOLFE PROFESSiONAL LAMO

firtEMaeHCSFTHES.C.
SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL

LAND SURVEYORS

RF.O. NO ':-50SS


