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The Whitehead house is a two-story dwelling of frame construction on a rock-faced 
stone foundation. It is rather box-like in form, with a high-pitched hipped roof, 
flared at the eaves. The main roof ridge is parallel to the street, while the 
roof of the rear half is at right angles to it. On the sides of the front half, 
the second story is projected slightly over the first, and is "supported" by 
small scroll brackets. The sides and rear of the house, with the exception of 
a first-floor polygonal bay on the south, are quite plain, with windows of 
varying sizes randomly spaced. Most first floor windows have narrow cornices, 
while second floor windows are set flush with the plain cornice frieze.

The porch across the front of the house features a wide pediment, with decorative 
tympanum, supported on pairs of short colonnettes on high pedestals. The section 
of porch over the entrance has'a flat, balustraded'roof with access from the ' 
front second-story bedroom. A prominent feature is the second story bay, its 
high-pitched roof flared at the eaves. Because the edges of the main roof extend 
partially across this bay, it appears to have pierced through the roof, rather 
than simply being a protrusion of the front wall. The bay has two oval windows 
which flank a wide window topped with a round-arched keystone panel.

The main entrance (which is set at right angles to the front facade) opens into 
a small vestibule, and from there directly into a large connecting room and 
parlor. Dining room and kitchen are at the rear. There are four bedrooms (one 
at each corner) on the second floor, ranged around a center hallway. The main 
staircase is at right'angles to this- upper hall, and parallel to the front of 
the house. Woodwork and corner fireplace in the living room are extant and in 
good condition. - .: v ,. .•.< •• '
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Whitehead house displays a most interesting, but not unexpected, mix of 
stylistic influences prevalent at the turn of the century. The basic form is 
the cube, which dominated residential construction during this period (1890- 
1920). Architects and builders of the time were set the task of enlivening 
this : simple form ,-,- and in the case :qf(the Whi.tehe.ad house a variety,of stylistic 
elements were used. The by then somewhat old fashioned Queen Anne is seen-.in 
the off-center projecting bay, the off-center pediment of the porch, and in the 
overall asymmetry of the main facade. On the other hand, the rectangular form, 
horizontality of proportions and the Federal/Adamesque detail reflect the more 
contemporary enthusiasm for the Colonial/Georgian Revival. In addition, 17th- 
century colonial architecture of New England is suggested in the overhanging 
second stories toward the front of each side facade. All these elements are 
in a fine state of preservation.

The house was erected sometime between 1901 and 19TO (probably nearer the 
former date), -for Charles Henry Whitehead., V/hJ-t.ehead. ,was a .native ,of Boone 
County (b. 1869) who came to MarshalItown to establish a mercantile business 
in 1898. The firm, known in early years as Whitton and Whitehead, ,and; later 
as Whitehead and Weisman, specialized in women's and children's ready-to- 
wear, and claimed to be the first store in the state to do so.
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Lot is 55' x 168'. Described as Lot 9, Block 7, Jerome Addition to Marshal 1 town, 
Iowa. • -.<••<
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