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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Present appearance - Because the Fort Pownall blockhouse was burned during

the American Revolution, only the foundations and earthworks remain. The
‘earthworks are shaped in an octagonal fashion (See enclosed photograph). A

moat surrounded the earthworks. The outside perlmeter of the moat is approx-

1mate1y 960 feet. The moat is now dry and the fort's foundation has been
restored.

Original appearance - The fort was 90 feet long on each side. The breast-
work was 10 feet high. This was surrounded by a moat or ditch 15 feet wide
and 8 feet 1n depth. Each exterior side of the ditch was 240 feet.

In the middle of the ditch were palasades except where a drawbridge crossed
the ditch.

Within the walls was a square blockhouse Wl feet on a side, with flankers
at each corner, of diamond form, 33 feet on a side. The whole fort was
constructed of squared timbers dovetailed at the corners and tree-nailed.

The height of the blockhouse was about 22 feet, in two stories. The roof
wWas square or hlpped and had a sentry box. T
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Pre-Columbian [] 16th Century [] 18th Century [ 20th Century []
15th Century O 17th Century (] 19th Century []
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1 759 - 1775
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal Education [ Political - O Urban Planning a
Prehistoric O Engineering O Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) O
Historic [3 Industry O losophy O
Agriculture O Invention O Science O
Art O Landscape Sculpture [
Commerce O Architecture [] Social/Human-
Communications [] Literature O itarian O
Conservation [ Military ] Theater (]
Music () Transportation []

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

In 1755 the Indian menace in Maine was at its peak. Gov. Shirley declared
ar with the Anasagunticook Indians and all others east of the Piscataqua
River except the Penopscots.

vernor Thomas Powndll took office in 1757. The Kennebec and St. Croix
ivers being already controlled by the British, he proposed that a fort be
rected here. -
our Hundred men in two vessels sailed up from Newbury May 1st, 1759, to
build Fort Pownall. It was completed on July 6th at a cost of 5000 pounds.
On July 7th General Jedediah Prgble took charge with a garrison of 8L
soldiers.
[n September 1759, General Wolfe captured Quebec. This ended hostilities
so Fort Pownall for this reason never saw action.
[n 1775 Captain Mowatt, in charge of British forces, dismantled the fort of
h1l guns and ammunition. On July 20th of that year Colonel Cargill, for
the CdIonles, ‘burned the buildings and filled in all the ditches to keep the
fort from the use of the British. Only the stone foundations and the
narth.works remalned
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Dunnack, Henry E., Maine Forts, Augusta, Maine (Charles E. Nash & Son 192k)
P. 238
Williamson, History of Maine

Hichborn, Faustina, Historical Sketch of Stockton Springs, Waterville, Maine

1908’ pp. 1-h

Ellis, Alice, The Story of Stockton Springs, Maine, Stockton Springs 1955

pp. 1-10
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Donald Holmstrom
ORGANIZATION » DATE

Maine State Park & Recreation Commission . July 14, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:

State House

CITY OR TOWN:

Augusta

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State KX Local [}

Name LN U e W

Title W

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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