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The Hanalei Pier is a steel reinforced concrete finger pier which 
extends from the beach out into Hanalei Bay It is 340* long and has a 
32' 6" x 72' 6" terminus with a shed on it. The concrete deck sits 
on 14" x 14" square piles with pile caps and knee braces. The span 
between the piles is fifteen feet on center, except at the terminus 
where the seven bays are ten feet on center.

The ten foot wide center section of the deck is slightly sunken and 
contains railway tracks. This area is filled with soil and grown over 
with grass; however, the tracks remain visible. These tracks were used 
solely to service the pier and do not connect to any line.

The shed at the end of the pier is a frame structure with a corrugated 
iron, gable roof. In 1973 this structure was reinforced and reroofed, 
and is in good condition. This shed was originally built in 1940.

The pier is in bad condition at the present with considerable spalling 
under the deck, as it has not been used for shipping purposes since 
the late 1930 *s. The wooden fenders and metal mooring cleats which 
once were integral parts of the functioning pier, no longer remain. The 
pier is still used by fishermen and persons using the beach. The State 
legislature has just appropriated $100,000 for the pier's renovation, 
so its condition should hopefully improve in the not too distant future.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hanalei Pier is significant as a good example of a typical finger 
pier constructed in the 1920's in Hawaii. It is one of approximately 
a dozen such remaining structures in the state. It is..one of the 
best known piers in the state due to its magnificent setting. Jutting 
out from the-white sand beach into the azure crescent of Hanalei Bay, 
it presents a picturesque view for tourist and local alike. The pier 
is prominent in most promotional pictures of this area and has been 
featured in several movies, the most notable being South Pacific.

The present pier, constructed in 1912 with a wooden deck, replaced an 
earlier, shorter pier which pre-dated 1892. The structure was used 
seasonally, primarily to transport rice from Hanalei to Honolulu. Due 
to the difficulty in maintaining the wooden deck, the State legislature 
in 1921 appropriated $25,000 for the construction of a new concrete 
deck for the 1912 pier. Conney and Morris were awarded the contract 
and completed the job in late 1922.

With its strong association with the transportation of Hanalei's rice to 
Honolulu, the pier is historically significant as one of the last remain­ 
ing vestiges of the rice industry in Hanalei. The Chinese were cultivat­ 
ing rice at Hanalei at least by 1882 and by 1892 Hanalei and Waioli, 
with 750 acres of land devoted to rice farming, was the largest 
rice producing area in Hawaii, followed by Mokuleia (738 acres) 
and Kailua-Waimanalo (400 acres). At this time rice was the 
number two agricultural product of the Hawaiian kingdom, having 
developed as a major crop in the 1860*3 when numerous Chinese farmers 
left the cane plantations following the expiration of their five-year 
contracts. Occupying taro patches vacated by a declining Hawaiian 
population, these farmers found a ready market for their product 
in Honolulu and California as more and more Chinese immigrated 
to these areas. At the time of annexation Hawaii was third in 
rice production in the United States, behind Louisiana and South 
Carolina. Annexation, however, spelled the downfall of rice production 
in most areas of Hawaii. The removal of all tariffs boomed the sugar 
industry and caused agricultural land costs to rise from $10-20/acre 
to $30-35/acre, forcing mudh rice land to be converted to cane use. 
Other problems further compounded this drastic rise in land costs. 
Annexation brought with it Chinese exclusion policies which led
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to a decreased market for rice. In a matter of five years Hawaii's 
Chinese population dropped by 6,000, which was a significant factor 
in the Honolulu market as the Japanese did not purchase the local rice, 
prefering to use rice imported from their homeland. Other difficulties 
confronting the rice farmer included an increased need to fertilize as 
the well-used lands began to evidence signs of exhaustion and a labor 
shortage caused by many Chinese leaving their farms in hopes of improving 
their situations. Due to its isolated location Hanalei escaped certain 
of these difficulties, especially the rising land costs. However, 
it could not avoid the impact of the development of the rice industry 
in California. Between 1912 and 1917 California's rice acreage
jumped from 1,400 
under cultivation, 
nearly half of its

introduced to the

crops in 1928 and

to 80,000, and by 1920 the state had 162,000 acres
By 1919 Hawaii's rice acreage had fallen to 5,801, 
1909 acreage of 9,425. A final blow fell on the

independent rice crowers in 1927 when the rice borer was inadvertently
islands. This destructive insect caused Hanalei,

Huleia, Wailua, arid Kapaa farmers to lose between 50-75% of their
1929. By 1934 the acreage devoted to rice farming

in Hawaii had declined to 1,090. By this time Hanalei was producing 
over two-thirds of Hawaii's rice, making it the last major rice 
production center in Hawaii.

The pier is also significant for its associations with transportation 
history in Hawaii. Since the islands of Hawaii are separated from one 
another and the rest of the world by the Pacific Ocean, ships and 
boats have been the major means of transporting goods between 
the islands and frequently to different areas of the same island. 
On Kauai, in the early twentieth century, Port Alien was the major 
port with Nawiliwili and Hanalei serving as local shipping centers. 
Large-scale development of Nawiliwili harbor commenced in 1926 and with 
its completion in 1930 Nawiliwili became Kauai's primary harbor. As 
a result of its expansion, the tonnage handled by Nawiliwili jumped 
from 3,766 tons in 1929 to 56,439 tons in 1931. Much of this increased 
tonnage reflected an improved highway system which led to a decreased 
use of smaller ports on the island. The declining significance of 
Hanalei pier can be perceived in the rice tonnage handled at Nawiliwili. 
In 1924 the port handled only 13 tons of rice as compared with 1930's 
205, 1931's 242 and 1933's 475. As a result of little use Hanalei 
pier was abandoned in 1933, marking the end of an era of inter-island 
transportation.
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From the 1940's until the present the pier has been primarily a 
recreational resource for the local Kauai people, for fishing, 
chatting or picnicking. Located adjacent to a beach park, it is 
a highly scenic attraction to visitor and resident alike.


