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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Old Main at the University of Wisconsin—Stevens Point was built in 1894. As it stood 
at that time, it was a two-and-one-half-story, hip-roofed, symmetrical building in the 
Italian Renaissance style, divided into three masses. The center mass projects from 
the flankers and the south (main) facade is framed by two, square, three-story corner 
towers. The building rests on a high, rock-fashed ashlar base. The first story is 
faced with brick rustication, and the second story has a smooth brick facing. String 
courses separate the floors and link the sills and lintels of the second-story windows.

All first-story windows have round arches, while second-story windows are rectangular. 
The second-story windows of the central mass have pediments, however. The third stories 
of the towers are open, with each facade divided into three parts by Ionic columns. 
Surmounting the roof of the center bay is a slender cupola. The entrances to the buil­ 
ding are located in the central mass and at the ends of the flanking wings. Each 
entrance has round, terra cotta arches. The rear elevation reflects the style and massing 
of the main (south) facade.

In 1901 and 1914-15, identical two-and-one-half-story wings adhering to the style of the 
original building were added, respectively, to the west and east ends of the building. 
At the time of the 1901 (west) addition, new roofs and dormers were added to the original 
flankers, and a half-story was added to the main facade of the center mass. The windows 
of this new story are square and framed with terra cotta.

The interior of the building has been remodeled on several occasions. At present the 
basement and first two floors are used for administrative offices and classrooms. The 
third floor has been closed off.
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An act of the state legislature in 1891 authorized the establishment of a sixth state 
normal school in Wisconsin, and besides Stevens Point, a number of communities in central, 
north, and northeastern Wisconsin soon became contenders for selection as the school's 
location. Nearby Wausau was the strongest contender, but "Judge Byron D. Park of Stevens 
Point, a member of the state board of Normal School Regents, was instrumental in bringing 
the coveted prize to Stevens Point..."1 The contract for construction was awarded in 
late 1893 and the school opened September 17, 1894 with part of the building still under 
construction. 2

In numerous ways, Stevens Point Normal was to become a landmark institution in Wisconsin's 
educational system. In July 1902, the Board resolved that a domestic science or home 
economics department be established at Stevens Point y "making Wisconsin one of the first 
states to recognize the value of domestic science in the training of young women. A two- 
year course was established, open to high school graduates or the equivalent thereof. A 
high school graduate who completed the two-year Domestic Science course was considered 
qualified to teach the general subjects in high school and domestic science."3 Also 
during its formative years, the school's interest lay strongly in rural education. This 
became formalized with the development of a rural education department ca. 1915.4 in 
later years, when the school was best known as Central State College, it became the first 
college in the United States to offer a major in conservation.***"»'

Old Main, the original building of the Stevens Point State Normal School, is the ancestor 
of what is now the University of Wisconsin—Stevens Point. As such it is the one building 
among the many now on campus which represents the most important historical tie to the 
university's origins. Its symbolic significance to the people of Stevens Point is there­ 
fore strong, and because of its location on a main thoroughfare, it is one of the city's 
best-known and most frequently seen landmarks. In addition it is one of the last intact, 
original old mains left in the older parts of the University of Wisconsin System.

1« History of the City of Stevens Point, p. 20
2«, Wyman, History of the Wisconsin State Universities, p,
3. Ibid., p. 177
4. Ibid., p. 176
5. Ibid., pp. 188-189
6. History of the City of Stevens Point, p. 21
7. Anderson, "Portage—Gateway to the Pineries," p. 16
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