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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD

NRIS Reference Number: 92000251  Date Listed: 3/30/92
Blixt-Avitia House

Property Name

Pima

County Mate

Menlo Park MPS

Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.

-~ Sign™ure of the Keeper Date of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

Statement of Significance: The Period of significance is amended
to read: cl923.

The Significant Dates is amended to include: cl923.

This information was confirmed with Jay Ziemann of the Arizona
State historic preservation office.

DISTRIBUTION: _ i
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of etigibillty for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guldothws
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "Xx” in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter “N/A” for "not applicable.” For functions, styles, materiais,
arKf areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Typo all entries.

1. Name of Property BIlixt/Avitia House

historic name Blixt House
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 830 W. Alameda Street HAInot for pubiication
city, town Tucson NAl vicinity .
state Arizona code AZ county Pima code 019 zip code 85745

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
public-local district 1 0  buildings
public-State site sites
public-Federal structure structures

object objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
‘'nnHgnNN/'Rggqiii vpl HnNnap listed in the National Register J

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
[*nomination d] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic PI”*s and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opir*the property EO™ets CUdoes not meet the National Register criteria. CUsee contlp]HgHgH %'F‘u te’)[/

P S
Signature /

State or FiMeral agency and bureau 7

In my opinion, the property d meets [_Jdoes not meet the National Register criteria. 11 See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other officiai Date

State or Federai agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
rostered in the National Register.
| 1See continuation sheet,
d determined eligible for the National
Register,  See continuation shoot,
d determined not eligible for the

National Register.

lijitfPTnrfOfir

removed from the National Register,
other, (explain:)

h Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic - Single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Spanish Colonial Revival

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Current Function_s (enter cef\tegories from inst_ructions)
Domestic - Single dwelling

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundaton vesicular basalt

walls brick
roof _ flat, laid composition
other.

SUMMARY

The Blixt/Avitia house. 830 W. Alameda Street (Survey #13-12-13), is an early 20th
century residence located in the Menlo Park Neighborhood Survey Area on larid that
is unsubdivided just north of the Menlo Park subdivision. An example of a locally
significant Spanish Colonial Revival style house, the Blixt/Avitia house represents the
late 19th and 20th centuQ/ Revivaf style buildings in the Survey Area. The house is a
stuccoed, parapet walied variation of the typical Spanish Colonial Revival style and
has an atypical, symmetrical facade. It consists of the main residence, with a dwelling
unit to the rear. Larger and of more complex massing than most other late 19th and
20th century Revival st?/le buildings in the Menlo Park Neighborhood, the Blixt/Avitia
house has a very formal entry sequence and facade. Other than a wing addition to the
rear, the house has experienced very few alterations over the years and remains an
excellent, intact example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style for which it is
considered significant.

SITE AND SETTING

The Blixt/Avitia house is located on its original parcel of an unsubdivided area, a strip
with houses facing south on Alameda Street. Believed to have been constructed
around 1923 by owner/builder Charles Blixt, the residence, like the relatively few
others during this era, was surrounded by vacant land. Most of the houses in the
vicinity were constructed during the 1950's, 1970's and 1980's.

CONSTRUCTION

The Blixt/Avitia house is constructed of brick walls on a vesicular basalt foundation.
The parapet walls are stuccoed and capped with Spanish tiles and soldier course, red
bricks. The raised floor and roof are of wood frame construction; lintels are of wood
and windows are 2/1 and 3/1 double hung, pine sash. Other than the capping
treatment of the parapet walls, the residence is unomamented.

ESee continuation sheet
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ORIGINAL APPEARANCE

The Blixt/Avitia house had a formal, symmetrical, imposing facade in  front of which a
volcanic stone supported, segmented arch porte-cochere was centrally located. The
front yard, based on the circle, was also symmetrical and featured a circular driveway
which vehicles entered by passing through a massive entry gate of volcanic stone
supporting a rustic wooden beam. The front garden had a centrally located fountain
with walks surrounding it. The stuccoed walls of the facade contrasted with the
purplish vesicular basalt of the foundation and portenDOChere supports. Double hung
pine windows were shaded by Spanish tile covered pents which were supported with
wooden brackets.

ORIGINAL INTERIOR

The original residence featured an essentially rectangular floor plan with a barely
discernible U shape surrounding the covered entry porch which led out into the car
shelter. The interior of the Blixt/Avitia house was less elaborate in appointment than
the exterior but did feature hard wood floors and a massive stone fireplace with built-in
bookcases in the living room. Interior doors and double hung windows were framed
with simple wooden casings characteristic of the era. There was a partial basement to
the rear of the house.

CURRENT APPEARANCE AND ALTERATIONS

The Blixt/Avitia house has experienced no discernible alterations to the Alameda
Street facade which is, at present, in average condition. The interior, also in average
condition, appears as though it has in the main never been renovated. Otherthan the
addition of a two bedroom, bathroom wing to the rear around 1958, and possible
kitchen modifications, the integrity of the house has not been compromised by
modification.



8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties;
| Inationally [Istatewide E locally

Applicable National Register Criteria  djA ds [X]C | IP

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Oa OQb Dc Od Qe OTF | g

Are%\ rQE: ﬂ%g%Q(L:Jer%nter categories from instructions) Perioql_g&y_rﬂfgg\r}fe Slgnr” Dates

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architgrt/pmidw N ~builder)

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Blixt/Avitia house, a Spanish Colonial Revival style residence, is an excellent
representative of the late 19th and 20th century Revivals. The house is locally
significant under National Register Criterion C and for its contribution to architectural
development in Tucson from 1905 to 1941. Itis an excellent example of a popular style
in a city with strong Hispanic roots.

OWNERSHIP

Little has been found about the original owner of the Blixt/Avitia house, Charles Blixt. It
must be assumed that, owing to the scale and elaborateness of 803 W. Alameda Street,
he was a contractor of some prominence locally at that time. The present owner,
Yolanda Avitia, is also affiliated with the contracting profession.

INTEGRITY
The Blixt/Avitia house, as an excellent example of the Spanish Colonial Revival style,

remains sufficiently unaltered so that its massing, materials and workmanship are truly
reflective of the architectural qualities for which the property is considered significant.

OSee continuation sheet



9. Malor Bibliographical References

Bargain and Sale Deed between G. E. P. Smith et. al. and Charles Blixt,
February 2?f 1924

| 1See continuation sheet

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:

has been requested State historic preservation office
previously listed in the National Register Other State agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency
designated a National Historic Landmark Local government
recorded by Historic American Buildings University
Survey # Other
| lrecorded by Historic American Engineering

Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property. less than one

UTM References .

A LI~ I51Qill4.2iQl 13, 516, 41 9. 4. Ol Bl + | I | 11 N I I
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

CUJI I vl v bl b DL [N T O O I O

| |See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the nominated propert re. those of tax parcel
number 116-19-1790/180A] parH ofp{ol? 38yw%ich r|]s /5 o we%t 680" of

that part of section }P/ing north of Alameda St. & east of Melwood Ave.,
south' 24 ac p 75-11-14-13

| |See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries include the parcels above. This is the present and
historic extent of the property.

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nametftitle i i i
organization :?g}q]r%[ I%ltm?rtl%et{érplrrﬁ)é.ed Coordln%%(t%r February 9.

1992
street & number 2960 N. Swan. Suite 217 ;telephone (602) ~ 325-2591
cityortown  Tucson State Arizonazip code 86712
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® K. Biodtand Inventory Number

MENLO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD SURVEY ‘
PROPERTY INVENTORY

n feu

blouse.

Prepared for:
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February, 1991

JOHNS 8c STRITTMATTER INC.

ARCHITECTURE .» PLANNING < PRES8?v/AnON'

3<MON.SWAN 217- RAZAFPIOMNO
UCSONAZ85712 602-325-2971



l(\fm(Fonn 1M004 aim Atfmttl No. 102*«>1l

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Hiatoric Placea
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page Menlo Park MPS Pima Co., ARIZONA
Date Listed
7\
COVER /yr/9
- - "9ON
JI™Nti-jfe—Avlitia Housef” 2
AT TN erf-. )
2. Boudreaux—Robinson House o E-r-...
Suhsta-ati.j-
3. Bray—Valenzuela House o
nbstinti.,
4. Copper Bell Bed and Breakfast
5. Dodson—Esquivel House Substantive Review
/> o/t ™

6. Schwalen—Gomez House Substantive Revie''r
























4(l

-3 ST~

mm - —in»

Bargain fm& Sale Deed

TMIS INDKNTI'KK. Made the . f
February AD,
_______________ _belH Sadth and llaada Worth hia wifa:”
Jeanie Ua/nes, (a «ido«) and Ella H. Huthrauff (a widow). Kty
V-'-
(urtlea. . CI'thr hr<i pan. and- Charles (narriad) of Tigaon, Pin > Conn’yJ* -
5
l.v;r
. . [ ymm -y s iC A
, Uifpart..jr——nftiwiOTid|i«”™ c
) . . ft -ft
WITXIC-:.-ETH; Thai thr «i<I lafl-isS __rfthearst (art, for ssal a esnsHeratios of die nai of —
-Tea (E10.Q0)_i mUn/IOQ _ __—DOLLARS " ft: S|
Bold soia_ = of ihr I'nited Suta of America, to-  than -in hand paid by B
thrlaid [an J ...... of the «««<l fan. thr receipt arhercof i» herehr ackncnlrdpxl, dn. '*  VInrM
baruain. irlt, c*vrr .and onfinn onto the laid pan the secuM part, and to__ — hia.-__1_".Jiein and
a>«en> forrvrr. all— .. .that--------—-----m cenain lot.—*"--:; piece, .T—.'Z, or parcelrrii— of land, aitoate.
Iviny ami hrine in thr tV«nfv uf I*inn_ . —--------mmeemmo- ! ; of .Ariaona. and bounded

.and <In<-rilvd a« hdloui. lo-ait:

Berinniar at the intersection of t*je east property lino of Helwood iTenno and
the north property line of Alaseda I-Ttreet, aecordini; to the iBended~and Supplenental Baf
of Lanlo Far'd Annex and 3o tth Uanlo Park filed and recorded in the office of the Co-tnty
Hecorder of riia So-inty, «ri*oaa, in Book 3 of Kaps 4 Plata at paj:# 131 thereof; thence
easterly alow: the Worth property line of Alameda. Street and t'ne ezteaaion of the North
property Uue of Alameda Street produced, a distance of 605 feet to the trie point of
beNinninf. -'rco the true point of befrin.iinr riunnin? northerly at rifrht angles to Alaaedi
Street produced, 1d7.5 feet to a point; thence easterly and parallel to Aleoeda Street
75 feet to a ix>int; the.nce Southerly at ri“ht anfrles to Alameda Street 187.5 feet to a i
point; theace aesterly alosr the extension of the North pronerty line of Alameda Street
73 feet to the trie point of befinni-v, the above described lot or parool of land lyiwr

sad bei.-vj wholly aithin Lot Thirty-ei,rht (c8). Section Eleren (Il) Township Fourteen
(U) South, .ianre Thirteen (13) East, 0 4 1 ft 3 ~ U., Pina Co-i ‘y, Arliona. ftf

“ft

-ty
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T«n:»:IMT willi all ami sin-*uiar ihr Irm-tmnlt. hcrninaimiiti aiM ai®ium'nancea ihrrttinlo Mmi.’in)". «ir in ary-'"."
Mi»e aptrrtainini;. and tlir nmxy, is<>urs and |iridit« and. alvi. all the r»tatr. ri};ht. ittle. mtfrest. claim of o
h>4nrstrail Ktiicrty Jv«Mrsu(io. claim ami demand wluiMocr.4* ~*Adtnhwaiiticqttiiv.'f{tbc»aklparti«a._:

«if ihc lirsl jnrt. i>i <o tu ilir uiti @M, ami cxery |«n and |iarcrl ihrrmf, wilh the aji|Hinniancc>.

-mMm

r<»ILWIC AXU Ti»lll >11). all ami aininbr. ibe alme dncrihal |irciiiii<.'<. loKciher aiiii the appancnancei an™'

;.rivilrK»* themint.. inri<lriil. imi« the taid pan _§ | ©F ihrMoaid i«n. his __
ml a»-i;;n». f€«-r»rr. |
1LV WIT.VKSS WIIKRKI)I*. ihr «.iid lan. ieS----of llic lir.t lart lia_Te hrrramo *el- thni r..iijn.|
iml M-al 3—ihr «lay iind year tlrst 4U»%c wrium.
iibmfaljnktoirixtMs™ G.3.P. 3sith L .m,
-UIJ Mg Uaude Uorth 3isith
Jennie Haynes

3Ua E. Huthrauff

b, ..M a..»r.,rrh. ,«.™g
;tute of Arizona )
i;oat/ 01 iica ) " -

Before ae, John 0. Huyies, a llotary iublic in and for the Soiaty of iita. State:o™"
.b.-::s3a, on this day personally apreared G.Z.i. Smith a.id Eaide Horth Sitith, his wifet™g
Jeznie Haynes, a *ido«, und J. tos rfuthrauff as Attorney £n fact for Slla H. Huthra™'f™-~
a vidos, known to te to ne the persons whose naises are subscrihec to the foreroi™j In;~A™
*r jeat aid acknowU'Mjed to te that they exec ited the sate for the p~urpore and oonsileri
«.on therein e.;pre."oed.
mliven liter ny h-;d ail 7eul «i offiJe" this i;th day of Ikirch, AD.
= cct- issicn exrires Zeb. 7, h
i €il John 'uxjii-ss, "‘otary p-shlio

I.'d id reoorced at rert'rt of .he Anstraot 1 Ti*le Soaraatfe Co. Ear C7, A.3. Ihllddit-

H.3. 7ins;n, Co-nty .heoorder ?

I'IH*
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