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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The campsite is located at the junction of Bonita Creek and the Gila 
River. It is still in a relatively primitive state, little changed 
from 1846 when Colonel Kearny's Army of the West camped there.

On October 27, 1973 the Graham County Historical Society will erect a 
monument at the campsite.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During the war with Mexico, 1846-48, General Stephen Watts Kearny 
and his Army of the West, a force of 1700 men, left Ft. Leavenworth, 
Kansas on June 28, 1846.

Kearny 1 s troops occupied Santa Fe, New Mexico on September 25. At 
Santa Fe he divided his force sending most of the Army, with wagons, 
down the Rio Grande River to find a wagon route to California.

General Kearny with a 100 man force of dragoons and with Kit Carson 
for a guide then preceded to California down the Gila River. Their 
trip through the River was extremely difficult. Adding to their 
problems they were pulling two small howitzers which the main force 
was constantly waiting to catch up.

Lt. William H. Emory, the cartographer for the expedition, referred 
to the Gila Box Area between present Duncan, and the Bonita Creek 
campsite as the "Devil's Turnpike".

The Bonita Creek campsite is doubly significant as Lt. Emory located 
the site, recording the latitude and longitude readings, making the 
site easy to re-locate.

General Kearny 1 army fought bravely to victory at San Pascaal, Calif­ 
ornia on December 6-10, 1846.
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Clarke, Dwight L. , The Original Journals of Henry Smith Turner,
University of Oklahoma Press, 1966. 

Lt. William Emory. Notes of a Military Reconnaissance.
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National Register.
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