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ARCH TECTURAL. S GN A CANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character,
and architecturally significant structures).

Sanford Spinning i s a conplex of large, low-scale late 19th and early 20th century
brick mill buildings spread out over a large parcel. The mill is locatedin the
southern "G obe Village" sectionclose to the Taunton River and O d Col ony Railroad
line. e of brick formills inthis area was common because they were econom cal
to ship by water. Although the conplex has no central focus, i tisunified in
material and in the use of standard features such as wi de bracketed cornices, arched

wi ndows and arched T-cross 6/18 sasho The first mill (referred to as #17) of 1887
is 2 stories with attached engine and boiler houses and was constructed for the

G obe Yarn Mill. |t neasures 100" X 355 . In 1892, Sanford Spinning built a 3-story
mill (#18) measuring 315 X 100" with an attached engine house and boiler house

as well as a separate 2-story dye house for finishing and dyeing the yarn. A third
mill (#16) of two stories was added in 1920. The present conplex also includes a
one-story wooden addition for spinning, offices and storage and a 140" mill chi mey=

HSTCR CAL S GNFICANCE of area. (Explain devel opment of area, what caused it,' '
and how it affected comnmunity; be specific).

The Sanford Spinning Conpany was organized in 1891 for the manufacture of col ored
and fancy yarns. By that date it was profitable to produce yarn as a sole product
because the spinning departments of the mlls could not meet the demand. Arnold
Sanford, the founder and first president, was experienced inthis specialty, having
served as treasurer of the Gobe Yarn Mills. The conpany was capitalized at

$400, 000 and the first officers also included Arthur H Mason, treasurer. The
firm constructed i tsfirst mll in 1892 adjacent to the Gobe Yarn Mill #3. An
1893 advertisement gave the spindle capacity as 30,000 and noted that the conpany
manufactured "novelty yarns" and specialized in "superior qualities of hosiery e

yarns from American and Egyptian cottons." |In 1899 both Sanford Spinning and
G obe Yarn Mills nerged with the New England Cotton Yarn Conpany. |n 1920 a third
mll was erected on the property. 1In 1923, owenership was transferred to the

American Cotton Fabric Co. of New Jersey and later to the Firestone Cotton Mills.

The buildings are presentlyused for light industry. The Sanford Spinning Coirpany
is_a handscne brick corplex of late 19th and early 20th century industriafJ bui | di ngs
v¥d.ch represent an inportant late 19th century secondary textile industry - the
Broducu on of noveltyyamns, as such it neets Criteria A and C of the National >
egi ster individually. Ce . -
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