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1. Name of Property
historic name Roxbury Presbyterian Church
other names/site humber

2. Location

street & number 178 Warren Street NN n_ot_ f_or publication

city, town (goxbury) Bgg'Qn AL/ vidinity"

state Massachusetts code .county Suffolk code  Q2i. zip code f)2i to

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private n3 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
| I'public-local | Idistrict . buildings
| | public-State o site .sites
| I public-Federal | Istructure . structures
| | object . objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register
4, State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination [HI request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In myyopinion, the prgofirty d | meets Odoes not meet the National Register criteria. iHIsee continuation sheet.

Jodure d ceriifyingofficid Executyve Director, Massachusetts Historical Co | Dae

State Historic Preservation Officer ininission;
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Parte Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
| lentered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.
| Idetermined eligible for the National
Register. O See continuation sheet.
I Idetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register.
| lother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6.  Function or Use Bo”h..iry P »«hy”o.-Nan rh,irnh

' Histonc Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Rol iginn; Rpliginiig SfriirtiiT-o RP||g|nnT_Re||g|ous Structure
Snrial - MeeMng Hall Soci al ; —Meeting Hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation R°xbury Puddingstone
Queen Anne ydlg Koxbury Puddingstone
High Victorian Corhic
slate
granite lintels
wood wi ndow | ranes

roof
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

7. Description: Roxbury Presbyterian Church

Roxbury Presbyterian Church is a stone Victorian Gothic Church which
is prominently situated at the intersection of Warren and Woodbine
Streets and is in close proximity to Walnut Streets. The church
faces west on a trapezoidal lot which contains 8000 square feet.
The asymmetrical-sprawling structure covers the lot almost
completely, thus precluding an archeological investigation.

Located in the Roxbury section of Boston, the Roxbury Presbyterian
Church lies within a neighborhood which historically was part of a
picturesque area of rolling hills and fertile farm land near
Roxbury's center. To the north, east, and south of this structure
are densely settled areas containing mid-19th and early 20th-century
single and multi-family wood frame and masonry housing, representing
a variety of Victorian styles. To the west, across Warren Street,
is a modern shopping plaza with an extensive asphalt paved parking
lot. The bell tower of Roxbury Presbyterian Church which rises
above the immediate neighborhood is a striking landmark in that
area's skyline.

Built in 1891, Roxbury Presbyterian Church was built to the designs
of John C. Spofford, and was constructed of rough-hewn Roxbury
Puddingstone. In general massing and form the structure hugs the
corner of Warren and Woodbine Streets in a low, sprawling manner.
It is asymmetrical in elevation and features projecting and
regressing surfaces of polygonal or curving bays. The low
horizontality of the church is contrasted with the verticality of
the octagonal and pointed tower which rises over the entrance. The
steeply pitched rooflines of the Roxbury Presbyterian Church
contribute to an overall heaviness and ruggedness of this church
which, like the tower, retain a slight verticality in the pointed
polygonal roof tops.

In plan the variety of spaces within the church and
different-polygonal bays contribute to a general asymmetry. In
elevation the church rises from a full basement to a second level
containing the

Pf] See continuation sheet
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auditorium receptionarea and ancillary roons. The church i s
primarily enclosed by a steeply pitched nodified traverse gable roof
on this western facade. A series of polygonal projecting bays whose
roofs are conical emanate fromthis larger central roofline. These
r ounded ?rohect|ons include a |arge sem-polygonal apse at the
center of the west facade whose roof rises to a steep conica

pitch. A second smaller polygonal bay i s locatedto the right of
this larger central apse.

The west (nmain) facade features a picturesquelyrendered bell tower
at itsnorthwest corner. This tower is characterized by an
interesting progression of geonetric forms commencing with a tall
square base which i s surnounted by a circular dr\im The drum
supports a wooden octagonal conponent which i s surmounted by a
pyram dal roof. The tower's stone base and drvim are pierced by
narrow round- headed stained-ﬁlass wi ndows. The wooden octagonal
portion of the bell tower exhibits weather related danage: severa
of the arched window s | ouvers are broken or m ssing and one of its
colonettes has been renoved. |In the round base and octagonal bell
tower, polygonal shapes are reflected in the other projecting bays
on this western side of the church.

Projecting fromthe main entrance of the bell tower i sthe main
entrance to the church, which i s enclosed by an open-air gable
porch. This porch features highhy decorative woodwork. [t s gable
ends are highlightedby vergeboards behind which isa slightly
recessed wooden arch with a drop-noul ding keystone. Beneath this
arch and along the sides of the porch's gable-end roof are a series
of pointed wooden arches which are supported by turned posts that
rest on a base of Roxbury puddingstone. The entrance porch's
terra-cotta tiled floor exhibits a pair of glazed art tiles atits
center. The original heavy oak doors to this entrance are stil
in-tact.

To the right of the main entrance i s a square single story flat
roof ed conponent whose arched entrance provi des access to the
basenment. A third entrance on this facade i s |ocated between the
two polygonal apses and consists of a pointed arch door enframed in
a darker stone.

The entire west facade features a fenestration of |ancet wi ndows al |

conti nued
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of Which are framed in wood. To the right of the l|arge octagonal
bay is a gable roof section which forns the southern end of the
church. t has two basenent w ndows and a range of four

wood- enframed wi ndows on the second |evel.

The north elevation of the Roxbury Presbyterian Church al ong

Wodbi ne Street features a large off-center gable with four basenent
wi ndows. These windows, in turn, are surnmounted by a |arge

poi nted-arch stained-glass w ndow, which is flanked by tall narrow
w ndows. At the apex of the north gable is a louvered trefoil '
w ndow wi th wood enfranmenents. To the right of this large gable is
the corner bell tower and between these tw elenments is a
single-story porch, which is fully enclosed and entered by wy of a
short flight of stone steps. This porch features five |ancet

wi ndows, which are flanked by slender colonettes.

To the left of the large gable s a sem -polygonal projecting single
story bay which is pierced by a second side entrance and two

wi ndows. |tsroof, like those on the Warren Street/west side is a
steeply pitched and conical roof topped by a fleur de |isfinial.
The rear wall is domnated by a steeply pitched gable, which is

constructed of stucco and half timbering and outlined wth
decorative wooden vergeboards. At the center of this gable end wall
is a large Pm nted-arch stained-glass wi ndow. Beneath this w ndow
is a pair of small basenent w ndows.

conti nued
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Interior Description

Roxbury Presbyterian Church's well-preserved interior has been
renovated with appropriate paint and fOI aster treatments. Still
intact arelate 19thcentury pews, multipanelled altar, organ(ca.
1920's), and encirclingdado. Particularly noteworthy i sthis
church's small but choice collectionof stained-glass w ndows.
These wi ndows ar e characterized by vivid, [umnous color and

wel | -executed designs. The large north window i sdedicated tothe
nenory of Hugh Brown and depicts Christ and the children. Flankin
this scene, 1 nnarrow w ndow segnments, aretheinscription "Blesse
are the Pure of Heart for They Shall See God," and "Bl essed are They
That Mourn for They Shall be Conforted."™ The rear (east) gable's

| arge wi ndow depicts Christ and Hi s followers setwithin vertical
tracery. Flanking thecentral scene arethe inscriptions"Wich
Hope W& Have as an Anchor," and "Take W Thy Cross and Fol | ow M."
This window s three circular segnents contain stained-glass
depicting an anchor, dove, and a heart pierced by a cross. All of
the stained-glass windows were recently restored and covered with
| exan to preserve their beauty. However, thewalls and ceiling of
the vestibule within the bell tower exhibit water damage.



8. Statement of Significance BnYbnry Pracbytarian Church, aawbyry, Maooaohuocttg
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I 1 nationally e statewide Q locally
Applicable National Register Criteria Q A cnrcC
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) \Z\C
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Arrhirernire
Ar>rial Higrnry

RPliginn
Cultural Affiliation
M/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
NA Spofford, John C

Saanoon, W I liam—

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

8. Significance: Roxbury Presbyterian Church

The Roxbury Presbyterian Church at 328 Warren Street was built in
1891 to house a parish that was organized in 1831 and traces its
beginning to the Fourth Presbyterian Church of South Boston. For
that reason Roxbury Presbyterian Church is one of that area's oldest
churches with a single continuous congregational history. The
Church is also significant for its association with the Gilchrist
brothers, founders of Boston's Gilchrist's Department Store who
financed half the costs of the church's construction. The church is
also know for thevariety of social and hunanitarian issues it has
taken part insince its founding. Architecturally, Roxbur
Presbyterian Ghurch i sinportant for its association wth Boston
architecture and architect John C Spofford of thefirmof Bigham
and ?)offord wWo created alate Victorian Gthic design using
| ocal [y quarried Roxbury Puddingstone. Inits naintenance of
integrity indesign, location, materials, and worknanship, the
Foxbury Presbyterian Church neets criteria Aand Cof the National .
Register of Hstoric P aces on alocal |evel “nd Exception Afor previously discussed
Al asons.
The area surrounding the Roxbury Presbyterian Church site in the
18th century consistedmainly of rocky uplands and fertile .
farnhand. r this reason, "Roxbury supplied the Gty of Bostonwth
cattle and produce i n that period. For nearly half a century after
the Revol utionary Ver, Foxbury naintained its profile as a suburban
village. During thetfirst half of the 19th century Roxbury was an
inportant center for tanneries, rope walks and breweries, wile its
%‘ftfmm were al so knom for the nanufacture of |eather shoes, hats
gl oves.

Beginning inthe 1840's, the area south of the present Dudl ey
Sation sawincreased residential uses. The hilly terrain was
inconpatible wth industrial uses but was highly conducive to the

QOSee continuation sheet
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construction of summer houses and stately mansions. Roxbury was
incorporated as its ow city i n 1846 but was annexed to Bostonin
1868. By the late 19th century Roxbury was al nost conpletely built
up with masonry row houses and wood frane single and nultifamly
dwel lings. The incorporation of atrolley line fromBostonto this
area inthe late 1880's created a convenient transportation |ink for
Roxbury residents to t he downt own.

Suffol k County Deeds indicate that Roxbury Presbyterian Church was
built in 1891. The parcel on which the church was constructedi s
shown as being divided into three lots nunbered 1, 2 and 4 on a
5-1ot Suffolk County Deed plan of June 1, 1870. 1n 1875 lots 1 and
2, containing 2703.92 and 2046.45 square feet respectively, were
owned by Donal d Kennedy, while | ot 4 which contained 20,450 square
feet was owned by Donald C Perrin. Donald Kennedy owned a

mul tibuilding medicine factory conplex one block to the north on
Warren Street between Waverly and Clifford Streets i n Roxbury.
Donald C Perrin was a wealthy Roxbury real estate speculator. By
the m d-1880s Kennedy owned all three lots and had erected a stable
near the Wodbi ne and Warren Streets corner. The cornerstone of the
present church was laid on July 17, 1891 and the church was opened
for services on April 6, 1892.

Roxbury Presbyterian Church was an off-shoot of the Fourth
Presbyterian Church of South Boston. During the early 1880's a
famly of Roxbury Presbyterians wal ked two m|es from Roxbury to
South Boston to attend services. As nore Presbrterians joined the
famly on their weekly pilgrimges, it becane clear that a
Presbyterian Church needed to be established i nRoxbury. O Cctober
18, 1885 a group of Presbyterians net for worship i n H ghland Hal

at the corner of Warren Street and Wal nut Avenue i n Roxbury.
Services were conducted by the Rev. Joseph W Sanderson. Amongthe
parish's original congregation were several inmmgrants fromthe
Maritime Provinces of Canada. The nost prom nent of the
congregation, however, were Robert and John Gilchrist. These two
gentl emen were brothers and owners of Gilchrist's Departnment Store,
an inmportant early 20th century downtown Boston comerci al enporium
whi ch evolved fromthe Gilchrist Brothers' late 19th-century
dry-goods store at 5-7 Wnter Street in Boston. Robert Gilchrist
served as the noderator of Roxbury Presbyterian Church's buildin
cgnnittee | sestimated that the Gilchrist famly financed half o

t he

conti nued
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Church's construction. The building commttee also included Adam
Archibald, insurance agent; Roland C Whittelt; Charles L. WIlliam,
mason; Robert Gallagher, plasterer, Vinton Passler; and Peter H
Lawson, proprietor of amllinery store on Washington Streeti n
Boston. |t would seemlikely that the church's masonry work and
interior Plastemng may be t he work of Charles L. WIlliams and
Robert Gallagher, respectively. The builder of this church was a
Wlliam Swanson. The Church was dedicated on April 16, 1892.

Roxbury Presbyterian Church was designed by John C Spofford of the
prom nent Boston architectural firm of Brigham and Spofford which
included Charles Brigham Brigham i nthe 1870's, had been partner
in the firm of Sturgis and Bri gham whose nost menorabl e achi evement
Vi%%g; he Bost on Museum at Copl ey Square (conpleted 1876; denoli shed

John C Spofford's partnership with Charles Brighambegan i nthe
late 1870's. Spofford was born i nMaine i n 1854 andtrained as a
mason and carpenter. Educated i narchitecture at the University of
Mai ne, Spofford trained i ntheoffice of WlliamJ. Preston before
working as a draftsman forthe firm of Sturgi$ and Bri gham The
Bartnersmp of Brigham and Spofford resulted i nnunerous public
uildings i nthe Boston area as well as i nMine. Brighamand
Spofford arecredited with Menorial Hall i nBelfast, Maine; thecity
hall i nLewi ston, Maine; the public library at Everett,
Massachusetts; the pxiblic library andthe town hall i n Fairhaven,
Massachusetts. The firm served as architects of the additionst o
the Miine and Massachusetts State Capitals. | naddition, railroad
stations i nRoxbury and Stoughton, and several residences i n Roxbury
and Jamaica Plain were products of this firms office. After 1891,
Spofford practiced architecture alone, maintaining anofficei n
Boston. He was responsible forthe designs of t he Bangor (Mine)
City Hall andthe Masonic Hall i nAugusta, Maine. Active as an
architect well into the 1930's, John Spofford was last listed inthe
Boston City Directories i n 1936 as a resident of Brookline withhis
practice at 114 State Street.

The designs forthe Roxbury Presbyterian Church date t
therefore, present a probleminterms of dates. The a
the building permt is"John C Spofford," alone. Whi
for Roxbury Presbyterian Church m ght also have been t

0 1891 and,
rchitect on
| e the plans
he work of the

continued
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firmtogether, the fact that both the firms break up and the date
of the church's designs fall into the sane year, creates a problem
in specifying the architect in charge of the project.

Roxbury puddi ngstone, a locally quarried building material, was
enpl oyed along with granite and wood in the Church's construction.
Puddi ngstone, a butterscotch colored conglonerate stone, was first
used in Boston church construction durin% the early 1860's and was
wi dely enployed in Boston's Back Bay ecclesiastical edifices during
the late-19th century. Scattered about the Highlands and M ssion
Hill sections of Roxbury are md-19th century dwelling units
constructed of puddingstone. Roxbury Presbyterian Church ranks
anong the nore substantial Roxbury exanples of puddingstone
construction.

Architecturally, Roxbury Presbyterian Church is representative of
Victorian Gothic stylistic influences of the |ate-19th century.
These influences can be seen in the pointedness of the various
gables and asymmetry, both of which are characteristic of this
structure. In addition, the entire fenestration consists of |ancet
or pointed-arch windows. Since this period was one of architectural
eclecticism this church also incorporates then-current Queen Anne
Revival influences as represented in the octagonal tower, decorative
ver geboards and turned posts.

The interior of the main hall of Roxbury Presbyterian Church
conforns sonmewhat to the asymmetrical qualities of the structure's
exterior. The center of this interior worship space features a

hi gh-coni cal -shaped celling that is outlined with dark-wooden
beans. The altar area lies front and center of this configuration
and is nostly constructed of dark wood. The chancel features a

| arge pipe organ which dates to 1920, above which i s one of two

| arge stained-glass windows in the church.

This window on the east wall features the resurrected Chri st
aPpeaHng to his disciples. The figure of Christ is in the center
of this wndowwth his hand raised. The colors of this w ndow are
vi brant and |um nous. The second |arge stained-glass wndowi s

| ocated on the north wall of this main hall. |t features Christ and
the children, one of the mobst popular themes in late 19th century
stained-glass iconography. Oher colorful stained-glass appears in

conti nued



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

_ Roxbury Presbyterian Church
Section nunber 8 Page 4 Roxbury, Massachusetts

the rear of the main hall, but isprimarily decorative.

Several ancillary roons emanate fromthe main-worship area of the
church, including the mnisters' office, a counting room and the

| adi es parlour. The basenent |evel of the church, according to the
current mnisters, was not built with the church but was dug |ater.
It contains several recreational and meeting roons, one of whichis
used on Sundays as a worship area by a |local Hispanic group. O her
organi zations such as Al coholics Anonynous use these neeting roons
on a regular basis.

The first pastor to officiate within the newmy conpleted church
buil ding at Warren and Wodbi ne Streets was Dr. Martin Kneel and.
During the pastorate of the Reverend Clarence A Young (1911-1923),
the growh of the congregation necessitated the renodeling of the
church auditorium At that time, the hall in the basenent was
constructed and naned "Gilchrist Hall" in honor of John and Robert
Gilchrist. The present organ was installed at sone point during the
young pastorate. During the pastorate of Reverend Carlisle between
1928 and 1935, the church corporation assuned another sizeable
mﬁrtgarl]ge ihn order to nmake a conplete renovation and redecoration of
the church.

During the 1930's under the pastorate of Reverend Sanuel A Jackson,
the church distinguished itself in helping those wo had fallen on
hard times as the result of the the Great Depression. I n addition,
overseas m ssionary work received an increasinglygreater enphasis
during Rev. Jackson's pastorate. The church's benevol ence budget
was ﬂ_reatly augnent ed dur|n% the late 1930's until it became one of
the highest per capita in the denom nation. The Jacksons were the
first pastorate famly to live in the present parsonage house at 25
VWodbi ne Street.

In the years following Wrld Wr |1, the church began receiving
American Blacks into It snmenbership. Integration began during the
pastorate of Reverend Sanuel Allen Jackson (1936-1955) and continued
under the |eadership of Reverend James Scotland (1955-1958) and
Reverend Francis

D S Mller (1959-1979). The church strongly supported Civil
Rights activities during the 1960's under the |eadership of Dr.

M ller. Since 1985 the co-pastors of Roxbury Presbyterian Church

continued
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have been Rick and Tob Glles%l e-Mobley. The Reverends .

G llespie-Mbley are the Church's first black pastors and first

co-pastors; Toby G || espie-Mbl e){) I sthe church's first female
astor. Church parishoners cel ebrated the 100th anniversary of
xbury Presb%/terl an Church in July 1986 by participating ina

reenactnent of the two mle wal k from Roxbury to the Fourth

Presbyterian Church in South Boston.



9. Meicf Bibliographical Refef ncea—Rnvhni-y Pi-*chyrpi-iaTi rh..i-rh

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested
I previously listed in the National Register
I previously determined eligible by the National Register
| designated a National Historic Landmark
Irecorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey #
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property —I.P«;Q t-han nn<. "r-re

UTM References

A Lllgl 17 9Lft/1/1nl |41l 871113l QI
Zone Easting Northing

C L J L

Vert>al Boundary Description

VI’.Ah,,yy M r/\/\/\j/\/\u/\/\/\/\j/\j i

Pn See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

Pn State historic preservation office

| | Other State agency

| |Federal agency

H Local government

| I University

e other

Specify repository:
M assachusetts Historical Conmission;
Boston Landmarks Connnission

B
Zone Easting

D

Northing

| 1See continuation sheet

The nom nated parcel confornms totheCity of Boston Tax Assessor's Parcel Nunber 837

Ward 12.

Boundary Justification

| | See continuation sheet

The present |egal boundaries conformtotheoriginal/historical city boundaries

of theRoxbury Presbyterian Church's property.

11. Form Prepared By

| | See continuation sheet

namertitte Ed Gordon. Carnl Huggins, BLC w/Annc Tait, MHC

organization Massachusetts Hi<;rnriral Cnmmiggir*n

street & number 8n Roy”c/N*p g7 Suita 310

city or town  BoOston

date August. 1989

telephone (617)727-8470
state MA Z|p code 02116
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6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
FPliginn ;—Religious Structure _ Religion: Relipiou.q Si-rnrfnrp
social; Meeting Hall Social Hp.pt-jng Hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundation Rnyhiiry ‘Pitrlrl inpgfnno
Queen Anee walls Rnxbury ~iidflingstone
High Victorian Gothic
roof _
other grfinitp T.intPls
wnnri framp windows

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
7. Description: Roxbury Presbyterian Church

Roxbury Presbyterian Church i sa stone VictorianGothic Church whichi s
promnently situated at theintersection of Warren and Wodbi ne Streets and
is i nclose proximty toWilnut Street. The church faces west ona
trapezoidal | ot which contains 8000 square feet. The assymetrical-spraw ing
structure covers thel ot almost completely, thus precluding archaeol ogical
investigation,.

Located i nt he Roxbury section of Boston, t heRoxbury Presbhyterian Church

lies within a neighborhood which historically was part of a picturesque

area of rolling_hilj.s andfertile farmand near Roxbury's center. To the
north, east andsouth of this structure are densely settled areas containing
md-19th andearly 20th century single andmulti-fami|ywood frame and nasonry
housing, representing avariety of Victorianstyles. To thewest, across
Warren Street, i sa nodern shopping plaza with an extensive asphalt paved
parking lot. Thebell tower of Roxbury Presbyterian Church which rises above
the immedi ate neighborhood i sa striking landmark i nthat area's skyline.

Built i n1891, Roxbury Presbyterian Church was built t ot hedesigns of John

C Spofford, andwas constructed of rough-hewn Roxbury Puddingstone. | n
general massing and form t hestructure hugs thecorner of Warren and Wodbi ne
Streets i na loii sprawling, manner. It, i s asbnimetracal i nelevation and features

projecting andregressing surfaces of polygonal or curving bays. The | ow
horizontality of thechurch i scontrasted with theverticality of the octagonal
and pointed tower which rises above theentrance. The steeply pitched rooflines
of theRoxbury Presbyterian Chruch contributet o anoverall heaviness and
ruggedness of this church which, like thetower, retain a slight verticalityin
the pointed polygonal roof tops.

In planJ thevariety of spaces within thechurch andthedifferent' polygonal '
bays contributet o a general asjanmetry. | nelevationthechurch rises froma
full basement t oa second |evel continuing theauditorium reception areaand
ancillary rooms. The church i sprimarily enclosed by a steeply pitched modified
traverse gable roof onthis western facade. A series of polygonal projecting
bays whose roofs areconical emanate from this larger central roofline. These
rounded projections include a large sem-polygonal apse at thecenter of thewest
facade whose roof rises to a steep conical pitch. A second smaller polygonal bay

is located t otheright of thelarger central anse. nn« U.-.
A liLl See continuation sheet
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The west (main) facade features a picturesquely rendered bell tower at
its northwest corner. This tower is characterized by an interes.ing
progression of geometric forms commencing with a tall, square case
which i s surmounted by a circular drum The drum supports a wooden
octagonal conponent which i s surmounted by a pyramdal roof. The
tower's stone base and drum ar e pierced by narrow round headed st ained
gl ass wi ndows. The wooden octagonal portion of the bell tower
exhibits weather related damage: several of tne arched w ndow s

| ouvers ar e broken or missing and one of its colonettes has been

renmoved. I ntheround base and octagonal bell tower polygonal shapes
are reflected i nthe other projecting bays on this western side of the
church,

Projecting fromthe main entrance of thebell tower i sthe nain
entrance t othechurch which is enclosed by an open air gabl e porch.
This porch features highly decorative wood work. Its gable ends are
hi ghl i ghted by vergeboards behind which isaslightly recessed wooden
arch with a drop noul ding keystone. Beneath this arch and alongt he
sides of the porch's gable end roof area series of pointed wooden
arches which aresupported by turned posts that rest on a base of
Roxbury puddi ngstone. The entrance porch's terra cotta tiled floor
exhibits a pair of glazed art tiles at its center. The original heavy
oak doors tothis entrance arestill i ntact.

To theright of the main entrance i s a square single story flat roofed
conponent whose arched entrance provides access tothebasenent, k
third entrance on this facade i s located between t hetwo polygonal
apses and consists of a pointed arch door enframed in a darker stone.

The entire west facade features a fenestration of |ancet w ndows al |
of which areframed inwood. To theright of the large ocatagonal bay
is a gable roof section which forms t hesouthern end of t he churcn.

It has two basenent wi ndows and a range of four wood enframed w ndows
on thefe:od level.

The north elevation of the Roxbury PresbyterianChurch al ong VWodbi ne
Street features a large of f center gable with four basenent w ndows.
These windows, i n turn, aresurnounted by a large pointed arch stained
glass w ndow which is flanked oy tall narrow w ndows. At the apex of
the north gable i s a louvered trefoil wndowwith wood enfranmements.
To theright of this large gable is thecorner bell tower and between
these two elenents isasingle story porch which isfully enclosed and
entered oy way of a short flight of stone -steps. This porch features
five lancet w ndows which areflanked by slender col onettes.
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To theleft of thelarge gable i sa sem-polygonal projectingsinglestory
bay which i spierced by a second side entrance and two wi ndows. [t sroof,
like those on theWrren Street/west side i sa steeoly pitched and conical
roof topped by a fleur de i sfinial.

The rear wall i sdomnated by a steeply pitched gable which i s constructed of
stucco and half tinmbering and outlinedwth decorative wooden vergeboards.

At thecenter of this gable end wall isa large pointed arch stained glass

wi ndow. Beneath this wndow i sa pair of small basenent w ndows.

Interior Description

Roxbury Presbyterian Church's wel| preserved interior has been renovated with
appropriate paint and plaster treatments. Still intact arelate 19th century
pews, multi panelled altar, organ (ca. 1920's), and encircling dado.
Particularly noteworthy i s this church's small but choice collection of
stained glass w ndows. These w ndows are characterized by vivid, |umnous
color and well executed designs. The large north window i sdedicated to the
nenory of Hugh Brown and deDicts Christ and tnechildren. Flanking this
scene, i n narrow w ndow segnents, aretheinscription "Blessed arethe Pure
of Heart for They Snail See God," and "Bl essed are They That Murn for They
Shall be Conforted." The rear (east) gable's |arge w naow depicts Christ and
Hs followers set within vertical tracery. Flanking thecentral scene are
the inscriptions "Wich Hpe W Have as an Anchor," and "Take U Thy O oss
and Follow M." This windows three circular segnents contain stained glass
depicting an anchor, dove, and a heart pierced by a cross. All of the
stained glass wi ndows were recently restored and covered with lexanto
preserve their beauty. However, thewalls and ceiling of the vestibule
within thebell tower exhibit water danage.



8. Statement of Significance Roxbury Presbyterian Church
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| Inationally | Istatewide PH locally
Applicable National Register Criteria | IA | IB |X~|C 1 ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ~ A \Z}C e £
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1891 1891

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Spofford, John C.

Swanson, VJilliam

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Roxbury Presbyterian Church, built i n1891, i sinmportant forits
association wit>h"Boston architecture andarchitect John C Spofford of
the firm Brigham and Spofford. Thelate VictorianGothic churchi s
constructed of locally quarried Roxbury Puddingstone andi sone of the
nost substantial nuddinstone structures i ntheBoston area. Architecturally
. t he Roxbury Presbyterian Church i sone of thebest exanples of late 19th
century, VictorianGothic architecturei ntheRoxbury neighborhood. The
church was built t ohouse a parish that was organized i n1881l andtracesits
beginning t o theFourth Presbyterian Church of South Boston. Roxbury Pres-
byterian i sone of thearea's ol dest churches with a single continuous '
congregational history. I nitsmintenance of integrity of design, location
materials and workmanship, theRoxbury Presbyterian Church neets criteria
C of theNational Register of Historic Places onthelocal |evel and
exception A for previously discussed reasons.

The area surrounding Roxbury Presbyterian Church i nthe 18thcentury con-
sisted mainly of rocky upland andfertile farm and. For this reason, Roxbury
supplied thecity of Boston withrcattle andproduce i nthat period. For
nearly half a century after theRevolutionary War, Roxbury maintained its
profile as a suburban village. During thefirst half of the19th century
Roxbury was an inportant center for tanneries, rope wal ks and breweries,
while itscraftsmen were also known for themanufacture of |eather shoes,
hats and gl oves.

Begi nnning i nthe 1840s, thearea south of thepresent Dudley Station

saw increased residential uses. Thehilly terrain vjas incompatible with «'
industrial uses but was highly conducive t o the construction of summer

houses andstately mansions. Roxbury was incorporated asitsowncityin

1846 but was annexed t oBoston i n1868. By thelate 19th century, Roxbury
was al most completely built upwith masonry rowhouses and wood frane single
and multifamilydwellings. Theincorporationof atrolley line from Boston

to this area i nthelate 1880s created a convenient transportationlink for
for Roxbury residents i nthe downtown.

P n See continuation sheet
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Verbal Boundary Description
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Suffol k County Deeds indicatethat Roxbury Preshyterian Church was built in
1891. The parcel on which thechurch was constructed i s shown as being
divided into three lots nunbered 1, 2 and 4 on a 5-1ot Suffol k County Deed
plan of June 1, 1870. 1 n i875 lots 1and 2, containing 2703.92 and 2046. 45
square feet respectively, were owned by Donald Kennedy, while | ot 4 which
contained 20,450 square feet was owned by Donald C Perrin. Donald Kennedy
owned a multi-building medicine factory conplex one block tothe north on
Vérren Street between Waverly and Clifford Streets i nRoxbury. Donald C
Perrin was a wealthy Roxbury real estate speculator. By the mid-i880's
Kennedy owned al | three lots and had erected a stable near the Wodbi ne and
Vérren Streets corner. The cornerstone of thepresent church was laid on
July 17, 189" and t hechurch was opened for services on April 6, 1892.

Roxbury Presbyterian Church was an of f-shoot of theFourth Presbyterian
Church of South Boston. During theear:'y 1880's a fam |y of Roxbury
Preshyterians walked twomles from Roxbury t o South Boston t oattend

sevices. As nore Presbyterians joined thefamly on their weekly

pi | grimages, it becane clear that a Presbyterian Church needed t o be
established i nRoxbury. On Cctober 18, 1885 a group of Presbyterians net for
worship in Hghland Hall at thecorner of Warren Street and Wl nut Avenue i n
Roxbury, and services were conducted by t he Rev. Joseph W Sanderson. Anong
the parish's original congregation were several inmgrants from the Maritime
Provinces of Canada. The nost proninent of the congregation, however, were
Robert and John Gilchrist. These two gentlemen were brothers and owners of
Gilchrist's Departnent Store, an inportant early 20th century downtown Boston
comer ci al enporium whi ch evolved from the Gilchrist Brothers' late 19th
century drygoods store at 57 Wnter Street i n Boston. Robert Gilchrist
served as the noderator of Roxbury Presbyterian Church's building commttee
and i tisestimted that the Gilchrist famly financed half of thechurch's
construction. The building conmttee also included AdamArchibald, insurance
agent; Roland C Whittelt; Charles L. WIlliam nason, Robert Gallager,
plasterer, Vinton Passler; and Peter H Lawson, proprietor of amllenery
store on Washington Street in Boston. |twould seemlikely that thechurch's
masonry work and interior plasteringnay be the work of Charles L. WIllianms
and Robert Gallagher, resoectively. The builder of this church was a Wlliam
Snanson. The Church was dedi cated on April 16, 1892.

Roxbury Presbyterian Church was desi gned by John C. Spofford of the prom ner
Boston architectural firmof Bri gham and Spofford which included Charl es
Bri gham Brigham inthe''870"s, hadbeen partner inthefirmof Sturgis and
Bri gham whose nost nenorabl e achi evenent was t he Bost on Museum at Copl ey
Square (conpl eted 1876, denolished "+909).
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John C Spofford's partnership with Charles Brigham began i nthelate

1870's. Spofford was born in Mine i n1854 and trained as a nason and
carpenter. Educated in architectureat the University of Miine, Spofford
trained i ntheoffice of WlliamJ. Preston before working as a draftsman for
the firm of Sturgis and Brigham The partnership of Bri gham and Spofford
resulted i n numerous public buildings i ntheBoston area as well as in

Mai ne. Brigham and Spofford arecredited with Menorial Hall i n"-"fast,
Maine; thecity hall i nLewiston, Mine; thepublic library at Everett,
Massachusetts; thepublic library and thetown hall i n Fairhaven,
Massachusetts. The firm served as architectsof the additions tothe Mine
and Massachusetts State Capitols. I naddition, railroad stations i n Roxbury
and Stoughton, and several residences i nRoxbury and Jamaica Plain were
products of this firms office. After '891, Spofford practicedarchitecture
alone, maintaining an office in Boston. He was responsible for the designs
of the Bangor (Maine) City Hall and the Masonic Hall i nAugusta, Maine.
Active as an architect well into the 1930's, John Spofford was last listedin
the Boston City Directoriesin''9% as a resident of Brookline with his
practice at ""'4 State Street.

The designs for the Roxbury Presbyterian Church date t o 1891 and, therefore,
present a problem i nterns of dates. The architect on thebuilding permtis
"John C Spofford," alone. Wile theD ans for Roxbury Presbyterian Church
m ght al so have been the work of the firm together, thefact that boththe
firms break up and t hedate of the church's designs fall into thesane year,
creates a problem i n specifyi-"g the architect i ncharge of the project.

Roxbury puddi ngstone, a locally quarried building material, was enpl oyed

along with granite and wood i nthe Church's construction. Puddingstone, a
butterscotch colored conglonerate stone, was first used i n Boston church
construction during theearly 1860's and was widely enployed i nBoston's Back
Bay ecclesiastical edifices during thelate 19th century. Scattered about

the H ghlands and Mssion Hill sections of Roxbury aremd-19th century

dwel ling units constructed of puddingstone. Roxbury Presbyterian Church
ranks anong the nore substantial Roxbury exanpl es of puddi ngstone contruction.

Architectural ly, Roxbury Presbyterian Church is representative of Victorian
Gothic stylistic influences of thelate 19th century. These influences can
be seen i nthepointedness of the various gables and asymetry both of which
are characteristic of this structure. Inaddition, theentirefenestration
consists of lancet or pointed arch wndows. Since this period was one of
architectural eclecticism this church also incorporates then-current Queen
Anne Revival influences as represented i nthe octagonal tower, decorative
ver geboards and turned posts.
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The interior of the ena'- of Roxbury Presbyteria- "hu-"ch conforns
sonewhat to the asynmetries cualit'es of tne jt-“uctu'e's e>terior. The
center of this interior worship space features a high conical shaped ceiling
t'-:at isoutlined with da"k wooden beans. The altar area lies front and
cen:;er of this configuration and is nostly construct''d d' dark wood. The
chancel features a large pipe organ which dates to '20. ajove which is one
of two large stained glass wndows in the church.

This window on the east wall features the resurrected Christ appearing to his
disciples. The figureof Christ is in the center of this wndowwth his had
raised. The colors of this wndoware vibrant and [umnous. The second

| arge stained glass window is |ocated on the ncr.-. wall of this nmain hall.

It features Christ and t".e children, one of the nost popular thenes in late
*O9th ce-"t r-y stained glass iconography. Qher colorful stained glass appears
in the rear of the main hall, but is primarily decorative.

Several ancillary roons enmanate from the mai" worshio area of the church,
including the mnisters' office, a counting room and the |adies parlour.

The baserent |evel of the church, according to the current mnisters, ws not
built with the church but was dug later. 1t co-:,ains several recreational
and meeting roons, one of which is used c¢; Sundc-ys as a worship area by a
local -ispanic group. Qhe- organizations swc'” as Alcoholics Anonynous use
these nmeeting roons on a regular’ basis.

“Tne first pastor to officiate within the riewy conpleted c*urch building at
Vérren and Vodbine Streets was Dr. Mi”tin Kneeland. During the pastorate d"
the Reve-"end Carence A Young (1911-1923), the growth of the congregate' on
necessitated the remodeling the church auditorium At that time, the hall
in the '.".senent was constructed and narmed "Gilchrist Hall" in honor of John
and Robert Gilchrist. The o-esent organ was installed at sone point dur:”ng
the Young pastorate. During the pastorate of Reverend Carlisle between 1928
anc "935 the church corporation assuned another sizeable 'nortgage in order
to nmake a corrplete renovation and redecoration of the church.

During the 1930's under the pastorate of Reverend Samuel A Jackson, the
church distinguishe:" it:"lf in helping those wio had fallen on hard times as
the result of the the @=:3 Depression. In addition, ove-seas mssionary
work received an e« ”"reas-'igly greater emohasis during Rev. Jackson's
pastorate. The ¢, _ oh:: benevolence b . jt UL- greatly augmented during the
late '930's until be'a'-e one of the - ghe. per cap-ta in the

denom nation. The JacKSO- were the first pastorate f'am'y to live -n the
present house at 25 WModbi ne Sti eet.
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In the years following Wrld Vér |1, thechurch began receiving Arerican
Blacks into itsnenbership. Integration began during thepastorate of
Reverend Sanuel Allen Jackson (1936-"7955) and continued under theleadership
of Reverend Janes Scotland (''955-''958) and Reverend “rancis

D S Mller ("959-1979). The church strongly supported Civil Rights
activities during thel960's under theleadership of Dr. Mller. Since 1985,
the co-pastors of Roxbury Presbyterian Church have been Rick and Toby

G |l espie-Mbley. The Reverends G |lespie-Mbley arethe Church's first

bl ack pastors and first co-pastors; "Tooy G |lespie-Mbley i sthechurch's
first female pastor. Church parishoners celebrated the 100th anniversary of
Roxbury Presbyterian Church in July '"98 by participating in a reenactnent of
the twomle walk from Roxbury tothe Fourth Presbyterian Church in South
Bost on.

Archaeol ogi cal Significance

The potential archaeol ogical significanceof the Roxbury Presbyterian Church
is limted because theentire church structurecovers alnost theentirel ot .
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Novenber 3, 1989

Carol Shall

Nati onal Register of Historic Places
Department of t he Interior

Nat i onal Park Service

P.O Box 37127

Washi ngt on, DOC 20013- 7127

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nom nation:

Roxbury Presbyterian Church, 328 Warren Street, Boston (Roxbury) (Suffolk
County), Massachusetts 02119

There has been no owner objectionfor the above nentioned property.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. QOaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consi deration 30-75 days before the nmeeting and
were afforded t heopportunity t ocorment. Comrments received t odate are
attached t othenomnation form

le Tait
Assi stant National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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January 18, 1991

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
P ease and encl osed the following resubmtted nom nation.

Foxbury Presbyterian Church, 328 Vrren Street, Roxbury, Boston (Suffol k
Gounty), Massachusetts, 02119

All corrections have been nade i n accordance with your conments.

Sincerely,

Bet sy Friedber? .

National Register Dr'ector
Massachusett's Historical Gonmission
Encl osur e

cc. Garol Huggins, Gty of Boston The Environnent Departnent
DIK hl

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Judith B. McDonoagh, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary
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