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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE

The Idanha Hotel is a large, six-story brick structure whose fairy-castle external 
appearance is an incorporation of the French/Chateau style. The stone of the two 
round-arched entrances, windows, tintels and horizontal linear trim between 
floors utilizes cyclopean rustication to nicely set off the red brick. The raised 
basement walls and foundation are sandstone.

Three round corner turrets, along with two tiers of bay windows on the west side, 
are the most prominate features on the exterior. Liberal use of tall windows, 
especially in the turrets and bays, insures a well-lit interior. 'The two tall bays 
are crowned with battlements which are the same height as matching 
crenellation along the top of the first incline of the mansard-style roof. This part 
of the roof is at the sixth floor level and sports symmetrically placed hip-roofed
dormers.
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The first significant change in the building was the addition of a new $5000 grille 
room in l^o. Subsequent changes have included a modern front and lowered 
floor of the ground-floor store on Main Street, and the addition of a bar-lounge 
in the basement on the Tenth Street side. Two covered entryways with their 
balconies stood for many years but have since been taken down. Other than a 
few minor changes and a recent paint job on the turrets and trim, the building 
remains much as it was. Even the interior boasts many of the original furnish- 
ings, brass handrails, and original doors, windows, and woodwork.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

At the time of its completion in early January 1901 at a cost of $125,000, Boise's 
pride and joy, the Idanha Hotel, was the most expensive building ever built in 
Boise. Walter S. Campbell was the architect, the superintendent of construction 
and the promoter of the deal which made building the hotel possible. He visited 
modern hotels between Boise and New York and combined many of the best 
features for the Idanha. The Idanha boasted having only three inside rooms on 
the entire building, a thing considered very modern and original when incor­ 
porated into some rather recent hotels.

The fairy-castle external appearance is an incorporation of the French Chateau 
style of a number of famous Canadian and eastern U. S. hotels. Chateau Frontenac 
in Quebec, built in the 1890's, is a famous example. In selecting the round corner 
turrets, Campbell was the first in Boise to use them on a commercial structure. 
The turrets fit right in because Boise's domestic architecture had already made 
them popular.

Idaho's famous senator, William E. Boy£h, is associated with the Idanha in what wzs 
one of the most dramatic and boisterous events ever to take place there. On 
October 2, 1907, Senator Borah spoke to a large crowd from the balcony above 
the Main Street entrance to the Idanha after he had been vindicated by the court 
of alleged participation in defrauding the government. Later than evening, a 
mighty crowd of fans stretching curb to curb from Sixth Street to Tenth Street 
paraded with Borah amid fanfare and band music. Upon reaching the hotel, Borah 
was lifted to their shoulders and carried into the Idanha and out onto the same 
balcony where he again addressed the crowd.

The Idanha has retained its popularity through the years, both as a fine hotel and, 
more significantly, as a Boise landmark which has added much to the character 
of the city. It hopefully will survive urban redevelopmenj^insome appropriate 
form of adaptive use.
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Idaho Daily Statesman, 26 November 1899, p. 6.
1 January 1901, p. 4. 
3 October 1907, p. 1 and p. 6.
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