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1. Name

higoric St. Joseph's School

and/or common Same

2. Location

street & number Eagle Street not for publication
city, town iSforth Adamns N/A vicinity of
State Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code 003
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial .. transportation
no military X otherl elderly housing
4. Owner of Property
nane St . Joseph's Court Associ ates
street & number 200 North Main Street
city, town East Longmeadow N/A vicinity of sae Massachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Nort hern Berkshire Registry of Deeds
street & number 65 Park Street
_ Adams M assachusetts
city, town state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

inventory of the Historic Assets
title ""e Conmonwealth -*Njasn has this property been determined eligible? ves X no

date May 1982 federal X state county local
M assachusetts Historical Conmission

depository for survey records

city, town ~ Boston sae Massachusetts



7. Description st Joseph's School,North Adams Ma

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered N origina site
good ruins X altered noved date NA
fair "J  unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

St. Joseph's School is athree-story masonry building proninently situated at the northwest
corner of Eagle Street (NR1972) and Route 2 (Veterans Manorial Drive). |t is bondedon
the east by Eagle Street, onthe south by LincolnStreet and Route 2, onthe west by a
former convent, andonthe north by nodern devel opnent. The structure stands as an anchor
markir® amjor entrance to downtown North Adans.

S Joseph's School is characteristic of the Neo-Classical Revival style. The three-"story
building consists of amain nass, broken by aprojecting gabled pavilion, andflanking

wi ngs which al so project fron the central block (Map»A). Additionsto the main structure
include a three story, square wing which was placed at the northwest comer in 1959 (Map-B).
There i s also anore recent five story addition attached to the north elevation. Constructed
in 1982, this wing ispart of acertified rehabilitation project which was conpletedfor

the entire building ccnplex. This addition i s facedwith brick andconnected to the main
building by a recessed alumnumand glass curtain wall (Mp~",. . ~ 2 L. M

The original building rests onapartially exposed basanent story whigh i s fuljy."incorpor-
ated into the design of the main building'. The basement and first story are constructed
of coursed concrete blocks textured with coal and pink marble chips. Theupper two
stories are faced with buff brick; end elevation brick islaid inagecraetric pattern.
Separating the basanent andsecond stories i s a cast concrete, noul ded water coiirse. The
first and second stories are divided by a concrete frieze and belt course inscribed
"Bonitatem et Disciplinamet Scientia Doce Lhe Donine."! Awde plain comce and sinple
parapet wal | s conplete the roofline.

The original main entrance i s set within the gabled pavilion of the facade. Approached
by granite steps vshich are flanked by two concrete stoops and bronze posts supporting-

| anterns,the entrance has doul be wooden doors | ocated beneath a bracketedentablature.
Centered onthe pavilion are aJso two decorative plaques and shields, depicting St.
Joseph's School coat of arns. Thepavilion i s further adorned by the use of modillions
pl aced beneath the pedinent. Sinpler pedinented entries are |ocatedonthe tw end

el evations. Theentry onthe rear elevation i s a newshed-roofed doorway approxi mtely
25" long wiiich"naw"serves as the building's main entrance. Canpatibiy designed, it re-
places anearlier wood enclosed entry.

Fenestration onthe east (facade) and west elevationsi s synmetrical. Wndows are |aige
and rectangul ar and arranged i ngroups, with 6/ 6 wooden sash. The south elevation w ndcws,
| ocated above the entry, are narrower and elongated, reflecting their position in stair-
well's. Thenorthelevation has been |argely obscured by the recent addition.

O particular interest isthe interior of St. Joseph's School. Thefirst floor features
a laige front entry foyer connecting the two classrocm corridors. Theentry foyer floor
is laid inyellownarble tile with ablack marble border, providing a shaip contrast with
the pink and gray narble wainscot. Thefloors of the corridors are covered withterrazzo
tile with, ablacii marble.border. .VWalls are finished with raised panel, oak wainscot,

and door surrounds. The second and third floors are finished i n oak and pine respecti-
ively. A conpound plaster cornicenolding and terrazzotile floors are found onthe
second floor, where the school's coat of ains occupies a central wall position.

1. "Lord, Teach Me Goodness, Discipline andKnow edge" (Psalm 118)



8. S| gn|f| cance si. Joseph's School, North Adaiiis, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify  below " .
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historit conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture —~n"education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

X 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation

invention other (specify)
Specificdates  1928-29 Builder/Architect Architect: Unknown: Builder: D.J. Donahue

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

St. Joseph's School possesses int”rity of location, design, materials, setting, and work-
manship. Architecturally, the building is important as a rare survivor of Neo-Classical
architecture in North Adams. Its historical significance derives fron its origins

in the late 19th century as the only Remaen Catholic parochial school in a city whose
econonic base relied heavily on its Irish population to constitute much of the city's
labor force. The school today is one of the few extant buildings reflecting this inpor-
tant inmigrant heritage. Thus, St. Joseph's School meets Criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places. -

Irish inruigrants first came to iSorth AdarE in 1830 to work in the first cotton print works
factory that had been started by Caleb Turner in the 1820s. The town's substantial
growth, in terms of its industrial developnent at this time, is attributable to these
immigrants who constituted much of the work force. Newly established mills existed in
such areas as "The Beaver" (NR 1973), "Hie Union", Braytonville and Blackinton. By the
mid 1850s large nunbers of Reman Catholic Irishmen and their families had immigrated to
North Adams, finding anployment in the North Adams Iron Company, a wholesale shoe factory
and/or the textile (wool and cotton) mills.

For nearly two ddcades the Irish cdnmunity lacked a church. In 1848 a mission was
established' by Father Cavanavgh, and mass was performed four times a year. Sixteen years
later, land was purchased at “the corner of Eagle ~ d Union Streets, and “in J.869, St.
Francis Church was conpleted.

The construction of the town's first Catholic church, together with the incorporation

of North Adams in 1878 as a municipality separate from Adams, prompted plans for a
parochial school. The Church's parishioners were solicited and $16,000 was raised to
purchase the land just north of the Church. St. Josejii's School opened in Septonber

1886. It was named for the teaching order of St. Joseph who had cone to North Adams
earlier that year. The brick Italianate structure was designed by James Welch of New

York City and featured a facade pavilion crowned with a cupola and paired arched windows.
The building stood until 1981. The building served as an adjunct educational facility through
the mid 20th century and later was used for social functions by the local parish. By 1981,
the building was considered surplus property by the Archdiocese and due to its deteriorated
condition, was demolished that same year.

By 1928 this ten-rocm school was too cramped for a student population that had reached
500, and plans for a new facility were explored. In June, a contract for the construction
of a new building was awarded by the Springfield Roman Catholic Diocese to D.J. Donahue of
Sprir*field. 1t was to stand on the opposite corner of Eagle and Union Streets, just
north of the Rectory. This new structure replaced several buildings on the site which
included a late 19th century shoe factory and a mid-19th century residence. The design

of the new school called for a three-story building of ornamental stone construction,
containing 26 classroons, an auditorium, a gymnasium, and science laboratories. The



9. Major Bibliographical References

Barnes and Famham, Atlas of Berkshire County (Pittsfield: 1904)

Beers, F.W., County Atlas of Berkshire (New York: 1876)

D.L. Miller, C.E., Atlas of Towns of North Adams, Adams, Williamston & Cheshire, Berkshire
County (New York: 1894)

10. Geographical Data

A&eage of nominated property _ 1.30QA
Quadrangle name North Adams Quadrangle Quadrangle scale 1:25000
UT M References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Beginning at an iron pipe on the westerly side of Eagle Street at the northeasterly corner
of the herein described premises; thense Section 26 59' 37" W. along Eagle Street 103.50'

to a point; thence S. 26 11' 35" W. along Eagle Street 162.74 to a point; thence, on a curve

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Kathryn Kubie with Nancy L. Doonan and Elizabeth Durfee Hengen, Preservation
N

nameftitle Consultants
organizetion Massachusetts Historical Commission date September 1983

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state N local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth Joy the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature CMAUMA - 7 MCAsiVYIICX Iy [ j~n

State Historic Preservation Officer

titte  Massachusetts Historical Commission date
For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
date
'Ht per of the National Register
Attest: date

Chief of Registration
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As mentioned earlier, the school underwent major rehabilitation in 1982. This project,
#iich followed the Secretary of Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, involved conver-
ting the complex to a congregate elderly housing facility.

8. Significance Cont
architect is not kncwn.

The new St. Joseph's School opened September 9, 1929, with 605 students in attendance.
Enroliment reached its peak of 1220 students in 1958. To acconmodate the increased
student body, a cafeteria, located in the gymnasium, a darkroom, and four classroons
the latter in a northwest wing (Mg Section B) were added in the 1950s.

The school's population was noted for its academic prowess and ability. The school
newspaper regularly won national awards, and the debate team won state and regional
championships. 80-85% of the graduating class attended collie and many continued on
to law school.

The significant role St. Joseph's School played in the overall development of North

Adams is multi-faceted. Originating as an educational center for the Irish Remen
Catholic, the schoo®. grew in stature as the city's only parochial school. As Ronan
Catholic educational facilitiesin the northeast decreased in the mid-20th century,

the school expanded to include nationalities fron a variety of area parishes. With the
demolition of the original St. Joseph's School, the nominated property acquired additional
importance as one of the few remaining structures associated with Roman Catholic education
in Northern Berkshire County.

In the late 1970s the school closed due to decreasing enrollment and financial problems.
It was recently purchased by a private development group who converted the building for
use as an elderly housirg facility.
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9. Major Bibliographic References (Continued)

Insurance Maps of North Adans, Sanborn Myp Gonpany (1908 and 1929)

City Directories

50th Anniversary of St. Francis Church Booklet (1919)

Morris, Ham Iton, Interesting Facts i ntheEarly History of North Adans (Editedi n
Transcript 1859-60)

Rowe, HG North Adans and Vicinity Illustrated (North Adans: 1898)

North Adans Transcript: July 1, 1921; June 25, 1928; July 31, 1928; June 2, 1930.

10.  Geographical Data (Continued)

to theright with a radius of 40.00" along Eagle and Lincoln Streets an arcdistance
of 43.63" toapininlead; thence, on a curve totheleft with a radius of 582. 66
along Lincoln Street 119.46' t o a bound; thence, S 75 24" 48" W along LincolnStreet
18.00" toa point; thence, N 12 32' 32" W along |and now or formerly of the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Springfield 49.08 toa point; thence, N 08 50' 26" E along |ast
named |and 220.47' toa point; thence, S 80 16' 55" E along land now or formerly

of theNorth Adans Housing Authority 92.50' toa point; thence, N 23 48 39" E along
last named land 102.70' toan iron pipe; thence, S 65 39" 51" E along |and now or
formerly of Charles andLillian S G ickman 145.55' totheiron pipe at theplace of
begi nning; containing an area of approximately 1.376 acres.

The nom nated property includes theentire | ot belonging to St. Joseph's School. Only
the original 1928-29 section (labeled A) i sconsidered tocontribute tothe signifi-
cance of this nom nation.
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owner objection Federal Agency:
cn appeal
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Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessi ble

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent 1 |deteriorated unaltered « original site
cn good I lruins altered moved date.
o fair | 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

cn summary paragraph
cn completeness

cn clarity

| | alterations/integrity
| | dates

I Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

C] summary paragraph

cn completeness

CD clarity

cn applicable criteria

cn justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

e context

cn relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception

cn other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

cn Maps
cn Photographs
cn Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:.

Comments for any item may Ix continued on an attached sheet


















