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CONDITION
1X1 Excellent

Interior
[jg Altered

D Good

(Check One)

5

D Fa"

(Check One) 

1 1 Deteriorated

Exterior
Unaltered

D Ruins D

D Moved

Unexposed

(Check One) 

[vj Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Tavern is a two story English type structure with double galleries 
and unusual column design.

The upper gallery is enclosed by balusters. The contrast of the two- 
level portico is interesting: the ground floor is styled with square 
columns, while the upper floor has delicate round columns of a classical 
order. Central doors flanked by two windows, both upstairs and down, 
present a symmetrical appearance. The door on the upper porch has only 
side lights, but the front entrance has side lights and transom of 
clear glass. Large hand-hewn timbers, 6" x 10", give sturdy support to 
the structure. End chimneys are large, constructed of hand-made brick, 
and plastered. The steep gabled roof is covered with split-cedar 
shingles.

The Tavern was one of the few houses of the pioneer period that was 
built without a central hall; however, an open hallway divides the two 
rooms at the rear. Three large rooms run across the entire front. 
There was an open stairway to the second floor, but when the porch was 
later enclosed, it presented the appearance of a secret stairway. The 
carved banisters show outstanding workmanship for pioneer days. The 
north wing appears to be an addition; however it is part of the original 
structure. In early days, guests debarking from steam boats could go 
directly upstairs to their rooms.

The lower back room was a dining room. The 4* thick and 6' wide stone 
chimney still stands, but is plastered over. The flooring is 2' x 6' 
pine boards. Pegs and square nails were used in construction. Baseboards 
are 10" with 1-1/2" crown. The mantels are pine. Upstairs and downstairs 
roome are identical in size and arrangement.

During restoration, the outside was painted light tan and trimmed in 
off-white.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Tavern was the first permanent structure built in Irwinton (forerunner 
of Eufaula), an early nineteenth century settlement established on the 
western banks of the Chattahoochee River as a trading center with the 
Lower Creek Indians.

Built in .1836 by Edward Williams, it was used for many purposes through 
the years. ""Built as an inn, it served as a stopping place when the 
steamboats plied on the Chattahoochee. On October 15, 1842, Williams 
deeded The Tavern to his daughter, Cynthia William Raines, who used it 
as a residence. In 1844, it was used as a temporary Episcopal Church. /

/
During the War Between the States, it was converted into a Confederate 
Jipspital. I Later it was ransacked by Union Forces, leaving axe clefts 
in the wide flooring. In 1871, The Tavern was deeded to J. F. Hartung; 
his widow sold it to Captain Archer.,F.errell, and, in 19.&6,, it was 
purchased by the Cowikee Mills Foundation. Under this foundation The 
Tavern was restored. The architect for this restoration was Arthur 
Joe Grant of Montgomery who worked in conjunction with C. A. Blandheim.

Today the Tavern, only a few blocks from downtown Eufaula, occupies an 
imposing point on the high bluff overlooking Lake Eufaula, a large 
impoundment on the historic Chattahoochee River.

A marker placed in front by the United Daughters of the Confederacy 
states:

Confederate Hospital
"Sanctuary for Valiant and Courageous Men" 

Built for River Tavern 1836
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Alabama Historical Commission Junes'3, 1970
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National n State (2" Local Q

Name /AU& $ d-*4«*-*t-*+t*f . Vr.

^•^Qtzz?*"--
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STATE CODE

Alabama 01

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. ^^

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

OCT 6 1970
Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of Th« National Regist&v

flUG 1 2 1970 /
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