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N-ATIGNAL Ktb.biLK UKiicMA i . A i c.i'̂ -.c.M n t applTcaDie) 
« 
The Ge.le/Banks House i s a well-prese'-ved example of an early Federal farEhcuse and i s one 
of the few houses of i t s type i n the c i t y . I t i s most notable, however, as the home of 
Nathaniel P. Banks, Waltham's most famous nineteenth century c i t i z e n : a Governor of 
Massachusetts, Congressman and Speaker of the House, and C i v i l War General. I t thus meets 
c r i t e r i a A, B and C of.the National Register of Historic Places. I t possesses i n t e g r i t y 
of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the corrniunity. 

Set on a major highway and i n a commercial d i s t r i c t , this early Federal farmhouse Is 
well-preserved and cne of the best examples of i t s type i n the c i t y . I t has a five-by-
four bay double p r o f i l e , cornerboards, a low hipped roof, and two large panel brick 
chimneys, the l a t t e r probably r e b u i l t . The windows have simple molded surrounds and the 
entrance has pil a s t e r s , a narrow transom and sideli g h t s , and a door that may be o r i g i n a l . 
This house i s very similar i n appearance to the east facade of the Sanderson-Bemis House 
at 380 Lexington Street. The unusual hipped dormer that faces both front and back at the 
apex of the roof and the entry porch with fl u t e d Doric columns were both apparently added 
i n the nineteenth century. The porch roof was once surmounted by a balustrade and was 
accessible through a door located where the center window on the second f l o o r i s now. 
The balastrade from the main roof has also been removed. V'indows now contain late-19th 
century 2/2 sash and a late 19th century porch i s attached to the west elevation. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house was b u i l t about 1798 by Jacob Gale on land that had been associated with 
the Gale fsimily since the seventeenth century and that had been l e f t to Jacob a f t e r the 
death of his father, Samuel, In 1793. In 1855 the Gale homestead was purchased by 
Mathaniel P. Banks. 

Nathaniel Prentice Banks was born i n I8l6 i n a tenement block on River Street i n what 
was l a t e r the Bleachery d i s t r i c t . His father was a carpenter for the Boston Manufacturing 
Company and for a short time Nathaniel worked i n the m i l l s as a bobbin boy. Ke attended 
Lewis Smith's school and read widely on his own at the Rumford I n s t i t u t e . In 1839 he 
edited the Middlesex Reporter, a weekly, but i t moved to Lowell, MA, and Banks began to 
'study law. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) ? ^ 

In 1849 Banks opened his own law office and the same year, after four unsuccessful 
attempts, was elected Representative to the General Court as a Democrat. He apparently 
was instrumental in the negotiations that enabled Waltham to buy the South Side from 
Newton; he was reelected to three more terms. In 1853 he was chosen as president of the 
state constitutional convention and was also elected to the United States Congress as a 
Coalition Democrat. He was reelected in 1855 as a member of the American (Know-Nothing) 
Party and, after a long battle, was chosen Speaker of the House. He was elected to a 
third term in 1857 as a Republican but resigned that year to become Governor of 
Massachusetts. He was elected to two more (one year) terms as Governor and in 1860 became 
president of the Illinois Central Railroad. He resigned in 1861 in order to accept an 
appointment as a General in the Union Army. He participated in several unsuccesful 
campaigns including Shenandoah, Cedar Mountain, and Red River. To his credit, however. 
Banks was known as a fine horseman and an immaculate dresser whose yellow gloves set off 
the deep blue of his uniform. 

In 1948 the American Historical Association sponsored a biography of Banks by Fred 
Harvey Harrington entitled Fighting Politician — Ma1or General N. P. Banks. It was 
undertaken as a study of one of the Union's political generals who had no military 
background and had not attended West Point. Banks frequent change of political party 
also, as Harrington observed. Illuminated the role of a "practical politician" in a time 
of great sectional conflict. 

After the war. Banks returned to Waltham and was elected to Congress from 1865 to 
1877, was appointed U.S. Marshall for Massachusetts from 1877 to 1888, and was again a 
Congressman from 1888 to 1891. 

In 1847 Banks had married Mary T. Palmer, who had also worked in the mills. At first 
they lived with her parents, apparently in the house now at 35-37 Centred Street (see 
form), and then with his on Main Street. In 1855 Banks purchased the Gale homestead of 
about 20 acres and reportedly ran a well-equipped farm with cattle, horses, pigs, 
orchards, corn fields, a grape arbor, poultry yards, and other features. When the Prince 
of Wales visited Massachusetts in 1861 during Bank's last term as Governor, Mrs. Banks, as 
First Lady, danced the first dance with the royal guest, an event that reportedly caused 
Boston society matrons to complain about the "audacity of that factory g i r l ! " 

After Banks' death in 1894, the homestead property was subdibvided into houselots;  
the house was sold In 1905 to Frans 0. Strom, a carpenter who lived nearby on Prospect  
Hill Avenue. The Stroms apparently rented this hcuse; in 1923 i t was occupied by Peter  
Gilson, an advertising solicitor for the Boston Globe. 

Staple to Inventory n̂rm at bott om 
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DESCRIPTION 
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Style F e d e r a l 
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The Gale-Banks House is a well-preserved example of an early Federal farmhouse and 
is one of the few houses of its type in the city. It possesses integrity of location, 
design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association, and thus meets Criteria C 
of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 

Set on a major highway and i n a commercial d i s t r i c t , t h i s early Federal farmhouse Is 
well-preserved and cne of the best examples of i t s type i n the c i t y . I t has a five-by-
four bay double p r o f i l e , cornerboards, a low hipped roof, and two large panel brick 
chimneys, the l a t t e r probably r e b u i l t . The windows have simple molded surrounds and the 
entrance has p i l a s t e r s , a narrow transom and si d e l i g h t s , and a door that may be o r i g i n a l . 
This house i s very similar i n appearance to the east facade of the Sanderson-Bemis House 
at 380 Lexington Street. The unusual hipped dormer that faces both front and back at the 
apex of the roof and the entry porch with f l u t e d Doric columns were both apparently added 
i n the nineteenth century. The porch roof was once surmounted by a balustrade and was 
accessible through a door located where the center window on the second f l o o r i s now. 
The balastrade from the main roof has also been removed. V'indows now contain late-19th 
century 2/2 sash and a late 19th century porch i s attached to the vest elevation. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state h-!story and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

This house was b u i l t about 1798 by Jacob Gale on land that had been associated v i t h 
the Gale family since the seventeenth century and that had been l e f t to Jacob aft e r the 
death of his father, Samuel, i n 1793. In 1855 the Gale homestead was purchased by 
Kathaniel P. Banks. 

Nathaniel Prentice Banks was born i n I8I6 i n a tenement block on River Street i n what 
was l a t e r the Bleachery d i s t r i c t . His father was a carpenter for the Boston Manufacturing 
Company and for a short time Nathaniel worked i n the m i l l s as a bobbin bey. Ke attended 
Lewis Smith's school and read widely on his own at the Rumford I n s t i t u t e . In I839 he 
^edited the Middlesex Reporter, a weekly, but i t moved tc Lowell, MA, and Banks began to 
'study law. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

In 1849 Banks opened his own law office and the same year, after four unsuccessful 
attempts, was elected Representative to the General Court as a Democrat. He apparently 
was instrumental in the negotiations that enabled Waltham to buy the South Side from 
Newton; he was reelected to three more terms. In 1853 he was chosen as president of the 
state constitutional convention and was also elected to the United States Congress as a 
Coalition Democrat. He was reelected i n 1855 as a member of the American (Know-Nothing) 
Party and, after a long battle, was chosen Speaker of the House. He was elected to a 
third term in 1857 as a Republican but resigned that year to become Governor of 
Massachusetts. He was elected to two more (one year) terms as Governor and i n i860 became 
president of the I l l i n o i s Central Railroad. He resigned i n 1861 in order to accept an 
appointment as a General In the Union Army. He participated i n several unsuccesful 
campaigns including Shenandoah, Cedar Mountain, and Red River. To his credit, however, ^ 
Banks was known as a fine horseman and an immaculate dresser whose yellow gloves set off , 
the deep blue of his uniform. 

In 1948 the American Historical Association sponsored a biography of Banks by Fred 
Harvey Harrington entitled Fighting Politician — Maior General N. P. Banks. I t was 
undertaken as a study of one of the Union's p o l i t i c a l generals who had no military 
background and had not attended West Point. Banks frequent change of p o l i t i c a l party 
also, as Harrington observed, illuminated the role of a "practical p o l i t i c i a n " i n a time 
of great sectional conflict. 

After the war. Banks returned to Waltham and was elected to Congress from 1865 to 
1877| was appointed U.S. Marshall for Massachusetts from 1877 to 1888, and was again a 
Congressman from 1888 to 1891. 

In 1847 Banks had married Mary T. Palmer, who had also worked in the mills. At f i r s t 
they lived with her parents, apparently i n the house now at 35-37 Central Street (see 
form), and then with his on Main Street. In 1855 Banks purchased the Gale homestead of 
about 20 acres and reportedly ran a well-equipped farm with cattle, horses, pigs, 
orchards, corn fields, a grape arbor, poultry yards, and other features. When the Prince 
of Wales visited Massachusetts i n 1861 during Bank's last term as Governor, Mrs. Banks, as 
First Lady, danced the f i r s t dance with the royal guest, an event that reportedly caused 
Boston society matrons to complain about the "audacity of that factory g i r l ! " 

After Banks' death i n 1894, the homestead property was subdibvided into houselots;  
the house was sold i n 1905 to Frans 0. Strom, a carpenter who lived nearby on Prospect  
H i l l Avenue. The Stroms apparently rented this house; in 1923 i t was occupied by Peter  
Gilson, an advertising soli c i t o r for the Boston Globe. 

Staple to Inventory ^nrm at bott om 
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