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The Ge.le/Banks House i s a well-prese'-ved exanple of an early Federal farEhcuse andi s one
of the fewhouses of its type i nthecity. It i snost notable, however, as the hone of
Nat haniel P. Banks, Wltham s nost famous nineteenth century citizen: a Governor of
Massachusetts, Congressman and Speaker of the House, and Civil Vér General. | tthus meets
criteria A/ Band Cof.the National Register of Historic Places. | t possesses integrity
of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and association.

ARCH TECTLRAL ST GNLFI CANCE  Describe inportant architectural features andevaluate internsof
other buildings within the corrniunity.

Set on a mgjor highway andi na comercial district, this early Federal farnhouse | s
wel | -preserved and cne of the best exanples of its type i nthecity. It hasa five-by-
four bay double profile, cornerboards, a | owhipped roof, and twolarge panel brick
chimeys, thelatter probably rebuilt. The wi ndows have sinple nolded surrounds and t he
entrance has pilasters, a narrowtransom and sidelights, and a door that nmay be original.
This house i svery simlar i nappearance t othe east facade of the Sanderson-Beni s House
at 380 Lexington Street. The unusual hipped dorner that faces both front and back at the
apex of theroof andthe entry porch with fluted Doric colums were both apparently added
in the nineteenth century. The porch roof was once surnounted by a balustrade and was
accessible through a door located where the center wi ndow on the second floor i s now
The bal astrade from the main roof has also been renoved. Vindows now contain |ate-19th
century 2/2 sash and a late 19th century porch i sattached t othe west elevation.

HSTAR CAL SIGNFH CANCE  Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state history and howt he
building relates t othe devel opment of the comunity.

This house was built about 1798 by Jacob Gale onland that had been associated with
the Gale fsimly since the seventeenth century and that had been left t oJacob aftert he
death of hisfather, Sanuel, 1 n1793. | n1855the Gale homestead was purchased by
Mat hani el P. Banks.

Nat hani el Prentice Banks was born i n18/6 i na tenement block on River Street i nwhat
was |ater the Bleachery district. Hi sfather was a carpenter for the Boston Manufacturing
Conpany and f or a short time Nathaniel worked i nthemills as a bobbin boy. Ke attended

Lewis Smith's school andread widely onhisown at the Runford Institute. 1 n1839 he
edited the M ddl esex Reporter, a weekly, but it noved t oLowell, M\ and Banks begant o
"study | aw.
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HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE (cont ' d) ?

In 1849 Banks opened his om law office and the sane year, after four unsuccessful
attenpts, was elected Representative to the General Court as a Denocrat. H apparently
was instrumental in the negotiations that enabled VWl thamto buy the South Side from
Newton; he was reelectedto three nore terns. In 1853 he was chosen as president of the
state constitutional convention and was also elected to the United States Congress as a
Coalition Denocrat. H was reelectedin 1855 as a nenber of the Anerican (Know Not hing)
Party and, after a long battle, was chosen Speaker of the House. H was elected to a
third termin 1857 as a Republican but resigned that year to becone Governor of
Massachusetts. H was elected to tw nore (one year) terns as Governor and in 1860 becane
president of the Illinois Central Railroad. H resigned in 1861 in order to accept an
appointnent as a General inthe Uhion Any. H participated in several unsuccesful
canpai gns i ncl udi ng Shenandoah, Cedar Mbountain, and Red River. To his credit, however.
Banks was known as a fine horsenman and an immacul ate dresser whose yel | ow gl oves set of f
the deep blue of his uniform

In 1948 the American Historical Association sponsored a biography of Banks by Fred
Harvey Harrington entitled Fighting Politician — Mlor CGeneral N P Banks. [t was
undertaken as a study of one of the Union's political generals wo had no mlitary
background and had not attended Wést Point. Banks frequent change of political party
al so, as Harrington observed. Illumnatedthe role of a "practical politician" ina tine
of great sectional conflict.

After the war. Banks returned to Vllthamand was el ected to Congress from 1865 to
1877, was appointed US Marshall for Massachusetts from 1877 to 1888, and was again a
Gongressnman from 1888 to 1891.

In 1847 Banks had narried Mry T. Palner, wo had also worked inthe mlls. A first
they lived with her parents, apparently in the house now at 35-37 Centred Street (see
form, and then with his on Man Street. In 1855 Banks purchased the Gale honestead of
about 20 acres and reportedly ran a well-equipped farmwith cattle, horses, pigs,
orchards, corn fields, a grape arbor, poultry yards, and other features. Vien the Prince
of Vel es visited Massachusetts in 181 during Bank's last termas Governor, Ms. Banks, as
First Lady, danced the first dance with the royal guest, an event that reportedly caused
Boston society nmatrons to conplain about the "audacity of that factory girl!"

After Banks' death in 1894, the honestead property was subdibvided into houselots;
the house was sold In 1905 to Frans 0. Strom a carpenter vho |ived nearby on Prospect
Hill Avenue. The Strons apparently rented this hcuse; in 1923 it was occupied by Peter
G lson, an advertisingsolicitor for the Boston d obe.

Staple to Inventory “nrm at bott .,

—



UN TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL  PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER GF H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION NOM NATI ON
PRCPERTY Gal e—Banks House

NAME

MLTI PLE Wil tham MRA

NAME

STATE & GAONTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED. 8/ 21/ 89 DATE G- PEND NG LI ST:

DATE G- 16TH DAY: DATE G- 45TH DAY 10/ 05/ 89

DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NLMBER 89001545
NM NATAR  STATE

REASCNS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
OHER N PDIL: N PER D N PROGRAMUWNAPPROED N
REQEST: N SAWLE: N SLR DRAFT: Y NATI ONAL: N
GOMMENT WAl VER N ,

NAQCEPT [ / RETURN AREJECT  'INA<M-A<M DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY CGOMMENTS,

PilsuTUJU /«;«5ier<M ~caruJunr (tyuuu(A) /h™ Jij.ch-"MAch

wUMAKAd <JLA-hA"CANEM4AIN
RECOM./CRITERIA  [27J<4\M>A
REVIEWER <--"Wal! &iC----- AAL
DI SCI PLI NE
DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments ~fl”"see attached SLR



CLASSI FI CATI ON

count resource type

STATH FEDERAL AAENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

FUNCTI ON
historic current
DESCR PTI ON
architectural classification
materials

descriptive text

SI GNI FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—Check andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph
conpl et eness
clarity . .
applicable criteria
A ANjustification of areas checked
relating significance totheresource
cont ext
relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI QGRAPHY
CGEQRAPH CAL DATA
acreage Mverbal boundary description
U\ boundary justification
ACCOMPANY! NG DOOUMENTATI AN PRESENTATI ON
sketch maps NED naps phot ographs presentation

OHER GOMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomnation nay bedirectedt o
Phone

Signedh MM AN A Date fjxt/n



HG 21 199

FCRM B - BUILDING
-4 o AG 2 ]J% AREA RV NO
MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL COMMISSON 126,
80 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON, MA 02116 WALTHAM, MA MRA

Tomn Valtham. MA
Address 935 Main Street

Historic Nare Gale-Eankff Hougg

Photo O-xS" OP 3"x5", black and

white) Indicate address of Uses Present Professional
property on back of photo.
Staple to left side of form. Original Residential
DESCRIPTION
Sate 122n

Source  Deeds
Style Federal

Architect unknovp-
Sketch Map: Draw mgp showing property's location

ta relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboard
feographical features. Indicate all buildings

between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings none

inter section(s). " i

Indicate north , *

Major Alterations (with dates) Balustrade

$£c aHod"d map and main roof
on porch roof and access door fron!

‘house, now removed
Condition Excellent

Moed no Date nic
Acreage O5'.V'~,000 sg. ft. 5n-1nM-11
Setting |In a commercial district and.

on a major commercial street

UM REFEBRENCE | g biM Af)0/""1-aS0 Recorded by Nancv S. Seasholes
8BS QACRANGEE Lp.YIMAThM Organization Valtham Historical Comm.
SCAE [:7-~.rm Date August 1986

revised C Jenkins 2/8S



The Gil e-Banks Hbuse i s a wel | -preserved exanpl e of anearly Federal farnhouse and
is one of the few houses of its type inthe city. It possesses integrityof |ocation,
de5|ﬂn, materials, worknanship, feeling andassociation, axd thus neets CriteriaC
of the National Register of H storic P aces.

ARCH TECTURAL SI OGN FI CANCE  Describe important architectural features andevaluate in terns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Set on amjor highway andin a comercial district, this early Federal farnmhousel s
wel | -preserved and cne of the best exanples of i t stype in the city. 1t hasa five-by-
four bay double profile, cornerboards, a | owhipped roof, and twolarge panel brick
chimeys, the latter probably rebuilt. The windows have sinple nmolded surrounds and t he
entrance has pilasters, a narrow transom and sidelights, and a door that may be original.
This house i s very simlar in appearance t othe east facade of the Sanderson-Bem s House
at 380 Lexington Street. The unusual hipped dormer that faces both front and back at the
apex of the roof andthe entry porch with fluted Doric colums were both apparently added
in the nineteenth century. The porch roof was once surnounted by a bal ustrade and was
accessible through a door |ocated where the center wi ndow on the second floor i s now
The balastrade from the main roof has also been renmoved. Vindows now contain |ate-19th
century 2/2 sash and a late 19th century porch is attached t othe vest elevation.

HSTCR CAL SIGN FI CANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state h-!story and howthe
building relates t othe devel opment of the community.

This house was built about 1798 by Jacob Gale on |and that had been associated vith
the Gale famly since the seventeenth century and that had been left t oJacob afterthe

death of his father, Sanuel, i n1793. I n1855the Gale homestead was purchased by
Kat hani el P. Banks.

Nat hani el Prentice Banks was born in 1816 in a tenement block on River Street in what
was |ater the Bleachery district. Hi sfather was a carpenter for the Boston Manufacturing
Gonpany and for a short time Nathaniel worked i n the mlls as a bobbin bey. Ke attended
Lewis Smith's school andread widely onhis ow at the Runford Institute. 1 nl1839 he

Medited the M ddlesex Reporter, a weekly, but i tnoved tclLowell, My and Banks begant o
‘study law.
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H STCR CAL S GN H CANCE (cont' d)

In 1849 Banks opened his own law office and the sane year, after four unsuccessful
attenpts, was elected Representative to the General Court as a Denocrat. H apparently
was instrumental in the negotiationsthat enabled V@l thamto buy the South Side from
Newt on; he was reelected to three more terms. In 1853 he was chosen as president of the
state constitutional convention and was also elected to the United States Congress as a
Coalition Denocrat. H was reelected in 185 as a nenber of the American (Know Nothing)
Party and, after a long battle, was chosen Speaker of the House. H was elected to a
third termin 1857 as a Republican but resigned that year to becone CGovernor of
Massachusetts. H was elected to two nore (one year) terns as Covernor and in i860 becane
president of the Illinois Central Railroad. H resigned in 181 in order to accept an
appoi ntment as a General In the Union Arny. H participated in several unsuccesful
canpai gns including Shenandoah, Cedar Mountain, and Rd River. To his credit, however, *
Banks was known as a fine horseman and an immacul ate dresser whose yellow gloves set off ,
the deep blue of his uniform

In 1948 the American Historical Association sponsored a biography of Banks by Fred
Harvey Harrington entitled FightingPolitician — Mior General N P Banks. |t was
undertaken as a study of one of the Union's political generals wo had no mlitary
background and had not attended Vést Point. Banks frequent change of political party
al so, as Harrington observed, illumnated the role of a "practical politician" ina time
of great sectional conflict.

After the war. Banks returned to Walthamand was elected to Congress from 1865 to
1877 was appointed US Marshall for Massachusetts from 1877 to 1888, and was again a
Congressnan from 1888 to 1891

In 1847 Banks had married Mary T. Palner, wo had also worked inthe mlls. A first
they lived with her parents, apparently in the house now at 35-37 Central Street (see
form, and then with his on Main Street. |In 185 Banks purchased the Gal e honestead of
about 20 acres and reportedly ran a well-equipped farmwith cattle, horses, pigs,
orchards, corn fields, a grape arbor, poultry yards, and other features. ViWen the Prince
of WAles visited Massachusetts in 1861 during Bank's last term as Covernor, Ms. Banks, as
First Lady, danced the first dance with the royal guest, an event that reportedly caused
Boston society matrons to conplain about the "audacity of that factory girl!"

After Banks' death in 1894, the honestead property was subdibvided into houselots;
the house was sold in 1905 to Frans 0. Strom a carpenter wo |ived nearby on Prospect
Hill Avenue. The Strons apparently rented this house; in 1923 it was occupied by Peter
G Ison, an advertisingsolicitor for the Boston Q obe.

Staple to Inventory “nrm at bott g,
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1970 Atlas, City of \Wltham Vél tham Massachusetts NR
Conpi | ed by the Wl t ham 935 Main Street

Engi neering Division Gale- ' |, Banks House
Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet 19-D 2
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