A2

FORVIB - BU LD NG

MSSACH EETTS H STCR CAL GOMM SSI ON
80 BWI..« TN STREET

Sketch Map: Draw map showing
property's location in relation
nearest cross streets and/or
geographical features. Indicate

all buildines between inventoried

to

UTM REFERENCE |g/*N4IO fALAN S
USGS QUADRANGLE

SCALE | ' -26,0n0O

MATICI?

AREA FORVINO
11569 119
WALTHAM, MA MRA
Waltham
SS Sn Wpgtnn StrPPt

ric Nanme Nat han Warren House

Present private residence
Original private residence
CPTI ON

1889 - 1890

» deed research
Queen Anne

tect unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards

Outbuildings well preserved late
19th century-stable/carriage house-C

Alterations (with dates) none

tion good - excellent

Date n/a

no

ge ALfI5-| sgft. O enA SfAA-ZP-|

ng Seét back from both Weston and

n Sts. on large, tree-shaded

Ample lawns on north and south

Recorded by Edward W Gordon

Org' ani zation Wal tham Historical Conm



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

# 50 Wedton Street is a large, well-designed Queen Anne house built ca.
1889-1890. It retains its original form, materials*large lot and carriage house. For
mawy years it was the home of Nathan A. Warren, one of Waltham's most prominent
late 19th/early 20th century citizens - he was a politician, historian,
outdoorsman, and mamber of numerous social/ civic organizations. This house meets
criteria A, Band C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.

# 50 Wedon Street ranks among the finest examples of the Queen Anne style
in Waltham. Built ¢.1889-1890, this house's clapboard-clad form is of special
interest - essentially rectangular in plan, its Weston Street facade (main
facade), features a combination verandah/portecochere, whose ceiling possesses
handsome tongue-and-groove woodwork. |ts verandah exhibits Tuscan columns,
while its port cochere possesses square posts. Particularly noteworthy are the
colorful dalLred glass transoms above windows on the second floor of the main
facade. The rear wall is distinguished by its varied, projecting facade elements
including conically-capped, circular corner-tower, and square, projecting 2-story
bay. In general, this house's bay, dormers and end-walls are surmounted by
fully enframed, steeply pitched gables with deep eaves, which gives the house a
vaguely medieval appearance. , .
(.cont)
H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE Explain therole owners played i nlocal or state
history and howthe building relates t ot hedevel opment of the comunity.

For nany years #50 Wston Street was t he hone of Nathan A Warren. During
the late 19th/early 20th century, he was "probably the nost w dely known citizen
in theentire city." Prior tothis house's ca.l890"s construction, this |ot was
part of theextensive land hol dings of Nehemah Warren - the 1874 nap indicates
that Nehemah Wrren owned nuch of the land bordering South Street between
Charles Street and Weston Street. For nany years, a T-shaped house with
sem-circular driveway was | ocated just to the east of the property and bel onged
to George Warren. M ddl esex deeds suggest that #50 Wston Street was built
ca.|8S9-1S90 - the house's distinctive formvery clearly appears onthe 1898
Bird s-eye-view of WAltham Late 19th/early 20th century naps and atlases
indicate that a stream crossed the western portion of #50's property near t he
intersection of Wston and Vernon Streets. Gn June 3, 1889, Nathan VrrenJr .
purchased this lot from George W Warren (see M ddl esex Deed 1912:113). Nathan
A Varren paid George W Warren $2,818.00 for the large rectangular |ot- the
deed does not nention "thebuildings theron".

Nat han A Warren (1838-1926) was descended on both sides of hisfamly from
early NewEngl and settlers. His father, Nehemah Warren, was borni n

(cont)
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Kurd, D.H , Hstoryof Mddlesex County., 1890

Castner, Elizabeth, "History of VMl tham Public Library", V@l tham Public Library
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VWALTII AV yA  YRA
Nat han A Warren House #119
50 Weston Street

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE. 50 Weston Street continued

The house i s enclosed by a roof which conmbines hip and gable configurations.
the eastern portion of the property is a well-preserved, hip-roofed,

cupol a-topped stable. In general this house exhibits wi ndows with decidedly
Queen Anne 6/1 and 81 wood sash configurations.

H STCR CAL SI GNFI CANCE, continued

the old Warren homestead (off Main St. above Bear Hill). In 1830, Nehem ah
bought a large farm on Wston Street, formerly the property of Al pheus Gale, a
brother of Jacob Gale (see Nathaniel P Banks Form.

Nathan A V/arren was born in Waltham in 1838. H graduated from Valtham
Hi gh School in 1855. During the Civil Vr he fought with the 45th Massachusetts
Volunteers. After the Civil VWr he returned to v.althamand entered the shipping
business, providing him with the opportunity to travel to Africa, the Cape Verde
Islands, and ether points. H becane a well kncv;n outdoorsman, crossing the
plains of tna great northwest as a nenber of the Yellowstone Expedition of 1873
(tnis expedition was acconpanied hy General Custer's Regiment)." Later he becam
active m state ana local politics, serving as a menber of the state Reoublican

NSSi-13S3. H represented VAlthamin the state legislature from

iddU-ibb/. ne was also involved in the insurance business. In 1893 he was
chosen president of the Boston Fire Under®-riters Association. Nathan A Wrren
vas also an inportant late i9th century local historian. H ..-rote a
wel | -detailed history of ifaltham for D Ham |ton Hurd's 3-volume History of
M ddl esex County (published in 1890). H was cne cf the three who trepared the
historical address for Walthamis sesquicentennial celebrationin |ISSS "and was
one of the orators at the menorial services, held in Waltham for “residen-
[villiam M?vinley (1901). In addition, he was a nenber of Walthans Fa--er's
WD, and was a guiding force in the devel opment of the Wltham Public Libra-v
H died m his hone, at 50 Weston Street, in 1926.
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

#0 Wedan Street is a large, wel-desgned Quemn Anne house built ca. 1839-1890.
It retains its original form, materials, large lot axd carriage houselt is one of the

best examples of its kind in Hatham. This house medts Criteria C of the National Register
of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.

# 50 Weston Street ranks among the finest examples of the Queen Anne style
in Waltham. Built ¢.1889-1890, this house's clapboard-clad form is of special
interest - essentially rectangular in plan, its Weston Street facade (main
facade), features a combination verandah/portecochere, whose ceiling possesses
handsome tongue-and-groove woodwork. Its verandah exhibits Tuscan columns,
while its port cochere possesses square posts. Particularly noteworthy are the
colorful stared glass transoms above windows on the second floor of the main
facade. The rear wall is distinguished by its varied, projecting facade elements
including conically-capped, circular corner-tower, and square, projecting 2-story
bay. In general, this house's bay, dormers and end-walls are surmounted by
fully enframed, steeply pitched gables with deep eaves, which gives the house a
vaguely medieval appearance. (cont)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.

For may years #50 Weston Street was the home of Nathan A. Warren. During
the late 19th/early 20th century, he was "probably the most widely known citizen
in the entire city." Prior to this house's ca.1890's construction, this lot was
part of the extensive land holdings of Nehemiah Warren - the 1874 mg indicates
that Nehemiah Warren owned much of the land bordering South Street between
Charles Street and Weston Street. For may years, a T-shaped house with
semi-circular driveway was located just to the east of the property and belonged
to George Warren. Middlesex deeds suggest that #50 Weston Street was built
€ca.1889-1890 - the house's distinctive form very clearly appears on the 1898
Bird's-eye-view of Waltham. Late 19th/early 20th century mgps and atlases
indicate that a stream crossed the western portion of #50's property near the
intersection of Weston and Vernon Streets. On June 3, 1889, Nathan Warren Jr.
purchased this lot from George W. Warren (see Middlesex Deed 1912:113). Nathan
A. Warren paid George W. Warren $2,818.00 for the large rectangular lot- the
deed does not mention "the buildings theron".

Nathan A. Warren (1838-1926) was descended on both sides of his family from
early Nawv England settlers. His father, Nehemiah Warren, was born in

(cont) ..
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Nathan A Warren House ?/i9
50 VJeston Street

ARCH TECTURAL SI GNi nCANCE, 50 Weston Street contin-jcd

The house i s enclosed by a roof which conmbines hip aiid gable configurations.
the eastern portion of the property is a well-preserved, hip-roofed,

cupol a-topped stable. In general this house exhibits w ndows with decidedly
Queen Anne 6/1 and 8/1 wood sash configurations.

H STCR CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, continued

the old 'Vérren honestead (off Main St. above Bear Hill). [In 1830, Nehem ah
bought a large farm on Weston Street, formerly the property of Al pheus Gale, a
brother of Jacob Gale (see Nathaniel P Banks Form.

Nathan A V.'arren was born in Waltham i n 1838 H graduated from V."atham
Hi gh School in 1855. During the Civil V'a he fouoht with the 45t.h Massachusetts
Vol unteers. After the Civil Vér he returned to 'walthamand entered the shipping
business, providing him with the opportunity to travel to Africa, the Cape Verde
sl ands, and ether points. H becane a well lcncv;n out doorsman, crossing the
plains of the great northwest as s menber of the Yellowstone Expedition of 1873
(this expedition was acconpanied by General Custer's Regiment). Later he became
active in state and local politics, serving as a menber of the state Republican
convention from 1881-1383. H represented Walthamin the state legislature from
1880-18S7. H vas also involved ir; the insurance business. In 1893, he vas
chosen president of the Boston Fire UndervTiters Association. Nathan A V.'arren
vas also an inmportant |ate 19th century local historian. H wote a
wel | -detailed history of i/althara for D Ham lton Hurd's 3-volune History of
M ddl esex County (published in 1890). H was one cf the three who prepared the
historical address for Waltham s sesquicentennial celebrationin ISSS, and was
one of the orators at the menorial services, held in Waltham for President
Wlliam NcKinley (1901). In addition, he was a menber of |"althains Far.Tier's
Club, and was a guiding force in the devel opnent of the VJaltham Public Library.
Ke died in his home, at 50 Weston Street, in 1926.
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