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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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WALTHAM, MA 

Waltham 

MRA 

SS Sn W p q t n n S t r P P t 

ric Name Nathan Warren House 

Present private residence 

Original private residence 

CPTION 

1889 - 1890 

» deed research 

Queen Anne 

tec t unknown 

E x t e r i o r W a l l F a b r i c c l a p b o a r d s 

O u t b u i l d i n g s w e l l p re se rved l a t e 
19 th c e n t u r y - s t a b l e / c a r r i a g e house-C 

A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h d a t e s ) none 

t i o n good - e x c e l l e n t 

no Date n/a 

ge 4Lfl5-| sq.ft. 0 •'^^ ^ Sf^^-ZP-l 

ng se t back f r o m bo th Weston and 

n S t s . on l a r g e , tree-shaded  

Ample lawns on north and south 

UTM REFERENCE |q|^N4lO f^L^^S^^f) 

USGS QUADRANGLE M A T I C I ^ 

SCALE l'-26,0nO 

Recorded by Edward W. Gordon 

Org'anization Waltham Hi s t o r i c a l Comm. • Date June . 1986 ; : revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

# 50 Weston Street i s a large , well-designed Queen Anne house b u i l t ca. 
1889-1890. I t re ta ins i t s o r i g i n a l form, materials^large l o t and carriage house. For 
many years i t was the home of Nathan A. Warren, one of Waltham's most prominent 
la te 19th/early 20th century c i t izens - he was a p o l i t i c i a n , h i s t o r i an , 
outdoorsman, and member of numerous soc i a l / c i v i c organizations. This house meets 
c r i t e r i a A, B and C of the National Register of His to r ic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Desc r ibe i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
e v a l u a t e i n terms o f o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the communi ty . 

# 50 Weston Street ranks among the f i n e s t examples of the Queen Anne s ty le 
i n Waltham. B u i l t c.1889-1890, t h i s house's clapboard-clad form i s of special 
in te res t - essent ia l ly rectangular i n plan, i t s Weston Street facade (main 
facade), features a combination verandah/portecochere, whose c e i l i n g possesses 
handsome tongue-and-groove woodwork. I t s verandah exhib i t s Tuscan columns, 
while i t s port cochere possesses square posts. Pa r t i cu l a r l y noteworthy are the 
c o l o r f u l staLred glass transoms above windows on the second f l o o r of the main 
facade. The rear wa l l i s distinguished by i t s var ied, p ro jec t ing facade elements 
including conically-capped, c i r cu l a r corner-tower, and square, pro jec t ing 2-story 
bay. I n general, t h i s house's bay, dormers and end-walls are surmounted by 
f u l l y enframed, steeply pitched gables wi th deep eaves, which gives the house a 
vaguely medieval appearance. , . 

(.cont) 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the r o l e owners played i n l o c a l or state 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s to the development of the community. 

For many years #50 Weston Street was the home of Nathan A. Warren. During 
the late 19th/early 20th century, he was "probably the most widely known citizen 
in the entire c i t y . " Prior to this house's ca.l890's construction, this lot was 
part of the extensive land holdings of Nehemiah Warren - the 1874 map indicates 
that Nehemiah Warren owned much of the land bordering South Street between 
Charles Street and Weston Street. For many years, a T-shaped house with 
semi-circular driveway was located just to the east of the property and belonged 
to George Warren. Middlesex deeds suggest that #50 Weston Street was built 
ca.l8S9-lS90 - the house's distinctive form very clearly appears on the 1898 
Bird's-eye-view of Waltham. Late 19th/early 20th century maps and atlases 
indicate that a stream crossed the western portion of #50's property near the 
intersection of Weston and Vernon Streets. On June 3, 1889, Nathan Warren Jr. 
purchased this l o t from George W. Warren (see Middlesex Deed 1912:113). Nathan 
A. Warren paid George W. Warren $2,818.00 for the large rectangular l o t - the 
deed does not mention "the buildings theron". 

Nathan A. Warren (1838-1926) was descended on both sides of his family from 
early New England settlers. His father, Nehemiah Warren, was born in 

(cont) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Maps/Atlases- 1854, 1874, 1886, 1898 (Bird's-eye-view) 
Waltham/Watertown Directories - 1880's, 1890's . 
Biographical Scrapbook- collection of Waltham Public Library 
Kurd, D.H.,History of Middlesex County., 1890 
Castner, Elizabeth, "History of Waltham Public Library", Waltham Public Library 
Archives 



WALTIiAM, y,A YiRA 
Nathan A. Warren House #119 
50 Weston Street 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. 50 Weston Street continued 

The house i s enclosed by a roof which combines hip and gable configurations. On  
the eastern portion of the property i s a well-preserved, hip-roofed,  
cupola-topped stable. In general t h i s house exhibits windows with decidedly  
Queen Anne 6/1 and 8/1 wood sash configurations.  
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, continued 

the old Warren homestead ( o f f Main St. above Bear H i l l ) . In 1830, Nehemiah 
bought a large farm on Weston Street, formerly the property of Alpheus Gale, a 
brother of Jacob Gale (see Nathaniel P. Banks Form). 

Nathan A. V/arren was born i n Waltham i n 1838. He graduated from V/altham 
High School in 1855. During the C i v i l War he fought with the 45th Massachusetts 
Volunteers. After the C i v i l War he returned to v.altham and entered the shipping 
business, providing him with the opportunity to travel to Africa, the Cape Verde 
Islands, and ether points. He became a well kncv;n outdoorsman, crossing the 
plains of tna great northwest as a member of the Yellowstone Expedition of 1873 
( t n i s expedition was accompanied by General Custer's Regiment)." Later he becam-
active m state ana l o c a l p o l i t i c s , serving as a member of the state Reoublican 

^SSi-13S3. He represented Waltham i n the state legislature from 
iddU-ibb/. ne was also involved i n the insurance business. In 1893 he was 
chosen president of the Boston Fire Under^-riters Association. Nathan A. Warren 
vas also an important l a t e i 9 t h century local h i s t o r i a n . He ..-rote a 
well-detailed history of i/altham for D. Hamilton Hurd's 3-volume History of 
Middlesex County (published i n 1890). He was cne cf the three who trepared the 
h i s t o r i c a l address fo r Waltham's sesquicentennial celebration i n lSSS,"and was 
one of the orators at the memorial services, held i n Waltham, for ^residen-
Ivilliam Mc?vinley (1901). In addition, he was a member of Walthams Fa--er's 
CxUD, and was a guiding force i n the development of the Waltham Public Libra-v 
He died m his home, at 50 Weston Street, i n 1926. 
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WALTHAM, MA MRA 

Address 50 Weston ?^trppf 

H i s t o r i c Name Nathan Warren House 

Photo (3"x 3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing 
property's l o c a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n to 
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'•Indicate north se t Zlfh^cked sKee't 

Use Present private residence 

Original private residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c. 1889 - 1890 

Source deed research 

Sty l e Queen Anne 

A r c h i t e c t unknown 

E x t e r i o r Wall Fabric clapboards 

Outbuildings w e l l preserved l a t e 
19th century-stable/carriage house-C 

Major A l t e r a t i o n s ( w i t h dates) none 

Condition good - ex c e l l e n t 

UTM REFERENCE Rj^l^^lO i^L^'^Sm 

USGS QUADRANGLE \\\prr\C\d-

SCALE 1'-25,0̂ :0 

Moved no Dati n/a 

Acreage ^/-jfiS"! so.ft. 0-°'̂ ^ .^P)-2D-^ 

Setting set back from both Weston and 

Vernon Sts. on l a r g e , tree-shaded 

l o t . Ample lawns on north and south 

sides . 

Recorded by Edward \-S. Gordon ^ 

O r g ' a n i z a t i o n Waltham H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date June. 1986 •_ 

revised by C. Jenkins 3/88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f a p p l i c a b l e ) 

#50 Weston Street is a large, well-designed Queen Anne house built ca. 1889-1890. 
It retains its original form, materials, large lot and carriage house.It is one of the 
best examples of its kind in Haltham. This house meets Criteria C of the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Desc r ibe i m p o r t a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
e v a l u a t e i n terms o f o t h e r b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n the communi ty . 

# 50 Weston Street ranks among the f i n e s t examples of the Queen Anne s tyle 
i n Waltham. B u i l t c.1889-1890, t h i s house's clapboard-clad form i s of special 
in teres t - essent ia l ly rectangular i n plan, i t s Weston Street facade (main 
facade), features a combination verandah/portecochere, whose c e i l i n g possesses 
handsome tongue-and-groove woodwork. I t s verandah exhib i t s Tuscan columns, 
while i t s port cochere possesses square posts. P a r t i c u l a r l y noteworthy are the 
c o l o r f u l stared glass transoms above windows on the second f l o o r of the main 
facade. The rear w a l l i s distinguished by i t s var ied, project ing facade elements 
including conically-capped, c i r cu la r corner-tower, and square, project ing 2-story 
bay. I n general, t h i s house's bay, dormers and end-walls are surmounted by 
f u l l y enframed, steeply pitched gables wi th deep eaves, which gives the house a 
vaguely medieval appearance. (cont) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE E x p l a i n the r o l e owners p l a y e d i n l o c a l or s t a t e 
h i s t o r y and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development o f the communi ty . 

For many years #50 Weston Street was the home of Nathan A. Warren. During 
the la te 19th/early 20th century, he was "probably the most widely known c i t i z e n 
i n the ent i re c i t y . " Pr ior to t h i s house's ca.1890's construct ion, t h i s l o t was 
part of the extensive land holdings of Nehemiah Warren - the 1874 map indicates 
that Nehemiah Warren owned much of the land bordering South Street between 
Charles Street and Weston Street . For many years, a T-shaped house wi th 
semi-circular driveway was located j u s t to the east of the property and belonged 
to George Warren. Middlesex deeds suggest that #50 Weston Street was b u i l t 
ca.1889-1890 - the house's d i s t i n c t i v e form very c l ea r ly appears on the 1898 
Bird's-eye-view of Waltham. Late 19th/early 20th century maps and atlases 
indicate that a stream crossed the western por t ion of #50's property near the 
intersect ion of Weston and Vernon Streets. On June 3, 1889, Nathan Warren J r . 
purchased t h i s l o t from George W. Warren (see Middlesex Deed 1912:113). Nathan 
A. Warren paid George W. Warren $2,818.00 f o r the large rectangular l o t - the 
deed does not mention "the buildings theron". 

Nathan A. Warren (1838-1926) was descended on both sides of his family from 
early New England s e t t l e r s . His fa the r , Nehemiah Warren, was born i n 

(cont) . • 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Maps/Atlases- 1854, 1874, 1886, 1898 (Bird's-eye-view) 
i Waltham/Watertown Directories - 1880's, 1890's 
I Biographical Scrapbook- collection of Waltham Public Ubrary 8/85 

Burd, D.H..History of Middlesex County., 1890 
Castner, Elizabeth, "History of Waltham Public Library", Waltham Public Library 



Nathan A, Warren House ?l i 9 
50 VJeston Street 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNinCANCE, 50 Weston Street contin-jcd 

The house i s enclosed by a roof which combines hip aiid gable configurations. On  
the eastern portion of the property i s a well-preserved, hip-roofed,  
cupola-topped stable. In general t h i s house exhibits windows with decidedly  
Queen Anne 6/1 and 8/1 wood sash configurations.  
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE, continued 

the old 'Warren homestead ( o f f Main St. above Bear H i l l ) . In 1830, Nehemiah 
bought a large farm on Weston Street, formerly the property of Alpheus Gale, a 
brother of Jacob Gale (see Nathaniel P. Banks Form). 

Nathan A. V.'arren was born i n Waltham i n 1838. He graduated from V.'altham 
High School i n 1855. During the C i v i l V.'ar he fouoht with the 45t.h Massachusetts 
Volunteers. After the C i v i l War he returned to 'waltham and entered the shipping 
business, providing him with the opportunity to tr a v e l to Africa, the Cape Verde 
Islands, and ether points. He became a well lcncv;n outdoorsman, crossing the 
plains of the great northwest as s member of the Yellowstone Expedition of 1873 
( t h i s expedition was accompanied by General Custer's Regiment). Later he became 
active i n state and l o c a l p o l i t i c s , serving as a member of the state Republican 
convention from 1881-1383. He represented Waltham i n the state l e g i s l a t u r e from 
1880-18S7. He vas also involved ir; the insurance business. In 1893, he vas 
chosen president of the Boston Fire UndervTiters Association. Nathan A. V.'arren 
vas also an important l a t e 19th century l o c a l h i s t o r i a n . He wrote a 
well-detailed history of i/althara for D. Hamilton Hurd's 3-volume History of 
Middlesex County (published i n 1890). He was one cf the three who prepared the 
h i s t o r i c a l address f o r Waltham's sesquicentennial celebration i n ISSS, and was 
one of the orators at the memorial services, held i n Waltham, for President 
William NcKinley (1901). In addition, he was a member of I'althains Far.Tier's 
Club, and was a guiding force i n the development of the VJaltham Public Library. 
Ke died i n his home, at 50 Weston Street, i n 1926. 
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