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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mariposa Grove Museum is a one-story log structure measuring 20' x 45'
and is divided into two rooms. It has a low pitched gable roof covered
with wood shingles and lapped with a 24" exposure. The cabin is built of
peeled sugar pine logs laid in alternating tiers and interlocked at the
corners, and at the point where the partition wall intersects with the
exterior walls, with a "V" notch joint. The horizontal spaces between
the logs are chinked with tight fitting split log wedges. A plank deck,
45" x 12', extends along the southwest side of the building. An exterior
chimney is located on the southeast end of the cabin; it is made of granite
in a coursed rubble pattern. The southwest side of the cabin has three
windows, the northeast side has two, they are double hung, 6 x 6. There
are three doors on the building, two on the southwest, one on the north-
east, these are made of vertical boards, decorated with large false strap
hinges of unpainted iron.

The interior is dominated by the fireplace of rough dressed granite in the
form of a segmented arch. It has doweled, random width oak flooring. The
primary decorative element of the design of the cabin is the hand crafted
furniture. There are massive sequoia wood tables and benches, hand-planed

and polished, with carved Indian motifs which are stylized and two-dimensional.

The carving is a very simple expression of the Art Deco style.



Kl SIGNIFICANCE o o

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —.COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION

__1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC . CONSERVATION _LAW o __SCIENCE

__1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS —_LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION - __MILITARY X_SOCIAL/HUMANITAR!AN
—1700-1799 —ART - __ENGINEERING —_MusIC __THEATER
X 1800-1899 __COMMERCE XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
X 1900- ~—_COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFWY

_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES ' 1864, 1881, 1930 BUILDER/ARCHITECT  National Park Service (1930)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mariposa Grove Museum is of regional significance in the areas of exploration/
settlement and social/humanitarian. Although less than 50 years old, the museum
maintains the historic integrity of a "shelter in the grove" extant since the
earliest designation of the area as a public park. The log cabin building in The
Mariposa Grove of Big Trees was built in 1930 yet had its genesis almost as long
ago as when Galen Clark first sighted the giant sequoias in 1857. In succession,
three cabins were erected on approximately the same site, and the present one is
the third materialization of Clark's idea of a "guardians hospice" in the upper
grove. The museum possesses architectural significance at the local level. The
present museum building continues the tradition established by Clark and the State
of California. In a very limited sense, the building is a reconstruction, because
it is a replacement for an earlier building. While it is roughly the same size
and form as the preceeding building, there was no attempt to accurately duplicate
the structure. The museum possesses architectural integrity which satisfies the
criteria as an expression of the Rustic style, combined with several minor elements
of the Art Deco style. The building's importance lies in its simplicity of design
and materials and in the high degree of hand-craftsmanship exhibited in its con-
struction. Integral with the building in design and significance is the fine,
hand-crafted furniture.

Galen Clark built the first shelter--a rough one room cabin--in the Upper Grove in
May, 1864. He had recently been appointed the first guardian of the "Yosemite Valley
and Mariposa Big Tree Grant', and erected the cabin as an office/information center
to assist visitors. Dr. Henry Bellows attached the name "Galen's Hospice" to the
cabin in June, 1864, after his party gained shelter there from a storm. In 1881, the
State of California replaced the ramshackle, though well known hospice, with a new
one room cabin "for the comfort and convenience of the visitor." Another room was
added in 1902 to serve as the office for the current guardian. In the Yosemite
Superintendents Reports of the 1920's, the deteriorating condition of the State
building is noted, as well as its international fame achieved through photographs,
postcards, and remembrances of Yosemite tourists that recorded the impression made
by the small structure amidst the giant trees. By 1930, a decision was reached to
replace the unstable log cabin with a new structure to serve as the Mariposa Grove
Museum. The exhibits are devoted exclusively to the story of the Big Trees, hence
the cabin and its furnishings were designed to harmonize with the surrounding
sequoias. The massive furniture was hewed by hand from a Big Tree that had fallen

in the lower grove. '

Today the Grove Museum continues to function as an interpretive center as well as a
rest area for visitors arriving by tram or on foot.
'y
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