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X—ALTERED 
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—ORIGINAL SITE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Center Methodist Church i s a white clapboard 2 story structure whose b e l l tower 
design was based on the pattern established by the English baroque architect, Sir 
Christopher Wren. The church faces south on Commercial Street towards Provincetown 
Harbor and i s surrounded by small one and two story r e s i d e n t i a l and commercial 
buildings. I t i s situated on one of the highest points of land i n the town, and 
th i s topographical advantage, combined with the height of the tower, make the charch 
an important visual landmark from the harbor. 

A two story projecting p a v i l i o n , one bay deep and three bays wide, i s the focus of 
attention on the facade. The f i r s t f l o o r of the center pavilion i s of wood made 
to look l i k e smooth faced rusticated stone. The bays are art i c u l a t e d by round 
headed wall arches, with rusticated v o i ^ o i r s and keystones. A thick stringcourse 
marking the springing point of the arches runs across the sides and front of the 
f i r s t f l o o r . 

The second f l o o r of the pa v i l i o n , the building's p r i n c i p a l story, has a t a l l slender 
round headed wall arch flanked by ionic pilasters i n each elevation. A balustrade 
above the f u l l entablature and modillioned cornice completes the central pavilion. 

The main body of the church i s rectangular i n shape and also demonstrates the im­
portance of the second f l o o r as the main meeting room story. The windows on the 
side elevations were altered when the building was converted into a museum, but 
the hood moldings over the windows on the second story were retained. The st r i n g 
course between the f i r s t and second fl o o r s on the center pavil i o n , as well as the 
f u l l entablature and cornice extend from the pavilion onto the facade and continue 
around the building. 

The two stage tower rises from the center of the pediment and rests p a r t l y on the 
roof and pa r t l y on a massive f i v e sided base which i s enclosed by the balustrade 
on top of the central p a v i l i o n . The base and the tower, as well as the pediment 
and facade, are of flush boarding treated to represent stone. The f i r s t stage of 
the tower has eight sides: four broad elevations each containing a round headed 
wall arch with a molded surround and ar t i c u l a t e d keystone and flanked by pilasters 
whose capitals mark the springing point of the arches, and four narrow recessed 
elevations each with a t a l l slender segmental wall arch. The heavy cornice follows 
the planes of the eight elevations, creating a baroque broken cornice l i n e . 

The second stage of the tower i s also eight sided but does not have the recessed 
and projecting masses. A round headed arched opening with the same moldings, key­
stones and pila s t e r s found on the second stage w a l l arches pierces each of the eight 
sides. A balustrade c i r c l e s the base of the second stage between the arched openings, 
and a heavy cornice rests on top of the narrow entablature. A carved f i n i a l i n the 
center of the roof of the second stage takes the place of a steeple which was lost 
during a hurricane i n 1889. 

The i n t e r i o r of the building and the windows on the side elevations were altered when 
the church was converted into an a r t museum i n 1958. The meeting room on the second 
f l o o r was divided i n t o two fl o o r s and the stained glass windows were removed and re­
placed by plain 1/1 sash. The o r i g i n a l double staircases, curving up from either side 
of the main entrance, are s t i l l i n t a c t and the trompe I ' o e i l c e i l i n g paintings, 
although they are not easily v i s i b l e because of the al t e r a t i o n s , are extant. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Center Methodist Church, a s i g n i f i c a n t a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmark i n Provincetown, 
i s important for i t s h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l contributions to the development of 
the community. . ......... 

The church was b u i l t i n 1861, the fourth structure to be constructed by the 
Methodists i n Provincetown, who used i t for re l i g i o u s purposes u n t i l 1961 when 
the building was sold to Walter P. Chrysler to house an a r t c o l l e c t i o n . The 
Methodist congregation included many members of Provincetown's a r t i s t i c community, 
and as the second oldest church extant i n the v i l l a g e , was important i n developing 
the community's image. 

The Center Methodist Church, clear l y v i s i b l e from Provincetown Harbor, was also 
an important visual landmark from the sea. I t was portrayed iiyifinumerable paintings, 
sketches, and etchings as a dominant part of the skyline of Provincetown, and 
the church tower was the f i r s t building that was v i s i b l e to fishermen returning 
from sea. ; ... ... . 

The building i s an outstanding a r c h i t e c t u r a l landmark i n a community which i s 
largely composed of small scale, unostentatious structures. The d e t a i l i n g on the 
facade and the magnificent tower (even without i t s steeple) are a d e f i n i t e 
statement of community pride. The ar c h i t e c t u r a l significance of t h i s building 
with i t s massive scale and elaborate Wren-baroque ornamentation and the building's 
importance to the community cannot be underestimated. 

Future plans for the structure are uncertain. After the Walter Chrysler Museum 
was closed i n 1974 the building was converted into a Center for the Arts to 
house various functions related to the a r t s , but funding ran out and plans are 
now awaiting further f i n a n c i a l developments. 
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Methodist Church 

entered in 

National Register 
PROVINCETOWN — Center ^ethodist Church, 356 

Commercial St., has been accepted for inclusion in the 
National Register of Historic Places, State Secretary Paul 
Guzzi, Chairman of the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, has been informed by Gary Everhardt, 
Director of the National Park Service in the United States 
Department of the Interior. 

The Center church is a significant architectural 
landmark in Provincetown and is important for its 
historical and cultural contributions to the development of 
the community. Built in 1861, the fourth structure to be 
constructed by the Methodists in Provincetown, it was used 
for religious purptoses until 1961 when the building was sold 
to Walter P. Chrysler of automotive fame to house an art 
collection. The Museum was closed in 1974 and the former 
church was converted into a Center for the Arts to house 
various functions related to the arts but funding ran out 
and the property is now in the hands of the First National 
Bank of Cape Cod. 

The Methodist congregation included many members of 
Provincetown's artistic community and, as the second 
oldest church extant in the village, it was important in 
developing the community's image. Clearly visible from 
Provincetown Harbor, the Center Methodist Church was 
also an important visual landmark from the sea. It was 
protrayed in innumerable paintings, sketches and etchings 
as a dominant part of the skyline of Provincetown, and the 
church tower was the first building that. was visible to 
fishermen returning from the sea. 

/ 
/ 
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