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The Center Methodist Church i sa white clapboard 2 story structure whose bell tower
desi gn was based on t hepattern established by t heEnglish baroque architect, Sir
Christopher Wen. The church faces south on Commercial Street towards Provincetown
Harbor and i s surrounded by small one and two story residential and conmmerci al
buildings. | ti ssituated on one of t hehighest points of land i nt hetown, and
this topographical advantage, combined with theheight of thetower, nake t he charch
an i mportant visual landmark fromt he harbor.

A twostory projecting pavilion, one bay deep andthree bays wide, i sthefocus of
attention onthefacade. The first floor of thecenter pavilion i sof wood nade
to look like snooth faced rusticated stone. The bays arearticulated by round
headed wal | arches, with rusticated voi”oirs and keystones. A thick stringcourse
marking t hespringing point of thearches runs across thesides and front of the
first floor,

The second floor of thepavilion, thebuilding's principal story, has atall slender
round headed wall arch flanked by ionic pilasters i neach elevation. Abalustrade
above thefull entablature andmodillioned cornice conpletes thecentral pavilion.

The main body of thechurch i srectangular i nshape and al so denonstrates the im
portance of the second floor as thenmain nmeeting roomstory. The windows on t he
side elevations were altered when t hebuilding was converted into a nuseum but
the hood mol dings over thew ndows ont hesecond story were retained. The string
course between thefirst and second floors onthecenter pavilion, as well as the
full entablature and cornice extend fromthepavilion onto t he facade andcontinue
around t hebuilding.

The two stage tower rises fromthecenter of thepediment andrests partly on the
roof andpartly on a massive five sided base which i senclosed by t he bal ustrade
on topof thecentral pavilion. The base andthetower, as well as the pedi ment
and facade, areof flush boarding treated t orepresent stone. The first stage of
the tower has eight sides: four broad elevations each containing a round headed
wal | arch with a nolded surround and articul ated keystone and flanked by pilasters
whose capitals mark t hespringing point of thearches, and four narrow recessed
elevations each with atall slender segmental wall arch. The heavy cornice follows
the planes of theeight elevations, creating a baroque broken cornice line.

The second stage of t hetower i salso eight sided but does not have t he recessed

and projecting masses. A round headed arched opening with t he sane mol di ngs, key-
stones and pilasters found onthesecond stage wall arches pierces each of the eight
sides. A balustradecircles thebase of t he second stage between t he arched openings,
and a heavy cornicerests ontopof thenarrow entablature. A carved finial i n the
center of theroof of thesecond stage takes t heplace of a steeple which was |ost
during a hurricanei n 1889.

The interior of thebuilding andthew ndows ontheside elevations were altered when
the church was converted into an art nuseumi n 1958. The meeting room on t he second
floor was divided into twofloors andt hestained glass wi ndows were removed andr e-
placed by plain 1/1 sash. The original double staircases, curving up fromeither side
of themain entrance, arestill intact andthetronpe |'oeil ceiling paintings,

al though they are not easily visible because of thealterations, areextant.
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The Center Methodist Church, a significant architectural landmark i n Provincetown,
is important for i tshistorical and cultural contributions tothedevel opment of
the community. . .........

The church was built i n1861, thefourth structure tobe constructed by the

Met hodi sts i nProvincetown, who used i tfor religious purposes until 1961when

the building was sold t oWalter P. Chrysler t ohouse an art collection. The

Met hodi st congregation included nmany nmenbers of Provincetown's artistic community,
and as t hesecond ol dest church extant i nthevillage, was important i ndevel oping
the community's image.

The Center Methodist Church, clearly visible from Provincetown Harbor, was also

an important visual landmark fromthesea. | twas portrayed iiyifinumerable paintings,
sketches, and etchings as a domi nant part of theskyline of Provincetown, and

the church tower was thefirst building that was visible tofishermen returning

from sea. :

The building i san outstanding architectural landmark i na comunity whichi s

| argely conposed of small scale, unostentatious structures. The detailing on the
facade and t hemagnificent tower (even without itssteeple) area definite
statement of conmunity pride. The architectural significance of this building
with its massive scale and el aborate Wen-baroque ornamentation and t hebuilding's
inportance tothecommunity cannot be underestimated.

Future plans for thestructure areuncertain. After theWlter Chrysler Miseum
was closed i n1974 t hebuilding was converted into a Center for theArtsto
house various functionsrelated tothearts, but funding ranout and plans are
now awaiting further financial devel opments.
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Methodist Church
entered 1 n
National Register

PROVINCETOWN — Center ~ethodist Church, 36
Commercid ., has been accepted for incluson in the
National Register of Historic Places, State Secretary Paul
Guzzi, Charman of the Massachustts Historical
Commisson, has been informed by Gary Everhardt,
Director of the Nationa Park Service in the United States
Department  of the Interior.

The Center church is a dgnificant architectural
landmark in Provincetown and is important for its
historical and cultural contributions to the devdopment of
the community. Built in 1861, the fourth structure to be
congructed by the Methodigts in Provincetown, it was used
for religious purptoses until 1961 when the building was sold
to Wdlter P. Chryder of automotive fame to house an art
collection. The Musaum was daosed in 194 and the former
church was converted into a Center for the Arts to house
various functionsrelated to the arts but funding ran out
and the property isnow in the hands of the First Nationa
Bank of Cgpe Cod.

The Methodigt congregation included many members of
Provincetown's artistic community and, as the sscond
oldes church extant in the village, it was important in
devdoping the community's image. Clearly visible from
Provincetown Harbor, the Center Methodist Church was
dso an important visud landmark from the ssa It was
protrayed in innumerable paintings, sketchesand etchings
as adominant part of the skyline of Provincetown, and the
church tower was the first building that. wes visibleto
fishermen returning from the sea
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