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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

\\.Composed of red brick, Fire Station #18 stands two and a half stories
high and has a partial basement. The building measures 100' x 100',
and remains in use today.

The roof has wood frame supports with the sloped portions being com-
posed of metal with batten exterior framing. The square hose tower
has detailed stone and brick railing at the top. The front and two
sides of the building each have a central stepped gable, and all the
second and third floor narrow-paned windows have painted wood sashes.

Four bay doors for fire engines open on the front of the building.
The two center bays have straight door heads, whereas the two outer
bays have curved door heads which are detailed by extra vertical
brickwork. A small one-story watch office extends out from the
north side of the station.

-~
The interior of the building has changed little except in the rear
where horse stalls have been replaced by a small handball court. No
changes were made in the wall line beéetween the stalls and the equip-
ment bays in front.

The two central bay doors have also been changed. Originally they
were double doors and side hung, but now they have been replaced with
overhead balanced garage-type doors.

All other furnishings have generally been maintained as original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The architects Bebb and Mendel drew up plans for the station in 1910,
and it was comprEEE-EEE-?STTowing year. Thus, the Ballard Fire
Station was erected just four years after the town of Ballard was
absorbed by the expanding City of Seattle.

The station first housed Engine Company #18 and Ladder Company #8.
By 1924, all the horse-drawn vehicles had been replaced by trucks.

Four years later, the building became headquarters for the sixth
Battalion.

\\Fire Station #18 has been used for sixty-~two consecutive years,

longer than any other existing Seattle fire station. Thus the
building has special significance in helping depict fire department
history, particularly since it is a remnant of the horse-drawn
equipment days..

A sophisticated engineering feature of the building when built was
the use of vertical steel beams connected to a single horizontal
wood beam. This was advantageous because the latter beam supported
the first floor without any need for obstructing posts in the
equipment area. The station's design was practical for the period
when it was erected, and today it still displays distinction and
character. Furthermore, Fire Station #18 remains as one of the
last of the original buildings in the downtown Ballard area.




Bebb and Mendel, 19103

Campbell, Robert.
Seattle Post-Intelligencer,

Stevenson, Jim.

Architectural drawings on file at City of
Seattle Architect's office.

"Can We Afford to Demolish Our History?"

December 6, 1970.

Seattle Firehouses of the Horsedrawn and Early

Seattle, 1972.

Motor Era.
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NAME AND TITLE:
Charles S. McKenzie

ORGANIZATION DATE
City of seattle, City Architect's Office Feb. 7, 1973

STREET AND NUMBER:
Seattle Municipal Building, 600 Fourth

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Seattle Washington

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

(|

National State Local

0

Name

Charles H. Odegaa

Title Director, Washington State Parks
and Recreation Commission

Date Mﬁy /0’) /773

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

_(thendbe Uity

Director, Office of Archeology and Histpfic Preservation

6/19/13

Date
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Keeper of The Natjonal Regfster
Date 6 / ’t 7 ?
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