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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jefferson County Courthouse Annex is located directly behind the

Jefferson County Courthouse ( National Register) in the heart of Louisville's
govermment district.

The annex is a four.story structure of steel construction with brick veneer.

The Annex is separated from the Greek Revival Jefferson County Courthouse by a
narrow street. A bridge was built over this area and connects the two buildings.
It was completed at the time of the construction of the Annex and connects the
buildings at the second through the fourth floors. The bridge: uses many of

the same architectural motifs as the Annex but it has a stucco exterior.

The bridge also partially obscures the south facade of the Annex.

The first floor facade of the Annex consists of brick in a rusticated pattern.
The facade is pierced by eight rectangular openings, one a door, which are
accented by rusticated brick arches.

The second floor has rectangular windows surmounted by stone pediments.
The windows are articulated vertically by brick pilasters with simple

stone plinths and capitals. A wide stone band separates the second and third
stories.

The third floor windows have classical stone surrounds with the same system
of fenestration and pilaster design as the second floor.

The fourth story has rectangular windows set in brick arches. The arches

are accented by a thin extrados in stone. The arches have stone keystones.

The arches spring from brick pilasters and pilasters also divideithe

windows. The pilasters have Ionic stone capitals. The pilasters agd keystones
support a simple entablature. Above the entablature is a cornice of modillions
and dentils. The pediments of the roofialso carry the modillion and dentil
motifs into the raking cornice.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Jefferson County Courthouse Annex is significant as an important part
of the Jefferson County government complex. The structure, in the Neo-
Georgian .style, is the work of the prominent Louisville architect, Kenneth
McDonald. ‘

After the 1891 constitutional revision of the Cicuit Court system, Fiscal
Court decided to erect an annex immediately accessible to the courthouse

to accomodate the new system. The annex originally contained a courtroom
on the first and fourth floors and offices. The building served the county's
court system until 1977 when it moved to the newiiHall of ‘Justice.

Kenneth McDonald, architect of the building, was a partner in the prominent
regional firm of the McDonald Brothers(1874-1896). The McDonald Brothers
firm was one of the most prolific designers of public buildings in the
South after the Civil War. After the firm'sdissolution, Kenneth McDonald
practiced alone until 1901. His major works during the period include

the Gaulbert Building and the Kentucky Title Company Building ( both
destroyed), the Rossmore Apartments ( National Register), and the Walnut
Street Baptist Church ( National Register, 0l1d Louisville).

The Annex is a transition from the Richardsonian structures designed by

the McDonald Brothers in the late 1880's and early 90's to the classical
influences of the American Renaissance. The classical styles were used
extensively by McDonald in his later partnership with William J. Dodd

( see National Register form for the Western Branch Library, December 6,1975).

The Jefferson County Courthouse Annex is an excellent example of the Neo-
Georgian style and is an important work of a prominent Louisville architect.
The structure is stylistically a handsome complement to the Greek Revival,
Jefferson County Courthouse.
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Jefferson County Courthouse
Annex

517 Court Place

Louisville, Jefferson, Ky.
Sanborn Map Co. (1972)

Phiiadelphia, Pennsylvania

Map 2. Sanborn Map
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Jefferson :County Courthouse Annex
517 Court Place

Louisville, Jefferson, Kentucky
Jefferson County Real Estate Atlas

Map 3. JAN 29 1980



