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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL. "APPEARANCE

The Boyle County Courthouse was completed in 1862 under the supervision 
of its architect, James R._Carrigan, who greatly admired the work of Sir 
Christopher Wren, v In~general the~?ed brick two story courthouse resem 
bles a church in appearance.* In Architecture In Old Kentucky Rexford 
Newcomb says that it is closer to being Renaissance than Greek in archi 
tectural style> Three fanlighted double doors form an arcade on the first 
floor of the front of the building. Above the arcade is a light tetrastyle 
Corinthian portico. Within the portico three narrow elongated windows sur 
mounted by modified wooden fanlights repeat the theme of the arcade. A 
majestic octagonal clock tower, greater than two stories in height, rises 
above the building. Corinthian in style, it is elaborately designed.* Accord 
ding to Newcomb, "the delicacy of the portico and tower contrasts markedly 
with the more massive handling of the usual Kentucky Classical Revival 
county courthouses."

The interior of the courthouse has received some functional changes. 
Originally each room had a fireplace; these were plastered over when cen 
tral heating was installed. In 1873 and 1875 the original architect and 
builder, James R. Carrigan, was employed to supervise repairs. An addr 
tion was constructed in 1899. Over the years the second floor courtroom 
has undergone a series of changes, but it has been renovated and restored 
and now is a very attractive and functional area.

Superficially the courthouse .and ja.il .re$embl§ each other. Both are red 
brick buildings; with,narrow, .elongated windows and white trim. The jail, 
pleted in 1875,\is directly,adjacent to the jailers house which faces 
Fourth Streets The house also has narrow elongated windows topped by 
stone arches. The front of the house has a recessed pqr.ch on the right 
side with tall narrow double windows on the left. Both the jail and the hous 
rest on high limestone foundations. The jail is a good architectural exam 
ple of the commercial buildings that were built in the 1870's in DanvilleK 
The buildings along both side of the main two blocks of downtown Danville 
are being rejuvenated by an interested committee of twelve downtown 
businessmen and property owners. Overhead signs; are coming down; 
paintings and lighting accentuate the excellent facades of £he upper floors. 
The good architectural features of buildings, built between 1790 and 
present, will be emphasized. The jail is an integral part of " " 
Danville, its south side as seen across the park from Main ' 
the whole. The proposed plan is to gut the interior of the j
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Boyle County Courthouse-Jail Complex consists of the courthouse, 
built in 1862, the jail, built in 1875 and the Mid^town Park, a more recent 
addition. The Courthouse was 'buil:t on the site of a previous courthouse 
that was destroyed irythe Great Fire of 1860. The architect commission 
ed by the Magistrates to design and build the courthouse was James R. 
Carrigan who also built Jacobs Hall at the Kentucky School for the Eeaf 
which is a National Historic Landmark. Carrigan was a great admirer of 
and was influenced by Sir Christopher Wren, the English architect. The 
courthouse is a handsome edifice, both well-proportioned and well-executed 
Church-like in appearance it complements its older neighbor Trinity 
Episcopal Church (ca 1814),. whose walls withstood the 1860 fire.

After the courthouse was completed in the summer of 1862 the Circuit 
Court was able to use it-for only one session before the Battle of Perryviifte 
was fought nearby on QGtoDtery8.,rl862. -More casualtie^.wlere sustained 
in this battle than anyany other in Kentucky during the Civil War. All 
large homes, churches and buildings, including the courthouse, were usec 
as hospitals for the sick and wounded.I In February, 1863, the Army 
Hospital still occupied the courthouse,^ so the Boyle Comity Circuit Court 
was held on the second floor of the C. W. Mitchell building in a room that 
previously was a furniture storeroom, s The records do not indicate when 
the Army finally vacated the building, but in August the Circuit Court was 
again held in the storeroom. Damage to the new courthouse included des 
truction of the bar in the circuit court room. Repairs were started in 
1873 and continued in 1875 under the supervisi on of James R. Carrigan.
The jail is a sturdy building th 
e&a. It complements the co 
along Main Street. These t;
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Urbana, 1953. 
Early Days In Danville, C. M. Fackle

d Newcomb, Univ. of Illinois Press, 

3r, published 1941
Historic Homes Of Boyle County and the Three Courthouses, C, M. Fackler,
published 1959. 
Magistrates Records of 1860, 1862 and 1873, 1875, 1876. on file in the 
Boyle County Courthouse .
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# 7 Description

needed county office space and to build a new city-county jail on 
property at the rear of both the jail and courthouse. It is to be of con 
temporary design and construction, designed to blend harmoniously 
with the 98 year old jail and 111 year old courthouse.

The square on the corner between the jail and courthouse is a lovely 
park given the city and county by the property owners of the corner 
building which burned in the 1930's. Now called the Mid-town Park, 
it has trees, brick pathways and a graceful fountain.
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# 8 Statement of Significance

overall effect created by the rejuvenation of the central commercial 
section of Danville. Existing commercial structures will be returned, 
as much as possible, to their original appearance.

Politics has always been of consuming interest to Kentuckians. The 
Boyle County Courthouse has been the scene of many colorful political 
rallies, speeches, and debates.
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