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This is a one and one-half story frame dwelling which has been
moved, because of highway work, around Ledgewood Circle and set
on new foundations on a new site.

The roof is gabled with replica hand-split shingle roofing and
single chimney at the ridge near the center. The siding is
clapboard. Windows are 6/6 sash. The front door is board-and-
batten, and may be the original door. It is located near the
center of the front facade.

The original building is 26 feet by 30 feet and consists of
three rooms on the upper floor and three rooms (originally four)
on the ground floor.

There are two front rooms and two rear rooms, the kitchen being
in the larger room. The chimney core is in the center of the
house. The large kitchen fireplace has a nearly complete bake
oven beside it. Backing this fireplace is a corner fireplace
for the front room. The rear of the kitchen fireplace and bake
oven back the interior wall of the other front room. Both
fireplaces are in working order. A portion of the ground floor
reveals finished beams in the ceiling, with beaded edges, which
were obviously originally exposed. The remaining first floor
‘|lceilingg have hewn beams with chamfered edges, also originally
exposed. Much of the wide board flooring is intact. This is
square edged oak with dust strips on the underside of the first
floor.

Eaves are approximately three feet above the upper floor level,
forming knee walls in the second floor rooms. These rooms have
low ceilings, just over seven feet.

A one story lean-to addition was added in the late 19th
century, creating the ''salt box" form. This addition was added
to the rear, or Northeast. It covered over the weatherboards
of the original rear exterior wall and shows red paint.
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Description Addendum:

The hduse was moved less than one-half mile from its priginal site.
The original site was recorded as being less than one acre of level ground,
The present site was selected because of its similarity to the orkginal.,

The buildinz was moved enmasse. There were no changes made to the fireplace,
chimney or flooring. The house was placed on a concrete block foundation, where
the previous site had had a crawl space, and a stone veneer wad added in 196l.,
There were no structural alterations to beams, posts and doorways. A cedar
shake roof was applied in 1966, also a tie rod was installed to correct a sag
in the roof line, The window frames on the first floor were replaced in
1967 because, as were some of the clapboards from the exterior siding. The
Hpuse was also painted. Otherwise, there have been no additional changes.
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Community History

Silas Riggs (1779-1847) was born in Mendham, New Jersey
and moved to Roxbury Township, then Drakesville, around
1805, shortly after his marriage to Harriet Rose of
Southampton, Long Island.

Riggs, a tanner like his father and grandfather may
have been drawn to Roxbury Township in anticipation
of the growth of area leather business. The nearby
Sucksunny Mine created the market for leather, as the
iron ore drawn from the mines was transported to more
convenient means of conveyence in sizable leather pouches
produced by tanners capable of carrying 500 pounds of ore
on the backs of mules or horses. Riggs first came to
Drakesville (Ledgewood) to start a tannery and was
apparently a successful tanner since by 1822 he had seven
tan vats and his land holdings had increased from thirty
to seventy-five acres.

A year later Silas Riggs inherited part of his father's
estate and subsequently built a more substantial residence
across the street from his first house. This building,
called the Silas Riggs Mansion House, still stands and
is presently the office of the Star-Journal.

When the Morris Canal bisected his property in 1826
Riggs secured a contract to dig a section of it; probably
the section through his property. Later, he became known

boats.

Silas Rigg's son, Albert Rose Riggs (1812-1881), was
probably born in the house. He apparently inherited most
of his father's estate because it is noted in an 1853
Atlas of Morris County that A. R. Riggs owned the old
Riggs llouse and the Mansion Ilouse property, as well as
another building.

Albert Riggs was also the Drakesville postmaster and
owned and operated a general store. The store, built
around 1840 and now known as the King Store, stands
alongside the old Riggs House (after the Riggs House was
moved in 1962). )

Albert's granddaughter, Emma Louise King, presently
owns much of the land surrounding the Siles Riggs House

including the King_Store next door.

as Captain Riggs because he owned and operated three canal’
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Significance Addendum:

The Silad Riggs House was moved in 1962 to nrevent its destruction by
the new property owners., After its move it was restored by the Roxbuty
Township Histmrical Society and is now open to the nublic as a historic
house museum,

The house is a representative example of an early 19th century rural home.
The hovse demonstrates the simplicity of zrural living, as it served the
basic needs of a family for shelter and yet could be comfortable as well.

The S5Silas Riggs house is one the oldest extant buildings in Ledgewood
and Roxbury Téwnship., The house serves the townspeople by affording them
an intimate link with the vast.,



