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QNAME

HSTCRC 1116 Stone Building

AND/OR COMMON
The East Lexington Branch, Library C,Cay T~ morial Library)

HLOCATION

STFREETSNLUIVEER 735 Massachusctts Aveniae
_NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Lexington VICINITY OF 5th
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Mifim~c/ pv m 7

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
_DISTRICT X:_PUBLIC X—OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
3"BUILDING(S) —PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS X_EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT  _RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT _IN PROCESS X—YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC

—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
_NO —MILITARY —OTHER:

BfOWNER OF PROPERTY

MW\ Town of Lexington
STREET & NUMBER
Lexington Tomn Hall

CTY. TOWN STATE
Lexington VIONITY OF Massachusetts 02173
HLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE
REGSTRY OF DEEDSETC south Middlesex Registry of Deeds
STREET & NUMBER
28 Caribridge Street
aTY, TOWN STATE
Camlxidge Massechusetts 02138

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TLE Inventory of theHistoric Assets of the Coomonwedth
Historic American Biaildings Survey Q1ASSEH)

1967 (MassJ; 1941 HABS) MHEH ~STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL
HTHORY R Mas&achusetts Historical Commisson

SURVEY RECORDS X.r T
CITY. TOWN " STATE

Boston Massachusatts 02108

DATE



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X-ORIGINAL SITE
j"GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

lhe Stone Building (Gary >femorid Library] faces onto Massachiasetts JNVanve
(formerly Main Street), one of the principal roads in East Lexington. It is
set back from the road approximately thirty feet and is surrounded by a cir-
cular driveway.

The Stone Building wes designed in 1833 by architect Issac MdAan of Concord
ad is said to be his first work. The contractor wes John Colby and the car-
penter was Curtis Capell. The building is an inpressive exanple of the Gresk
Reviva style.

The two-story structure is five bays wide ad five bays deep. Its tetrastyle
portico is supported by massve fluted Doric columns, and its front pediment
contains two %uarter—cwclevwndowswnh finely wroudfit radlatlrjl_gewsh, A series
of guttae at the eaves adds further ornament to the pediment. main focus

of the front facade, axd the hi*light of the entire building, is the central
entrance. The doorway is surmounted by a fanli”t axd flanked by sideli”~ts.
The entrance is further enhanced by Grek fretwork and other detail derived from
anthemion and palmette motifs, The second™loor window &ove the doorway echoes
the sidelights and Grek detail below. Heawy pilasters add emphess at either-
comer of the front facade.

The Stone Building is sheathed with white claﬁ)boards, and the dark green shuttered
windows have six over six ligjits. Three brick chimneys rise from the ridge roof.
The exterior of the building is basically unaltered from its original gppearance.
Inside the downstairs floor has been adgpted for library purposes, althou” the
igjstairs meeting room remains mudh the sare as vifien i t wes used for religious

ad political gatherings.
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ri SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD

—PREHISTORIC
— 1400-1499
— 1500-1599
— 1600-1699
—1700-1799
JCI 800-1899
— 1900-

SPECIFIC DATES

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE

—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—AGRICULTURE
X_ARCHITECTURE
—ART
—COMMERCE
—COMMUNICATIONS

1833

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

—COMMUNITY PLANNING
—CONSERVATION
—ECONOMICS

X"EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—LAW
XALITERATURE
—MILITARY
—MusIC
-PHILOSOPHY
-POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

[ saac Mel vin

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE
—SOCIAiynUMANITARIAN
—THEATER
—TRANSPORTATION
—OTHER (SPECIFY)

The Stone Building issignificant as one of the early centers of free-thinking
and discussion for religious, Phi | osophical and cultural groups i n the East

Village of I”xington,

The bui

structure i n East LexiTigton today.

ding i s also the nost el aborate Geek Revival

In 1832 El i Robbi ns, a\AeaIthYd_rrerchant and ptilic spirited citizen of Lexington,
in

sawthe need for apublic bui

g i nthe town \Aiere | ectures, preaching, an

ot her neetings coul d be hel d and particularly where freedomof speech, 1ncludin

the current anti-slavery point of view, nigjit be allowed.
Robbi ns engaged M,

, | “Inthe spring of 1833
| saac Melvin of Concord to design asuitable building |ocated

in the "East Village" of Lexington about two mles along the nmain road fromthe
Battle Qeen,

In the san@ year citizens of the East Village petitioned the Town Metingt o
provide achurch andamnister intheir own part of town. Vien no hel p was
given, they formed the "Religious Society of the East Village" andi n 1835 they

began meeting i nthe building which Eli Robbins had comi ssioned.

The

pastor of the newreligious societywas the Reverend Charles Follenwho had
been forced to flee his native Gernany because of his radical political

activities.

|n Arerica he becane an ardent abolitionist before such views were acceptable in
NewEngl and, and as aresult he |ost his position as professor of Gernan at Har-

vard Col | ege,

itical opinions, Follentumed to the mnistry.

After sixnonths of preachin
was called to Vtertown, an
preached i nthe hall about two years.

Ral

Inorder togive full expression tohis religioias, moral, and pol-

to the Religious Society of the East Village, Follen
he sent as hi s repl acenent h Vel do Enerson \Aio

Ener son was succeeded by ot her notedr ensuch

as the Reverend John Pierpont, the Reverend Theodore Parker, andthe Reverend

Sanuel J, My,
ot her groups.

The bui | ding was al so used as a gatheringplace for anunber of
Anos Bronson Al cott hel d conversation meetings there, and Henry

Thoreau was sai d to have considered it as ahone for his private school.

In 1851 the building was sold to Abner Stone who lived therewth his famly until
his death in 1872, After the death of the w dow Stone, her dau“ter, Mss Ellen A
Stone, offered the town the large house for use as alibrary. As an expression

of its gratitude, the town voted to call the biailding the ™ Stone Building". It has
been used ever since as alibrary andis today the East Lexington Branch Library

QCary Mnorial Library).
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. ommtAiion
Paul GQuzzi 294 Washingtpn Street

727.8/70

Hovernber 25, 1975

M. Charles Harrington, Chief

Registration

National Register of Historic Places NV 7?8 195
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charles:

Encl osed please find two National Register nomnations for the following
properties:

1. Lexington, Follen Conmunity Church
2. Lexington, The Stone Building

Originally submtted together as "buildings," the nomnation for the Stone
Bui I ding and the Follen Community Church was returned to us on June 26, 1975
with the suggestion that the two buildingsbe nom nated separately. These
properties were voted eligible for individual submission on July 8 1975

by the Massachusetts Historical Conmission (State Review Board) and have
been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed
Aradon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. \Weslov;ski

Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
AVWrv

Encl osures



PAUL GUZZI

4 March 1976

M. Charles Herrington

Chi ef, Registration

Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

5 Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NV

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charles:

Pl ease consider the following amendment to the National Register nom nation
forms for the Pollen Community Church and the Stone Building (Lexington
Massachusetts, M ddlesex County) which were submtted to you Novenber 11
1975:

The Congressional District i s the Fourth Congressional District
and not the Fifth.

Under redistricting a few years ago, the town of Lexington was divided and
becanme part of two different districts, and this fact was only recently
pointed out to us.

Continuation sheets for each nom nation stating the correction are enclosed

Sinceraly yours

Patricia L. Wesl owski

Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
Pl WJDD: j d

encl osures
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