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1. Name of Property

historic name First Unitarian Churrh (preferred)
other names/site number Park Square Cr.ijrcn

2. Location

Street & number 7 Park Street N//\ 1 not for publication
city, town Peabody N/Iﬂ 1 vicinity
state Massachusetts code 025 county rc;<;pY code y ziDcode 01960

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
| “private nbuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I public-local | ldistrict buildings
I I public-State | 1Site sites
I I public-Federal I I Structure Structures
I lobject objects
1 _P Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register n

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property [ 3 meets LUdoes not meet the National Register criteria. IHIsee continuation sheet.

56
Signature of certifying official Date
si'lassacnuseutb, Historical CoiTitnission, .State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
I lentered in the National Register.
I | See continuation sheet,
undetermined eligible for the National
Register. 1 " See continuation sheet,
n determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I lIremoved from the National Register.
I 1other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



ei>c;tllni t;~ri3n Church. Ppahndv Mass.
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Religious Structure, Church multiple dwelling, condominiums

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation unknown
Greek Revival walls clapboard
Italianate
roof asphalt shingles
other N/A

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Peabody's First Unitarian Church (Park Square Church) displays a combination
of Greek Revival and Italianate elements. In overall form it follows the
classic New England meeting house with its pedimented facade and multi-staged
steeple all of white painted wood. The entry porch added in 1872 is
Italianate in character, with bold sculptural forms. The tall double doors
are surmounted by a lunette, and are placed beneath a barrel-vaulted roof
which projects from the center of the main facade. The doors are flanked by
paired, incised pilasters; from there the wall on each side curves back to
another pair of pilasters where it joins the main facade. Rectangular windows
set into this curved wall are framed by a simple moulding. A heavy cornice is
supported by brackets, emphasizing the sculptural quality of this portion of
the building. The facade behind the porch is, in contrast, restrained in its
use of ornament. This was the original portico of the church and six columns
are still visible, although the spaces between them are now filled in and
faced with clapboards. The colurrrs terminate in modest molded capitals and
support a plain board architrave and bracketed cornice. A well-proportioned
pediment, also faced in wood clapboards, completes this temple-front facade.

On the north and south elevation are paired round-head windows below an oculus
window, set within a round-arched hood moulding with a projecting keystone.
Four of these are placed between the corner pilaster at the front of the
building and a second pilaster approximately two thirds of the way down the
facade, and date from the 1872 remodeling. The two large windows between this
pilaster and the rear of the building are similar in form but differ slightly
in scale. They are elongated and lack the hood moulding and keystone of the
others. On the north facade a small round-arched window bordered with square
lights is placed mid-way up the facade just beyond the middle pilaster,
corresponding with the interior stair landing. This window is stylistically
different from the others and appears to date from still later renovation of
unknown date |,

Hfl See continuation sheet
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Below this window is a small entrance porch, covering the lower portion of the
pilaster. This porch, whose paired pilasters and simple pediment echo the main
facade, contains two more small round-arched windows on each side. The double
doors are topped by a transom of square lights. A 1906 photograph shows a
small bracketed cornice over a single door in this position; the present porch
was probably added during a 1927 renovation. On the south wall there is a
two-story rectory wing projecting from the facade, and covering the lower
portion of the middle pilaster. This wing was added in 1868 and originally
served as a chapel.

The church was originally surmounted by a multiple-stage steeple which was
completed in 1829, at-which time the original bell was installed. A new bell
was installed in 1887. The cubic base of the steeple is ornamented with
wooden quoins and contains an oculus window in the center of its east face.
Curved brackets support a cornice echoing that on the building below. The
base is all that now remains of the original three-stage steeple. The stage
surmounting the base was ornamented with corner columns and round-arched
windows similar to those on the north and south elevations. This stage was in
turn topped by.a pyramidal spire. The upper stages of the steeple were
dismantled after the bell was removed and relocated to the new church in
Danvers in 1967.

The interior of the church is divided into several distinct spaces. One
enters through a vestibule which leads into the large, two-story auditorium
space occupying most of the front half of the building. The interior
furnishings of this space, which included wooden pews, a platform pulpit,
choir and organ loft, were dismantled by the congregation when it relocated to
Danvers. The organ was removed, and an Aaron Willard clock that had hung in
the church was presented to the Peabody Museum. The pilastered walls and
ceiling in this room have suffered damage from water infil itration in the
years since the building was vacated.

The rear of the main block is divided into two floors. A round-arched door at
the back of the auditorium opens on a staircase that leads up to the second
floor. The rooms in this section were used for various purposes throughout
the church's history, and contain no distinctive furnishings or trim.

Attached to this portion of the original building is the ca. 1868 wing which
served as a rectory and parish house. This wing contained meeting rooms, a
dining room and kitchen. No significant interior details remain in this
section.

continued
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The church has been the victim of gradual deterioration and decay during the
past twenty years. No major work seems to have been done to the building
since the 1939 renovations. A 1954 church visitation report noted that "the
buildings are rather old and show signs of neglect,” due no doubt to the
dwindling resources of the parish. The loss of the steeple in 1967 has been
the most dramatic change in the church's appearance.

Arch aeo 1 ogy

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, it is
highly likely that sites are present. At least eight sites have been reported
in the general area (within one mile). The physical characteristics of the
property prior to European settlement may have made this an attractive area
for native settlement and subsistence activities. Tidewater from the North
River originally extended to this area as well as several tributary brooks.
Following settlement, many of these wetlands were altered and filled through
urban'development. Many favorable site locations around wetlands peripherals
may have alsobeen altered or destroyed though it is possible some sites
survived. Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Peabody are poorly
documented, any surviving sites would be significant. Regional as well as
local significance might result from sites found in this area and their
possible association with sites along Salem Harbor, Beverly Harbor, and their
tributary river, all known areas of prehistoric period settlement about two to
three miles to the north and east.

There is also a potential for significant historic remains on the property.
Background research, controlled testing, and excavation may help to determine
whether or not remains survive from settlement and economic activities which
may have pre-dated church construction. Colonial settlement was present in
this area begining ca. 1626. Cultural remains may also survive from post-1826
church-related activities which took place on grounds around the structure.
Each of these sources could provide detailed information on the changing
social, cultural, and economic patterns that characterized the development
from rural to urban life in Peabody.

;02*<>01»



First Unitarian Church. Peabody. Mass.

8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally

Applicable National Register Criteria il]JA Q B Q C

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) O A OC

Areas of Signjficance (enter categories from instructions)
Architecture
Religion

Significant Person

7\

Q statewide Q locally

OE OF | |G
Period of,aiflnific*n<” Significant Dates
] g2
1927
1939

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Tirknromn

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The First Unitarian Church in Peabody, built

in 1826 and remodeled several

times, holds historical association with the growth of Unitarianism in Peabody
and the North Shore area well into the 20th century. The building is
architecturally significant for the fine quality of its Greek Revival and
Italianate-style detailing. Retaining integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, feeling and workmanship, the First Unitarian Church thus fulfills
Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local

level.

The history of the First Unitarian Church and its congregation is closely tied

to the history of the town it served.

The original village of Brooksby was

settled in 1626; in 1752 it joined with Salem Village (now Danvers) to form
Danvers Township. Although nominally united, the two functioned as separate
towns, and after 1813 each elected its own town officials. During this period
the town, first as South Danvers and then as Peabody, grew from an
agriculture-based village of 700 to a large manufacturing town, with a
population of 1,643 by 1800 and 8,110 by 1850. The leather industry,
established in the 1730s, gre™ rapidly and gave Peabody an industrial
character which emphasized its separate identity from the still-agricultural

Danvers.

The religious character of the area was also changing in the late 18th-early
19th century. The liberalism which developed within the Congregational
Churches of the Standing Order in New England was gaining strength, and by
1805 had caused the split between the Congregational Church and what came to
be called Unitarianism. Between 1805 and 1835, approximately 1/3 of the
Congregational churches in Massachusetts had become Unitarian; in other cases
groups split off from the main congregation and formed their own churches. In
Peabody, on January 1, 1825, "a company of 15 gentlemen assentled.. .to confer
together as to the organization of a new religious society in South Danvers,
which should be in harmony with the sentiments known as Unitarian". 1825 was
the year in which the Anerican Unitarian Association was organized, and towns
all over New England were mirroring the events in Peabody. Once the church

2 See continuation sheet
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was incorporated, in June of 1825, an appointed conmiittee reported plans for

the new church, which was to be "outwardly similar to the church in Lynn, and
with interior arrangements like those of Rev. Mr. Coleman's church in Salem".
Construction was begun shortly thereafter, and was finished in July 1826, at a
total cost of $8,734.00.

The founders and members of the original congregation included many prominent
citizens of Peabody. Abner Sanger and Benjamin Goodridge, two men who were
successful in the tanning industry, paid for the cost of building the cellar
in exchange for allowing them to store hides in its for a period of ten
years. Leverett Saltonstall and Benjamin Merrill, two successful lawyers in
the area presented an Aaron Willard clock which was placed in the

auditorium. The cost of construction was covered by selling pew subscriptions
to the original congregation.

The church building was dedicated July 26, 1826, and the pulpit was
temporarily supplied by Mr. Alonzo Hill. In April of 1827 a church was formed
of 71 members, and the Reverend Charles Seawall of Dedham was installed as
Pastor. The congregation grew with Peabody; as the tanning industry
flourished, the town grew prosperous, and so did the church. The introduction
of steam boilers and the invention of the splitting machine revolutionized the
leather production in 1840; by 1855 it had become the town's chief industry
with other 27 tanneries in operation. The growth of the town prompted
agitation for a high school to serve the area, and in 1850 one was established
in a small, one-story building at the rear of the church, which had once been
used as a chapel or vestry. In the first year 25 pupils attended class there,
and in ensuing years the class grew to 43.

A severe fire which swept Peabody in 1843 and "threatened at times the
destruction of the entire center of Peabody" did spread to the church
building, but serious damage was prevented by "strenuousand daring exertions
of a few people who held their dangerous position on its roof until the peril
was averted."

In 1855 the two towns that make up Danvers Township separated, and were
incorporated as Danvers and South Danvers. At this time the high school was
relocated to a new building designed to serve as the Towmn Hall. The building
at the rear of the church became a dwelling, and was later moved to Washington
Street. In 1868, the town of South Danvers voted to change its name to
Peabody, after the famous philanthropist George Peabody, a native of the
area. In May of the same year, construction was begun on a new chapel at the
rear of the church. The chapel was completed in October 1869, the whole
expense being assumed by the Ladies Association of the parish.

continued
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The prosperity of Peabody during this period is attested to by the major
renovations undertaken in 1872. The original temple-front Greek Revival
building was remodelled in the then-popular Italianate style. It was at this
time that the portico was enclosed and an entry porch containing a new
vestibule was added to the front facade. The large windows on the north and
south were modified, and lItalianate decorative elements incorporated. The
interior of the church was completely reconstructed; the gallery was removed
and the auditorium remodeled and refitted. The cost of these renovations,
$15,000, surpassed the cost of the original building, and were paid in full by
the congregation. During the renovation services were held in the new chapel.
The church was rededicated following the renovations; the sermon at the
re-opening was delivered by Edward Everett Hale. A new organ was installed in
1886 and the following year the bellfry was improved and a new bell installed.

Peabody and the First Unitarian Church flourished throught the remainder of
the 19th century and for the first decades of the 20th century. In 1927 a
small entrance porch was added on the north elevation. A major restoration of
the exterior of the church which returned it to "the traditional New England
white meetinghouse" was undertaken by the congregation in 1939.

Support for the church dwindled in the 1940s as Peabody's population became

* predominantly Catholic. Of the more than 20 protestant churches in Peabody,
the Episcopalian and Congregational Churches remained the strongest, while the
Unitarian Church began to flounder. In 1945 it merged with the First

e Universalist Church of Peabody and became a federated church in 1947, with
services to be held at the First Unitarian Church. The congregations,
however, continued to erode and the location of the members shifted to
Danvers. In 1965 the Peabody church united with the church in Danvers to
become the North Shore Unitarian Universalist Church. Services were held in
Peabody while a new church was being constructed in Danvers; when it was
completed in September of 1967 the First Unitarian Church was vacated.
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Verbal Boundary Description
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| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the nomnated property arethe boundaries of plot #143, 1590.
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8. Significance
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6. Function or Use Firrt- Ilnitari®“”n C.hur-rh P~rahoHy, MA
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Rpliginus Structure - Church Multiple DwellinR - Condominium

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundation unknown
Hrppk Rpvival wdls clapboard
Ta" ianatP
roof asphalt shingles
other N/A

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Peabody's First Unitarian Church (Park Square Church) displays a combination
of Greek Revival and Italianate elements. In overall form it follows the
classic New England meeting house with its pedimented facade and multi-staged
steeple all of white painted wood. The entry porch added in 1872 is
Italianate in character, with bold sculptural forms. The tall double doors
are surmounted by a lunette, and are placed beneath a barrel-vaulted roof
which projects from the center of the main facade. The doors are flanked by
paired, incised pilasters; from there the wall on each side curves back to
another pair of pilasters where it joins the main facade. Rectangular windows
set into this curved wall are framed by a simple moulding. A heavy cornice is
supported by brackets, emphasizing the sculptural quality of this portion of
the building. The facade behind the porch iIs, in contrast, restrained in its
use of ornament. This was the original portico of the church and six columns
are still visible, although the spaces between them are nowfilled inand
faced with clapboards. The columns terminate in modest molded capitals and
support a plain board architrave and bracketed cornice. A well-proportioned
pediment, also faced in wood clapboards, completes this temple-front facade.

On the north and south elevation are paired round-head windows below an oculus
window, set within a round-arched hood moulding with a projecting keystone.
Four of these are placed between the corner pilaster at the front of the
building and a second pilaster approximately two thirds of the way down the
facade, and date from the 1872 remodeling. The two large windows between this
pilaster and the rear of the building are similar in form but differ slightly
In scale. They are elongated and lack the hood moulding and keystone of the
others. Onthe north facade a small round-arched window bordered with square
lights is placed mid-way up the facade just beyond the middle pilaster,
corresponding with the interior stair landing. This window is stylistically
different from the others and appears to date from still later renovation of
unknown date .

r~"See continuation sheet
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Bel ow this windowis a small entrance porch, covering the |ower portion of the
pilaster. This porch, whose pairedpilasters and sinple pedinent echo the nain
facade, contains twonore small round-arched w ndows on each side. The double
doors aretopped by a transom of square Iights. A 1906 photograph shows a
smal | bracketed com ce over a single door inthis position; the present porch
was probably added during a 1927 renovation. Qn the sould wall thereisa
two-story rectory wing projecting fromthe facade, and covering the |ower
portion of the mddle pilaster. This wing was added i n 1868 and ori gi nally
served as a chapel.

The chiorchwas originally surmounted by a nultiple-stage steeple vAich was
ccnpleted in 1829, at which time the original bell was installed. A new bell
was installed in 1887. The cubic base of the steeple i s ornanented with
wooden quoi ns and contains an oculus window i nthe center of its east face.
Qurved brackets support a com ce echoing that on the building below | he
base i sall that nowrenmains of the original three-stage steeple. The stage
surmounting the base was ornanented with comer colums and round-arched

wi ndows simlar t othose on the norlJi and south el evations. This stage was i n
turn topped by a pyramdal spire. The i*jper stages of the steeple were
dismant|ed after the bell was renoved and rel ocatedt o the new church in
Danvers i n 1967.

The interior of the church i sdivided into several distinct spaces. Ome
enters through a vestibule which leads into the [arge, two-story auditorium
space occi-"ing nost of the front half of the building. The interior
furnishings of this space, which includedwooden pews, a platform pulpit,

choir andorgan loft, were dismantled by the congregation when i t relocated t o
Danvers. The organ was renoved, and an Aaron W llard clock that had hung i n
the church was presented t othe Peabody Miseum The pilastered walls and
ceiling i nthis roomhave suffered danage fromwater infilitration in the
years since tihe building was vacated.

The rear of- the main block i sdivided into twofloors. A round-arched door at
the back of the auditoriumopens on a staircase that leads upt o the second
floor. The roons i nthis sectionwere used for various piarposes throughout
the church's history, and containnodistinctive furnishings or trim

Attached t othis portion of the original building isthe ca. 1868 w ng vvhich
served as a rectory and parishhouse. This wing contained neeting roons, a
dining rocsn and kitchen. M significant interior details remain inthis
section.

conti nued
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The church has been thevictim of gradual deterioration and decay duringt he
past twenty years. No major work seens t o have been done t ot he buil ding
since the 1939 renovations. A 1954 church visitation report noted that "the
buil dings are rather ol d and showsigns of neglect," due no doubt t o the

dwi ndling resoiarces of theparish. The |oss of thesteeple i n1967 has been
tihe nost dramatic change i nt he church's appearance.

Ar chaeol ogy

VWhile no prehistoric sites arecurrentlyrecorded on theproperty, it is
hicMy likely that sites arepresent. At |east eight sites have been reported
in thegeneral area (within onemle). The physical characteristics of the
property prior toEuropean settlement nay have nade this an attractive area
for native settlement and subsistence activities. Tidewater frcsntlie North
River originally extended t othis area as well as several tributary brooks.

Fol lowing settlement, many of these wetlands were altered and filled tihrough
urban devel opnent, ~lay favorable site |ocations around wetlands peripherals
nay have al sobeen altered or destroyed though i tis possible sone sites
survived. Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i nPeabody are poorly
docunented, any surviving sites wiold be significant. Regional as well as
local significancem ght result from sites found i nthis area and tHer

possi bl e association witli sites along Sal emHarbor, Beverly Harbor, and their
tributary river, all known areas of prehistoric period settlement about two t o
three mles t othenorth and east.

There i salso a potential for significant historic remains ontheproperty.
Background research, controlledtesting, cind excavation nay help t odeterm ne
vietJier or not remains survive frcan settlement and econcanic activities vSiich
nay have pre-dated church construction. Colonial settlement was present i n
this area begining ca. 1626. Cultural remains may al so survive frcxn post-1826
church-related activities which took place on grounds around the structure.
Each of these sources could provide detailed information on the changing
social, cultural, and economc patterns that characterized t he devel opanent
fromrural tourban |ife i nPeabody.
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Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| I'nationally [1] statewide [ 3 locally
Applicable National Register Criteria ~ A QC I 1D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A CUB ~ C NFEOL |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture A 1872

1922

Cultural Affiliation
-UIA

Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The First Unitarian Church in Peabody, built in B2 is anexanple of aGeek
Revival church whose md-19th century overlay of Italianate features reflects
the prosperity and confidence of the Unitarian congregation. The buildingi s
architectural Y significant for its fine quality Geek Revival and
Italianate-style detailing. Retaining integrity of |ocation, design, setting,
materials, feeling and worknmanship, the First Uni tarian Church conveys its
associations with the devel opment of the Unitarian Church in Peabody and the
North Shore area well into the 20th century, thus fulfilling criterion C of
the National Register of Historic Places on thelocal |evel.

The history of the First Unitarian Church and its congregation i s closely tied
to the history of the town it served. The original village of Brookshy was
settled in1626; in 1752 it joined wth SalemVillage (nowDanvers) toform
Danvers Townshi p. A though nomnal |y united, the two functioned as separate
towns, and after 1813 each el ected its own town officials. During this period
the town, first as South Danvers and then as Peabody, grew froman
agricul ture-based village of 700 to a | ar%e rranufacturln% town, with a
popul ation of 1,643 by 1800 and 8, 110 by 1850. ~The |eather industry,
established inthe 1730s, grewrapidly and gave Peabody an industrial
(E)i;aracter which enphasized its separate identity fromthe still-agricultural
nvers.

The religious character of the area was al so chan%i ng inthe late 18th-early
19th century. The liberalism which developed within the Congregational
Churches of the Standing Qrder in New England wvas g?ai ning strength, and by
1805 had caused the split between the Congregational Church and what cane t o
be called Unitarianism Between 1805 and 1835, approxinately 1/3 of the
Congregat i onal churches i n Massachusetts had becone Unitarian; in other cases
groups split off fromthe main congregation and forned their own churches. In
Peabody, on January 1, 1825, "a conpany of 15 gentlenen assenbl ed...to confer
together as t othe organization of a newreligious society in South Danvers,
which should be in harnony with the sentinents known as Unitarian". 1825 was
the year inwhich the Arerican Unitarian Associationwas organized, and towns
all over Naw England were mrroring the events in P6abod"g*ghjjf ™), )"
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was incorporated, inJione of 1825 an appointed ccsttntteereported plans for
the new church, which was to be "outwardly simlar t o the church in Lynn, and
with interior arrangenents |ike those of Rev. M. Coleman's church i n Saleni.
Construction was begun shortly thereafter, andwas finishedinJuly 1826, at a
total cost of $8,734.00.

The founders and nenibers of the original congregation included nany prom nent
citizens of Peabody. Abner Sanger and Benjanm n Goodridge, two nen who were
successful inthe tanning industry, paid for the cost of buildingthe cellar
in exchange for allowing themt ostore hides initsfor aperiod of ten
years. Leverett Saltonstall and Benjamin Merrill, twosuccessful lawers i n
the area presented an Aaron Wl ardclock which was placed in the

auditorium The cost of construction was covered by selling pew subscriptions
to the original congregation.

The church buildingwas dedicated July 26, 1826, and the pulpit was

tenmporarily Sl splied by M. Acxizo Hill. InApril of 1827 a church was formed
of 71 nenbers, and the Reverend Charles Seawal | of Dedhamwas installed as
Pastor. The congregation grew with Peabody; as the tanning industry
flourished, the town grewprosperous, and so did the church. The introduction
of steamboilersandthe inventionof the splitting machine revolutionized t he
| eather production in 1840; by 1855 it had becone the town's chief industry
with other 27 tanneries inoperation. The growth of the town pronpted
agitation for ahigh school t oserve the area, and i n 1850 one was established
in asmll, one-story buildingat the rear of the church, which had once been
used as a chapel or vestry. Inthe first year 25 pupils attended class there,
and inensuing years the class grewto43.

A severe fire vrSichswept Peabody i n 1843 and "threatened at timesthe
destruction of the entire center of Peabody" did spread t othe church
building, but serious damage was prevented by "strenuos and daring exertions
of a fewpeople who held their dangerous positionon itsroof until the peril
was averted.”

In 1855 the twotowns that nake up Danvers Township separated, andwere
incorporated as Danvers and South Danvers. At this time the high school was

relocated t o a newhbuil dingdesigned t oserve as the Town Hall. The building
at the rear of the church becane a dwelling, andwas |ater noved t o Washi ngt on
Street. In 1868, the town of South Danvers voted t o change it snhane t o

Peabody, after t hefanous philanthropist George Peabody, a native of the
area. In My of the sane year, construction was begun on a new dhapel at the
rear of the church. The chapel was coirjileted i n Cct ober 1869, the whole
expense being assuned by the Ladi es Association of the parish.

continued
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The prosperity of Peabody during this period is attested to by the major
renovations undertaken in 1872. The original temple-front Greek Revival
building was remodelled in the then-popular Italianate style. It was at this
time that the portico was enclosed and an entry porch containing a new
vestibule was added to the front facade. The large windows on the north and
south were modified, and Italianate decorative elements incorporated. The
interior of the church was completely reconstructed; the gallery was removed
and the auditorium remodeled and refitted. The cost of these renovations,
$15,000, surpassed the cost of the original building, and were paid in full by
the congregation. During the renovation services were held in the new chapel.
The church was rededicated following the renovations; the sermon at the
re-opening was delivered by Edward Everett Hale. A new organ was installed in
1886 and the following year the bellfry was improved and a new bell installed.

Peabody and the First Unitarian Church flourished throught the remainder of
the 19th century and for the first decades of the 20th century. In 1927 a
small entrance porch was added on the north elevation. In 1939, the church
was painted white and clapboards were repaired.

Support for the church dwindled in the 1940s as Peabody's population became
predominantly Catholic. Of the more than 20 protestant churches in Peabody,
the Episcopalian and Congregational Churches remained the strongest, while the
Unitarian Church began to flounder. In 1945 it merged with the First
Universalist Church of Peabody and became a federated church in 1947, with
services to be held at the First Unitarian Church. The congregations,
however, continued to erode and the location of the members shifted to
Danvers. In 1965 the Peabody church united with the church in Danvers to
become the North Shore Unitarian Universalist Church. Services were held in
Peabody while a new church was being constructed in Danvers; when it was
completed in September of 1967 the First Unitarian Church was vacated.

Presently, the church building is residential in use. Rehabilitation included
the careful and faithful restoration of the exterior. All significant
exterior features have been preserved. The new white iron railings across the
upper half of the windows, and the shades at the lower half, are interior
fixtures which indicate the new use within. The new floow level is not
visible from the exterior.

continued
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The interior treatment is characterizedby retention of details and nost
partitions, but naor spaces have been subdivided. The auditoriumhas been
subdi vided into multiple units, with new floor levels. All perineter finishes
have been preserved, 1ncluding wndow casings, baseboards and doors. .

A though, thetall open space that historically defined thechurch as neeting
pl ace been subdi vi ded, the nmain entry vestibule retains nost of its
character even though it has been sonewhat shortened by a newwall.
secondary entry hall and stair have al so been preserved, but the sinmlar space
on the south has been altered by theintroduction of a_klltchen bel owthe stair
onthefirst level. Vélls, doors, and finshes of the mnister's quarters in
the south ell have been preserved with a fewpartitions added.

end
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6. Function or Use Fir.~t llnitarian Chi.rrh, Ppahr*Hy, MA

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Rpligious Structure - Church Multiple Dwelling - Condominium

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
foundation unknown
firppk Rpvival walls clapboard
Ma  ianal-f
roof asphalt shingles
other N/A

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Peabody's First Unitarian Church (Park Square Church) displays a combination
of Greek Revival and Italianate elements. In overall form it follows the
classic New England meeting house with its pedimented facade and multi-staged
Steeple all of white painted wood. The entry porch added in 1872 is
Italianate in character, with bold sculptural forms. The tall double doors
are surmounted by a lunette, and are placed beneath a barrel-vaulted roof
which projects from the center of the main facade. The doors are flanked by
paired, incised pilasters; from there the wall on each side curves back to
another pair of pilasters where it joins the main facade. Rectangular windows
set into this curved wall are framed by a simple moulding. A heavy cornice is
supported by brackets, emphasizing the sculptural quality of this portion of
the building. The facade behind the porch is, in contrast, restrained in its
use of ornament. This was the original portico of the church and six columns
are still visible, although the spaces between them are now filled in and
faced with clapboards. The columns terminate in modest molded capitals and
support a plain board architrave and bracketed cornice. A well-proportioned
pediment, also faced in wood clapboards, completes this temple-front facade.

On the north and south elevation are paired round-head windows below an oculus
window, set within a round-arched hood moulding with a projecting keystone.
Four of these are placed between the corner pilaster at the front of the
building and a second pilaster approximately two thirds of the way down the
facade, and date from the 1872 remodeling. The two large windows between this
pilaster and the rear of the building are similar in form but differ slightly
in scale. They are elongated and lack the hood moulding and keystone of the
others. On the north facade a small round-arched window bordered with square
lights is placed mid-way up the facade just beyond the middle pilaster,
corresponding with the interior stair landing. This window is stylistically
different from the others and appears to date from still later renovation of
unknown date

r"See continuation sheet
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Bel ow tihis windowis a small entrance porch, covering the |ower portion of the
pilaster. This porch, whose paired pilasters and sinple pedi nent echo the main
facade, contains twonore snall round-arched w ndows on each side. The double
doors aretopped by a transom of square |ights. A 1906 fhot ograph shows a
smal | bracketed com ce over a single door inthis position; the present porch
was probably added during a 1927 renovation. Onh the south wall thereisa
twD-story rectory wing projecting fromthe facade, and covering tlie | ower
portion of the mddle pilaster. This wing was added i n 1868 and originally
served as a chapel.

The church was originally surnounted by a multiple-stage steeple which was
coirpleted i n 1829, at which time the original bell was installed. A new bell
was installed in 1887. The cubic base of the steeple i s ornamented with
wooden quoi ns and contains an oculus windowi nthe center of its east face.
Qurved brackets support a com ce echoing tliat onthe building below. The
base i sal |l that nowrenains of the original three-stage steeple. The stage
surmounting the base was omanmented with comer colums and round-arched

wi ndows simlar to those onthe north and south elevations. This stage was i n
tum topped by a pyram dal spire. The upper stages of the steeple were
dismant|ed after the bell was removed and relocatedt o the new churchi n
Danvers i n 1967.

The interior of the church i sdivided into several distinct spaces. Qe

enters through a vestibule which leads into the large, two-story auditorium
space occupying nost of the front half of the building. The interior
furnishings of this space, which included wooden pews, a platform pulpit,

choir and organ loft, were dismantled by the congregation when it relocated t o
Danvers. The organ was renoved, and an Aaron W llard clock that had hung i n
the church was presented t othe Peabody Miseum The pilastered wallseind
ceiling i nthis roomhave suffered danage fromwater infilitration in the
years since the building was vacated.

The rear of the main block i sdivided into twofloors. A round-arched door at
the back of the auditoriumopens on a staircase that [eads up t o the second
floor. The roons i ntliis sectionwere used for various purposes throughout
the church's history, andcontainnodistinctive furnishings or trim
Attached t othis portion of the original building i sthe ca. 1868 w ng v*lich
served as a rectory and parishhouse. This wing contained meeting roons, a
dining roomand kitchen. No significant interior details remain inthis
section.

conti nued
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The church has been thevictim of gradual deterioration and decay duringt he
past twenty years. No mgjor work seens t ohave been done t ot he buil ding
since tihe 1939 renovations. A 1954 church visitation report noted that "the
bui | dings arerather ol d and show signs of neglect," due no doubt to the

dwi ndling resources of theparish. The loss of thesteeple i n1967 has been
the nost dramatic change i nt he church's appearance.

Ar chaeol ogy

VWil e no prehistoric sites arecurrentlyrecorded on theproperty, it is
highly likely that sites arepresent. At |east eight sites have been reported
in thegeneral area (within onemle). The physical characteristics of the
property prior t oEuropean settlement nay have nade this an attractive area
for native settlement and subsistence activities. Tidewater from the North
River originally extended t o this area as well as several tributary brooks.
Fol I owing settlenment, nmany of these wetlands were alteredand filled through
ur ban devel opnent, "feny favorable site locations around wetl|ands peripherals
nay have al sobeen altered or destroyed though i tis possible sone sites
survived. Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i nPeabody are poorly
docunented, any survivingsites would be significant. Regional as well as
local significancem ght result from sites found i nthis area and their

possi ble association with sites along Sal emHarbor, Beverly Harbor, and their
tributary river, all known areas of prehistoric period settlenment about two t o
three mles t othenorth and east.

There i salso a potential for significant historic remains ontlie property.
Background research, controlledtesting, and excavation nay help t odeterm ne
whet her or not remains survive from settlement and economc activities which
nmay have pre-dated church construction. Colonial settlement was present i n
this area begining ca. 1626. Cultural remains nay also survive from post-1826
church-related activities which took place on grounds around the structure.
Each of these sources could provide detailedinformtion on the changing
social, cultural, and economc patterns that characterized the devel opment
frcan rural tourban life i nPeabody.
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8. Statement of Significance First Unitarian Church, Peahndy, MA
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

O nationally | | statewide f1j locally
Applicable National Register Criteria Q A QC 11D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) " A QB nc AD e £ NE I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1826-1938 1«77

1927

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The First Unitarian Church in Peabody, built in 1826 is an example of a Greek
Revival church whose mid-19th century overlay of Italianate features reflects
the prosperity and confidence of the Unitarian congregation. The building is
architecturally significant for its fine quality Greek Revival and
Italianate-style detailing. Retaining integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, feeling and workmanship, the First Unitarian Church conveys its
associations with the development of the Unitarian Church in Peabody and the
North Shore area well into the 20th century, thus fulfilling criterion C of
the National Register of Historic Places on the local level.

The history of the First Unitarian Church and its congregation is closely tied
to the history of the town it served. The original village of Brooksby was
settled in 1626; in 1752 it joined with Salem Village (now Danvers) to form
Danvers Township. Although nominally united, the two functioned as separate
towns, and after 1813 each elected its own town officials. During this period
the town, first as South Danvers and then as Peabody, grew from an
agriculture-based village of 700 to a large manufacturing town, with a
population of 1,643 by 1800 and 8,110 by 1850. The leather industry,
established in the 1730s, grew rapidly and gave Peabody an industrial
character which emphasized its separate identity from the still-agricultural
Danvers.

The religious character of the area was also changing in the late ISth-early
19th century. The liberalism which developed within the Congregational
Churches of the Standing Order in New England was gaining strength, and by
1805 had caused the split between the Congregational Church and what came to
be called Unitarianism. Between 1805 and 1835, approximately 1/3 of the
Congregational churches in Massachusetts had become Unitarian; in other cases
groups split off from the main congregation and formed their own churches. In
Peabody, on January 1, 1825, "a company of 15 gentlemen assembled...to confer
together as to the organization of a new religious society in South Danvers,
which should be in harmony with the sentiments known as Unitarian”. 1825 was
the year in which the American Unitarian Association was organized, and towns

all over New England were mirroring the events in Peabodyg”g/itjjfr gjjjojinj™”
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was incorporated, inJune of 1825 an appointed committee reportedplans for

the new church, which was to be "outwardly simlar t othe church i nLynn, and
with interior arrangements |ike those of Rev. M. Colenan's church i nSalent.
Construction was begun shortly thereafter, andwas finished i nJuly 1826, at a
total cost of $8, 734.00.

The founders and nembers of the original congregation included nany prom nent
citizens of Peabody. Abner Sanger and Benjam n CGoodridge, two nen who were
successful i nthe tanning industry, paid for the cost of building the cellar
in exchange for allowing themt ostore hides inits for aperiodof ten
years. Leverett Saltonstall and Benjam n iVterrill, twosuccessful lawersi n
the area presented an Aaron Wllard clock which was placed i nlihe

auditorium The cost of construction was covered by selling pew subscriptions
to the original congregation.

The church building was dedicated July 26, 1826, and the pul pit was
temporarily si*jplied by M. Aonzo Hill. InApril of 1827 a church was forned
of 71 nenbers, and the Reverend Charles Seawal | of Dedhamwas installed as
Pastor. The congregation grewwitli Peabody; as the tanning industry
flourished, the town grew prosperous, and so di d the chiorch. The introduction
of steamboilers and the invention of the splitting nmachine revolutionizedthe
| eat her productioni n 1840; by 1855 it had becone the town's chief industry
with other 27 tanneriesi noperation. The growth of the town pronpted
agitation for ahigh school toserve the area, and i n 1850 one was est abl i shed
in asmll, one-story building at the rear of the church, whicd had once been
used as a chapel or vestry. Inthe first year 25 pupils attended class there,
and i nensuing years the class grewt 043.

A severe fire vdiich swept Peabody i n 1843 and "t hreatened at tines t he
destruction of the entire center of Peabody" di d spread t othe church

buil ding, but serious danage was prevented by "strenuos and daring exertions
of a fewpeople who held their dangerous position onits roof until the peril
was averted.”

In 1855t he twDtowns that nmake up Danvers Township separated, and were
incorporated as Danvers and South Danvers. At this tinme the high school was

relocated to a newbuilding designed t oserve as the Town Hall. The building
at the rear of the church becanme a dwel ling, andwas |ater noved t o Washi ngt on
Street. 1n 1868, the town of South Danvers voted t o change its nane t o

Peabody, after the fanous philanthropist George Peabody, a native of the
area. |InMy of the sane year, construction was begun on a new chapel at tlie
rear of the church. The chapel was conpleted i n Cctober 1869, tihe whole
expense bei ng assuned by the Ladi es Associ ationof the parish.

conti nued
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The prosperity of Peabody during this period is attested to by the major
renovations undertaken in 1872. The original temple-front Greek Revival
building was remodelled in the then-popular Italianate style. It was at this
time that the portico was enclosed and an entry porch containing a new
vestibule was added to the front facade. The large windows on the north and
south were modified, and Italianate decorative elements incorporated. The
interior of the church was completely reconstructed; the gallery was removed
and the auditorium remodeled and refitted. The cost of these renovations,
$15,000, surpassed the cost of the original building, and were paid in full by
the congregation. During the renovation services were held in the new chapel.
The church was rededicated following the renovations; the sermon at the
re-opening wes delivered by Edward Everett Hale. A new organ was installed in
1886 and the following year the bellfry was improved and a new bell installed.

Peabody and the First Unitarian Church flourished throught the renainder of

the 19th century and for the first decades of the 20th century. 1In 1927 a
smal | entrance porch was added on the north elevation. 1n 1939, the church
was painted white and cl apboards wererepaired.

Support for the church dwindled in the 1940s as Peabody' s popul ati on becane
predomnantly Catholic. @ the nore than 20 protestant churches i n Peabody,
the Episcopalian and Congre?au onal Churches remained the strongest, while the
Unitarian Church began toflounder. 1n 19450t nerged with the First

Uni versalist Church of Peabody and becane a federated church in 1947, with
services tobe held at the First Unitarian Church. The congregations,
however, continued to erode and the [ocation of the nenbers shiftedto
Danvers. 1 n 1965 the Reabody church united with the church in Danvers to
becone the North Shore Unitarian Universalist Church. Services were held in
Peabody while a new church was being constructed i n Danvers; when it was

conpl eted in Septenber of 1967 the First Unitarian Church was vacated.

Presently, the church building isresidential inuse Rehabilitation included
the careful and faithful restoration of the exterior. All significant
exterior features have been preserved. The newwhite iron railings acrossthe
upper half of the w ndows, and the shades at the lower half, areinterior
fixtures which indicate the newusew thin. The newfloowlevel is not
visible fromthe exterior.

cont i nued
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The interior treatment i s characterizedby retention of details and nost
partitions, but ngor spaces have been subdivided. The auditoriumhas been
subdi vided into multiple units, with new floor |evels. All perineter finishes
have been preserved, including wndow casings, baseboards and doors. .

A though, thetall open space that historically defined thechurch as neeting
pl ace has been subdi vided, the nain entry vestibule retains nost of its
character even though it has been sonewhat shortened by a newwal |,
secondary entry hall" and stair have al so been preserved, but thesimlar space
on the south has been altered by theintroduction of a kitchen belowthe stair
onthefirst level. \alls, doors, and finshes of the mnister's quarters in
the south ell have been preserved with a fewpartitions added.

end
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A better understanding of the content within which the First Unitarian
church flourished a the time of its 1872 dterations, ad the influences which
leed to those dhanges can be better undersood from an examination of the
city during the period leeding up to, during, axd immediatdy following the
Qvii Wa.

Profile O Pesbbodv As A Town

Pesbody, Massachusatts evolved in the relatively short goece of thirteen
yearsfrom the South Parish of Danwvers to the sgparate municipdity of
South Danversinl855, to the Town of Pegbody in 1868, Matching a steedy
population increese, the valuation of property rose steedily from & million
in 18% to $36 millionin 1830 to $ 38 millionin 1865, to $7.2 million by
1887.

As mentioned earlier in the section, but worth repeeting, the complexion of
the community changed, from a primarily agrarian economy through the
1830sto, a the time o its sgparation from Danvasinl855, an industrial
center primarily devoted to tanning and dhoe ad boot manufacture. The
vaue of manufactured products rose steadily from $ 25 millionin 18%. to
$285 in 1880, to $4.2 millionin 18% where it peeked, remaining Seedy in
the $ 4.2 million range through the early 1830s

While the agricultura output increesed by gpproximately the same 60r.
during the same years, risng from $ 75,000 in 18% to $120,000 in 1880 the

percantage o total town revenue generated by agricultura pursuits, became
lessad less sgnificant.

state Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conmission
July 25, 1989
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In his definitive History of Essal County Massachusetts published in 1883,
D. Hamilton Hurd wrote: "The town of Pesbody hes continued the process of
devdopment begun hdf and century ago, and hes become distinctly a
manufacturing town. Large numbers of operatives, many of them of foreign
birth, labor inthe various factories..."" The generd agoect of the town is
uggedtive of athriving active and successful busness community, with
may evidences of cultivated tage and judgement in the dwdlings on the
principa streets, and manifedations of an enlightened public spirit ssn in
excdlent greets, commodious and well-kept public buildings and schodl

By the mid 1880s the town contained, in addition to its 27 tanneries, 24
currying shaps (hide preparation prior to tanning), 13 skin lining shops, 12
boot and doe manufacturers, 4 glue factories, alag factory ( producing
wooden e mould), and a woolen miil...dl relating ane way or ancther toa
dightly unglamorous business spectrum of animd by-products, but a
profitable niche inthe industry of eestern Massachusdatts nonethdess

Although in 1830 leather workers earned an average of $ 375/yr. compared
to the $225 annud wage of shoe workers, locd histories record two
"extengve drikes' anong men employed inthe manufecture of legther in
the town, one in 1863 and ancther, laging seven months, in 1886.

The percantage of "foreign born™ or immigrant labor was relatively amdl in
Pesbody a the time however (827 out of atotal population of 6.500. or 1226
in 1860), afar andler percentagethan in some of the sateslarger industria
centerslike Al River, Lowdl and Lavrence. On bdance, the assmilation of
Immigrant groups does not figure prominently into the annds of Pegbody, a
town in which the native population ssansto have adgpted, without the
nesd for massveinfusion of chegp immigrant labor, inits transition to
manufacturing.
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By the years just after the Civil War, Pegbody was becoming, not only an
important manufaauring center, but dso a suburb. According to Hurd,
"many o the heeds o families are oocupied during the day in Bogton, the
facilities of railroad communication making the town aconvenient place of
resdence for such as do not wish, or cannot afford tolive in the city [of
Bogon)."

In 1865 thefirst geam fire engine was bought, a Button engine purchesed a
the cog of $ 3.500. Four years later, in 1869, the largest cemetery Cadler .
Grove, covering 136 aores, was purchasad by the City for $5,000.

Pegbody's growth during the period is dso reflected in its infrastructure.
The town water supply, for indance, until 1850 provided through a seriesof
hollowed-out wooden logs wes upgraded in that year by the installation of
iron pipe, and agan in 1867 when the town laid cament pipeswith 16"
feeders to accommodate the growing damand by industry and residents.

Pegbody of the 2d and 3d quarters of the 19th century, was atown in
transformation, rapidly onitsway to becoming a thriving city built on an
econoimy which was, das anvsin the caee of  many other textile and
leether centers in New England, to vanish inthe 2d and 3d quarters of the
20th century.

Effect On Housss O Worship:

The quarter-centur/ between 1850 and 1875 witnessed a sudtained
commitment to upgrading and modifying protestant houses of worship -
noteworthy in Pegbody as areflection of the vitahty which cut aoossthe
industrial and mercantile sectars of the town hfe. Following is abrief, but
telling summary of the dnangesto the three other mgor churches in the
town & the time:.. They place in much dearer comparative focus, the changes
mede to the First Unitarian Church during the same period.
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The Argt Universdist Parish of Pesbody (formerly the Ssoond Universdist
Sodety of Dawverg) dtered its 1835 Grek Revivd church building in 1867,
when the Sodety "voted to remodd the church..in a thorough manner a an
expenzof $ 9,000' (1). The church wes rededicated in 1868. 1n 1873 the
Sodety remoddled itsvestry, spending an additiona $ 1,200. 1n 18/ the
Universdigs spent $2,500 more to literally raise their church building off
the ground "to give mare height to the vesiry and to improve the
entrancs'(2).

The Seoond Congregationd church of Danvers (South Parish) was Pegbody's
oldest parigh, its church building origindly congructed in 1811. The building
was torn downin 1836, and replaced by anew church building. A new
parsonage was added to the church complex in 1869. Changesto the Saood
Congregationd church continued. In 1830 "extensve changeswere mecke to
the interior of the church" according to Hurd.

Asan interesting adde, we know that the Firg Unitarian Church a Park
Square had offered the use of its then quite new (1828) building to the
Congregationdids in 1834 while their new church wes being congtructed.
Interestingly, the Congregationahds spurned the offer, deciding ingead to
meat in acramped, makeshift hall

To alessr extent the Mehodids were not immune to the competition, for in
1859 their own 1836 church structure wes "raised up and remoddled”; in
1863 aSevans dodck was placed in the tower o the church, and anew bell
was ingtaled; in 1868 the sodety purchasad a parsonage on Sewd | Street for
$ 2 thousand. Further improvements and modificationsto the Methodist
medting house continued on into the 18805 including remode ling the vestry

in 1876, and anew organ in 1879. In 183 the Stevens dock was replaced by
anew Howad dock

1" Hurd, D.H. History Of Essex Co. Vol 2., page 1023
2. ibid, page 1030
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While there is no hard evidence to subgtantiateit, one might easly condude
from the frenzy of church building and remoddling of the period, that in
addition to the competition for the salvation of souls, there was a certain
ungpoken sodd competition assodaed with church parishes during the
period between 185 and the end of the century.

Thesefacts concerning the physcd manifestations of Pegbody's religiouslife
ae of relative indgnificance today; however they underscore and reflect the
rapidity with which the community was quickly evolving, and gaining
importance as a manufacturing community in the regiona economy.

These ubiquitous remoddlings and retrofits of the towns protestant parishes
during the period dso suggests agenerd perception of ongsreligious
aflhation as integral to ane scivic persona: indead it would ssam that
religion in Pegbody during those years, or a leest Protestantism, was a
virtual competition to see which parish could out soad the others.

The architecture of the old medting houses espedidly inthe cagesof thefour
Protestant denominations, was clearly not sacrosanct to their congregations.
Today, with 100 years hindsght and our gppreciation for the smplicity of an
earher erg, we regard pristine dasscd revival church buildings es
quintissentialy "New England”. Inthe 1880sand '70's, Pegbbody was in a
dae of profound change, economicdly, soddly, and one may infer,
religioudy. The parishes of that period hed no s3.Mimege of quaintness, nor
quams about fundamental dhange to exising church structures. |n fact, the
drastic dhanges wiiich took placein dl three o the mgor Protestant housss
o worship reflect a dynam.isn and forward-looking attitude which is

difficult for us to gauge today.
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As an historical footnote, it should be mentioned that the Romen Cathdlic
population of Pegbody, then growing through the immigration of Irish and
Italian labor for the tanning and doeindudtries, had nochurch a al in
Pegbody until 1879 when . John's Church parish was dedicated. By far the
largest church structure in Pegbbody when completed, S John's
accommodated 1.200 worshippers & mass Condructed of "'brick with
granite trimmings’, . John's bacame, and remains to this day. the largest
rdigious structure in Pesbody.

The Episcopahans. d<o laie-comers in the devdlopment of organized religion
in Peebody, were not to erect ther first church until 1877.

The Influence O Gaarge Pegbodv:

Although difficult to prove empiricaly, one underlying explanationfor the
devdopment of an unusudly Sngular community identity in the decade
following the Civil War, was the impact of the benefactions of Gearge

Pegbody, international financier and the town's mog famous son.  Pegbody,
who founded the predecessor firm to the House of Morgan, wes, a thetime

of his degth in 1870, sad to be the richest manin the world, having a fortune
exceading $ 8 million. In 1883 the town of South Danvers formally adopted
the name of Pegbody in his honor.
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Gaorge Peabody hed been bornin town, as one of ten children inafamily of
relative poverty. Although he left South Danvers a an early age and spent
his productive years aoroad, Gaorge Pegbody retained alagting affeaion for
the town of his birth, and, over the years he lavished benefactions onit. The
Pegbody Institute of South Danvers, more recently known smply as the
Pesbody | ngtitute, was endowed with more than $ 200,000 from Pegbody
during the 1850s and "@08.

His English benefactions to establish housing for the poor, and giftsto the
southern gtates of the US to promote education of blacks, totdled over $ 4
million.. Although difficult to fathom in our own age of popular cynicism
toward big busness, Pegbody was lionized on two continents as embodying
the loftiest of human virtues. At the time of his deeth, his body wes
accompanied from England on Quean Victorids orders, by aroya prince for
burial in Pegbody, and crowds numbering i n the thousands gathered for the
rites.

Gaorge Pesbody'sfascinating life no doubt touched every citizen of the town,
and dthough his presencewas not felt on adally beds it is reesonadle to
assumethat the wordly nature of his activities, imparted a somewhat larger
vision to the town's inhabitants ad ther ingtitutions. However unglamorous
its manufacturing bese Pedbody, Masachusatts was no parociiial backwater.
Nat surprisngly, the town's churches condtitute the best sngle manifestation
of "lofty" community sdlf-imege.

UImmary Staement:

In summary, Pegbody's First Unitarian Church a Park Square, now the
oldest surviving ecdesadticd building in the town, was not unique in its
radica changefrom, ample Grek Revivd temple to Victorian amagameation.
On the contrary, it was only one of four churches with asmilar evolutionary
history.
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The merefact of its survival however, mekes it unique today asthe lagt of
the churches of its day, and the only one | eft as alegacy from the mogt
fertile and energetic era in Pegbody's history.

9. Additional Bibliographical References
The Wizard (newspaper) Issuesof 1865-'67
The Pesbodv Press (newspaper) Issues of 1868-75

Hurd, D. Hamilton, Hisorv & Ess=x Countv. Ma&achusetts Vol 2, JW. Lewis
and Co. Philadelphia, PA 1888
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For First Unitarian Church O Peabody NRHP Nom nation

From Historv O Essex County, Vol . 2, by D Hamilton Hurd

RECEPTION TO CGEORCE FEABODY  October 9,1856 with large parade passing through Pesb
Square.

THE PFEABODY INSTITUTE AT THE TIME GF THE ADRESS CF WELCOME.

CEORCE FEABODY addressing his fellow citizens at Reception of 1855.
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference Nunber: 88001091 Date Listed; 09/18/89
First Unitarian Church Essex MA
Property Ncune County State

Mul tiple Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nati on docunentation
subject tothefollow ng exceptions, exclusions, or amendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

Signature of t he Keeper Date of Action
Arended Items i n Nom nation:

Section 8: Criteria considerations

Criteria exception A i sapplicable fortheproperty'sprevious
religious ownership and function.

This information was confirmed with AnnTait, Acting National
Register Director, MASHPQ by telephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wi thout nom nation attachment)
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
First Unitarian Church Essex, 88001091
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X _Photographs (#5)

_USGS WVap
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M. Frederick W Lyman
American Landmarks, Inc.

72 Broad Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02110

Re: Park Street Church, 7 Park Street, Peabody, Massachusetts
Project Nunmber: 10410NA

Taxpayer's ldentification Nunber: 22-2495066

Dear M. Lyman:

This is inresponse to your letter of January 26, 1987, and in
further reference to the Decenber 15, 1986, request for an
administrative review of the decisionof theM d-Atlantic
Regional Office, National Park Service that the rehabilitation
of the property referenced above does not neet the Secretary of
the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation. The request for
an administrative review was mnade pursuant to Department of the
Interior regulations (36 GR 67.10) for purposes of Federal
historic preservationtax incentives contained in the Internal
Revenue Code. As you know, such reviews are performed at the
discretion of the Chief Appeals Officer

At this time the Park Street Church is not yet listed in the
National Register of Historic Places, and i tis ny
understanding that the nom nation is not presently schedul ed
for subm ssion to the State Review Board until Septenber

Al though | recognize that availability of the 25 percent
investment tax credit is predicated on "certified historic
structure" designation, given the full schedule of appeals in

the com ng nonths, | have decided not to act on your request
until such time as the Park Street Church is actually nom nated
to the National Register by the State. | do note, however

that the Internal Revenue Service rulemaking, 26 QR Part 1,
permts claimng the credit prior to receipt of final
certification from the Secretary of the Interior.



M. Lyman

As soon as thebuilding islisted i ntheNational Register,
will proceed with processing your client's request for an
appeal . I ntheneantime, you may wi sh to contact the
Massachusetts Historical Conmm ssion about expediting the
presentation of thenomnation to the State Review Board.

Sincerely,

(sgd) Ernest A. Connally

Ernest Allen Connally
Chief Appeals Officer

cc: Mr. Charles F. Saunders
vice President
Charing Cross Corporation
P.O. Box 3488
83 Pine Street

Boston, Massachusetts 01961-3488
SHPO-MA

bcc: MARO-Stevenson

SOL-Hanslin, Main Interior, Room 6540

Dr. Connally, 1100 L St., Room 2113

001-Reading File 001-Mott 400-Reading File

424-Siler

424-BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 424
_FNP:SBLUMENTHAL :skb:2/6/87:34 3-9 593 (ITT "Lyman")
Filed: H4215(Specific)



The Commonwedth of M assachusdts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michadl Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusatts Historical Commission
Vdeie A. Tdmege

Executive Director

Sale Historic Preservation Officer

July 29, 1987

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed youwill find the following nomination forms:

Boston (Charlestown), Francis B. Austin House, 58 High Street
Needham, Robert Fuller House, 3 Burrill Lane
Peabody, First Umtarian Church, 7 Park Street

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the state Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending
state Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached
to the nomination form.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friecherg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Enclosure

80 Boylson Stret, Boston, Massachuseits 02116 (617) 727-8470



June 3, 1.980

Ms. Crro.i Sl

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnment of Interior

P.Q Box 37127

Washington. DC 20013-7127

Dear .M. Shull;

Encl osed please find therevised nomnation forms fortlie follov/ing
properties, which uere returned byyour office fortechnical and substantive
corrections;

Becket, North Becket Historic District, I*in, Hi gh, and Pleasant Streets
(please note tliat photographs doreflect current condition of buildings within
the district)

Boston (Charlestown), Francis B. Austin House, 58High Street (HPCA#1035a-1A)
Boston, Tenple Place Historic District, 11--55 26-56 Tenple Place

Cam:)ridge (MRAamendnent), Blarvard Square Historic District (Boundary Increase)
Chrl copee, Thomas C Page ffciuse, 105East Street

Peabody, First Unitarian Church, 7 Park Street (HPCA #1G110MA

Al corrections have been nmade, as requested. Please contact ne if youliave
any further questions.

Sincerely,

Bet sy Fri edberg
Ifetional Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion lyir I~ jQg

Massachusatt-s Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tamage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



United Sates Dgoartmantt of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

PO. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127

IN REPLY REFER TO:

H32(413)
AG 18198

Ms. Valerie A Tal mage

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
80 Boylston Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02116

Dear Ms. Tal mage:

Qur review of thenom nation of theFirst Unitarian Churchi n
Peabody t ot heNational Register of Historic Places has been
concl uded.

After careful evaluation of thenom nation documentation we have
concluded that theproperty does not neet t heNational Register
criteria forevaluation, because of itsloss of historic
integrity over time. The church was originally constructed i n
1826 i nt heGreek Revival style and subsequently substantially
remodel led with Italianate detailing 1 nl1872. The 1872
remodelling included thefilling I nof theoriginal entrance
portico, theaddition of a newvestibule and entrance, t he
alteration of t hew ndows, theaddition of Italianate decorative
elements, and "the interior was completely reconstructed; the
gallery was removed and t heauditorium remodeled and refitted.”
Other nore mnor alterations areindicated i nt he documentation
from 1927 and 1939. 1 n1967, thechurch suffered another series
of alterationswhen itsinterior furnishings (includingthepews,
the pulpit, thechoir and organ loft, theorgan, and theclock),
two sections of itsthree-part bell tower, and its steeple were
removed upon t hecongregation's nove t o Danvers.

Recently thechurch was rehabilitated and i snow usedf or

mul tiple unit housing. During therecent rehabilitation project,
the interior was altered once again by t hesubdivision of space
both horiziontally and vertically through theinsertionof a floor
level into thealready reduced auditorium space and t he insertion
of new, additional roompartitions. The rehabilitation worki s
characterized as "thefaithful restorationof theexterior...and
the retention of details and nost partitions" on the interior.
However, theonly interior space described as having retained
most of itscharacter i sthevestibule, "even though it has been
sonewhat shortened by a newwall." | ti sour opinion thatthe
cumul ative effect of theaforementioned alterations has resulted
in theloss of thechurch's historic integrity of design,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association.



The property has been subjected to so nmany |ayers of alteration
that it clearly does not retain integrity from the 1826 period
The nomi nation documentation does not justify the 1872
remodelling as a particularly significant alteration on its own
merit, nor does i tjustify the architectural significance of the
church as a particularly good exanple of an evolutionary amal gam
reflective of distinctive architectural trends over a continuous
period of significance from 1826 to 1938. O the exterior, the
church does not clearly represent a significant exanple of any
specific period(s) or architectural style(s), but rather i tisa
combi nation of individual decorative elements and features from
various periods, none of which are documented as particularly
significant within the context of Peabody's historic
architectural development. O the interior, the church has [|ost
all senblance of what historicallyconstituted its character-
defining features through its subdivision and alteration. The
combi nati on of the complete loss of the church's historic
interior spaces, the nunerous exterior alterations, and the
property's new use as condom niunms has destroyed the property's
ability to convey historic or architectural significance

It we can provide any further information, please | etus know.

Sincerely,

Carol D  Shul

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
Interagency Resources Division

Encl osure
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January 26, 1989

Carol D. Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

RE First Unitarian Church, Peabody, Massachusetts

Dear M. Shul |:

| am writing at the request of Frederick P. Lyman of American Landmarks Inc.,
preservation consultant for the owners and developers of the First Unitarian
Church, Peabody. Mr. Lyman is appealing the decision of the National Register
staff that the nominated property does not meet the National Register criteria
for evaluation because of its loss of integrity over time.

Massachusetts Historical Commission staff and the State Review Board of the
MHC believe that the property possesses both historic and architectural
significance, and that it does retain integrity. The building holds strong
associations with the development of Unitarianism in Peabody and is the oldest
extant church in the city. It is a good example of ecclesiastical
architecture, an amalgam of Greek Revival and lItalianate styling; the addition
of features in the latter style 45 years after initial construction reflects
the prosperity of the congregation and the city in the decades following the
Civil War. Finally, despite certain changes to its interior during its period
of significance, the building's exterior remains essentially unchanged since
its 1872 updating, save for the addition of an entry porch in the 1920s and
the loss of its steeple in the 1960s. Therefore, ML staff feels that the
building continues to retain integrity of location, design, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association.

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, Siate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



| urge the National Register staff toreconsider itsrejection of this
property for listing i nthe National Register of Hstoric Pl aces.

Sincerely,

aywv
Valerie A Tal nage . _
Sate Hstoric Preservation Officer
Executive Director o
Massachusetts H storical Gonmssion

cc: Frederick P Lynan



Office of the Mayor

Debra S. MacGregor Dwell Street
Administrative Assistant body, MA 01960
7) 532-3000

Paa CUatgan

January 30, 1989

M, Jerry Rogers

Keeper of t he National Register
P. 0. Box 37127

Washi ngton, O C 20013-7127

Dear M, Rogers:

| amwriting t oexpress ny support for areversal of the
decision by t he National Park Service t o reject the application
to [ist 7 Park Street, Peabody, Massachusetts (Park Square
Church) i nthe National Register of Historic Places,

From a very practical standpoint, | want t opoint out thatthe
Park Street/Park Square neighborhood has been thetarget for
special revitalization consideration since 1985. The adaptive
re-use of thechurch, which was a vacant andderelict structure
and an eyesore t ot hedowntown core for nany years, was long a
priority of theCity's redevel opment program |t appears t one
that although theinterior hasbeen changed, theexterior still
retains itsarchitectural andhistorical integrity, and the
church i scertainly theoldest intheCity,

Architecturally, thechurch hasbeen cited as "a good exanpleof
19th century Geek Revial andItalianate detailing with strong
associations t ot hedevel opment of Unitarianism i n Peabody,"
There i s no doubt that thebuildi néq i sof great local
significance and an asset t o our downtown core area.

Again, | urge your reconsideration t oplace this inportant
property onthe National Register,

Sincerely

Peter Tori M an, Myor
aTy - PEABY

PT: MRP: ni



American Landmarks, Inc.

Invesrmenl and Development Consultants for Historic Properties

AN<j™M) AFFEAL MEMCRANDUM >0/ /.
DATE Februay 31989 t)*'AA
SUBECT: Firg IJnitarian Qiurch, 7 Park Street, Pegbody, Massachusetts
TO: Mr. Jerry Rogas Ms Cad Shull et ds
FROM: Frederick W. Lyman

A full architectura description of the First Unitarian Church, and astatement
of its sgnificancewere provided in our initial NRHP nomination of March
1985, and in updated materids furnished by the Massachusatts Higtorical
Commisson. Accordingly, they needn't be re-read verbatim here. What |
would like to presant is acarefully-consdered regponse to Ms Shuil's denid
letter of August 18,1988 which will, we hope, have abearing on your
deliberation, and ultimately contribute to the listing of the First Unitarian
Church building of Pegbody Massachusttsto the Nationd Regiser of Historic
Heces

The crux of the issueisreally two-fold.

1) While the effects of the recent rehabilitation were brought into question,
NFS feds that the building logt itsintegrity by benefit of dterations in 1872,
1927 and 1965 previous to the recent rehabilitation of 198. and, therefore

2.) cannot now convey historic or architectural sgnificance sufficient to
warrant listing.

Specificadly, wewish to regpond in acongructive way to Satements mede
by Ms Shull inher denid letter as follows:

In paragrgph 1 Ms Shull gates the church was originally congtructed in
1826 in the Gresk Revivd syle and subsequently substantialy remode led
with Italianate detalling in 1872'. Later in paragraph 4 on pege 2. Ms Shull
goss on to say that the documentation 'does not justify the 1872 remodelling
& aparticularly sgnificant alteration on its own merit".

We believe on the contrary, that the church actualy metamorphosed from a
dmple Grek Revivd structure in 1872, taking on awhole new identity a

72 Broad Street Boston, Massachusetts 02110 (617) 423-0766
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theat time This issupparted by the recant discovary o a transribed address
by Reverand Jdn W. Hudsn an July 231876. Acoarding to Hudsm, then
the pagar, the dhanges which tak placein 1872 the churdh's fiftieth
anniversary - ware "S15000 - far geste than that o the origna church'.
The origna church hed aodt $ 8,734, anly dightly mare than hdf the oogt o
the 18722 "ranaddling’. Such a dramdic trandormation o the church was
in fact a dear reflection d the ponverful surge in Pegbady taking place a
theat time The dty was anagng fram its goartan cdonid Yankee roas and
architedura auderity, afta yearsd a rdativdy datic local exonamy, into a
rabud, multi-ethnic indudrial cante reflective d the vitality ad
architectura dynamian d pog Civil Wer indudrial America Pesbody was
rapidly beooming ane d the largest tanning centers in Nath America,
providing aured lesther to the preeminent dhoe indudry d the Marimec
Rive valley, ad its Unitarian congregation wanted to be a part o this new
vitahty.

Ms Shull condudes by dosarving, " an the exterior, the church doss na
dearly rgoresmt a sgnificant example d any spedfic period(9 o
architectura gylg(s), but rathe isa combinaion o individual deoorative
daments ad features fram various peiods'. With all due regpect we wauld
differ by dosarving that the churdh gands today as a uniquedy beautiful
arndgam d theeerhea very ample Grek Revival, overlaid with

wonde fully raoud ItalJanate deoorative devioss The beautifully
propartioned and ddalled entry vestibule is to my mind, really an exquiste
architedtural compastion in its omn right. The paired round heed sash,
aurmaunted in eech case by an ocaulus window, the degply indsad ashlar o
the degple basg and ather ddailing fram the 1872 recondrudion, cambine
with the earlier 1826 tample fom to areate a building d aurprisng vitality
and architedtura merit.

In fact | ganuindy beheve the reault d this marriage d gylesis an
exagotiond piece d ardhitedure - ane unigue to my knomMedge - in the
Bodon area. Mareove', the madifications were carried aut with sudh golarnb
that, even thaugh the archited is nat recorded, the desgn was thewak  a
genuine meda o the professon.
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| beheve the phaay gohs we have braught $how the building to best
advantage, and that convardy, the prerenabiUtation phaiog gphs which
acoompeanied the initial nomination do nat do judice to the building as a
achesve architetura entity.

With respett to the interior, Ms Shull dosarves on pace ae d ha ldter,
that the church logt integrity over time amag aha reasons because in
1872 the "interiar was compledy recondruded”’. Subsquently, "in 1967
"the durdh auffered andhe syies d dtaations when its interior
furnishings ... were ranoved upon the congregation's move to Danves™

We redize that the recant rehabilitation was a prdound one but we a0
beheve that Ms Shull's dosvation regarding a loss o inteyrity to the
interior in 1967 are gamane Accardingy, | fdt as the conaultant, and after
mudh dehberation with the Massachusdts Higoricad Cammissan's NRHP ad
Technical Sarvices gaffs that the loss o interior integrity would parmit
dternative us d the building for resdences while na irregparably

damegng the building's overall sgnificance and digbility far the Regder.
This was a dehcate baance to be drudk, but there was a consanaus an this at
the gate levd which dlonved the prget to proosd, and far the dhurch
building to be saved.

An important factor in this complicated equation is that the rehabilitation of
the church building for residences saved it from almost certain arson and/or
demohtion. The pre-rehabihtation photographs taken in 1985 clearly show
thebuilding to have been in extremis.

If ane aocogpts the tetimony d the Massadhusdts Higoricdl Canmissn and
the City d Peebady, the building isd mga local Sgnificance bath
higorically and asa universally-known loca landmark. It was the
availability d the invesment tax aredit far certified rehabihtation which
dimulated the dhurdi's mare recant rehabihtation.

As peatinent backgaund for evaluating the effect d the recant
rehabihtation, you shauld know that in 1981 the City d Pesbody actively
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sohdted a grant far edabUdmant d a didrict with the church asits
canterpiece (Appandix A) The Massachusdts Hidoricd Cammisson
regponded with its goinion that the Park Square Churdh and surrounding
naghbarhood was "' quite intact and gppearsto med the Nationd Regse
aitaid’. (Appadix B) Due to the ladk o available funding the digrict could
na be naminated, and the dty activdy partidpated in the sserch for a
purchase for the churd by then it a date d near loss through
agbandonment and negedt. (Itsprevious use had bean as a darage
warehouse far the Bosgan Opga Ca dage ss)(Phao *12) The date
warked dosdy with the purdhass, Charing Crass Carp, and with us as thar
congultant, hi devdgping a plan for the rehabihtation which it fdt bah me
the Sandards and Nationd Regdea evduation criteria. In fad knommng that
bath had to be satidied m arder to meke the prged a reahty. we conduded
medtings with bath the NRHP and Tedhnical services daffs @ the date leve
The NRHP daff requeted a numba d dhanges to the basc plan, maot
importantly the rdocation d bedraoms to the basamant levd o asto leave
in tadt an unusualy sgnificant rodf framing sysem. (See phaos® 10 and 11)

(Carrespondance Appendices C, D ad E).

Thus we aame to yau taday, na with some after-thefat effort to
aammanaae a building and to vahdate a rehabihtation for the mvestmant
tax aredits doneg but with a ganuine ssnse 0 benilderment that the process
aould have ge adray.

| degply beheve that thiswas and remainsa building desarvhig o
recognition by the Regdea. Asa presarvation condultant | have pasonahy
upeavisd the inventary o severa thousand buildings and the hding o
sveara hundred. | redizethat thisisonly a anah fradion o the numbe o
buildings the Chid d Regdration and ha daff have overseen, and | dona
presant mysdf as anything mare than a wdJ-educated consultant ad
committed preservationid.

We ak you to recongde the meritsd the Firg Unitarian Church as a
unique and beautiful evdutionary buildmng meding ariterion C. We ak that
you congdde the araumganoss o its recant pad and the high likdihood that
the building would have bean logt to higary atoggha hed nat the recent
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resdential converdon taken place Fnaly, ad further, we ak that you
weagh the requedts d the Unitarian-Univer salig Assodation o Ameica, the
City o Pesbody and the Massachusdts Hidaricd Commissan (Appendices F,
G ad H) for recognition o the drudure unde criterion A, asan impartant
landmark m the City d Pesbady and an impoartant ecdesadtical building to
the devdgomant d the Unitarian-Universahd faith in Massachusdts

We dand ready to ansva any questions you may have and to provide you
with whatever additiond data are nesdad to provide a foundation far a
dedson to indudethe Firg Unitarian Churdh an the Nationd Regder.

Thank you.



APPENO X A

Decenber 20, 1984

Ms. Valerie A Tal nage

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
80 Boylston Street

Boston, M\ 02116

Dear M. Tal mage:

The Peabody Historical Commssion i sinterested i ncompleting a
historical survey forthePark Street area i nour downtown. The
area i slargely intact and includes some interesting public and
private buildings.

Peabody's Community Devel opment Department will conpletethe
survey with thehelp of thelocal Historical Comm ssion and
Society. Qur goal 1 storegister thearea as a National Historic
District. There arepotentially sonme taxact projectsinthe area

W would |like toget underway as soon as possible. Thank you
for your help.

Ricrr-~l S*hggins, Chairr
Peabody Historical Corllmssion



APPENDIX B.

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

June 8, 1981

Paul Bracciotti, Coordinator
Communi ty Devel opnent Depart nent
City Hall

Peabody, MA 01960

Dear Paul :

It was apleasure toneet with youlast week t oreview the National

Regi ster potential of Peabody's downtown and t he Park Square and

VWashi ngt on Street nei ghborhoods. As we discussed, T do not Jaelieve

that the dowtow would beeligible asadistrict although T do think

that a fewindividual buildings such as the Sutton BlocL couldbe

listed. Theother twoareas arequite intact and awear toneet the
National Register criteria. | amenclosing naps with suggested boundaries
al though these nmay change sonewhat based onfurther research. | hope

that thecity will beable tohire aprnfessional t oprepare nomnation
forns and perhaps t odevel op apreservation plan for thedowntown area.

It you have any questions please |et ne know Thank you for the publica-
tions onPeabody and t he articles.

Sincerely,

Candace . Jeiikins

Registratifon Director

Massachusetts Historical Commi ssion
CJ/ pb

Encl osur es






APPENDIX .C

The Commonwedlth of Massachustts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

M assachusetts Historical Commission
Valerie A. Tamage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

Noventer 4, 1985

Frederick Lynan

Aneri can Landnarks I nc.
167 MIk Street

Bost on, M\ 02109

Dear Fred,

The Massachusetts Hstorical Gmmssion staff has reviewed the naterial you
submtted for the First Unitarian Church on Park Street in Peabody. As you
know there has been sone confusion as towhether the Mssachusetts
Hstorical CGonmssion staff had ever said that the property was eligible. |
have encl osed a copy of Julie Johnson's letter toCaudia DePaola of the
Peabody Gonmuni ty Devel opnent of fice on the subject. W had expected that
the questions inthe letter would be answered before a National Register
nomnation was submtted, so that ve could conpl ete the eligibility opinion
process.

As it happens, the National Register prepared by Katherine Boonin has
ansvered nost of the questions that MC staff had about the property, and we
fﬁel ;]hat the nomnation denonstrates the historical significance of the
church.

However, the nomnation and photographs subnmtted of the church raise
inportant questions about the inte?my of the building. Asyou know a
property nust return integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor knanshi p, feeling and association. Wile nost of these are net, ve are
concerned about the church's inte?rity of design and materials, particularly
after arehabilitation of the building has been undertaken.

To that end, before we can determne i f the property iseligible for the
National Register, it will be necessary to knowthe general plans for the
building's rehabilitation. Vdat quantity of the historic fabric will have
to be replaced torenovate the building? Vet is the church's proposed new
use? In addition, we would like a fewinterior ohotographs. especially of
the sanctuary. The architectural significance and integrity of the
sanctuary i s very inportant in evaluating achurch. VMat is proposed for
the sanctuary space? Finally, please suomt a plan of the church, show ng
zalddltlons and demolition or renoval of additions wth their appropriate
ates.

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



If we do determne that the property iseligible for listing, vewll
require alittle nore infornation aon the#groperty before the nomnation i s
finalized. Pl ease answer questions #3, #5, #6 and #7 of the section
Hstoric Qontext inthe attached letter todaudia DePaola. A so answer
questions #1, #3 and #4 under Architectural Gontext,

If you have any other questions, please do not hesitate tocall.

Yours Truly, "M, N —
N */ NN / NN N

Mry Kate Sanpson
Qrvey derk . o
Massachusetts Hstorical Grmnssi on

cc: Jaud aDePadl a
MS aet



APPENDIX D.

The Commonwedlth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michae Joseph Connolly, Secretary

M assachusdtts Historical Commission
Vaerie A. Tamage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

Decenber 13, 1985

Frederick Ljnnan

American Landmarks, | nc,
157 Milk Street

Boston, M\ 02109

Dear Fred:

Massachusetts Historical Commission Preservation Planning staff have
reviewed theadditional material submtted on Decenber 10, regarding

the Park Street Church. The staff aresatisfied that thechurch's
interior and exterior materials and design as they presently exist

are sufficiently intact t omeet NationaJL Register criteria for integrity.
In particular, thestaff noted as critical totheretentionof integrity,
the fact that exterior fabric (clapboards, w ndow surrounds, doors)

was salvageable and woul d be retained. However, this should not be
taken t omean that other elenments of t hechurch's materials and -design
are irrelevant toitsintegrity.

Al'l other questions regarding therehabilitation of thepropertyare
irrelevant tothestaff's evaluation of theNReligihility of the
church as i t presently stands. These should be directedt ot he Technical
SeiMices Divisionas part of thereview of theHistoric Preservation
Certification Applicationfor:the property. Additional questions
related totheintegrity of thestructure as part of theproposed rehab-
ilitation may arise from TSDs review.

This..letter confirms that, as presented, thePark Street Church neets
criteria k and Cof the National Register onthelocal level as a good. "
exampl e of 19t hcentur®;- Geek Revival and Italianate ecclesiastical
architecture with strong associations t othedevel opnent of Unitarianism
_in Peabodv and as t he ol dest extant church i nthecity. | tretains

integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and
assocxation.

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



MC staff will review thepreviously submtted National Register
nom nation materialsand forward their comments to you.

Sincerely,

Sarah J. Zi mmrernman
Director, Preservation Planning
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

SJZ/ dr
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American Landmarks, I nc.

SrokcTaj}e. Invesimem Counsc'linft and Tectinical Services for Hlsioric Pnjpenies

Oecsmber 27, 1985

Mr. Joseon R Orfant

Oirscior, Technical Serl/ices
Massacnusetts Historical Commission
80 Boylston Strst -
Boston, riA 021 18

Dear Joe:
RE HPCA Park Square Church, Peabody,MA

Enclosed after an extended inten/ai during which the above-referenced

church was being evaluated for National Register significance, is t HPCA
for the property. Attached is the letter from Sally Zimmerman co
d|n

this. We understand that the NRHP review process eId UP

A review of the plans for rehabilitation with Techn| ervices people
involved; thus 1 trust there has been at least conceptual agreement

A between the National Register and Technical Ser/icss staffs at MHC with
lespect to the level of alteration permissble to list and keep fsoeaXY"Q
chuch after rehaollitation is complete.

Enclosed are one copy of the two-copy MHCNPS HPCA package revised to
incorporate the requested changes to the architectural plan, plus the front
portion of the second original MHCNPS set(Part 1 and first page Part 2).
The original photos and attachments for the second copy are in the
possession of the MHC NRHP staff. Please ask someone at MHC to
recombine the two sections to complete the second of the MHCNPS sets.

Thank you for prompt review of this project which is under construction
at the present time in a manner whicn conforms to the changes requested

by the NRHP staff of MHC. If you have any questions please let me know as
soon as possible.

Thanks again for your help.
Vep/ truly yours,

MAERIMN LANDMARKS,INC.

-frsdcMCk W. Lyman FWLjka cc: Charing Cross Corp.

167 Milk Street Bogton, .viassachuserrs 02109 - (617)423-0766









‘eabody Celebrates
iIChurch Rednration®

lonen ind friends
| of the First Unitarian Church in Pesbody,
Mass, datended a service in recognition
| of the restoration of the exterior of the
buOding to the traditional New England
| white medtinghouse on Sunday aftemoon,
November 19. Dr.. Howard Charles,
Gde ddivered the address, "The Tradi-j
tion and Obligation of the New England!
Mesetinghouse." Participating in the sar-,
\-ice were Rev. Frank B. Crandal of the'
Sscond Church, Sdem, Mass, and Rev”?
Bradford E. Gde of the First Church,!
Sdem. W. Forbes Robertson represented’
the American Unitarian Association. Mrs.
Doris White Whitney, a noted ‘cellist,
| gave a recital, and the choir, under thedi-
jrection of Fred M. Phillips, presented a
emusical program with Ida A. Bushby at
| the organ.

_Historically,-the church is closdy af-.
[filiated with the founders of the city
IPeabody. for in 1825 Gideon Fogter. Oliver
[Saunders, Andrew Torr, Benjamin Wheder.
lo. C. Felton, Nathaniel Putnam. John
p*ndicott, Abner Sanger, and Benjamin
iGoodridge among others made plans for
jbuilding a Unitarian dwvuch which is said
Ito be one of the first in New England es-
Itablished for this purpose. Sanger and
] Goodridge agreed to build the cdlar of the
| church proMided they could store hides in
| it for a period of ten years. The handsome
| Aaron Willard clock in the auditorium was
j presented to the church by Leverett Sal-
| tonstall, the grandfather of the governor,

and Benjamin Merrill, who were at the
| time two prominent Sdem lawyers.

H STCR CAL SUFRORT MATER AL M SC.
The Centenary of the First Unitarian Church

Peabody, Mass,

Public Mesting

Thursday Evening, January First, 1925, 7,30 p. m.

"Thefirst meeting held for the purpose of organizing this socety
and making plans for building a church wes holden a the house of
Oliver Saunders, Main dredt, on the evening of January i, 1825

"Act of Incorporation—signed June 18, 1825."

"The Church Building was dedicated July 26, 1826, remodded
in 1872, ad re-dedicated in 1873."

Chairman of Centenary Meeting

. FRED W. BUSHBY -—
ORGAN PRELUDE MRS. FRED W . BUSHBY
OLD HUNDREDTH No. 573

SCRIPTURE READING REV. HAROLD L . PICKETT
ANTHEM CHURCH CHOIR
PRAYER REV. ANITA T. PICKETT
CONGREGATIONAL HYMN No.54

ADDRESS LYMAN P. OSBORN -
ADDRESS REV. B. R. BULKELEY

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN No. 452
BENEDICTION
ORGAN POSTLUDE
Sunday Church Service, Jan, 4, 1925, 10,30 a m.

Centenary Sermon by Mr, and Mrs, Pickett
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January 26, 1989

Carol D, Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127

RE: First Unitarian Church, Peabody, Massachusetts

Dear Ms. Shull:

| amwriting at therequest of Frederick P Lynan of Anerican Landnarks | nc.,
preservation consultant for the owiers and devel opers of the First Unitarian
Church, Peabody. M. Lynan i s appealing the decision of the National Register
staff that the nomnated property does not neet the National Register criteria
for evaluation because of i tsloss of integrity over tinme.

Massachusetts Historical Cormssion staff and the State Review Board of the
MNIC bel ieve that the property possesses both historic and architectural
significance, and that it does retain integrity. The buildingholds strong
associations with the devel opnment of UnitarianisminPeabody and i sthe ol dest
extant church inthecity. [tisagood exanpl e of ecclesiastical o
architecture, an analgamof Geek Revival and Italianate styling; the addition
of features i nthelatter style 45years after initial construction reflects
the prosperity of thecongregation and thecity inthe decades follow ng the
Civil Vdr. Fi na||¥1, despite certainchanges toitsinterior during itsperiod
of significance, thebuilding s exterior renains essentially unchanged since
Its 1872 updating, save for the addition of an entry porch i nthe 1920s and
the loss of itssteeple i nthe 1960s. Therefore, ML staff feels that the
bui I ding continues toretain integrity of location, design, materials,

wor kmanshi p, feeling, and association.

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



| urge the National Register staff toreconsider itsrejection of this
property for listing i nthe National Register of Hstoric Places,

Sincerely,

Vcvljodi k  (ccCviuiTh

Valerie A Tal nage A .
Sate Hstoric Preservation Officer
Executive Director o
Massachusetts Historical Gonmssion

cc. Frederick P Lynan
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APPENDIX G.
Office of tha Mayor
Debra S. MacGragor 24 Lowdl Srest
Administrative Assistant Pesbady, MA 01960
(617 5323000

January 30, 198g

M, Jerry Rogers

Keeper of the National Register
P, 0. Box 37127

Washington, D C 20013-7127

Dear M, Rogers:

| amwriting toexpress ny support for a reversal of the
decision by t heNational Park Service toreject theapplication
to list 7 Park Street, Peabody, Missachusetts (Park uare
Church) in the National Register of Historic Places.

From a very practical standpoint, | want topoint out that the
Parle Street/Park Square nei ghborhood has been the target for
special revitalization consideration since 1985. The adaptive
re-use of the church, which was a vacant andderelict structure
and an eyesore tothe downtown core for nany years, was long a
priority of the City's redevel opnent program |t appears to ne
that although the interior has been changed, the exterior still
retains itsarchitectural andhistorical integrity, and the
church is certainly the oldest inthe City,

Architecturally, the church has been cited as "a good exanpl e of
19th century Geek Revial and Italianate detailing with strong
associations tothe devel opnment of Unitarianismi n Peabody."
There i s no doubt that the building i s of great |ocal
significance and an asset t oour downtown core area.

Again, | urge your reconsiderationtoplace this inportant
property on tha National Register.

Sincerely

Peter Tori M ayor

CITL OF PEIBODY
PT:MRP:ffif



APPENDIX F.

Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations
25 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108

(617)742-2100

January 30, 1989

M. Jerry Rogers

Keeper, National Register of Historic Places
P.Q Box 37127
Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear M. Rogers,

| amwriting t oyou #t Support of t heefforts of the
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion i nregard t ot he nomnation
of theFirst Unitarian Church of Peabody, MA t ot he National
Register of Historic Places. Several Unitarian or Universalist
places of worship arenowhistoric landmarks i ncities across
the continent. Knowing thearchitectural andhistorical value
of t hechurch structure on Park Street i nPeabody, | believei t
is worthy of inclusionontheNational Register. This church was
i mportant i nt hedevel opment of our faith ontheNorth Shoreof
Boston, and certainly itslegacy of being theoldest church
structure i nPeabody i snotable. | hope youwill reconsider your
decision and give recognition totheFirst Unitarian Churchof
Peabody. Thankyou.

Wth sincere best wishes.

Rev. Mark Harris
Hi storian/Archivist
Unitarian Universalist Association
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American Landmarks, I nc.

Invesimeni and Developmenl Consullanis for Hisioric Propenies

February 7,1989

Mr. Jerry Rogas
Kegoar (O The Nationd Regser
POBOX 37127

Washington. DC 20013-7127

Dexr Mr. Rogas

RE Frg Unitarian Church. Rasbodv. MA

On behdf o the ovnars ad mysdf, | want to thank you for taking thetime
to hear our goped ladt Fiday afternoon, of the saff denid of the Hrst
Unitarian Churdh to the Nationd Regde. Our sesson wias very condructive,
| fed, and reaulted in the kind of didogue that | had hoped would teke
place

Clearly the quedion of whether or nat the building possesses the levd o
integrity, both assodative ad architecturd, which would render it digible
for mduson on the Regde is ultimatdy ahighly subjective one We
presented the reesons underlying our sncare bdief that the church building
continues to possess a levd o integrity far in exasss of minmum sandards
for ligting. In addition, | hope the letters which have beaen sat to you by
the city, the date and the church, add a mesare o vdidity to our views O
course only you can meke the final determination, and we anxioudy await it.
| would agan ak that you congder not only the high dandard to which the
owneas hdd redoration o the exterior, but d<o the fact that virtually none
o the condderable amount of architecturd materid surviving on the
interior was sacrificed during the recent rehabilitation. While not predsdy
to your ddiberation. | fed it is d<o worth reiterating thet the
rehabilitation of the church under what hopefully will be a certified asgs

resulted in amgor uplift o a smdl naghborhood possessng unusua
qualities as anin tact 19 ¢ endave within Regbody.

(n atechnicd matter, | have looked carefully through the pre-renabilitation
photogrgphic documentation, and find that indead there was a reoessad front

72 Broad Street Boston, Massachusetts 02110 (617) 423-0766



Mr. Jerry Roger's 2. February 7,1989

portico on the original church which was infilled in connettion with the
recondruction in 1872 Therefore Card Shull was corrett in thisregard. This
was however, as you know, only ane agpet o a complee trandormation o
the church at that time, and in a way serves to further underscore thefact
that that rehabilitation was indead subgtantial and does have mgar mteyity
in its own right.

Ore final nate on the date recommendation with trangmittal o the HPCA. It
Is my recallection that thar s was a recommendation for approval with
reservations pertaining only to the subdivison o the interior oace This
recommendation for approval "with reservations' was due to the fact that
the datewas in effect deferring to the federal government for an

inter pretation o the degresto which the interior had logt its Sgnificance,
and hence the degre=to which it was subdividable without vidating the
Saretary'sSandards In fact the date had many good thingsto say abaout
the rehabilitation, particularly commending the retention d all woodwork
and the faithful resoration o the exterior.

Thank you again for your interest in this small but important prgect to
Peabody, and for having Dan Williams and me to you office dong with Ms
Sullivan and Mr. Doonan from Representative Mavroules and Ssatar Kerry's
offices. If there is anything dseyou nead in order to make your
determination an our gppeal for NRHP liging o the Firg Unitarian Church
pleesele meknow and | will gladly g&t it to you.

Very truly yours,
AMERICAN LANDMARKSINC.

/Frederick W. Lyman
FWL:SCc
Endosures



DISTRICT OFFICES:
"WICHOtAS MAVROULES
6TH DISTRICT, MASSACHUSETTS 70 WASHINGTON STREET
SALEM, MA 01970

COVMITTEES (617) 745-6800
ARMED SERVICES r -
140 UNION STREET
SMALL BUSINESS L e It LYNN. MA 01002
617) 599-7105
CHARVIAN (
"ouEle d F'qaetantatoe{
PROCUREMENT, INNOVATION AND 10 WELCOME STREET

MINORITY ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT m\f"rgtm %]5 N / > HA\(/::T;‘)ILLBL;\;ASZ;?“
. y =
WASHNGICN CFHCE
2432 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING TOLL FREE WITHIN
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 MASSACHUSETTS

(202) 225-8020 (800) 272-6730

February 15, 1989

M. Jerry Rogers, Associate Director for Cultural Resources
National Park Service
P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013- 7127

Dear M. Rogers:

| would like totake this opportunitytothank you for t he prompt
and courteous manner i n which you accommopdated ny constituents,
M. Frederick Lyman and hi sassociates whoar e concerned withthe

historic listing of t he Park Square Church 1 n Peabody,
Massachusetts. | amgrateful for your personal attention to this
matter.

| understand that the information M. Lyman presented at the
meeting was enlightening and | am hopeful that i thas cast new
light onthequestion of thePark Square Church's qualificationsfor
a listing onthe Federal Historic Register. Although I amcertainly
no authority onthis subject, | have 1|long been aware of the
Church's historic significance, locally.

[f you feel that there i sfurther helpful informationthat ny office
may provide onthis matter, please feel free tocall onne. I anx-
iously await word from your office.

Thank you again for your cooperation.

|  remain.

Sincerely yours.

Ni chol as Mavroul es
Menber of Congress

NM kj g
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H32(413)
MR 20 199

Honor abl e Nicholas Mavroul es
House of Representatives
Washi ngton, DC 20515-2106

Dear M. Mavroul es:

Enclosed i sour response t oM. Frederick Lyman's request for
reconsideration of theFirst Unitarian Church (Park Square
Church) for listing on theNational Register of Historic Places.

Vé appreciate your thoughtful comments i nsupport of the
property's eligibility. | f we can provide further informationor
assistance, please | et us know.

Sincerely,

Jerry L. Rogers

Associate Director, Cultural Resources
and Keeper of theNational Register of
Historic Places
Encl osure
bcc: Mi d- Atl antic Regional Office
190- Reading File, Pearson
400- Reading File
413-Reading File
Record Center
FNP: B. Savage: adr: 03- 16- 89: 343- 9536
BASI C FILE RETAINED | N413
| DENTI CAL LETTERS SENT TQ  Peter Torigian and Mark Harris
SYS 64:(bis/Letters)-Mavroules



H32(413)

M. Frederick W Lyman

American Landmarks, Inc.

72 Broad Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02110 MR 20 19

Dear Mr. Lyman:

V¢ have concluded our reevaluationof the First Unitarian Church
(Park Square Church), located in Peabody, Massachusetts, for
l'isting on the National Register of Historic Places.

At the time of itsnomnation, after rehabilitation, the
property's historic integrity had been substantially reduced by
the amount and degree of interior and exterior alterations
incurred both before and during the rehabilitation and conversion
for condom niums. The cumulative effect of the various changes
has rendered the church's historic integrity marginal at best.
This was described in the National Register's detailed letter
rejecting the property for listing. | t was also discussed in
correspondence from the State conveying differing staff opinions
on itsintegrity (copies of these are located in the historic
preservation certification file for the property).

ldeally, the nost appropriate approach for listing the church is
as a contributing resource inahistoric district. However, in
light of the supplementary written and photographic documentation
presented with your nenorandum of February 3, 1989, and the
comrunity support for the property's preservation expressed in
letters from Representative Mavroules, Mayor Torigian, and the
Unitarian Universalist Association, we have determned that the
church is eligible for individual listing. However, you will
need to integrate the new informationinto an amended nomi nation.

V¢ offer the following coments regarding the necessary
revisions. Currently the statement of significance does not
provide sufficient contextual informationon the church's
architectural importance within the realm of Peabody's historic
devel opment. The statement of significance narrative is
descriptive rather than analytical. The justification for the
architectural importance of the church's 1872 renovation
contained in your February 3 nmenorandum illuminates specific



aspects of Peabody's prosperity during this period. This
information provides additional context which helps to explain
the importance of thechurch's evolutionary character. Because
buildings areoften modernized toreflect changesi n

architectural taste, rarely arebuildings pure exanples of an
architectural style. It i simportant, therefore, toevaluate the
kinds and amount of changes which occur. | ti snecessary not
only todescribe, but to assess, why"the transformation ofthe
church i ssignificant relative tosimilar changes incurred by
similar properties i nPeabody/during the era.

If this information had been provided i nthe nom nation
originally, or when thenom nation was returned with questions
about its integrity and significance, theNational Register's
rejection and this reevaluation would probably have been
unnecessary.

Pl ease revise thenom nation i nconjunction with M. Talnmge's
staff, and request that M. Talnmage resubmt it tothe Nationa
Park Service.

Sincerely,

Jerry L. Rogers

Jerry L. Rogers

Associate Director, Cultural Resources
and Keeper of theNational Register of
Historic Places

Encl osures

cc: Ms. Valerie Talmge, SHPQ Massachusetts
Honor abl e Nicholas Mavroul es, Massachusetts
Mayor Peter Torigian
Reverfind Mark Harris

bcc: Mi d- Atlantic Regional Office, Attn: Alisa MCann
190- Reading File, Pearson
400- Reading File
413-Reading File
Record Center
FNP: B. Savage: adr: 03- 16- 89: 343-9636: CL- 88- 6666
BASI C FILE RETAINED | N 413
SYS 64:(bls/Letters)-Lyman



American Landmarks, I nc.

Invesimeni and Developmenl Consultants for Historic Properties

Ms Betsy Friedberg

Nationd Regider Director

M assachusdtts Historicd Commisson
Suite 310

80 Boylson Stret

Bogon, MA 02116 March 23.1989
Dear Betsy:

RE Frst Unitarian Church, Pegbody, MA

| am delighted to report that the Nationd Park Sarvice hes determined the
Firgt Unitarian Church to be digiblefor listing on the Nationd Regider esa
result of information provided to Mr. Jarry Rogasa our goped of denia
last month. | endose Mr. Roga’sletter informing us of their decison.

One you havereviewed this letter pleesegive me acdl to meke
arangementswhereby | can asas MHC in providing the additional dataNFS
uggests we incorporate into the final draft of the nomination. If youwill be
assgning the respongbility for reworking the materia to Ann Tate again, &
before, | will be hgppy to work directly with her. Snceit is clearly needed,

| intend to oend sometime in Pesbbody next wesk in order to obtain
information on other manifedations of the economic upsurgeinthe loca
economy  during the early 18705 0 clearly found inthe dterations of the
Firgt Unitarian Church.

I'm sureyou are as haopy & | an to learn of the NFS dedison, gncethis
property is ane for which MHC gavefull support through Sdly Zimmerman,
yoursdlf, and of course, Vd Tdmeage

Very truly yours,
AMERICAN LAjmIARMS, INC.

Frederick W. Lyman
PAL:3c

Endoaures

oc. Dondd Williams, Trustee

72 Broad Street Boston, iMassachusetts 02110 (617) 423-0766



American Landmarks, I nc.

Invesimeni and Development Consullanis for Hisioric Properties

March 23.1989

Mr. Jerry Rogas

Kegpoar O The Nationd Regider
POBOX 37127

Washington. DC 20013-7127

Dear Mr. Rogas
RE Frg Unitarian Church. Pegbodv. MA

We aein recapt of your letter regarding the eligibility of the First Unitarian
Churchin Pegbody, and | want to express my gppreciation for the thorough
evaluation you gavetoour goped. Naturdly, | an ddighted that you agreed
with us that the church should be found dligible, but | 0 recognize the
multiple factors which had to be weighed in coming to that determination.

Assgance from thisfirm weas not solicited by the Massaechusdtts Higtorical
Commisson in the course of their preparation of ansversto origind
questions posd by the NRHP staff regarding eligibility. We will, nonethdess,
be taking the lead in obtaining additiona information on other
manifestations of the economic upsurge in Pegbody in the 180 swhich
brought about the substantid dterations of the structure a that time. |
expect to have asagancefrom the MHC gtaff of course, anceitis technically
tb.sy, who be finalizing the nomination to reflect your suggestions | will be
obtaining field information and asssing MHC in the reformatting of the
nomination.

Agan, we gppreciate the Nationd Park Sarvice's cooperation and asadance
with this unusud but significant property.

Very truly yours,
AMERICAN LANDMARKSINC.

W. Lyman
RAL:gc
Endosures

72 Broad Street Boston, Massachusetts 02110 (617) 423-0766
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H42E3(424)
AR 1 0 lom

Mr. Donald R Williams. Jr.

Trustee. Park Square Condominium .Association
18 Baker's Hill Road

Weston. Massachusetts 02193

Re Park Square Church. 7 Park Street. Peabody. M assachusetts
Project Number: 10410M.\

Tal\pa\'er Identification Xumber: 04-3050830

Dear Mr. Williams;

My rev iew of your appeal of the decision of the Mid-.Atlantic Regional Office. National
Park Service, denx ing certificationfor the rehabilitation work on the property
referenced above has been concluded. The appeal was made in accordance with
Department of the Interior regulations (36 CHR Part 67) governing historic
preservation certifications required under section 48(g) of the Internal Revenue Code
for Federal tax incentives provided in the Code. | wish to thank you and your
preservation consultant. Mr. Frederick W. Lyman, for meeting with me in Washington
on October 16. 1989, and for explaining your rehabilitation project.

After carefully considering the facts of the case, including the additional
documentation submitted at that meeting and in Mr. Lyman's letters of October 31,
November 2, and .November 6, 1989 (which was received January 3, 1990), | have
determined that the rehabilitation of the property known as Park Square Church. 7
Park Street, Peabody, Massachusetts, is not consistent with the historic character of
the structure and that the project does not meet the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for Rehabilitation. Therefore, the denial issued by the National Park
Service on December 5, 1986, is hereby affirmed.

Individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places on September 18, 1989,
the First Unitarian Church, also known as Park Square Church, is a wood-frame
building constructed in 1826 in the Greek Revival style. Alterations made to the
church over its history include the addition of a two-story wing ca. 1868,
construction of an Italianate entry porch and other remodeling ca. 1872, and
replacement of the original sash with stained glass windows. When the congregation
moved from this location in 1967, it removed the church furnishings (pulpit, pews,
organ, etc.), two of the three sections of the steeple, and the eight stained-glass
windows from the sanctuary.

The rehabilitation of the building into 14 apartments included repair of the exterior
wood siding and architectural features, insertion of two floors of apartments within
the sanctuary, replacement of the missing sash with casement windows, and retention
of some interior trim. In denying certificationof the rehabilitation, the Mid-.Atlantic
Regional Director cited the insertion of two levels of apartments within the sanctuary
and the installation of eight casement windows as infringements of Standards 1, 2, 5,



Mr. Donald R Williams. Jr.

and 9. The Regional Director also identifieil the change in the texture of the interior
plaster from smooth to a "sprayed-on texture finish" and the Installation of railings
in front of the upper half of the windows as possible infractionsof the Standards.

After athorough analysis of the complete record in this rnatter. | have concluded that
the changes made to the interior of Park Square Church when the congregation
departed and subsequently when a portion of the building was used for making and
storing stage sets did not seriously compromise the historic character of the
sanctuary. .Although the fixtures and stained glass windows had been removed, the
essential form and extent of the ordered space, with its regularly-spaced arched
windows, conspicuous coved ceiling complete with panel and central rosette, and the
arched enframement at the head of the sanctuary, remained to define a whole historic
space of notable distinction, | find, therefore, that the surviving sanctuary was the
essential character-defininginterior constituent of the church. With the insertion of
two levels of dwelling units into the sanctuary, the bisected and partitioned space can
no longer be perceived as a once unified whole with the historic relationship of
ornament to space intact. The retention of window enframements. which are now
interrupted by the new floors, and the plaster ceiling medallion, which is now part of
an upper-level corridor, are insufficient to preserve the distinctive historic character
of the sanctuary. Further, | find that the construction of the apartments has visibly
altered the exterior of the main block of the structure owing to the intrusion of the
new floors and protective railings at two locations in the tall arched windows.
Consequently. | have determined that the subdivision of this portion of the church
into two floors of apartments breaches Standards 2, 5, and 9 and that the
rehabilitation of Park Square Church is not consistent with the historic character of
the structure.

Finally, | appreciate the diligence with which Mr. Lyman has resear ched the evolution
of the eight arched windows of the sanctuary. Inthat regard | accept that the sash
which were removed by the departing congregation were hung with an operable lower
sash. Generally, replacement windows must match the historic windows in kind,
including mechanics, and in this rehabilitation the sash changes from historic single-
hung to casement. However, in this case | find that the replacement windows
minimally megt Standard 6. Nevertheless, in view of my finding that the overall
project does not meet Standards 2, 5, and 9, the marginally acceptable replacement
windows cannot outweigh the damage to the historic character of Park Square Church
brought about by the insertion of the new apartments into the former sanctuary space.

As Department of the Interior regulations provide, my rulingis the final
administrative decision regarding rehabilitation certifications. A copy of this
decision will be provided to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Questions concerning
specific tax consequences of this decision or interpretations of the Internal Revenue
Code should be addressed to the appropriate IRS office.

Sincerely,

Ernest ATten Coamaltf

Ernest .Allen Connally
Chief .Appeals Officer
Cultural Resources



"Ir, Donald R Williams. Jr.

CC; SHPO-MA
IRS

bcc;, M.ARO-Stevenson. SERO-Hartwig, RMRO-Wheaton, WRO-Pepin-Donat, ARO-Hart
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TAKE\
United Sates Departmatt o the Interior S

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
PO. BOX 37127
WASHINGTON, D.C  20013-7127

IN REPLV REFER TO:
H4215(42A) O/

M. Frederick W Lynan
Areri can Landnar ks, Inc.

72 Broad Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02110

R: Park Street Church,7 Park Street, Peabody, Massachusetts
Project Nunber: 10410MA
Taxpayer |dentification Nunber: 22-2495066

Dear M. Lynan:

This isinreference to your appeal of the decision of the Md-Atlantic
Regional Office, National Park Service, that the rehabilitation of the
property referenced above does not neet the Secretary of the Interior's
Standards for Rehabilitation, and tony letter of FelDuary 9, 1987, in
which | declined to consider an appeal until the property was listed in
the National Register of Historic Places. 1In a telephone conversation of
March 31, you informed Ms. Sally Blunenthal of the Preservation Assistance
Division that the property was now enrolledin the National Register and,
consequently, a meeting to disciiss the rehabilitation project was schedul ed
for June 6.

It has cone tony attentionthat the Park Street Church i snot infact yet
listed inthe National Register and that the actions that were directed by
Jerry L. Rogers, Associate Director, Cultural Resources, ina letter to you
of "erch 20, 1989, have not yet been ccnpleted and that a revised nomnation
has not yet been received by the Massachusetts Historical Commssion. M.
Rogers' decision was issued in connection with your appeal of the decision
of the Chief of Registrationthat the property did not neet the National
Register criteria for evaluation.

Consequent |y, | have decided not to proceed with your request for an appeal
in the mtter of the rehabilitation certification until such time as the
Park Street Church nanination i s resubmtted to the National Register by the



M. Frederick W Lynan 2

State per M. Rogers' decisionof March 20. | recognize that this matter
has been pendi ng f or sone tine but under the circunstances, our neeting

of June 6will have to bereschediilLedafter the ﬁropertyi slisted i n the
National Register. |ntheneantine, you nay w sh to contact the
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion about expediting the necessary revisions
to the nanination.

Sincerely,

Ernest Allen GCounaUrl

Ernest Allen Connal l'y
Chi ef APpeaIs Officer
Cul tural Resources

cc: SGHOM

bcc:  MARO S evenson
Dr. Connally, 1100 L St., Rm 2113
SA-Hanslin, Main Interior, Rn 6540 _
001-Reading File 001-R denour 400-Reading File
424- Robi nson -ANE
424-BAS C FI LE RETA NEDi n 424

AP, BLUNAENTHAL: dyw 5/31/89: 343- 9593

Filed: HA4215(specific)



July 25, 1989

Grol Swll . .
National Register of Hstoric M aces
Departnent of the Interior

National Park Service

PO Bxx 37127

Vishi ngt on, O 20013- 7127

Dear NS. Shul |:

Enclosed you will find thefollowing information which i sto augnent the
argunent for the historical significance of the First Unitarian Church,

, (Essex County), Massachusetts. W& are forwarding this infornation

directly from the consultant wWio conpleted this nomnation. | have also

sent acopy of the original submssion for your referal.

Sincerely,

Ame E Tait _ .
Acting National Register Director
Massachusetts H storical Conmnssion

end.

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Presarvation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



