
NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. Me) 

OMB No. J02+O0J8 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

619&/ 

NA""iCMAL 
REGISTER 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines 
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking " x " in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. 

1. Name of Property 
historic name F i r s t Unitarian Churrh (preferred) 
other names/site number Park Square Cr.ijrcn 

2. Locat ion 
Street & number 7 Park Street N / / \ 1 not for publication 
city, town Peabody N /Ifl 1 vicinity 
state Massachusetts code 025 county rc;<;pY code y ziDcode 01960 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

I ^private 

I I public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

n b u i l d i n g ( s ) 

I I district 

I I Site 

I I Structure 

I I object 

Contributing 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
N/A 

Number of Resources within Property 

Noncontributing 

buildings 

sites 

Structures 

objects 

1 _ P Total 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register ^ 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property [ 3 meets L U d o e s not meet the National Register criteria. IH lsee continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official 
•i'lassacnuseutb, H i s t o r i 

5(5 
Date 

i ca l CoiTitnission, .State H i s t o r i c Preservat ion O f f i c e r 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

I I entered in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet, 

undetermined eligible for the National 

Register. 1 ^ See continuation sheet, 

n determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 

I I other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
• i>c ; t l l n i t ; ^ r i 3 n C h u r c h . Ppahndv Mass. 

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Religious Structure, Church mul t ip le dwel l ing, condominiums 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation unknown 
Greek Revival walls clapboard 
I ta l ianate 

roof asphalt shingles 
other N/A 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Peabody's F i rs t Unitarian Church (Park Square Church) displays a combination 
of Greek Revival and I ta l ianate elements. In overal l form i t fol lows the 
classic New England meeting house with i ts pedimented facade and mult i-staged 
steeple a l l o f white painted wood. The entry porch added in 1872 is 
I ta l ianate in character, with bold sculptural forms. The t a l l double doors 
are surmounted by a lune t te , and are placed beneath a barrel-vaul ted roof 
which projects from the center of the main facade. The doors are flanked by 
paired, incised p i l as te r s ; from there the wall on each side curves back to 
another pair of p i las ters where i t jo ins the main facade. Rectangular windows 
set into th is curved wall are framed by a simple moulding. A heavy cornice is 
supported by brackets, emphasizing the sculptural qua l i t y of th is port ion of 
the bu i ld ing . The facade behind the porch i s , in contrast , restrained in i t s 
use of ornament. This was the or ig ina l port ico of the church and s ix columns 
are s t i l l v i s i b l e , although the spaces between them are now f i l l e d in and 
faced with clapboards. The colurrrs terminate in modest molded cap i ta ls and 
support a plain board architrave and bracketed cornice. A wel1-proportioned 
pediment, also faced in wood clapboards, completes th is temple-front facade. 

On the north and south elevation are paired round-head windows below an oculus 
window, set wi th in a round-arched hood moulding with a project ing keystone. 
Four of these are placed between the corner p i las ter at the f ront of the 
bu i ld ing and a second p i las ter approximately two th i rds of the way down the 
facade, and date from the 1872 remodeling. The two large windows between th i s 
p i las ter and the rear of the bui ld ing are s imi lar in form but d i f f e r s l i g h t l y 
in scale. They are elongated and lack the hood moulding and keystone of the 
others. On the north facade a small round-arched window bordered with square 
l i gh t s is placed mid-way up the facade jus t beyond the middle p i l as te r , 
corresponding with the i n te r i o r s ta i r landing. This window is s t y l i s t i c a l l y 
d i f f e ren t from the others and appears to date from s t i l l la ter renovation of 
unknown date , 

Hfl See continuation sheet 
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Below th is window is a small entrance porch, covering the lower port ion of the 
p i las te r . This porch, whose paired p i lasters and simple pediment echo the main 
facade, contains two more small round-arched windows on each side. The double 
doors are topped by a transom of square l i gh t s . A 1906 photograph shows a 
small bracketed cornice over a single door in th is pos i t ion ; the present porch 
was probably added during a 1927 renovation. On the south wall there is a 
two-story rectory wing pro ject ing from the facade, and covering the lower 
port ion of the middle p i las ter . This wing was added in 1868 and o r i g i n a l l y 
served as a chapel. 

The church was o r i g i n a l l y surmounted by a mult iple-stage steeple which was 
completed in 1829, at-which time the or ig ina l be l l was ins ta l led . A new be l l 
was ins ta l led in 1887. The cubic base of the steeple is ornamented with 
wooden quoins and contains an oculus window in the center of i t s east face. 
Curved brackets support a cornice echoing that on the bui ld ing below. The 
base is a l l that now remains of the o r ig ina l three-stage steeple. The stage 
surmounting the base was ornamented with corner columns and round-arched 
windows s imi lar to those on the north and south elevations. This stage was in 
turn topped by.a pyramidal sp i re . The upper stages of the steeple were 
dismantled a f ter the be l l was removed and relocated to the new church in 
Danvers in 1967. 

The in te r io r of the church is divided into several d i s t i n c t spaces. One 
enters through a vest ibule which leads into the large, two-story auditorium 
space occupying most of the f ron t ha l f of the bu i ld ing . The in te r io r 
furnishings of th is space, which included wooden pews, a platform pu lp i t , 
choir and organ l o f t , were dismantled by the congregation when i t relocated to 
Danvers. The organ was removed, and an Aaron Wil lard clock that had hung in 
the church was presented to the Peabody Museum. The pi lastered wal ls and 
ce i l i ng in th is room have suffered damage from water in f i l i t r a t i o n in the 
years since the bu i ld ing was vacated. 

The rear of the main block is divided into two f l o o r s . A round-arched door at 
the back of the auditorium opens on a staircase that leads up to the second 
f l o o r . The rooms in th is section were used for various purposes throughout 
the church's h i s t o r y , and contain no d i s t i nc t i ve furnishings or t r im . 
Attached to th is port ion of the o r ig ina l bu i ld ing is the ca. 1868 wing which 
served as a rectory and parish house. This wing contained meeting rooms, a 
dining room and k i tchen. No s ign i f i can t i n te r i o r deta i ls remain in th is 
sect ion. 

continued 
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The church has been the v i c t im of gradual deter iorat ion and decay during the 
past twenty years. No major work seems to have been done to the bui ld ing 
since the 1939 renovations. A 1954 church v i s i t a t i o n report noted that "the 
bui ldings are rather old and show signs of neglect , " due no doubt to the 
dwindling resources of the par ish. The loss of the steeple in 1967 has been 
the most dramatic change in the church's appearance. 

Arch aeo 1 ogy 

While no preh is tor ic s i tes are current ly recorded on the property, i t is 
h igh ly l i k e l y that s i tes are present. At least eight s i tes have been reported 
in the general area (within one mi le ) . The physical character is t ics of the 
property pr ior to European settlement may have made th is an a t t rac t i ve area 
for nat ive settlement and subsistence a c t i v i t i e s . Tidewater from the North 
River o r i g i n a l l y extended to th is area as wel l as several t r i bu ta r y brooks. 
Following sett lement, many of these wetlands were a l tered and f i l l e d through 
urban'development. Many favorable s i t e locations around wetlands peripherals 
may have alsobeen al tered or destroyed though i t is possible some si tes 
survived. Since patterns of prehis tor ic occupation in Peabody are poorly 
documented, any surv iv ing s i tes would be s i g n i f i c a n t . Regional as well as 
local s igni f icance might resu l t from si tes found in th is area and the i r 
possible association with s i tes along Salem Harbor, Beverly Harbor, and the i r 
t r i bu ta r y r i v e r , a l l known areas of prehis tor ic period settlement about two to 
three miles to the north and east. 

There is also a potent ia l for s ign i f i can t h i s t o r i c remains on the property. 
Background research, control led t es t i ng , and excavation may help to determine 
whether or not remains survive from settlement and economic a c t i v i t i e s which 
may have pre-dated church construct ion. Colonial settlement was present in 
th is area begin ing ca. 1626. Cultural remains may also survive from post-1826 
church-related a c t i v i t i e s which took place on grounds around the s t ruc tu re . 
Each of these sources could provide detai led information on the changing 
soc ia l , c u l t u r a l , and economic patterns that characterized the development 
from rura l to urban l i f e in Peabody. 



F i r s t Unitarian Church. Peabody. Mass. 
8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally Q statewide Q locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria i I ] A Q B Q C I ID 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) O A O C O E O F | |G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of,aiflnific^n<^ Significant Dates 
Architecture j_ĝ 2 
Religion 1927 

1939 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 

11/l\ Tinknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The F i rs t Unitarian Church in Peabody, b u i l t in 1826 and remodeled several 
t imes, holds h i s to r i ca l association with the growth of Unitarianism in Peabody 
and the North Shore area well into the 20th century. The bui ld ing is 
a rch i tec tu ra l l y s ign i f i can t for the f ine qua l i t y of i t s Greek Revival and 
I t a l i ana te -s t y l e de ta i l i ng . Retaining i n t e g r i t y of loca t ion , design, se t t i ng , 
mater ials, fee l ing and workmanship, the F i rs t Unitarian Church thus f u l f i l l s 
Cr i te r ia A and C of the National Register of Histor ic Places on the local 
l eve l . 

The h is to ry of the F i rs t Unitarian Church and i t s congregation is closely t i ed 
to the h is to ry of the town i t served. The or ig ina l v i l l age of Brooksby was 
se t t led in 1626; in 1752 i t jo ined with Salem Vi l lage (now Danvers) to form 
Danvers Township. Although nominally uni ted, the two functioned as separate 
towns, and af ter 1813 each elected i t s own town o f f i c i a l s . During th is period 
the town, f i r s t as South Danvers and then as Peabody, grew from an 
agriculture-based v i l l age of 700 to a large manufacturing town, with a 
population of 1 ,643 by 1800 and 8,110 by 1850. The leather industry, 
established in the 1730s, gre^ rap id ly and gave Peabody an indust r ia l 
character which emphasized i t s separate i den t i t y from the s t i l l - a g r i c u l t u r a l 
Danvers. 

The re l ig ious character of the area was also changing in the late 18th-early 
19th century. The l ibera l ism which developed w i th in the Congregational 
Churches of the Standing Order in New England was gaining st rength, and by 
1805 had caused the s p l i t between the Congregational Church and what came to 
be cal led Unitarianism. Between 1805 and 1835, approximately 1/3 of the 
Congregational churches in Massachusetts had become Unitar ian; in other cases 
groups s p l i t o f f from the main congregation and formed the i r own churches. In 
Peabody, on January 1 , 1825, "a company of 15 gentlemen assentled.. .to confer 
together as to the organization of a new re l ig ious society in South Danvers, 
which should be in harmony with the sentiments known as Uni tar ian". 1825 was 
the year in which the Anerican Unitarian Association was organized, and towns 
a l l over New England were mirror ing the events in Peabody. Once the church 

^2 See continuation sheet 
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was incorporated, in June of 1825, an appointed conmiittee reported plans for 
the new church, which was to be "outwardly s imi lar to the church in Lynn, and 
with in te r io r arrangements l i ke those of Rev. Mr. Coleman's church in Salem". 
Construction was begun shor t ly thereaf ter , and was f in ished in July 1826, at a 
t o ta l cost of $8,734.00. 

The founders and members of the o r ig ina l congregation included many prominent 
c i t izens of Peabody. Abner Sanger and Benjamin Goodridge, two men who were 
successful in the tanning industry , paid for the cost of bu i ld ing the cel lar 
in exchange for al lowing them to store hides in i t s for a period of ten 
years. Leverett Sal tonsta l l and Benjamin M e r r i l l , two successful lawyers in 
the area presented an Aaron Wil lard clock which was placed in the 
auditorium. The cost of construction was covered by se l l i ng pew subscript ions 
to the or ig ina l congregation. 

The church bui ld ing was dedicated July 26, 1826, and the pu lp i t was 
temporari ly supplied by Mr. Alonzo H i l l . In Apr i l o f 1827 a church was formed 
of 71 members, and the Reverend Charles Seawall of Dedham was ins ta l l ed as 
Pastor. The congregation grew wi th Peabody; as the tanning industry 
f l ou r i shed , the town grew prosperous, and so did the church. The introduct ion 
of steam boi lers and the invention of the s p l i t t i n g machine revolut ionized the . 
leather production in 1840; by 1855 i t had become the town's chief industry 
with other 27 tanneries in operat ion. The growth of the town prompted 
agi ta t ion for a high school to serve the area, and in 1850 one was established 
in a smal l , one-story bu i ld ing at the rear o f the church, which had once been 
used as a chapel or vestry. In the f i r s t year 25 pupils attended class there, 
and in ensuing years the class grew to 43. 

A severe f i r e which swept Peabody in 1843 and "threatened at times the 
destruct ion of the ent i re center of Peabody" did spread to the church 
bu i l d i ng , but serious damage was prevented by "strenuousand daring exertions 
of a few people who held the i r dangerous posit ion on i t s roof un t i l the pe r i l 
was averted." 

In 1855 the two towns that make up Danvers Township separated, and were 
incorporated as Danvers and South Danvers. At th is time the high school was 
relocated to a new bu i ld ing designed to serve as the Town H a l l . The bu i ld ing 
at the rear of the church became a dwel l ing, and was later moved to Washington 
Street . In 1868, the town of South Danvers voted to change i t s name to 
Peabody, a f te r the famous phi lanthropist George Peabody, a native of the 
area. In May of the same year, construction was begun on a new chapel at the 
rear of the church. The chapel was completed in October 1869, the whole 
expense being assumed by the Ladies Association of the par ish. 

continued 



NPS Foftn 10-900< QMS A f f m M ho U)J«-OOIS 

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

F i r s t Unitarian Church 
Section number _ ^ Page ^ Peabody, Massachusetts 

The prosperi ty of Peabody during th is period is attested to by the major 
renovations undertaken in 1872. The or ig ina l temple-front Greek Revival 
bui ld ing was remodelled in the then-popular I ta l ianate s t y l e . I t was at th is 
time that the port ico was enclosed and an entry porch containing a new 
vest ibule was added to the f ron t facade. The large windows on the north and 
south were modif ied, and I ta l ianate decorative elements incorporated. The 
in te r io r of the church was completely reconstructed; the ga l le ry was removed 
and the auditorium remodeled and r e f i t t e d . The cost of these renovations, 
$15,000, surpassed the cost of the o r ig ina l bu i l d ing , and were paid in f u l l by 
the congregation. During the renovation services were held in the new chapel. 
The church was rededicated fo l lowing the renovations; the sermon at the 
re-opening was del ivered by Edward Everett Hale. A new organ was ins ta l led in 
1886 and the fo l lowing year the b e l l f r y was improved and a new be l l i n s t a l l ed . 

Peabody and the F i rs t Unitarian Church f lour ished throught the remainder of 
the 19th century and for the f i r s t decades of the 20th century. In 1927 a 
small entrance porch was added on the north elevat ion. A major restorat ion of 
the exter ior of the church which returned i t to "the t rad i t i ona l New England 
white meetinghouse" was undertaken by the congregation in 1939. 

Support for the church dwindled in the 1940s as Peabody's population became 
• predominantly Cathol ic. Of the more than 20 protestant churches in Peabody, 

the Episcopalian and Congregational Churches remained the strongest, whi le the 
Unitarian Church began to f lounder. In 1945 i t merged with the F i rs t 

• Universal ist Church of Peabody and became a federated church in 1947, with 
services to be held at the F i rs t Unitarian Church. The congregations, 
however, continued to erode and the location of the members sh i f ted to 
Danvers. In 1965 the Peabody church united with the church in Danvers to 
become the North Shore Unitarian Universal ist Church. Services were held in 
Peabody while a new church was being constructed in Danvers; when i t was 
completed in September of 1967 the F i rs t Unitarian Church was vacated. 



9. IWajor Bibliographical References 
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Wells, John 8. Jhe Peabody Story-Events in Peabody's Historv 1625-1972 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
has been requested ( P a r t 2 d e n i e d 1 2 - 5 - 8 6 ) 

I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I i recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
H State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 

Massachusetts His tor ica l ConiTii ssion 
siirvey #305 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 

Quad: Salem 

UTM References 
A 

less than one acre 

Zone Easting 

Scale 1:25000 

l 4 i 7 l Q i 9 l 5 i 9 i O l 
Northing 

B 
Zone Easting 

J L 

J L 

Northing 

I . I I I . . 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See assessors map 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries of the nominated property are the boundaries of plot #143, 1590. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Anerican Landmarks Inc . , ^ l i^ahpth A White, Setsy Friedberg. Diroctor I'Jationa-

I Commission date Register organization Massachusetts His tor ica l 
street & number 80 B o y l s t o n S t r e e t 
city or town 

617 727-3470 
Boston 

. telephone  
,state fMassachusetts zip codeOli l l 
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CD resubmission 
CI] nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
CD appeal 

Substantive Review: IZ] sample • request • appeal 

AUG 61987 Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: , . . / 
Date Due: 9 / ^ , ^ 7 f / ^ / ? ^ 
Action: ACCEPT 

. . . ^TURN 9 ' / ^ - t f - 7 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria^ 
Reviewer 

Date 
see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation In Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

• summary paragraph 
completeness 

• clarity 
^^alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

I appealain.e / / I • -

'^&/E: ftiV^xyyy-'^ 



P^zct<2JL M^^^"^ zp^<2ect 

8. Significance 

Periody Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness. 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal t>oundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification .-^ • D i 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

n 
Signed- Date Phone:. 

G P O 91 6 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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1 • Name of Property 
histor ic n a m e F i r - ^ t l l m r a r i a n C . h u i r r h ( p r ^ f P r r p r i 

Other names/site number p^ rk Sgnar-P rh..T-r-h 

2. Location 
street & number 7 p^r-ir s^T•t.<.t )pot for publication 

city, town p^^h^Hy U ^vicinity 

state MA " code Q2'} county code nnq zip code ni QffO 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
Fyl private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
pyl building(s) 
I I district 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
H/A 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

I buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

1 Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register Q 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
[Al nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official y> Qipte 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Coimnission, State H i s t o r i c Preserva t ion O f f i c e 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

I i entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet, 

undetermined eligible for the National 
Register. | ^ See continuation sheet, 

n determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 
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Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
R p l i g i n u s S t r u c t u r e - Church M u l t i p l e D w e l l i n R - Condominium 

7. Descr ipt ion 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation unknown 
Hrppk Rpvival walls clapboard 
T^a^ ianatP 

roof asphalt shingles 
other N/A 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Peabody's Fi rs t Unitarian Church (Park Square Church) displays a combination 
of Greek Revival and Italianate elements. In overall form i t follows the 
classic New England meeting house with i t s pedimented facade and multi-staged 
steeple a l l of white painted wood. The entry porch added in 1872 is 
Italianate in character, with bold sculptural forms. The ta l l double doors 
are surmounted by a lunette, and are placed beneath a barrel-vaulted roof 
which projects from the center of the main facade. The doors are flanked by 
paired, incised pi lasters; from there the wall on each side curves back to 
another pair of pilasters where i t joins the main facade. Rectangular windows 
set into this curved wall are framed by a simple moulding. A heavy cornice is 
supported by brackets, emphasizing the sculptural quality of this portion of 
the building. The facade behind the porch i s , in contrast, restrained in i t s 
use of ornament. This was the original portico of the church and six columns 
are s t i l l v is ib le , although the spaces between them are now f i l l e d in and 
faced with clapboards. The columns terminate in modest molded capitals and 
support a plain board architrave and bracketed cornice. A well-proportioned 
pediment, also faced in wood clapboards, completes this temple-front facade. 

On the north and south elevation are paired round-head windows below an oculus 
window, set within a round-arched hood moulding with a projecting keystone. 
Four of these are placed between the corner pilaster at the front of the 
building and a second pilaster approximately two thirds of the way down the 
facade, and date from the 1872 remodeling. The two large windows between this 
pi laster and the rear of the building are similar in form but d i f fer s l ight ly 
in scale. They are elongated and lack the hood moulding and keystone of the 
others. On the north facade a small round-arched window bordered with square 
l ights is placed mid-way up the facade just beyond the middle pi laster, 
corresponding with the inter ior stair landing. This window is s ty l i s t i ca l l y 
di f ferent from the others and appears to date from s t i l l later renovation of 
unknown date . 

r~^See continuation sheet 
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Below this window is a small entrance porch, covering the lower portion of the 
pilaster. This porch, whose paired pilasters and simple pediment echo the main 
facade, contains two more small round-arched windows on each side. The double 
doors are topped by a transom of square lights. A 1906 photograph shows a 
small bracketed comice over a single door i n this position; the present porch 
was probably added during a 1927 renovation. On the sou1±i wall there is a 
two-story rectory wing projecting from the facade, and covering the lower 
portion of the middle pilaster. This wing was added i n 1868 and originally 
served as a chapel. 

The chiorch was originally surmounted by a multiple-stage steeple vAiich was 
ccmpleted i n 1829, at which time the original b e l l was installed. A new bell 
was installed i n 1887. The cubic base of the steeple is ornamented with 
wooden quoins and contains an oculus window i n the center of i t s east face. 
Curved brackets support a comice echoing that on the building below. Ihe 
base is a l l that now remains of the original three-stage steeple. The stage 
surmounting the base was ornamented with comer columns and round-arched 
windows similar to those on the norlJi and south elevations. This stage was i n 
turn topped by a pyramidal spire. The i^jper stages of the steeple were 
dismantled after the b e l l was removed and relocated to the new church i n 
Danvers in 1967. 

The interior of the church i s divided into several distinct spaces. One 
enters through a vestibule which leads into the large, two-story auditorium 
space occi-^ing most of the front half of the building. The interior 
furnishings of this space, which included wooden pews, a platform pulpit, 
choir and organ l o f t , were dismantled by the congregation when i t relocated to 
Danvers. The organ was removed, and an Aaron Willard clock that had hung i n 
the church was presented to the Peabody Museum. The pilastered walls and 
ceiling i n this room have suffered damage from water i n f i l i t r a t i o n i n the 
years since tihe building was vacated. 

The rear of- the main block i s divided into two floors. A round-arched door at 
the back of the auditorium opens on a staircase that leads up to the second 
floor. The rooms i n this section were used for various piarposes throughout 
the church's history, and contain no distinctive furnishings or trim. 
Attached to this portion of the original building is the ca. 1868 wing vvhich 
served as a rectory and parish house. This wing contained meeting rooms, a 
dining rocsn and kitchen. Mb significant interior details remain i n this 
section. 

continued 



United States Department of the Interior RECEIVED 
National Park Service 

^. , « . X « I . - A • n i JUN 13 1988 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet REGISTER 

Section number _ Z _ _ Page ^ F i r s t uni ta r ian Church, Peabody, MA 

The church has been the victim of gradual deterioration and decay during the 
past twenty years. No major work seems to have been done to the building 
since the 1939 renovations. A 1954 church vis i t a t i o n report noted that "the 
buildings are rather old and show signs of neglect," due no doubt to the 
dwindling resoiarces of the parish. The loss of the steeple i n 1967 has been 
tihe most dramatic change i n the church's appearance. 

Archaeology 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, i t is 
hic^ly l i k e l y that sites are present. At least eight sites have been reported 
i n the general area (within one mile). The physical characteristics of the 
property prior to European settlement may have made this an attractive area 
for native settlement and subsistence a c t i v i t i e s . Tidewater frcsn tJie North 
River originally extended to this area as well as several tributary brooks. 
Following settlement, many of these wetlands were altered and f i l l e d tihrough 
urban development, '̂lany favorable site locations around wetlands peripherals 
may have alsobeen altered or destroyed though i t is possible some sites 
survived. Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i n Peabody are poorly 
documented, any surviving sites woiold be significant. Regional as well as 
local significance might result from sites found i n this area and t±ieir 
possible association witJi sites along Salem Harbor, Beverly Harbor, and their 
tributary river, a l l known areas of prehistoric period settlement about two to 
three miles to the north and east. 

There is also a potential for significant historic remains on the property. 
Background research, controlled testing, cind excavation may help to determine 
v^etJier or not remains survive frcan settlement and econcanic activities vSiich 
may have pre-dated church construction. Colonial settlement was present in 
this area begining ca. 1626. Cultural remains may also survive frcxn post-1826 
church-related activities which took place on grounds around the structure. 
Each of these sources could provide detailed information on the changing 
social, cultural, and economic patterns that characterized the developanent 
from rural to urban l i f e i n Peabody. 
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Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally [ I ] statewide [ 3 locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria ^ A Q C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A C U B ^ C ^ F I | G • 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
A r c h i t e c t u r e ^ 

Significant Person 
N / A 

Period of Significance Significant Dates 

1872 
1922 

Cultural Affiliation 
-UlA 

Architect/Builder 
u n k n o w n 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The First Unitarian Church in Peabody, built in 1 
Revival church whose mid-19th century overlay of 
the prosperity and confidence of the Unitarian co 
architecturally significant for its fine quality 
Italianate-style detailing. Retaining integrity 
materials, feeling and workmanship, the First Uni 
associations with the development of the Unitaria 
North Shore area well into the 20th century, thus 
the National Register of Historic Places on the 1 

826 is an example of a Greek 
Italianate features reflects 
ngregation. The building is 
Greek Revival and 
of location, design, setting, 
tarian Church conveys its 
n Church in Peabody and the 
f u l f i l l i n g criterion C of 

ocal level. 

The history of the First Unitarian Church and its congregation is closely tied 
to the history of the town i t served. The original village of Brooksby was 
settled in 1626; in 1752 i t joined with Salem Village (now Danvers) to form 
Danvers Township. Although nominally united, the two functioned as separate 
towns, and after 1813 each elected its own town officials. During this period 
the town, f i r s t as South Danvers and then as Peabody, grew from an 
agriculture-based village of 700 to a large manufacturing town, with a 
population of 1,643 by 1800 and 8,110 by 1850. The leather industry, 
established in the 1730s, grew rapidly and gave Peabody an industrial 
character which emphasized its separate identity from the still-agricultural 
Danvers. 

The religious character of the area was also changing in the late 18th-early 
19th century. The liberalism which developed within the Congregational 
Churches of the Standing Order in New England was gaining strength, and by 
1805 had caused the split between the Congregational Church and what came to 
be called Unitarianism. Between 1805 and 1835, approximately 1/3 of the 
Congregational churches in Massachusetts had become Unitarian; in other cases 
groups split off from the main congregation and formed their own churches. In 
Peabody, on January 1, 1825, "a company of 15 gentlemen assembled...to confer 
together as to the organization of a new religious society in South Danvers, 
which should be in harmony with the sentiments known as Unitarian". 1825 was 
the year in which the American Unitarian Association was organized, and towns 
all over New England were mirroring the events in P6abod^g^g^jjf^^|j,^^|j^ 
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was incorporated, in Jione of 1825, an appointed ccsttmittee reported plans for 
the new church, which was to be "outwardly similar to the church i n Lynn, and 
with interior arrangements l i k e those of Rev. Mr. Coleman's church i n Salem". 
Construction was begun shortly thereafter, and was finished i n July 1826, at a 
tot a l cost of $8,734.00. 

The founders and members of the original congregation included many prominent 
citizens of Peabody. Abner Sanger and Benjamin Goodridge, two men who were 
successful i n the tanning industry, paid for the cost of building the cellar 
in exchange for allowing them to store hides i n i t s for a period of ten 
years. Leverett Saltonstall and Benjamin M e r r i l l , two successful lawyers i n 
the area presented an Aaron Willard clock which was placed i n the 
auditorium. The cost of construction was covered by selling pew subscriptions 
to the original congregation. 

The church building was dedicated July 26, 1826, and the pulpit was 
temporarily SL^splied by Mr. Alcxizo H i l l . In April of 1827 a church was formed 
of 71 members, and the Reverend Charles Seawall of Dedham was installed as 
Pastor. The congregation grew with Peabody; as the tanning industry 
flourished, the town grew prosperous, and so did the church. The introduction 
of steam boilers and the invention of the s p l i t t i n g machine revolutionized the 
leather production i n 1840; by 1855 i t had become the town's chief industry 
with other 27 tanneries i n operation. The growth of the town prompted 
agitation for a high school to serve the area, and in 1850 one was established 
in a small, one-story building at the rear of the church, which had once been 
used as a chapel or vestry. In the f i r s t year 25 pupils attended class there, 
and i n ensuing years the class grew to 43. 

A severe f i r e vrSiich swept Peabody i n 1843 and "threatened at times the 
destruction of the entire center of Peabody" did spread to the church 
building, but serious damage was prevented by "strenuos and daring exertions 
of a few people who held their dangerous position on i t s roof u n t i l the p e r i l 
was averted." 

In 1855 the two towns that make up Danvers Township separated, and were 
incorporated as Danvers and South Danvers. At this time the high school was 
relocated to a new building designed to serve as the Town Hall. The building 
at the rear of the church became a dwelling, and was later moved to Washington 
Street. In 1868, the town of South Danvers voted to change i t s name to 
Peabody, after the famous philanthropist George Peabody, a native of the 
area. In May of the same year, construction was begun on a new dhapel at the 
rear of the church. The chapel was coirjileted i n October 1869, the whole 
expense being assumed by the Ladies Association of the parish. 

continued 
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The prosperi ty of Peabody during th is period is attested to by the major 
renovations undertaken in 1872. The or ig ina l temple-front Greek Revival 
bu i ld ing was remodelled in the then-popular I ta l iana te s t y l e . I t was at th is 
time that the port ico was enclosed and an entry porch containing a new 
vest ibule was added to the f ron t facade. The large windows on the north and 
south were modif ied, and I ta l iana te decorative elements incorporated. The 
i n t e r i o r of the church was completely reconstructed; the gal lery was removed 
and the auditorium remodeled and r e f i t t e d . The cost of these renovations, 
$15,000, surpassed the cost of the or ig ina l bu i l d ing , and were paid in f u l l by 
the congregation. During the renovation services were held in the new chapel. 
The church was rededicated fo l lowing the renovations; the sermon at the 
re-opening was del ivered by Edward Everett Hale. A new organ was ins ta l l ed in 
1886 and the fo l lowing year the b e l l f r y was improved and a new bel l i n s t a l l e d . 

Peabody and the F i r s t Unitar ian Church f lour ished throught the remainder of 
the 19th century and for the f i r s t decades of the 20th century. In 1927 a 
small entrance porch was added on the north e levat ion. In 1939, the church 
was painted white and clapboards were repaired. 

Support for the church dwindled in the 1940s as Peabody's population became 
predominantly Cathol ic. Of the more than 20 protestant churches in Peabody, 
the Episcopalian and Congregational Churches remained the strongest, while the 
Unitar ian Church began to f lounder. In 1945 i t merged with the F i r s t 
Universal is t Church of Peabody and became a federated church in 1947, with 
services to be held at the F i r s t Unitar ian Church. The congregations, 
however, continued to erode and the locat ion of the members sh i f ted to 
Danvers. In 1965 the Peabody church united with the church in Danvers to 
become the North Shore Unitar ian Universal is t Church. Services were held in 
Peabody while a new church was being constructed in Danvers; when i t was 
completed in September of 1967 the F i r s t Unitar ian Church was vacated. 

Presently, the church bu i ld ing is res ident ia l i n use. Rehabi l i ta t ion included 
the careful and f a i t h f u l restorat ion of the ex te r io r . A l l s i gn i f i can t 
ex ter io r features have been preserved. The new white i ron ra i l i ngs across the 
upper ha l f of the windows, and the shades at the lower ha l f , are i n t e r i o r 
f i x tu res which indicate the new use w i t h i n . The new floow level i s not 
v i s i b l e from the ex te r io r . 

continued 
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The interior treatment is characterized by retention of details and most 
partitions, but major spaces have been subdivided. The auditorium has been 
subdivided into multiple units, with new floor levels. All perimeter finishes 
have been preserved, including window casings, baseboards and doors. 
Although, the tall open space that historically defined the church as meeting 
place has been subdivided, the main entry vestibule retains most of its 
character even though i t has been somewhat shortened by a new wall. The 
secondary entry hall and stair have also been preserved, but the similar space 
on the south has been altered by the introduction of a kitchen below the stair 
on the first level. Walls, doors, and finshes of the minister's quarters in 
the south ell have been preserved with a few partitions added. 

end 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

See Assessor's Map 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries of the nominated property are the boundaries of plot #143, 1590. 

I I See continuation sheet 
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1 . N a m e o f P r o p e r t y 

historic name F i r s r U n i t a r i a n C h u r c h ( p r p f p r r p H ) 
other names/site number P a r k S g n a r p C h n r r h 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

street & number 7 P a r k S t r p p t j j / ^ n lot for publication 

city, town p p a h n d y vicinity 

state -MA_ code Q?5 county F .sse^ code n n 9 zip code ni Q(\n 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

Fy l private 

I I public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

py l building(s) 

I I district 

• site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

1 
Noncontributing 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

N /A 

Number of contributing resources previously  

listed in the National Register p 

4 . S t a t e / F e d e r a l A g e n c y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

l A l nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property E meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 
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M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n , S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. N a t i o n a l P a r k S e r v i c e C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

Unentered in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 

Register. See continuation sheet. 

1 I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 

I I other, (explain:) 

1- /f - f j 

y Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6 . F u n c t i o n o r U s e F i r . ^ t l l n i t a r i a n C h i . r r h , P p a h r ^ H y , MA 

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
R p l i g i o u s S t r u c t u r e - Church M u l t i p l e D w e l l i n g - Condominium 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation unknown 
f i rppk R p v i v a l walls c l a p b o a r d 
^ta^ ianal-f 

roof a s p h a l t s h i n g l e s 
other N/A 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Peabody's F i r s t Unitar ian Church (Park Square Church) displays a combination 
of Greek Revival and I ta l iana te elements. In overal l form i t fol lows the 
c lassic New England meeting house with i t s pedimented facade and mult i -staged 
Steeple a l l of white painted wood. The entry porch added in 1872 i s 
I ta l iana te in character, with bold sculptural forms. The t a l l double doors 
are surmounted by a l une t te , and are placed beneath a barre l -vaul ted roof 
which projects from the center of the main facade. The doors are flanked by 
paired, incised p i l as te r s ; from there the wall on each side curves back to 
another pair of p i las ters where i t jo ins the main facade. Rectangular windows 
set in to t h i s curved wall are framed by a simple moulding. A heavy cornice i s 
supported by brackets, emphasizing the sculptural qual i ty of th i s port ion of 
the bu i ld ing . The facade behind the porch i s , i n cont rast , restrained in i t s 
use of ornament. This was the or ig ina l port ico of the church and six columns 
are s t i l l v i s i b l e , although the spaces between them are now f i l l e d in and 
faced wi th clapboards. The columns terminate in modest molded cap i ta ls and 
support a p la in board archi t rave and bracketed cornice. A wel l-proport ioned 
pediment, also faced in wood clapboards, completes th i s temple-front facade. 

On the north and south elevat ion are paired round-head windows below an oculus 
window, set w i th in a round-arched hood moulding with a pro ject ing keystone. 
Four of these are placed between the corner p i l as te r a t the f ron t of the 
bui ld ing and a second p i l as te r approximately two th i rds of the way down the 
facade, and date from the 1872 remodeling. The two large windows between th i s 
p i l as te r and the rear of the bu i ld ing are s imi la r in form but d i f f e r s l i g h t l y 
in scale. They are elongated and lack the hood moulding and keystone of the 
others. On the north facade a small round-arched window bordered with square 
l i gh t s is placed mid-way up the facade j u s t beyond the middle p i l a s t e r , 
corresponding with the i n t e r i o r s t a i r landing. This window is s t y l i s t i c a l l y 
d i f f e r e n t from the others and appears to date from s t i l l l a te r renovation of 
unknown date . 

r ^ S e e continuation sheet 
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Below tihis window is a small entrance porch, covering the lower portion of the 
pilaster. This porch, whose paired pilasters and simple pediment echo the main 
facade, contains two more small round-arched windows on each side. The double 
doors are topped by a transom of square lights. A 1906 fhotograph shows a 
small bracketed comice over a single door i n this position; the present porch 
was probably added during a 1927 renovation. On the south wall there is a 
twD-story rectory wing projecting from the facade, and covering tlie lower 
portion of the middle pilaster. This wing was added i n 1868 and originally 
served as a chapel. 

The church was originally surmounted by a multiple-stage steeple which was 
coirpleted i n 1829, at which time the original b e l l was installed. A new be l l 
was installed i n 1887. The cubic base of the steeple is ornamented with 
wooden quoins and contains an oculus window i n the center of i t s east face. 
Curved brackets support a comice echoing tliat on the building below. The 
base i s a l l that now remains of the original three-stage steeple. The stage 
surmounting the base was omamented with comer columns and round-arched 
windows similar to those on the north and south elevations. This stage was i n 
tum topped by a pyramidal spire. The upper stages of the steeple were 
dismantled after the b e l l was removed and relocated to the new church i n 
Danvers in 1967. 

The interior of the church i s divided into several distinct spaces. One 
enters through a vestibule which leads into the large, two-story auditorium 
space occupying most of the front half of the building. The interior 
furnishings of this space, which included wooden pews, a platform pulpit, 
choir and organ l o f t , were dismantled by the congregation when i t relocated to 
Danvers. The organ was removed, and an Aaron Willard clock that had hung i n 
the church was presented to the Peabody Museum. The pilastered walls eind 
ceiling i n this room have suffered damage from water i n f i l i t r a t i o n i n the 
years since the building was vacated. 

The rear of the main block i s divided into two floors. A round-arched door at 
the back of the auditorium opens on a staircase that leads up to the second 
floor. The rooms in t l i i s section were used for various purposes throughout 
the church's history, and contain no distinctive furnishings or trim. 
Attached to this portion of the original building is the ca. 1868 wing v^*lich 
served as a rectory and parish house. This wing contained meeting rooms, a 
dining room and kitchen. No significant interior details remain i n this 
section. 

continued 
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The church has been the victim of gradual deterioration and decay during the 
past twenty years. No major work seems to have been done to the building 
since tihe 1939 renovations. A 1954 church vis i t a t i o n report noted that "the 
buildings are rather old and show signs of neglect," due no doubt to the 
dwindling resources of the parish. The loss of the steeple i n 1967 has been 
the most dramatic change i n the church's appearance. 

Archaeology 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, i t is 
highly l i k e l y that sites are present. At least eight sites have been reported 
i n the general area (within one mile). The physical characteristics of the 
property prior to European settlement may have made this an attractive area 
for native settlement and subsistence a c t i v i t i e s . Tidewater from the North 
River originally extended to this area as well as several tributary brooks. 
Following settlement, many of these wetlands were altered and f i l l e d through 
urban development, '̂feny favorable site locations around wetlands peripherals 
may have alsobeen altered or destroyed though i t is possible some sites 
survived. Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i n Peabody are poorly 
documented, any surviving sites would be significant. Regional as well as 
local significance might result from sites found i n this area and their 
possible association with sites along Salem Harbor, Beverly Harbor, and their 
tributary river, a l l known areas of prehistoric period settlement about two to 
three miles to the north and east. 

There is also a potential for significant historic remains on tJie property. 
Background research, controlled testing, and excavation may help to determine 
whether or not remains survive from settlement and economic activities which 
may have pre-dated church construction. Colonial settlement was present in 
this area begining ca. 1626. Cultural remains may also survive from post-1826 
church-related activities which took place on grounds around the structure. 
Each of these sources could provide detailed information on the changing 
social, cultural, and economic patterns that characterized the development 
frcan rural to urban l i f e i n Peabody. 
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Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

O nationally I I statewide f l j locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria Q A Q C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A Q B n c ^ D • £ ^ F I |G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 1826-1 938 1«7? 

1927 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N / A u n k n o w n 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The F i r s t Unitar ian Church in Peabody, b u i l t in 1826 is an example of a Greek 
Revival church whose mid-19th century overlay of I ta l i ana te features re f l ec t s 
the prosperi ty and confidence of the Unitar ian congregation. The bui ld ing is 
a rch i tec tu ra l l y s i gn i f i can t for i t s f ine qua l i ty Greek Revival and 
I t a l i ana te -s t y l e d e t a i l i n g . Retaining i n t eg r i t y of l oca t ion , design, se t t i ng , 
mater ia ls , fee l ing and workmanship, the F i r s t Unitar ian Church conveys i t s 
associations with the development of the Unitar ian Church in Peabody and the 
North Shore area well i n to the 20th century, thus f u l f i l l i n g c r i t e r i o n C of 
the National Register of H is tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

The history of the F i r s t Unitar ian Church and i t s congregation i s closely t i ed 
to the h is tory of the town i t served. The or ig ina l v i l l age of Brooksby was 
set t led in 1626; in 1752 i t jo ined with Salem Vi l lage (now Danvers) to form 
Danvers Township. Although nominally un i ted, the two functioned as separate 
towns, and a f te r 1813 each elected i t s own town o f f i c i a l s . During th is period 
the town, f i r s t as South Danvers and then as Peabody, grew from an 
agriculture-based v i l l age of 700 to a large manufacturing town, with a 
population of 1,643 by 1800 and 8,110 by 1850. The leather indust ry , 
established in the 1730s, grew rapid ly and gave Peabody an indus t r ia l 
character which emphasized i t s separate i den t i t y from the s t i l l - a g r i c u l t u r a l 
Danvers. 

The re l ig ious character of the area was also changing in the la te ISth-ear ly 
19th century. The l ibera l ism which developed wi th in the Congregational 
Churches of the Standing Order in New England was gaining st rength, and by 
1805 had caused the s p l i t between the Congregational Church and what came to 
be ca l led Unitarianism. Between 1805 and 1835, approximately 1/3 of the 
Congregational churches in Massachusetts had become Uni tar ian; in other cases 
groups s p l i t o f f from the main congregation and formed the i r own churches. In 
Peabody, on January 1 , 1825, "a company of 15 gentlemen assembled...to confer 
together as to the organization of a new re l ig ious society in South Danvers, 
which should be in harmony with the sentiments known as Un i ta r ian" . 1825 was 
the year in which the American Unitar ian Association was organized, and towns 
a l l over New England were mir ror ing the events in Peabodyg^g^i^jjf^^gjjjgji^lj^^ 
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was incorporated, in June of 1825, an appointed committee reported plans for 
the new church, which was to be "outwardly similar to the church i n Lynn, and 
with interior arrangements l i k e those of Rev. Mr. Coleman's church i n Salem". 
Construction was begun shortly thereafter, and was finished i n July 1826, at a 
to t a l cost of $8,734.00. 

The founders and members of the original congregation included many prominent 
citizens of Peabody. Abner Sanger and Benjamin Goodridge, two men who were 
successful i n the tanning industry, paid for the cost of building the cellar 
in exchange for allowing them to store hides i n i t s for a period of ten 
years. Leverett Saltonstall and Benjamin iVterrill, two successful lawyers i n 
the area presented an Aaron Willard clock which was placed i n lihe 
auditorium. The cost of construction was covered by selling pew subscriptions 
to the original congregation. 

The church building was dedicated July 26, 1826, and the pulpit was 
temporarily si^jplied by Mr. Alonzo H i l l . In April of 1827 a church was formed 
of 71 members, and the Reverend Charles Seawall of Dedham was installed as 
Pastor. The congregation grew witli Peabody; as the tanning industry 
flourished, the town grew prosperous, and so did the chiorch. The introduction 
of steam boilers and the invention of the s p l i t t i n g machine revolutionized the 
leather production i n 1840; by 1855 i t had become the town's chief industry 
with other 27 tanneries i n operation. The growth of the town prompted 
agitation for a high school to serve the area, and in 1850 one was established 
in a small, one-story building at the rear of the church, whic±i had once been 
used as a chapel or vestry. In the f i r s t year 25 pupils attended class there, 
and i n ensuing years the class grew to 43. 

A severe f i r e vdiich swept Peabody i n 1843 and "threatened at times the 
destruction of the entire center of Peabody" did spread to the church 
building, but serious damage was prevented by "strenuos and daring exertions 
of a few people who held their dangerous position on i t s roof u n t i l the p e r i l 
was averted." 

In 1855 the twD towns that make up Danvers Township separated, and were 
incorporated as Danvers and South Danvers. At this time the high school was 
relocated to a new building designed to serve as the Town Hall. The building 
at the rear of the church became a dwelling, and was later moved to Washington 
Street. In 1868, the town of South Danvers voted to change i t s name to 
Peabody, after the famous philanthropist George Peabody, a native of the 
area. In May of the same year, construction was begun on a new chapel at tlie 
rear of the church. The chapel was completed i n October 1869, tihe whole 
expense being assumed by the Ladies Association of the parish. 

continued 
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The prosperity of Peabody during this period is attested to by the major 
renovations undertaken in 1872. The original temple-front Greek Revival 
building was remodelled in the then-popular Italianate style. I t was at this 
time that the portico was enclosed and an entry porch containing a new 
vestibule was added to the front facade. The large windows on the north and 
south were modified, and Italianate decorative elements incorporated. The 
inter ior of the church was completely reconstructed; the gallery was removed 
and the auditorium remodeled and re f i t t ed . The cost of these renovations, 
$15,000, surpassed the cost of the original building, and were paid in fu l l by 
the congregation. During the renovation services were held in the new chapel. 
The church was rededicated following the renovations; the sermon at the 
re-opening was delivered by Edward Everett Hale. A new organ was instal led in 
1886 and the following year the bel l f ry was improved and a new bell instal led. 

Peabody and the First Unitarian Church flourished throught the remainder of 
the 19th century and for the f i r s t decades of the 20th century. In 1927 a 
small entrance porch was added on the north elevation. In 1939, the church 
was painted white and clapboards were repaired. 

Support for the church dwindled in the 1940s as Peabody's population became 
predominantly Catholic. Of the more than 20 protestant churches in Peabody, 
the Episcopalian and Congregational Churches remained the strongest, while the 
Unitarian Church began to flounder. In 1945 i t merged with the First 
Universalist Church of Peabody and became a federated church in 1947, with 
services to be held at the First Unitarian Church. The congregations, 
however, continued to erode and the location of the members shifted to 
Danvers. In 1965 the Peabody church united with the church in Danvers to 
become the North Shore Unitarian Universalist Church. Services were held in 
Peabody while a new church was being constructed in Danvers; when i t was 
completed in September of 1967 the First Unitarian Church was vacated. 

Presently, the church building is residential in use. Rehabilitation included 
the careful and faithful restoration of the exterior. All significant 
exterior features have been preserved. The new white iron railings across the 
upper half of the windows, and the shades at the lower half, are interior 
fixtures which indicate the new use within. The new floow level is not 
visible from the exterior. 

continued 
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The interior treatment is characterized by retention of details and most 
partitions, but major spaces have been subdivided. The auditorium has been 
subdivided into multiple units, with new floor levels. All perimeter finishes 
have been preserved, including window casings, baseboards and doors. 
Although, the tall open space that historically defined the church as meeting 
place has been subdivided, the main entry vestibule retains most of its 
character even though i t has been somewhat shortened by a new wall. The 
secondary entry hall and stair have also been preserved, but the similar space 
on the south has been altered by the introduction of a kitchen below the stair 
on the first level. Walls, doors, and finshes of the minister's quarters in 
the south ell have been preserved with a few partitions added. 

end 
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A better understanding of the content within which the First Unitarian 
church flourished at the time of its 1872 alterations, and the influences which 
lead to those changes, can be better understood from an examination of the 
city during the period leading up to, during, and immediately following the 
Qvii War. 

Profile Of Peabodv As A Town 

Peabody, Massachusetts evolved in the relatively short space of thirteen 
years from the South Parish of Danvers, to the separate municipality of 
South Danvers inl855, to the Town of Peabody in 1868. Matching a steady 
population increase, the valuation of property rose steadily from S2 million 
in 1856 to $3.6 million in 1860 to $ 3.8 million in 1865, to $ 7.2 million by 
1887. 

As mentioned earlier in the section, but worth repeating, the complexion of 
the community changed, from a primarily agrarian economy through the 
1830's to, at the time of its separation from Danvers inl855, an industrial 
center primarily devoted to tanning and shoe and boot manufacture. The 
value of manufactured products rose steadily from $ 2.5 million in 1855. to 
$ 2.85 in 1860, to $4.2 million in 1865 where it peaked, remaining steady in 
the $ 4.2 million range through the early 1880s. 

While the agricultural output increased by approximately the same 60r. 
during the same years, rising from $ 75,000 in 1855 to $120,000 in 1880 the 
percentage of total town revenue generated by agricultural pursuits, became 
less and less significant. 

state Historic Preservation Officer 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Conmission 
July 25, 1989 
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In his definitive History of Essei County Massachusetts, published in 1888, 
D. Hamilton Hurd wrote: "The town of Peabody has continued the process of 
development begun half and century ago, and has become distinctly a 
manufacturing town. Large numbers of operatives, many of them of foreign 
birth, labor in the various factories..."" The general aspect of the town is 
suggestive of a thriving active and successful business community, with 
many evidences of cultivated taste and judgement in the dwellings on the 
principal streets, and manifestations of an enlightened public spirit seen in 
excellent streets, commodious and well-kept public buildings and school 
houses..." 

By the mid 1860s the town contained, in addition to its 27 tanneries, 24 
currying shops (hide preparation prior to tanning), 13 skin lining shops, 12 
boot and shoe manufacturers, 4 glue factories, a last factory ( producing 
wooden shoe mould), and a woolen miil...all relating one way or another to a 
slightly unglamorous business spectrum of animal by-products, but a 
profitable niche in the industry of eastern Massachusetts nonetheless. 

Although in 1860 leather workers earned an average of $ 375/yr. compared 
to the $ 225 annual wage of shoe workers, local histories record two 
"extensive strikes" among men employed in the manufacture of leather in 
the town, one in 1863 and another, lasting seven months, in 1886. 

The percentage of "foreign born" or immigrant labor was relatively small in 
Peabody at the time however (827 out of a total population of 6.500. or 12% 
in 1860), a far smaller percentage than in some of the state's larger industrial 
centers like Fall River, Lowell and Lawrence. On balance, the assimilation of 
immigrant groups does not figure prominently into the annals of Peabody, a 
town in which the native population seems to have adapted, without the 
need for massive infusion of cheap immigrant labor, in its transition to 
manufacturing. 
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By the years just after the Civil War, Peabody was becoming, not only an 
important manufaauring center, but also a suburb. According to Hurd, 
"many of the heads of families are occupied during the day in Boston, the 
facilities of railroad communication making the town a convenient place of 
residence for such as do not wish, or cannot afford to live in the city [of 
Boston]." 

In 1865 the first steam fire engine was bought, a Button engine purchased at 
the cost of $ 3.500. Four years later, in 1869, the largest cemetery Cedar . 
Grove, covering 136 acres, was purchased by the City for $5,000. 

Peabody's growth during the period is also reflected in its infrastructure. 
The town water supply, for instance, until 1850 provided through a series of 
hollowed-out wooden logs, was upgraded in that year by the installation of 
iron pipe, and again in 1867 when the town laid cement pipes with 16" 
feeders to accommodate the growing demand by industry and residents. 

Peabody of the 2d and 3d quarters of the 19th century, was a town in 
transformation, rapidly on its way to becoming a thriving city built on an 
economy which was, alas, aws in the case of so many other textile and 
leather centers in New England, to vanish in the 2d and 3d quarters of the 
20th century. 

Effect On Houses Of Worship: 

The quarter-centur/ between 1850 and 1875 witnessed a sustained 
commitment to upgrading and modifying protestant houses of worship -
noteworthy in Peabody as a reflection of the vitahty which cut across the 
industrial and mercantile sectors of the town hfe. Following is a brief, but 
telling summary of the changes to the three other major churches in the 
town at the time:. They place in much clearer comparative focus, the changes 
made to the First Unitarian Church during the same period. 



11 r 

United States Department of the Interior ^' 1 3 i'989 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number ^ Page ^ °^ -"-̂  

The First Universalist Parish of Peabody (formerly the Second Universalist 
Society of Danvers) altered its 1835 Greek Revival church building in 1867, 
when the Society "voted to remodel the church..in a thorough manner at an 
expense of $ 9,000" (1). The church was rededicated in 1868. In 1873 the 
Society remodelled its vestry, spending an additional $ 1,200. In 1879 the 
Universalists spent $2,500 more to literally raise their church building off 
the ground "to give more height to the vesiry and to improve the 
entrancs"(2). 

The Second Congregational church of Danvers (South Parish) was Peabody's 
oldest parish, its church building originally constructed in 1811. The building 
was torn down in 1836, and replaced by a new church building. A new 
parsonage was added to the church complex in 1869. Changes to the Second 
Congregational church continued. In 1880 "extensive changes were made to 
the interior of the church" according to Hurd. 

As an interesting aside, we know that the First Unitarian Church at Park 
Square had offered the use of its then quite new (1828) building to the 
Congregationalists in 1834 while their new church was being constructed. 
Interestingly, the Congregationahsts spurned the offer, deciding instead to 
meet in a cramped, makeshift hall 

To a lesser extent the Methodists were not immune to the competition, for in 
1859 their own 1836 church structure was "raised up and remodelled"; in 
1863 a Stevens clock was placed in the tower of the church, and a new bell 
was installed; in 1868 the society purchased a parsonage on Sewell Street for 
$ 2 thousand. Further improvements and modifications to the Methodist 
meeting house continued on into the 1880's, including remodelling the vestry 
in 1876, and a new organ in 1879. In 1882 the Stevens clock was replaced by 
a new Howard clock 

1." Hurd, D.H. H i s t o r y Of Essex Co. Vol 2 . , page 1023 

2 . i b i d , page 10 30 
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While there is no hard evidence to substantiate it, one might easily conclude 
from the frenzy of church building and remodelling of the period, that in 
addition to the competition for the salvation of souls, there was a certain 
unspoken social competition associated with church parishes during the 
period between 1825 and the end of the century. 

These facts concerning the physical manifestations of Peabody's religious life 
are of relative insignificance today; however they underscore and reflect the 
rapidity with which the community was quickly evolving, and gaining 
importance as a manufacturing community in the regional economy. 

These ubiquitous remodellings and retrofits of the towns protestant parishes 
during the period also suggests a general perception of one's religious 
aflhation as integral to one s civic persona- indeed it would seem that 
religion in Peabody during those years, or at least Protestantism, was a 
virtual competition to see which parish could out spend the others. 

The architecture of the old meeting houses, especially in the cases of the four 
Protestant denominations, was clearly not sacrosanct to their congregations. 
Today, with 100 years hindsight and our appreciation for the simplicity of an 
earher era, we regard pristine classical revival church buildings as 
quintissentially "New England". In the 1860's and '70's, Peabody was in a 
state of profound change, economically, socially, and one may infer, 
religiously. The parishes of that period had no seL̂ -image of quaintness, nor 
qualms about fundamental change to existing church structures. In fact, the 
drastic changes wtiich took place in all three of the major Protestant houses 
of worship reflect a dynam.isin and forward-looking attitude which is 
difficult for us to gauge today. 



I M l I M I O e i t 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number _ i Page i_2L_^° 

As an historical footnote, it should be mentioned that the Roman Catholic 
population of Peabody, then growing through the immigration of Irish and 
Italian labor for the tanning and shoe industries, had no church at all in 
Peabody until 1879 when St. John's Church parish was dedicated. By far the 
largest church structure in Peabody when completed, St. John's 
accommodated 1.200 worshippers at mass. Constructed of '"brick with 
granite trimmings", St. John's became, and remains to this day. the largest 
religious structure in Peabody. 

The Episcopahans, also late-comers in the development of organized religion 
in Peabody, were not to erect their first church until 1877. 

The Influence Of George Peabodv: 

Although difficult to prove empirically, one underlying explanation for the 
development of an unusually singular community identity in the decade 
following the Civil War, was the impact of the benefactions of George 
Peabody, international financier and the town's most famous son. Peabody, 
who founded the predecessor firm to the House of Morgan, was, at the time 
of his death in 1870, said to be the richest man in the world, having a fortune 
exceeding $ 8 million. In 1868 the town of South Danvers formally adopted 
the name of Peabody in his honor. 
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George Peabody had been born in town, as one of ten children in a family of 
relative poverty. Although he left South Danvers at an early age and spent 
his productive years abroad, George Peabody retained a lasting affeaion for 
the town of his birth, and, over the years he lavished benefactions on it. The 
Peabody Institute of South Danvers, more recently known simply as the 
Peabody Institute, was endowed with more than $ 200,000 from Peabody 
during the 1850s and "608. 

His English benefactions to establish housing for the poor, and gifts to the 
southern states of the US to promote education of blacks, totalled over $ 4 
million.. Although difficult to fathom in our own age of popular cynicism 
toward big business, Peabody was lionized on two continents as embodying 
the loftiest of human virtues. At the time of his death, his body was 
accompanied from England on Queen Victoria's orders, by a royal prince for 
burial in Peabody, and crowds numbering in the thousands gathered for the 
rites. 

George Peabody's fascinating life no doubt touched every citizen of the town, 
and although his presence was not felt on a daily basis, it is reasonable to 
assume that the wordly nature of his activities, imparted a somewhat larger 
vision to the town's inhabitants and their institutions. However unglamorous 
its manufacturing base. Peabody, Masachusetts was no parociiiai backwater. 
Not surprisingly, the town's churches constitute the best single manifestation 
of "lofty" community self-image. 

Summary Statement: 

In summary, Peabody's First Unitarian Church at Park Square, now the 
oldest surviving ecclesiastical building in the town, was not unique in its 
radical change from, simple Greek Revival temple to Victorian amalgamation. 
On the contrary, it was only one of four churches with a similar evolutionary 
history. 
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The mere fact of its survival however, makes it unique today as the last of 
the churches of its day, and the only one left as a legacy from the most 
fertile and energetic era in Peabody's history. 

9. Additional Bibliographical References 

The Wizard (newspaper) Issues of 1865-'67 

The Peabodv Press (newspaper) Issues of 1868-75 

Hurd, D. Hamilton, Historv Of Essex Countv. Massachusetts. Vol 2., J.W. Lewis 
and Co. Philadelphia, PA 1888 : 
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For F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Church Of Peabody NRHP Nomination 

From H i s t o r v Of Essex County, Vol. 2, by D. Hamilton Hurd _ 

m 

RECEPTION TO GEORGE PEABODY October 9,1856 wi th large parade passing through Peab 

Square. 

THE PEABODY INSTITUTE AT THE TIME OF THE ADRESS OF WELCOME. 

GEORGE PEABODY addressing his fe l low ci t izens at Reception of 1855. 
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09/18/89 
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MA 
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Multiple Name 

This property i s l i s t e d i n the National Register of Historic 
Places i n accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service c e r t i f i c a t i o n included 
i n the nomination documentation. 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

Amended Items i n Nomination: 

Section 8: C r i t e r i a considerations 

C r i t e r i a exception A i s ap p l i c a b l e f o r the property's previous 
r e l i g i o u s ownership and f u n c t i o n . 

This i n f o r m a t i o n was confirmed w i t h Ann T a i t , Acting National 
Register D i r e c t o r , MASHPO, by telephone. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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H4215(424) 

FEB 9 !987 

Mr. Frederick W. Lyman 
American Landmarks, Inc. 
72 Broad St r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 

Re: Park Street Church, 7 Park Street, Peabody, Massachusetts 
Project Number: 10410MA 

Taxpayer's I d e n t i f i c a t i o n Number: 22-2495066 

Dear Mr. Lyman: 
This i s i n response to your l e t t e r of January 26, 19 87, and i n 
f u r t h e r reference to the December 15, 19 86, request f o r an 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e review of the d e c i s i o n of the M i d - A t l a n t i c 
Regional O f f i c e , National Park Service t h a t the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
of the property referenced above does not meet the Secretary of 
the I n t e r i o r ' s Standards f o r R e h a b i l i t a t i o n . The request f o r 
an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e review was made pursuant to Department of the 
I n t e r i o r r e g u l a t i o n s (36 CFR 67.10) f o r purposes of Federal 
h i s t o r i c p r e s e r v a t i o n tax i n c e n t i v e s contained i n the I n t e r n a l 
Revenue Code. As you know, such reviews are performed at the 
d i s c r e t i o n of the Chief Appeals O f f i c e r . 

At t h i s time the Park Street Church i s not yet l i s t e d i n the 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places, and i t i s my 
understanding t h a t the nomination i s not presently scheduled 
f o r submission to the State Review Board u n t i l September. 
Although I recognize t h a t a v a i l a b i l i t y of the 25 percent 
investment tax c r e d i t i s predicated on " c e r t i f i e d h i s t o r i c 
s t r u c t u r e " designation, given the f u l l schedule of appeals i n 
the coming months, I have decided not to act on your request 
u n t i l such time as the Park Street Church i s a c t u a l l y nominated 
to the National Register by the State. I do note, however, 
that the I n t e r n a l Revenue Service rulemaking, 26 CFR Part 1, 
permits claiming the c r e d i t p r i o r to r e c e i p t of f i n a l 
c e r t i f i c a t i o n from the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r . 



Mr. Lyman 

As soon as the b u i l d i n g i s l i s t e d i n the National Register, 
w i l l proceed w i t h processing your c l i e n t ' s request f o r an 
appeal. I n the meantime, you may wish to contact the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission about expediting the 
presentation of the nomination to the State Review Board. 

Sincerely, 

(sgd) Ernest A. Connally 

E r n e s t A l l e n C o n n a l l y 
C h i e f Appea l s O f f i c e r 

c c : Mr . Cha r l e s F. Saunders 
v i c e P r e s i d e n t 
C h a r i n g Cross C o r p o r a t i o n 
P.O. Box 3488 
83 Pine S t r e e t 

B o s t o n , Massachuse t t s 01961-3488 

SHPO-MA 

b c c : MARO-Stevenson 
S O L - H a n s l i n , Main I n t e r i o r , Room 654 0 
D r . C o n n a l l y , 1100 L S t . , Room 2113 
001-Reading F i l e 0 0 1 - M o t t 400-Reading F i l e 
4 2 4 - S i l e r 
424-BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 424 

_FNP:SBLUMENTHAL:skb:2/6/87:34 3-9 5 93 ( ITT "Lyman") 
F i l e d : H 4 2 1 5 ( S p e c i f i c ) 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
Stale Historic Preservation Officer 

July 29, 1987 

Carol Shull 
National Register of His tor ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f ind the fo l lowing nomination forms: 

Boston (Charlestown), Francis B. Austin House, 58 High Street 
Needham, Robert Fuller House, 3 B u r r i l l Lane 
Peabody, F i rs t Umtarian Church, 7 Park Street 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the state His tor ic Preservation Of f icer . Owners were no t i f i ed of pending 
state Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached 
to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

0 Betsy Friecberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H is tor ica l Commission 

Enclosure 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 



June 3, 1.980 

Ms. C^ro.i Snull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington. DC 20013-7127 

Dear .Ms. Shull; 

Enclosed please f i n d the revised nomination forms for tlie follov/ing 
properties, which uere returned by your o f f i c e for technical and substantive 
corrections; 

Becket, North Becket His t o r i c D i s t r i c t , I ^ i n , High, and Pleasant Streets 
(please note tl i a t photographs do r e f l e c t current condition of buildings w i t h i n 
the d i s t r i c t ) 

Boston (Charlestown), Francis B. Austin House, 58 High Street (HPCA #1035a-IA) 

Boston, Temple Place Historic D i s t r i c t , 11--55, 26-56 Temple Place 

Cam;:)ridge (MRA amendment), Blarvard Square Historic D i s t r i c t (Boundary Increase) 

Chrlcopee, Thomas C. Page ffciuse, 105 East Street 

Peabody, F i r s t Unitarian Church, 7 Park Street (HPCA #1G410MA) 

A l l corrections have been made, as requested. Please contact me i f you liave 
any further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
Ifetional Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission lyj^ I ̂  jQgg 

Massachusett-s Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 

H32(413) 

United States Department of the Interior 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

P.O. BOX 37127 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20013-7127 

AUG 1 8 1988 

Ms. V a l e r i e A. Talmage 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

Our review of the nomination of the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Church i n 
Peabody t o the Na t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places has been 
concluded. 

A f t e r c a r e f u l e v a l u a t i o n of the nomination documentation we have 
concluded t h a t the property does not meet the National Register 
c r i t e r i a f o r e v a l u a t i o n , because of i t s loss of h i s t o r i c 
i n t e g r i t y over time. The church was o r i g i n a l l y constructed i n 
1826 i n the Greek Revival s t y l e and subsequently s u b s t a n t i a l l y 
remodelled w i t h I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l i n g i n 1872. The 1872 
remodelling included the f i l l i n g i n of the o r i g i n a l entrance 
p o r t i c o , the a d d i t i o n of a new v e s t i b u l e and entrance, the 
a l t e r a t i o n of the windows, the a d d i t i o n of I t a l i a n a t e decorative 
elements, and "the i n t e r i o r was completely reconstructed; the 
g a l l e r y was removed and the auditorium remodeled and r e f i t t e d . " 
Other more minor a l t e r a t i o n s are i n d i c a t e d i n the documentation 
from 1927 and 1939. I n 1967, the church s u f f e r e d another series 
of a l t e r a t i o n s when i t s i n t e r i o r f u r n i s h i n g s ( i n c l u d i n g the pews, 
the p u l p i t , the choir and organ l o f t , the organ, and the c l o c k ) , 
two sections of i t s three-part b e l l tower, and i t s steeple were 
removed upon the congregation's move t o Danvers. 

Recently the church was r e h a b i l i t a t e d and i s now used f o r 
m u l t i p l e u n i t housing. During the recent r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o j e c t , 
the i n t e r i o r was a l t e r e d once again by the su b d i v i s i o n of space 
both h o r i z i o n t a l l y and v e r t i c a l l y through the i n s e r t i o n of a f l o o r 
l e v e l i n t o the already reduced auditorium space and the i n s e r t i o n 
of new, a d d i t i o n a l room p a r t i t i o n s . The r e h a b i l i t a t i o n work i s 
characterized as "the f a i t h f u l r e s t o r a t i o n of the ex t e r i o r . . . a n d 
the r e t e n t i o n of d e t a i l s and most p a r t i t i o n s " on the i n t e r i o r . 
However, the only i n t e r i o r space described as having re t a i n e d 
most of i t s character i s the v e s t i b u l e , "even though i t has been 
somewhat shortened by a new w a l l . " I t i s our opinion t h a t the 
cumulative e f f e c t of the aforementioned a l t e r a t i o n s has r e s u l t e d 
i n the loss of the church's h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y of design, 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . 



The property has been subjected to so many layers of a l t e r a t i o n 
t h a t i t c l e a r l y does not r e t a i n i n t e g r i t y from the 1826 pe r i o d . 
The nomination documentation does not j u s t i f y the 1872 
remodelling as a p a r t i c u l a r l y s i g n i f i c a n t a l t e r a t i o n on i t s own 
me r i t , nor does i t j u s t i f y the a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 
church as a p a r t i c u l a r l y good example of an ev o l u t i o n a r y amalgam 
r e f l e c t i v e of d i s t i n c t i v e a r c h i t e c t u r a l trends over a continuous 
pe r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e from 1826 t o 1938. On the e x t e r i o r , the 
church does not c l e a r l y represent a s i g n i f i c a n t example of any 
s p e c i f i c p e r i o d ( s ) or a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e ( s ) , but rather i t i s a 
combination of i n d i v i d u a l decorative elements and features from 
various periods, none of which are documented as p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t w i t h i n the context of Peabody's h i s t o r i c 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l development. On the i n t e r i o r , the church has l o s t 
a l l semblance of what h i s t o r i c a l l y c o n s t i t u t e d i t s character-
d e f i n i n g features through i t s s u b d i v i s i o n and a l t e r a t i o n . The 
combination of the complete loss of the church's h i s t o r i c 
i n t e r i o r spaces, the numerous e x t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s , and the 
property's new use as condominiums has destroyed the property's 
a b i l i t y t o convey h i s t o r i c or a r c h i t e c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

I f we can provide any f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n , please l e t us know. 

Sincerel y , 

Carol D. S h u l l 
Chief of R e g i s t r a t i o n 
N a t i onal Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Interagency Resources D i v i s i o n 

Enclosure 
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January 26, 1989 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registrat ion 
National Register of H is tor ic Places 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

RE: First Unitarian Church, Peabody, Massachusetts 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

I am wr i t i ng at the request of Frederick P. Lyman of American Landmarks Inc . , 
preservation consultant for the owners and developers of the F i r s t Unitar ian 
Church, Peabody. Mr. Lyman i s appealing the decision of the National Register 
s t a f f that the nominated property does not meet the National Register c r i t e r i a 
fo r evaluation because of i t s loss of i n t eg r i t y over t ime. 

Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission s t a f f and the State Review Board of the 
MHC believe that the property possesses both h i s to r i c and arch i tectura l 
s ign i f i cance, and that i t does re ta in i n t e g r i t y . The bu i ld ing holds strong 
associations with the development of Unitarianism in Peabody and is the oldest 
extant church in the c i t y . I t i s a good example of ecc les iast ica l 
a rch i tec ture , an amalgam of Greek Revival and I ta l iana te s t y l i n g ; the addi t ion 
of features in the l a t t e r s ty le 45 years a f te r i n i t i a l construct ion re f lec ts 
the prosperi ty of the congregation and the c i t y in the decades fo l lowing the 
C iv i l War. F i n a l l y , despite cer ta in changes to i t s i n t e r i o r during i t s period 
of s ign i f i cance, the bu i ld ing 's ex te r io r remains essent ia l ly unchanged since 
i t s 1872 updating, save for the addi t ion of an entry porch in the 1920s and 
the loss of i t s steeple in the 1960s. Therefore, MHC s t a f f feels tha t the 
bu i ld ing continues to re ta in i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, mater ia ls , 
workmanship, f ee l i ng , and associat ion. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 



I urge the National Register staff to reconsider its rejection of this 
property for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Sincerely, 

ayvv 
Valerie A. Talmage 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

cc: Frederick P. Lyman 



Office of the Mayor 

Debra S. MacGregor 
Administrative Assistant 

January 30, 1989 

Peter CUcrtgian 

Dwell Street 
body, MA 01960 

7) 532-3000 

Mr, Jerry Rogers 
Keeper of the National Register 
P. 0. Box 37127 
Washington, D. C. 20013-7127 

Dear Mr, Rogers: 

I am w r i t i n g to express my support for a reversal of the 
decision by the National Park Service to reje c t the application 
to l i s t 7 Park Street, Peabody, Massachusetts (Park Square 
Church) in the National Register of Historic Places, 

From a very pr a c t i c a l standpoint, I want to point out that the 
Park Street/Park Square neighborhood has been the target for 
special r e v i t a l i z a t i o n consideration since 1985. The adaptive 
re-use of the church, which was a vacant and d e r e l i c t structure 
and an eyesore to the downtown core for many years, was long a 
p r i o r i t y of the City's redevelopment program. I t appears to me 
that although the i n t e r i o r has been changed, the exterior s t i l l 
retains i t s arch i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l i n t e g r i t y , and the 
church i s ce r t a i n l y the oldest in the City, 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , the church has been cited as "a good example of 
19th century Greek Revial and I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l i n g with strong 
associations to the development of Unitarianism in Peabody," 
There i s no doubt that the building i s of great local 
significance and an asset to our downtown core area. 

Again, I urge your reconsideration to place t h i s important 
property on the National Register, 

Sincerely 

Peter ToriM.an, Mayor 
CITY OF PEABODY 

PT:MRP:mf 



American Landmarks, Inc. 
Invesrmenl and Development Consultants for Historic Properties 

^N<j^^) APPEAL MEMORANDUM > o / / . 
DATE; February 3,1989 t ) * ' ^ ^ 
SUBJECT: First IJnitarian Qiurch, 7 Park Street, Peabody, Massachusetts 
TO: Mr. Jerry Rogers, Ms. Carol Shull et als 
FROM: Frederick W. Lyman 

A full architectural description of the First Unitarian Church, and a statement 
of its significance were provided in our initial NRHP nomination of March 
1985, and in updated materials furnished by the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission. Accordingly, they needn't be re-read verbatim here. What I 
would like to present is a carefully-considered response to Ms. Shuil's denial 
letter of August 18,1988 which will, we hope, have a bearing on your 
deliberation, and ultimately contribute to the listing of the First Unitarian 
Church building of Peabody Massachusetts to the National Register of Historic 
Places, 

The crux of the issue is really two-fold. 

1. ) While the effects of the recent rehabilitation were brought into question, 
NPS feels that the building lost its integrity by benefit of alterations in 1872, 
1927 and 1965 previous to the recent rehabilitation of 1985. and, therefore 

2. ) cannot now convey historic or architectural significance sufficient to 
warrant listing. 

Specifically, we wish to respond in a constructive way to statements made 
by Ms. Shull in her denial letter as follows: 

In paragraph 1 Ms. Shull states the church was originally constructed in 
1826 in the Greek Revival style and subsequently substantially remodelled 
with Italianate detailing in 1872". Later in paragraph 4 on page 2. Ms. Shull 
goes on to say that the documentation "does not justify the 1872 remodelling 
as a particularly significant alteration on its own merit". 

We believe on the contrary, that the church actually metamorphosed from a 
simple Greek Revival structure in 1872, taking on a whole new identity at 

72 Broad Street Boston, Massachusetts 02110 (617) 423-0766 
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that time. This is supported by the recent discovery of a transcribed address 
by Reverend John W. Hudson on July 23,1876. According to Hudson, then 
the pastor, the changes which took place in 1872- the church's fiftieth 
anniversary - were "$15,000 - far greater than that of the original church'. 
The original church had cost $ 8,734, only slightly more than half the cost of 
the 1872 "remodelling". Such a dramatic transformation of the church was 
in fact a clear reflection of the powerful surge in Peabody taking place at 
that time. The city was emerging from its spartan colonial Yankee roots and 
architectural austerity, after years of a relatively static local economy, into a 
robust, multi-ethnic industrial center reflective of the vitality and 
architectural dynamism of post Civil War industrial America. Peabody was 
rapidly becoming one of the largest tanning centers in North America, 
providing cured leather to the pre-eminent shoe industry of the Merrimac 
River valley, and its Unitarian congregation wanted to be a part of this new 
vitahty. 

Ms. Shull concludes by observing, " on the exterior, the church does not 
clearly represent a significant example of any specific period(s) or 
architectural style(s), but rather is a combination of individual decorative 
elements and features from various periods". With all due respect we would 
differ by observing that the church stands today as a uniquely beautiful 
amalgam of the earher very simple Greek Revival, overlaid with 
wonderfully robust ItaUanate decorative devices. The beautifully 
proportioned and detailed entry vestibule is, to my mind, really an exquisite 
architectural composition in its own right. The paired round head sash, 
surmounted in each case by an oculus window, the deeply incised ashlar of 
the steeple base, and other detailing from the 1872 reconstruction, combine 
with the earlier 1826 temple form to create a building of surprising vitality 
and architectural merit. 

In fact I genuinely beheve the result of this marriage of styles is an 
exceptional piece of architecture - one unique to my knowledge - in the 
Boston area. Moreover, the modifications were carried out with such aplomb 
that, even though the architect is not recorded, the design was the work of a 
genuine master of the profession. 
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I beheve the photographs we have brought show the building to best 
advantage, and that conversely, the pre-rehabiUtation photographs which 
accompanied the initial nomination do not do justice to the building as a 
cohesive architectural entity. 

With respect to the interior, Ms. Shull observes on page one of her letter, 
that the church lost integrity over time, among other reasons, because in 
1872 the "interior was completely reconstructed". Subsequently, "in 1967 
'"the church suffered another series of alterations when its interior 
furnishings ... were removed upon the congregation's move to Danvers."' 

We realize that the recent rehabilitation was a profound one, but we also 
beheve that Ms. Shull's observation regarding a loss of integrity to the 
interior in 1967 are germane. Accordingly, I felt as the consultant, and after 
much dehberation with the Massachusetts Historical Commission's NRHP and 
Technical Services staffs, that the loss of interior integrity would permit 
alternative use of the building for residences, while not irreparably 
damaging the building's overall significance and eligibility for the Register. 
This was a dehcate balance to be struck, but there was a consensus on this at 
the state level which allowed the project to proceed, and for the church 
building to be saved. 

An important factor in this complicated equation is that the rehabilitation of 
the church building for residences saved it from almost certain arson and/or 
demohtion. The pre-rehabihtation photographs taken in 1985 clearly show 
the building to have been in extremis. 

If one accepts the testimony of the Massachusetts Historical Commisson and 
the City of Peabody, the building is of major local significance both 
historically and as a universally-known local landmark. It was the 
availability of the investment tax credit for certified rehabihtation which 
stimulated the church's more recent rehabihtation. 

As pertinent background for evaluating the effect of the recent 
rehabihtation, you should know that in 1981 the City of Peabody actively 
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sohcited a grant for estabUshment of a district with the church as its 
centerpiece. (Appendix A) The Massachusetts Historical Commission 
responded with its opinion that the Park Square Church and surrounding 
neighborhood was "quite intact and appears to meet the National Register 
criteria". (Appendix B) Due to the lack of available funding the district could 
not be nominated, and the city actively participated in the search for a 
purchaser for the church- by then it a state of near loss through 
abandonment and neglect. (Its previous use had been as a storage 
warehouse for the Boston Opera Co. stage sets.)(Photo *12.) The state 
worked closely with the purchaser, Charing Cross Corp., and with us as their 
consultant, hi developing a plan for the rehabihtation which it felt both met 
the Standards and National Register evaluation criteria. In fact knowmg that 
both had to be satisfied m order to make the project a reahty. we conducted 
meetings with both the NRHP and Technical services staffs at the state level 
The NRHP staff requested a number of changes to the basic plan, most 
importantly the relocation of bedrooms to the basement level so as to leave 
in tact an unusually significant roof framing system. (See photos* 10 and 11) 
(Correspondence Appendices C, D and E). 

Thus, we come to you today, not with some after-the-fact effort to 
commemorate a building and to vahdate a rehabihtation for the mvestment 
tax credits alone, but with a genuine sense of bewilderment that the process 
could have gone astray. 

I deeply beheve that this was and remains a building deservhig of 
recognition by the Register. As a preservation consultant I have personahy 
supervised the inventory of several thousand buildings, and the hsting of 
several hundred. I realize that this is only a smah fraction of the number of 
buildings the Chief of Registration and her staff have overseen, and I do not 
present myself as anything more than a weU-educated consultant and 
committed preservationist. 

We ask you to reconsider the merits of the First Unitarian Church as a 
unique and beautiful evolutionary buildmg meeting criterion C. We ask that 
you consider the circumstances of its recent past and the high likelihood that 
the building would have been lost to history altogether had not the recent 
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residential conversion taken place. FinaUy, and further, we ask that you 
weigh the requests of the Unitarian-Universalist Association of America, the 
City of Peabody and the Massachusetts Historical Commission (Appendices F, 
G and H) for recognition of the structure under criterion A, as an important 
landmark m the City of Peabody and an important ecclesiastical building to 
the development of the Unitarian-Universahst faith in Massachusetts. 

We stand ready to answer any questions you may have and to provide you 
with whatever additional data are needed to provide a foundation for a 
decision to include the First Unitarian Church on the National Register. 

Thank you. 



APPENDIX A 

December 20, 1984 

Ms. V a l e r i e A. Talmage 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, MA 02116 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

The Peabody H i s t o r i c a l Commission i s i n t e r e s t e d i n completing a 
h i s t o r i c a l survey f o r the Park Street area i n our downtown. The 
area i s l a r g e l y i n t a c t and includes some i n t e r e s t i n g p u b l i c and 
p r i v a t e b u i l d i n g s . 

Peabody's Community Development Department w i l l complete the 
survey w i t h the help of the l o c a l H i s t o r i c a l Commission and 
Society. Our goal i s to r e g i s t e r the area as a National H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t . There are p o t e n t i a l l y some tax act p r o j e c t s i n the area 

We would l i k e to get underway as soon as pos s i b l e . Thank you 
f o r your help. 

R i c ^ r - ^ l S ^ g g i n s , Chairr 
Peabody H i s t o r i c a l Corllmission 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

June 8, 1981 

Paul Bracciotti, Coordinator 
Community Development Department 
City Hall 

Peabody, MA 01960 

Dear Paul: 
I t was a pleasure to meet with you last week to review the National 
Register potential of Peabody's downtown and the Park Square and 
Washington Street neighborhoods. As we discussed, T do not Jaelieve 
that the downtown would be eligible as a d i s t r i c t although T do think 
that a few individual buildings such as the Sutton BlocL could be 
listed . The other two areas are quite intact and awear to meet the 
National Register c r i t e r i a . I am enclosing maps with suggested boundaries 
although these may change somewhat based on further research. I hope 
that the c i ty w i l l be able to hire a prnfessional to prepare nomination 
.forms and perhaps to develop a preservation plan for the downtown area. 

I f you have any questions please l e t me know. Thank you for the publica­
tions on Peabody and the articles. 

Sincerely, 

Candace .Jeiikins 
Registratifon Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/pb 

Enclosures 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

November 4, 1985 

Frederick Lyman 
American Landmarks Inc. 
167 Milk Street 
Boston, MA 02109 

Dear Fred, 

The Massachusetts Historical Commission staff has reviewed the material you 
submitted for the First Unitarian Church on Park Street in Peabody. As you 
know, there has been some confusion as to whether the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission staff had ever said that the property was eligible. I 
have enclosed a copy of Julie Johnson's letter to Claudia DePaola of the 
Peabody Community Development office on the subject. We had expected that 
the questions in the letter would be answered before a National Register 
nomination was submitted, so that we could complete the eligibility opinion 
process. 

As i t happens, the National Register prepared by Katherine Boonin has 
answered most of the questions that MHC staff had about the property, and we 
feel that the nomination demonstrates the historical significance of the 
church. 

However, the nomination and photographs submitted of the church raise 
important questions about the integrity of the building. As you know, a 
property must return integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. While most of these are met, we are 
concerned about the church's integrity of design and materials, particularly 
after a rehabilitation of the building has been undertaken. 

To that end, before we can determine if the property is eligible for the  
National Register, it will be necessary to know the general plans for the  
building's rehabilitation. What quantity of the historic fabric will have  
to be replaced to renovate the building? What is the church's proposed new  
use? In addition, we would like a few interior ohotographs. especially of 
the sanctuary. The architectural significance and integrity of the 
sanctuary is very important in evaluating a church. What is proposed for 
the sanctuary space? Finally, please submit a plan of the church, showing 
additions and demolition or removal of additions with their appropriate 
dates. 

^0 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 



If we do determine that the property is eligible for listing, we will 
require a little more information on the property before the nomination is 
finalized. Please answer questions #3, #5, #6 and #7 of the section on 
Historic Context in the attached letter to Claudia DePaola. Also answer 
questions #1, #3 and #4 under Architectural Context, 

If you have any other questions, please do not hesitate to call. 

Yours Truly, ^^,....^/— 
^ * / ^ ^ / ^ ^ ^ 

Mary Kate Sampson 
Survey Clerk 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

cc: Claudia DePaola 

MKS/aet 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie .A.. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

December 13, 1985 

Frederick Ljnnan 
American Landmarks, Inc, 
157 Milk Street 
Boston, MA 02109 

Dear Fred: 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission Preservation Planning s t a f f have 
reviewed the additional material submitted on December 10, regarding 
the Park Street Church. The s t a f f are s a t i s f i e d that the church's 
i n t e r i o r and exterior materials and design as they presently exist 
are s u f f i c i e n t l y intact to meet NationaJL Register c r i t e r i a f o r i n t e g r i t y . 
In p a r t i c u l a r , the s t a f f noted as c r i t i c a l to the retention of i n t e g r i t y , 
the fact that exterior fabric (clapboards, window surrounds, doors) 
was salvageable and would be retained. However, t h i s should not be 
taken to mean that other elements of the church's materials and'-design 
are irrelevant to i t s i n t e g r i t y . 

A l l other questions regarding the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the property are 
irrelevant to the staff's evaluation of the NR e l i g i b i l i t y of the 
church as i t presently stands. These should be directed to the Technical 
Sei^/ices Division as part of the review of the Historic Preservation 
C e r t i f i c a t i o n Application for :the property. Additional questions 
related to the i n t e g r i t y of the structure as part of the proposed rehab­
i l i t a t i o n may arise from TSD's review. 

This..letter confirms that, as presented, the Park Street Church meets 
c r i t e r i a k and C of the National Register on the local l e v e l as a good. " 
example of 19th centur^;- Greek Revival and Ital i a n a t e ecclesiastical 
architecture with strong associations to the development of Unitarianism 

_ i n Peabodv and as the oldest extant church i n the c i t y . I t retains 
i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling and 
assocxation. 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02II6 (617) 727-8470 



MHC s t a f f w i l l review the previously submitted National Register 
nomination materials and forward t h e i r comments to you. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah J. Zimmerman 
Director, Preservation Planning 
Massachusetts Histo r i c a l Commission 

SJZ/dr 
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American Landmarks, Inc. 
SrokcTaj}e. Invesimcm Counsc'linft and Tect inical Services for Hlsioric Pnjpenies 

Oecsmber 27, 1985 

Mr. Joseon R. Orfant 
Oirscior, Technical Ser/ices 
Massacnusetts Historical Commission 
80 Boylston Strst - • 
Boston, riA 021 18 

Dear Joe: 

RE HPCA Park Square Church, Peabody,MA 

Enclosed after an extended inten/ai during which the above-referenced 

church was being evaluated for National Register significance, is the HPCA 
for the property. Attached is the letter from Sally Zimmerman confirming 
this. We understand that the NRHP review process was held UP pending 

^ review of the plans for rehabilitation with Technical Services people 
involved; thus 1 trust there has been at least conceptual agreement • ^ 

^ between the National Register and Technical Ser/icss staffs at MHC with  
/espect to the level of alteration permissble to list and keep /fsceaXŶ Q  
chuch after rehaoilitation is complete. 

Enclosed are one copy of the two-copy MHC/NPS HPCA package revised to 
incorporate the requested changes to the architectural plan, plus the front 
portion of the second original MHC/NPS set(Part 1 and first page Part 2). 
The original photos and attachments for the second copy are in the 
possession of the MHC NRHP staff. Please ask someone at MHC to 
recombine the two sections to complete the second of the MHC/NPS sets. 

Thank you for prompt review of this project which is under construction 
at the present time in a manner whicn conforms to the changes requested 
by the NRHP staff of MHC. If you have any questions please let me know as 
soon as possible. 

Thanks again for your help. 

Vep/ truly yours, 
^f^ERI^N LANDMARKS,INC. 

-frsdcMCk W. Lyman FWLjka cc: Charing Cross Corp. 

167 .Milk Street Boston, .viassachuserrs 02109 - (617)423-0766 







'eabody Celebrates 
iCh urch Resinration^ 

lonen ind friends 
I of the First Unitarian Church in Peabody, 
Mass., attended a service in recognition 

I of the restoration of the exterior of the 
buOding to the traditional New England 

I white meetinghouse on Sunday aftemoon, 
November 19. Dr.. Howard Charles, 
Gale delivered the address, "The Tradi-j 
tion and Obligation of the New England! 
Meetinghouse." Participating in the ser-, 
\-ice were Rev. Frank B. Crandall of the' 
Second Church, Salem, Mass., and Rev.̂  
Bradford E. Gale of the First Church,! 
Salem. W. Forbes Robertson represented' 
the American Unitarian Association. Mrs. 
Doris White Whitney, a noted 'cellist, 

I gave a recital, and the choir, under the di-
jrection of Fred M. Phillips, presented a 
• musical program with Ida A. Bushby at 
I the organ. 

_Historically,-the church is closely af-.  
[filiated with the founders of the city  
IPeabody. for in 1825 Gideon Foster. Oliver  
[Saunders, Andrew Torr, Benjamin 'Wheeler. 
l o . C. Felton, Nathaniel Putnam. John 
p^ndicott, Abner Sanger, and Benjamin 
iGoodridge among others made plans for 
j building a Unitarian chvu-ch which is said 
Ito be one of the first in New England es-
Itablished for this purpose. Sanger and 
] Goodridge agreed to build the cellar of the 
I church pro-̂ -ided they could store hides in 
I it for a period of ten years. The handsome 
I Aaron Willard clock in the auditorium was 
j presented to the church by Leverett Sal-
I tonstall, the grandfather of the governor, 
and Benjamin Merrill, who were at the 

I time two prominent Salem lawyers. 

HISTORICAL SUPPORT MATERIAL MISC. 

The Centenary of the First Unitarian Church 

Peabody, Mass, 

Public Meeting 
Thursday Evening, January First, 1925, 7,30 p. m . 

"The first meeting held for the purpose of organizing this society 
and making plans for building a church was holden at the house of 
Oliver Saunders, Main street, on the evening of January i , 1825." 

"Act of Incorporation—signed June 18, 1825." 

"The Church Building was dedicated July 26, 1826, remodeled 
in 1872, and re-dedicated in 1873." 

Chairman of Centenary Meeting 
• FRED W. BUSHBY •— 

ORGAN PRELUDE 
OLD HUNDREDTH 
SCRIPTURE READING 
ANTHEM 
PRAYER 
CONGREGATIONAL H Y M N 
ADDRESS 
ADDRESS 
CONGREGATIONAL H Y M N 
BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE 

MRS. FRED W . BUSHBY 
No. 573 
REV. HAROLD L . PICKETT 
CHURCH CHOIR 
REV. ANITA T . PICKETT 
No. 504 
LYMAN P. OSBORN • 
REV. B. R. BULKELEY 
No. 452 

Sunday Church Service, Jan, 4, 1925, 10,30 a, m . 

Centenary Sermon by M r , and Mrs, Pickett 
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January 26, 1989 

Carol D, Shull 
Chief of Registrat ion 
National Register of H is tor ic Places 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

RE: F i r s t Unitarian Church, Peabody, Massachusetts 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

I am writing at the request of Frederick P. Lyman of American Landmarks Inc., 
preservation consultant for the owners and developers of the First Unitarian 
Church, Peabody. Mr. Lyman is appealing the decision of the National Register 
staff that the nominated property does not meet the National Register criteria 
for evaluation because of its loss of integrity over time. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission staff and the State Review Board of the 
MHC believe that the property possesses both historic and architectural 
significance, and that i t does retain integrity. The building holds strong 
associations with the development of Unitarianism in Peabody and is the oldest 
extant church in the city. I t is a good example of ecclesiastical 
architecture, an amalgam of Greek Revival and Italianate styling; the addition 
of features in the latter style 45 years after i n i t i a l construction reflects 
the prosperity of the congregation and the city in the decades following the 
Civil War. Finally, despite certain changes to its interior during its period 
of significance, the building's exterior remains essentially unchanged since 
its 1872 updating, save for the addition of an entry porch in the 1920s and 
the loss of its steeple in the 1960s. Therefore, MHC staff feels that the 
building continues to retain integrity of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 



I urge the National Register staff to reconsider its rejection of this 
property for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, 

Sincerely, 

VcvJjoJi k (ccCviuiT^ 
Valerie A. Talmage ^ 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

cc: Frederick P, Lyman 
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APPENDIX G. 

Debra S. MacGragor 
Administrative Assistant 

January 30, 198g 

Office of tha Mayor 

24 Lowell Street 
Peabody, MA 01960 
(617) 532-3000 

Mr, Jerry Rogers 
Keeper of the National Register 
P, 0. Box 37127 
Washington, D. C, 20013-7127 

Dear Mr, Rogers: 

I am writing to express my support for a reversal of the 
decision by the National Park Service to reject the application 
to l i s t 7 Park Street, Peabody, Massachusetts (Park Square 
Church) in the National Register of Historic Places. 

From a very practical standpoint, I want to point out that the 
Parle Street/Park Square neighborhood has been the target for 
special revitalization consideration since 1985. The adaptive 
re-use of the church, which was a vacant and derelict structure 
and an eyesore to the downtown core for many years, was long a 
priority of the City's redevelopment program. I t appears to me 
that although the interior has been changed, the exterior s t i l l 
retains i t s architectural and historical integrity, and the 
church i s certainly the oldest in the City, 

Architecturally, the church has been cited as "a good example of 
19th century Greek Revial and Italianate detailing with strong 
associations to the development of Unitarianism in Peabody." 
There is no doubt that the building is of great local 
significance and an asset to our downtown core area. 

Again, I urge your reconsideration to place this important 
property on tha National Register. 

Sincerely 

Peter Tori 
CITL OF PElBODY 

PT:MRP:ffif 

Mayor 
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Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations 

25 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

(617)742-2100 

January 30, 1989 

Mr. J e r r y Rogers 
Keeper, National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Mr. Rogers, 

I am w r i t i n g t o you' ±rt Support of the e f f o r t s of the 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission i n regard t o the nomination 

of the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Church of Peabody, MA t o the Nat i o n a l 

Register of H i s t o r i c Places. Several U n i t a r i a n or U n i v e r s a l i s t 

places of worship are now h i s t o r i c landmarks i n c i t i e s across 

the continent. Knowing the a r c h i t e c t u r a l and h i s t o r i c a l value 

of the church s t r u c t u r e on Park Str e e t i n Peabody, I bel i e v e i t 

i s worthy of i n c l u s i o n on the Na t i o n a l Register. This church was 

important i n the development of our f a i t h on the North Shore of 

Boston, and c e r t a i n l y i t s legacy of being the ol d e s t church 

s t r u c t u r e i n Peabody i s notable. I hope you w i l l reconsider your 

deci s i o n and give r e c o g n i t i o n t o the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Church of 

Peabody. Thank you. 

With sincere best wishes. 

Rev. Mark Ha r r i s 
H i s t o r i a n / A r c h i v i s t 
U n i t a r i a n U n i v e r s a l i s t A s s o c i a t i o n 





HISTORICAL SUPPORT MATERIAL MISC. 

FIRST UMTABIAN C H U R C H . PARK. COR. SUMMER S T R E E T . PEABODY. ORGANIZED J A N . 1 , 1825_. 
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American Landmarks, Inc. 
Invesimeni and Developmenl Consullanis for Hisioric Propenies 

February 7,1989 

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
Keeper Of The National Register 
P.O.B0X 37127 

Washington. DC 20013-7127 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

RE: First Unitarian Church. Peabodv. MA 
On behalf of the owners and myself, I want to thank you for taking the time 
to hear our appeal last Friday afternoon, of the staff denial of the First 
Unitarian Church to the National Register. Our session was very constructive, 
I feel, and resulted in the kind of dialogue that I had hoped would take 
place. 

Clearly the question of whether or not the building possesses the level of 
integrity, both associative and architectural, which would render it eligible 
for mclusion on the Register is ultimately a highly subjective one. We 
presented the reasons underlying our sincere belief that the church building 
continues to possess a level of integrity far in excess of minimum standards 
for listing. In addition, I hope the letters which have been sent to you by 
the city, the state and the church, add a measure of validity to our views. Of 
course only you can make the final determination, and we anxiously await it. 
I would again ask that you consider not only the high standard to which the 
owners held restoration of the exterior, but also the fact that virtually none 
of the considerable amount of architectural material surviving on the 
interior was sacrificed during the recent rehabilitation. While not precisely 
germane to your deliberation. I feel it is also worth reiterating that the 
rehabilitation of the church under what hopefully will be a certified aegis, 
resulted in a major uplift of a small neighborhood possessing unusual 
qualities as an in tact 19th c. enclave within Peabody. 

On a technical matter, I have looked carefully through the pre-rehabilitation 
photographic documentation, and find that indeed there was a recessed front 

72 Broad Street Boston, Massachusetts 02110 (617) 423-0766 



Mr. Jerry Rogers 2. February 7,1989 

portico on the original church which was infilled in connection with the 
reconstruction in 1872. Therefore Carol Shull was correct in this regard. This 
was however, as you know, only one aspect of a complete transformation of 
the church at that time, and in a way serves to further underscore the fact 
that that rehabilitation was indeed substantial and does have major mtegrity 
in its own right. 

One final note on the state recommendation with transmittal of the HPCA. It 
is my recollection that their s was a recommendation for approval with 
reservations pertaining only to the subdivision of the interior space. This 
recommendation for approval "with reservations" was due to the fact that 
the state was in effect deferring to the federal government for an 
interpretation of the degree to which the interior had lost its significance, 
and hence the degree to which it was subdividable without violating the 
Secretary's Standards. In fact the state had many good things to say about 
the rehabilitation, particularly commending the retention of all woodwork 
and the faithful restoration of the exterior. 

Thank you again for your interest in this small but important project to 
Peabody, and for having Don Williams and me to you office along with Ms. 
Sullivan and Mr. Doonan from Representative Mavroules' and Senator Kerry's 
offices. If there is anything else you need in order to make your 
determination on our appeal for NRHP listing of the First Unitarian Church 
please let me know and I will gladly get it to you. 

Very truly yours, 
AMERICAN LANDMARKS.INC. 

/Frederick W. Lyman 
FWL:S;0c 
Enclosures 
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ARMED SERVICES 

SMALL BUSINESS 

CHAIRMAN: 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

PROCUREMENT, INNOVATION AND 

MINORITY ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
2432 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-8020 

Congre£{£f of tfje ®niteb &tate£( 
ôu£(e of 3l̂ epre£(entattbe£( 

aaâ fiington. 20515 ^ / , . > 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

70 WASHINGTON STREET 

SALEM, MA 01970 

(617) 745-6800 

140 UNION STREET 

LYNN, MA 01902 

(617) 599-7105 

10 WELCOME STREET 

HAVERHILL, MA 01830 

(617) 372-3461 

TOLL FREE WITHIN 

MASSACHUSETTS 

(800) 272-6730 

February 15, 1989 

Mr. J e r r y Rogers, Associate D i r e c t o r f o r C u l t u r a l Resources 
Na t i o n a l Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 

Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 
I would l i k e t o take t h i s o p p o r t u n i t y t o thank you f o r the prompt 
and courteous manner i n which you accommodated my c o n s t i t u e n t s , 
Mr. Frederick Lyman and h i s associates who are concerned w i t h the 
h i s t o r i c l i s t i n g of the Park Square Church i n Peabody, 
Massachusetts. I am g r a t e f u l f o r your personal a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s 
matter. 

I understand t h a t the i n f o r m a t i o n Mr. Lyman presented at the 
meeting was e n l i g h t e n i n g and I am hopeful t h a t i t has cast new 
l i g h t on the question of the Park Square Church's q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r 
a l i s t i n g on the Federal H i s t o r i c Register. Although I am c e r t a i n l y 
no a u t h o r i t y on t h i s s u bject, I have long been aware of the 
Church's h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e , l o c a l l y . 

I f you f e e l t h a t there i s f u r t h e r h e l p f u l i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t my o f f i c e 
may provide on t h i s matter, please f e e l f r e e t o c a l l on me. I anx­
i o u s l y await word from your o f f i c e . 

Thank you again f o r your cooperation. 

I remain. 

S i n c e r e l y yours. 

Nicholas Mavroules 
Member of Congress 

NM/kjg 
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H32(413) 

MAR 20 1989 

Honorable Nicholas Mavroules 
House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515-2106 

Dear Mr. Mavroules: 

Enclosed i s our response t o Mr. Frederick Lyman's request f o r 
re c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Church (Park Square 
Church) f o r l i s t i n g on the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

We appreciate your t h o u g h t f u l comments i n support of the 
property's e l i g i b i l i t y . I f we can provide f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n or 
assistance, please l e t us know. 

Sincerely, 

J e r r y L. Rogers 

Associate D i r e c t o r , C u l t u r a l Resources 
and Keeper of the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places 

Enclosure 
bcc: M i d - A t l a n t i c Regional O f f i c e 

190-Reading F i l e , Pearson 
400-Reading F i l e 
413-Reading F i l e 
Record Center 

FNP:B.Savage:adr:03-16-89:343-9536 
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 413 

IDENTICAL LETTERS SENT TO: Peter T o r i g i a n and Mark H a r r i s 
SYS 64:(bis/Letters)-Mavroules 



H32(413) 

Mr. Frederick W. Lyman 
American Landmarks, Inc. 
72 Broad Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 MAR 2 0 1989 

Dear Mr. Lyman: 

We have concluded our r e e v a l u a t i o n of the F i r s t U n i t a r i a n Church 
(Park Square Church), located i n Peabody, Massachusetts, f o r 
l i s t i n g on the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

At the time of i t s nomination, a f t e r r e h a b i l i t a t i o n , the 
property's h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y had been s u b s t a n t i a l l y reduced by 
the amount and degree of i n t e r i o r and e x t e r i o r a l t e r a t i o n s 
i n c u r r e d both before and during the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and conversion 
f o r condominiums. The cumulative e f f e c t of the various changes 
has rendered the church's h i s t o r i c i n t e g r i t y marginal at best. 
This was described i n the N a t i o n a l Register's d e t a i l e d l e t t e r 
r e j e c t i n g the property f o r l i s t i n g . I t was also discussed i n 
correspondence from the State conveying d i f f e r i n g s t a f f opinions 
on i t s i n t e g r i t y (copies of these are located i n the h i s t o r i c 
p r e s e r v a t i o n c e r t i f i c a t i o n f i l e f o r the p r o p e r t y ) . 

I d e a l l y , the most appropriate approach f o r l i s t i n g the church i s 
as a c o n t r i b u t i n g resource i n a h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . However, i n 
l i g h t of the supplementary w r i t t e n and photographic documentation 
presented w i t h your memorandum of February 3, 1989, and the 
community support f o r the property's p r e s e r v a t i o n expressed i n 
l e t t e r s from Representative Mavroules, Mayor T o r i g i a n , and the 
U n i t a r i a n U n i v e r s a l i s t A s s o c i a t i o n , we have determined t h a t the 
church i s e l i g i b l e f o r i n d i v i d u a l l i s t i n g . However, you w i l l 
need to i n t e g r a t e the new i n f o r m a t i o n i n t o an amended nomination. 

We o f f e r the f o l l o w i n g comments regarding the necessary 
r e v i s i o n s . C u r r e n t l y the statement of s i g n i f i c a n c e does not 
provide s u f f i c i e n t contextual i n f o r m a t i o n on the church's 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l importance w i t h i n the realm of Peabody's h i s t o r i c 
development. The statement of s i g n i f i c a n c e n a r r a t i v e i s 
d e s c r i p t i v e rather than a n a l y t i c a l . The j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r the 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l importance of the church's 1872 renovation 
contained i n your February 3 memorandum i l l u m i n a t e s s p e c i f i c 



^ '-^ 

aspects of Peabody's p r o s p e r i t y during t h i s p e r i o d . This 
i n f o r m a t i o n provides a d d i t i o n a l context which helps to exp l a i n 
the importance of the church's e v o l u t i o n a r y character. Because 
b u i l d i n g s are o f t e n modernized to r e f l e c t changes i n 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l t a s t e , r a r e l y are b u i l d i n g s pure examples of an 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e . I t i s important, t h e r e f o r e , to evaluate the 
kinds and amount of changes which occur. I t i s necessary not 
only t o describe, but to assess, why"the trans f o r m a t i o n of the 
church i s s i g n i f i c a n t r e l a t i v e t o s i m i l a r changes incurred by 
s i m i l a r p r o p e r t i e s i n Peabody/during the era. 

I f t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n had been provided i n the nomination 
o r i g i n a l l y , or when the nomination was returned w i t h questions 
about i t s i n t e g r i t y and s i g n i f i c a n c e , the National Register's 
r e j e c t i o n and t h i s r e e v a l u a t i o n would probably have been 
unnecessary. 

Please rev i s e the nomination i n conjunction w i t h Ms. Talmage's 
s t a f f , and request t h a t Ms. Talmage resubmit i t to the National 
Park Service. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Jerry L. Rogers 

J e r r y L. Rogers 
Associate D i r e c t o r , C u l t u r a l Resources 

and Keeper of the National Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places 

Enclosures 

cc: Ms. V a l e r i e Talmage, SHPO, Massachusetts 
Honorable Nicholas Mavroules, Massachusetts 
Mayor Peter T o r i g i a n 
Reverfind Mark H a r r i s 

bcc: M i d - A t l a n t i c Regional O f f i c e , A t t n : A l i s a McCann 
190-Reading F i l e , Pearson 
400-Reading F i l e 
413-Reading F i l e 
Record Center 

FNP:B.Savage:adr:03-16-89:343-9636:CL-88-6666 
BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 413 

SYS 64:(bls/Letters)-Lyman 



American Landmarks, Inc. 
Invesimeni and Developmenl Consultants for Historic Properties 

Ms. Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Suite 310 
80 Boylston Street 

Boston, MA 02116 March 23.1989 

Dear Betsy: 

RE: First Unitarian Church, Peabody, MA 
I am delighted to report that the National Park Service has determined the 
First Unitarian Church to be eligible for listing on the National Register as a 
result of information provided to Mr. Jerry Rogers at our appeal of denial 
last month. I enclose Mr. Roger's letter informing us of their decision. 

Once you have reviewed this letter please give me a call to make 
arrangements whereby I can assist MHC in providing the additional data NPS 
suggests we incorporate into the final draft of the nomination. If you will be 
assigning the responsibility for reworking the material to Ann Tate again, as 
before, I will be happy to work directly with her. Since it is clearly needed, 
I intend to spend some time in Peabody next week in order to obtain 
information on other manifestations of the economic upsurge in the local 
economy during the early 1870's, so clearly found in the alterations of the 
First Unitarian Church. 

I'm sure you are as happy as I am to learn of the NPS decision, since this 
property is one for which MHC gave full support through Sally Zimmerman, 
yourself, and of course, Val Talmage. 

Very truly yours, 
AMERICAN LAjmiAR^S, INC. 

Frederick W. Lyman 
FWL:spc 
Enclosures 
cc: Donald Williams, Trustee 

72 Broad Street Boston, iMassachusetts 02110 (617) 423-0766 



American Landmarks, Inc. 
Invesimeni and Development Consullanis for Hisioric Properties 

March 23.1989 

Mr. Jerry Rogers 
Keeper Of The National Register 
P.O.B0X 37127 
Washington. DC 20013-7127 

Dear Mr. Rogers: 

RE: First Unitarian Church. Peabodv. MA 

We are in receipt of your letter regarding the eligibility of the First Unitarian 
Church in Peabody, and I want to express my appreciation for the thorough 
evaluation you gave to our appeal. Naturally, I am delighted that you agreed 
with us that the church should be found eligible, but I also recognize the 
multiple factors which had to be weighed in coming to that determination. 

Assistance from this firm was not solicited by the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission in the course of their preparation of answers to original 
questions posed by the NRHP staff regarding eligibility. We will, nonetheless, 
be taking the lead in obtaining additional information on other 
manifestations of the economic upsurge in Peabody in the 1870 s which 
brought about the substantial alterations of the structure at that time. I 
expect to have assistance from the MHC staff of course, since it is technically 
tb.sy, who be finalizing the nomination to reflect your suggestions. I will be 
obtaining field information and assisting MHC in the reformatting of the 
nomination. 

Again, we appreciate the National Park Service's cooperation and assistance 
with this unusual but significant property. 

Very truly yours, 
AMERICAN LANDMARKS.INC. 

W. Lyman 
FWL:spc 
Enclosures 

72 Broad Street Boston, Massachusetts 02110 (617) 423-0766 
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H42E3(424) 

APR 1 0 loon 

Mr. Donald R. Williams. Jr. 
Trustee. Park Square Condominium .Association 
18 Baker's Hill Road 
Weston. Massachusetts 02193 

Re: Park Square Church. 7 Park Street. Peabody. Massachusetts 
Project Number: 10410M.\ 

Ta.\pa\'er Identification Xumber: 04-3050830 

Dear Mr. Williams; 
My rev iew of your appeal of the decision of the Mid-.Atlantic Regional Office. National 
Park Service, denx ing certification for the rehabilitation work on the property 
referenced above has been concluded. The appeal was made in accordance with 
Department of the Interior regulations (36 CFR Part 67) governing historic 
preservation certifications required under section 48(g) of the Internal Revenue Code 
for Federal tax incentives provided in the Code. I wish to thank you and your 
preservation consultant. Mr. Frederick W. Lyman, for meeting with me in Washington 
on October 16. 1989, and for explaining your rehabilitation project. 

.After carefully considering the facts of the case, including the additional 
documentation submitted at that meeting and in .Mr. Lyman's letters of October 31, 
November 2, and .November 6, 1989 (which was received January 3, 1990), I have 
determined that the rehabilitation of the property known as Park Square Church. 7 
Park Street, Peabody, Massachusetts, is not consistent with the historic character of 
the structure and that the project does not meet the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation. Therefore, the denial issued by the National Park 
Service on December 5, 1986, is hereby affirmed. 

Individually listed in the National Register of Historic Places on September 18, 1989, 
the First Unitarian Church, also known as Park Square Church, is a wood-frame 
building constructed in 1826 in the Greek Revival style. Alterations made to the 
church over i ts history include the addition of a two-story wing ca. 1868, 
construction of an Italianate entry porch and other remodeling ca. 1872, and 
replacement of the original sash with stained glass windows. When the congregation 
moved from this location in 1967, i t removed the church furnishings (pulpit, pews, 
organ, etc.), two of the three sections of the steeple, and the eight stained-glass 
windows from the sanctuary. 

The rehabilitation of the building into 14 apartments included repair of the exterior 
wood siding and architectural features, insertion of two floors of apartments within 
the sanctuary, replacement of the missing sash with casement windows, and retention 
of some interior trim. In denying certif ication of the rehabilitation, the Mid-.Atlantic 
Regional Director cited the insertion of two levels of apartments within the sanctuary 
and the installation of eight casement windows as infringements of Standards 1, 2, 5, 



Mr. Donald R. Williams. Jr. 

and 9. The Regional Director also identifieil the change in the texture of the interior 
plaster from smooth to a "sprayed-on texture finish" and the Installation of railings 
in front of the upper half of the windows as possible infractions of the Standards. 

After a thorough analysis of the complete record in this rnatter. I have concluded that 
the changes made to the interior of Park Square Church when the congregation 
departed and subsequently when a portion of the building was used for making and 
storing stage sets did not seriously compromise the historic character of the 
sanctuary. .Although the fixtures and stained glass windows had been removed, the 
essential form and extent of the ordered space, with its regularly-spaced arched 
windows, conspicuous coved ceiling complete with panel and central rosette, and the 
arched enframement at the head of the sanctuary, remained to define a whole historic 
space of notable distinction, I find, therefore, that the surviving sanctuary was the 
essential character-defining interior constituent of the church. With the insertion of 
two levels of dwelling units into the sanctuary, the bisected and partitioned space can 
no longer be perceived as a once unified whole with the historic relationship of 
ornament to space intact. The retention of window enframements. which are now 
interrupted by the new floors, and the plaster ceiling medallion, which is now part of 
an upper-level corridor, are insufficient to preserve the distinctive historic character 
of the sanctuary. Further, I find that the construction of the apartments has visibly 
altered the exterior of the main block of the structure owing to the intrusion of the 
new floors and protective railings at two locations in the tall arched windows. 
Consequently. I have determined that the subdivision of this portion of the church 
into two floors of apartments breaches Standards 2, 5, and 9 and that the 
rehabilitation of Park Square Church is not consistent with the historic character of 
the structure. 

Finally, I appreciate the diligence with which Mr. Lyman has researched the evolution 
of the eight arched windows of the sanctuary. In that regard I accept that the sash 
which were removed by the departing congregation were hung with an operable lower 
sash. Generally, replacement windows must match the historic windows in kind, 
including mechanics, and in this rehabilitation the sash changes from historic single-
hung to casement. However, in this case I find that the replacement windows 
minimally meet Standard 6. Nevertheless, in view of my finding that the overall 
project does not meet Standards 2, 5, and 9, the marginally acceptable replacement 
windows cannot outweigh the damage to the historic character of Park Square Church 
brought about by the insertion of the new apartments into the former sanctuary space. 

.As Department of the Interior regulations provide, my ruling is the final 
administrative decision regarding rehabilitation certifications. A copy of this 
decision will be provided to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Questions concerning 
specific tax consequences of this decision or interpretations of the Internal Revenue 
Code should be addressed to the appropriate IRS office. 

Sincerely, 

Ernest ATten CoamaJtf 

Ernest .Allen Connally 
Chief .Appeals Officer 
Cultural Resources 



'.Ir, Donald R. Williams. Jr. 

cc; SHPO-MA 
IRS 

bcc; M.ARO-Stevenson. SERO-Hartwig, RMRO-Wheaton, WRO-Pepin-Donat, ARO-Hart 
SOL-Hanslin. Main Interior. Room 6540 
Dr. Connally, 1100 L St., Room 2113 
424-Robinson 
001-Reading File 001-Ridenour 400-Reading File 
424-BASIC FILE RETAINED IN 424 

FNP:^BLL'MENTHAL:dyw:04 04 90:343-9592 
Filed: H4215(Specific) 



TAKE\ 

United States Department of the Interior SSmS' 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

P.O. BOX 37127 
WASHINGTON, D.C 20013-7127 

IN REPLV R E F E R TO: 

H4215(42A) 0/ 

Mr. Frederick W. Lyman 
American Landmarks, Inc. 
72 Broad Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02110 

Re: Park Street Church,7 Park Street, Peabody, Massachusetts 
Project Number: 10410MA 
Taxpayer Identification Number: 22-2495066 

Dear Mr. Lyman: 

This is i n reference to your appeal of the decision of the Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Office, National Park Service, that the rehabilitation of the 
property referenced above does not meet the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for Rehabilitation, and to my letter of FelDruary 9, 1987, i n 
which I declined to consider an appeal u n t i l the property was listed i n 
the National Register of Historic Places. In a telephone conversation of 
March 31, you informed Mrs. Sally Blumenthal of the Preservation Assistance 
Division that the property was now enrolled i n the National Register and, 
consequently, a meeting to disciiss the rehabilitation project was scheduled 
for June 6. 

I t has come to my attention that the Park Street Church is not i n fact yet 
lis t e d i n the National Register and that the actions that were directed by 
Jerry L. Rogers, Associate Director, Cultural Resources, i n a letter to you 
of ^ferch 20, 1989, have not yet been ccmpleted and that a revised nomination 
has not yet been received by the Massachusetts Historical Commission. Mr. 
Rogers' decision was issued i n connection with your appeal of the decision 
of the Chief of Registration that the property did not meet the National 
Register c r i t e r i a for evaluation. 

Consequently, I have decided not to proceed with your request for an appeal 
i n the matter of the rehabilitation certification u n t i l such time as the 
Park Street Church nanination is resubmitted to the National Register by the 



Mr. Frederick W. Lyman 2 

State per Mr. Rogers' decision of March 20. I recognize that this matter 
has been pending for some time but under the circumstances, our meeting 
of June 6 w i l l have to be reschediiLed after the property is listed in the 
National Register. In the meantime, you may wish to contact the 
Massachusetts Historical Conmission about expediting the necessary revisions 
to the nanination. 

Sincerely,' " 

Ernest Allen CounaUT 

Ernest Allen Connally 
Chief Appeals Officer 
Cultural Resources 

cc: SHPO-MA 

bcc: MARO-Stevenson 
Dr. Connally, 1100 L St., Rm. 2113 
SOL-Hanslin, Main Interior, Rm. 6540 
001-Reading File 001-Ridenour 400-Reading File 
424-Robinson - A/£ 
424-BASIC FILE RETAINED in 424 

FNP:, BLUMENTHAL: dyw: 5 /31 /89:343-9593 
Filed: H4215(specific) 



July 25, 1989 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you will find the following information which is to augment the 
argument for the historical significance of the First Unitarian Church, 
Peabody (Essex County), Massachusetts. We are forwarding this information 
directly from the consultant who completed this nomination. I have also 
sent a copy of the original submission for your referal. 

Sincerely, 

An nne E. Tait 
Acting National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

end. 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


