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Avondale stands on a low rise of ground on the south side of 
U.S. Route 31, about 2 1/2 miles west of Westminster, Maryland.

It is a Georgian style two and one-half story brick house, 
measuring approximately 45 feet long by 18 1/2 feet deep. A two story 
brick north-west wing measures approximately 49 feet long by 13 feet 
deep.

The formally arranged, Flemish bond principal facade faces 
southwest and has five symmetrically placed bays at the first floor 
level. The entrance doorway is located on a centered, two story 
pedimented pavillion that only slightly projects beyond the wall 
plane. This entrance consists of a double door and narrow flanking 
sidelights beneath an unusually pronounced arched fanlight. The 
four flanking windows of nine over nine pane sash have simple beaded 
surrounds and flat arches of splayed stretcher brick. On the second 
floor level is a Palladian window centered on the pavillion directly 
over the entrance door. Its four flanking windows are smaller than 
those below and have sash of six over six lights each. Extending 
across the facade between the outside ends of the sills of the two 
second floor end windows is a two course brick band. Within the 
pediment of the pavillion is a small lunette window. A single flush 
chimney stands at each end of the gable roof and there is a three 
part, dentiled wood cornice across the front and rear elevations. 
Although there are cornice returns on the front pediment there are 
none on the ends of the house. On the rear elevation of the exposed 
wall of the main block is two bays wide. A centered, first floor, 
unornamented door opens into the main hall. Extending across this 
elevation, between the wing and the southeast corner of the main 
block and flush with the second floor window sills, is a projecting 
two course brick band.

The northeast wing was initially a detached or semi-detached 
two story brick structure, three bays wide on its southeast side and 
one bay wide on the northwest side, which housed the summer kitchen 
in its single ground floor room. It has been suggested that this 
earliest part of the wing pre-dates the main block but similarities 
in structural and decorative detail indicate that the two were built 
at or about the same time. In about the mid nineteenth century the 
area between the main block and kitchen was closed by the addition 
of a two story, two bay extension of the kitchen. At about this 
same time a one-story, full width farm porch was built on the wings 
southeast elevation.

Although the plan of the principal facade would seem to suggest 
otherwise, the interior of Avondale is one of fairly simple design, 
more Feder/al in detail than Georgian. Its most outstanding feature is 
that of the main stair, rising in four flights to the attic and 
decorated with delicately turned balusters, a, molded ra,il and



Form No. 1£-300a 
(Hev 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET Avondale_______ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 1_____________________ 

DESCRIPTION CONTINUED

scrolled stepends. In combination with the fanlighted entrance the stair 
hall presents a very handsome appearance. In the two rooms flanking the 
hall (see plan) are simple mantles with molded cornice shelves (in 
the northwest room a paneled closet stands adjacent to the projecting 
chimney), wide two piece surrounds on the windows and doors, and 
paneled wainscoting beneath molded chairrails. The two rooms and hall 
of the second floor are similarly treated. Beneath the house is a 
full, dirt floored cellar.

In the wing there are two rooms, both with large fireplace openings. 
A steep winding stair is enclosed within the recessed area adjacent to 
the projecting chimney of the southwest room and the fireplace opening 
in the original kitchen is fitted with cranes and an iron doored oven. 
A large iron fireback originally standing this opening was removed 
several years ago, but remains on the property.

Avondale has, from years of neglect, suffered extensive damage 
from deterioration. The graceful and noteworthy entrance door has 
lost 90 percent of its fan and side lights and the floor of the south­ 
east first floor room of the main block has collapsed into the cellar. 
The remainder of the house appears physically sound but is in great 
need of general repairs before it, too, is lost.

Near the house is a pyramid roofed smokehouse and a frame wash- 
house, both in good repair. There are no vestiges of former gardens or 
other outbuildings remaining except a large nineteenth century barn 
near the entrance to the property. Ore pits remaining from the iron 
furnaces of Legh Masters are, however, evident at a distance not far 
from the house.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Avondale is unique in Carroll County, being the only recorded 
example of an eighteenth, century house with a formal facade that is 
based on elements of Georgian architecture. Although it displays 
Federal influences and could be perhaps considered a transitional 
building, the arrangement of the facade establishes it as an impor­ 
tant landmark significant to the study of regional architectural 
development.

_.X''
,x

The building of Avondale is attributed to Legh Masters Cd. 1796} 
who came to what is now Carroll County from New Hall, Lancashire, 
England, in the early eighteenth century. He owned several thousand 
acres, including the Avondale tract. Masters began the operation 
of an iron foundry near Avondale circa 1765 , making this one of 
the oldest furnaces in Maryland. The furnace only operated for one or 
two blasts as the ore proved "unproductive and indifferent". Masters 1 
interest in the area as a residence contradicts his mineral venture 
for no one would describe his monumental brick house as "indifferent". 
(Two other attempts at iron production were initiated at the end of 
the eighteenth century and before the Civil War. Neither was success­ 
ful.

Although there are numerous local stories involving Avondale, 
most of these are of supernatural nature. No events of a significant 
historical nature are known to have occurred, except the operation of 
the furnace, Avondale is presently owned by the B. F. Shriver 
Company of Carroll County and the house tenanted. There is a distinct 
possibility that the property may soon be sold and a great deal of 
public concern has been voiced concerning its preservation.
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