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side of cleared fields, forests, cornfields and orchards.
churches, residential homes, streets:and highways crisscross the area.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known).PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Battle of Tupelo was fought in and around the hamlet of Harrisburg
and the town of Tupelo.

Today, the low rolling hills around Harrisburg.

After the running skirmishes of

which, since the war, have been incorporated into the town of Tupelo is now g
The battle was fought in a typical southern country-

Today, banks,

The position selected by Union General A. J. Smith to receive the Confeder-
ate attack was well sulted for defense.
the 13th, General Smith wanted to occupy a strong position in and around
This and two other goals made him coose the site
that he did. His other goals--secure Tupelo and gain a lodgement on the
His battleline, forming a right angle several
hundred yards north of Pontotoc road, was on the crest of a low ridge over-
From the position held by the 12th Iowa and
Murray's brigade, the Federals looked westward toward Pontotoc, the direc-
tion from which the Confederate Generals Lee and Forest would advance.
the Union front, the terrain sloped gradually down to Harrisburg Branch,
beyond which the country was an undulating woodland with scant undergrowth
From Smith's line, whicdh was slightly over a mile
and one-half in length, the distance to the edge of the timber in front
varied with the meanders of Harrisburg Branch, which marked the limit of

Opposite the sector held by Murray's brigade, about 300
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yards separated the Union battle line from the timber,
so open that the Confederates would be visible for the final 500 yards of
Along other sectors of the front, the Rebels, as they
advanced to .the assault, would be exposed to-artillery and small arms fire
for distances varylng from.one fourth mile to 1,000 yards.

but the woods were

The monument at the site is made of granite and rests on a granlte base
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The Battle of Tupelo was fought on July 13-15, 186k., General Stephen D.
Lee was in command of all Confederate forces in Alabama, Mississippi, and
BEastern Louisiana. He relied on Major General Nathan B. Forrest to pro-
tect the rich prairie section of Eastern Mississippi. Forrest had
protected the prairie and in July of 1864 he was called to battle again
when A. J. Smith's Federal army moved toward Tupelo. Grant's tactics
called for a 1Ver81onary attack in North Mississippl to keep Forrest
occupied while) M eral William T. Sherman moved from Tennessee o Georgia
on his march to the sea. As for the battle, neither side could claim
complete victory.

Sherman wanted Forrest destroyed for if he wasn't he would be free to fall
upon and wreck the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad over which Sherman
received his tools of war. To wreck Forrest, he sent General A. J. Smith
with more than 14,000 soldiers and 24 cannon. General Lee, on July 1k,
had 9,500 effectives, supported by 20 cannon. - Forrest's men opened the -
battle as they dashed on foot toward the Federal position. For three
hours they attacked and fell back. After a lull this continued but to no
avail. That night, because of the condition of his troops, Smith fell
back four miles. Again on the 15th, the fighting resumed and the next
day Smith moved his army toward LaGrange. The Confederates followed but
without making another major attack. The important result was that Smith
had kept the railrocad safe and supply lines open.

The site is located on a slight hill overlooking the area and because of
landscaping and no high rise buildings one does not have a sense of
congestion. This memorial is interpreted by two interpretive panels and
as the terrain has not been altered immensely, other than erection of
buildings, one may still sense and understand the flow of events that
occurred here. However, more and more construction is going on in this
area and the open area to the west is being rapidly developed.

Significance: 1lgt order




Slonaker, John J.

Bearss, Edwin C.

"The Battle of Tupelo, July 13-15,1864." Re
report on file at Natchez Trace Parkway Library, Tupelo, Mississippil

"The Tupelo Campaign."
Movement Maps, June 22 - July 23, 186k.
Library at Natchez Trace Parkway, Tupelo, Mississippi.
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A documented Narrative & Troop
Research report on file in
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