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This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached 
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination documentation.

)f the Keeper 

Amended Items in Nomination:

2i Location: County

The Nutting Homestead is located in Otisfield, Maine. At the time the property was listed in the 
National Register, Otisfield was located in Cumberland County. As of July 1, 1978, Otisfield seceded 
from Cumberland County and became part of Oxford County. The nomination now reflects the 
property's location in Oxford County.

This information was conveyed to the National Park Service by Earle Shettleworth, MESHPO, by letter 
of June 17, 1993.
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The Nutting Homestead in Otisfield provides excellent insight into the 
development of a rural Maine farm complex. This evolution is seen in the 
simple late 18th century Cape, its grander attached Federal period house, 
and their surrounding f^frm buildings, which include a barn, a carriage 
house and a corn* crib.

The first section of the Nutting Homestead was the one and a half 
story Cape style house. This was built by Nathan Nut/ing shortly after 
his arrival in ©tisf ield in 1796. The Cape possesses a granite foundation, 
is of frame construction, and has exterior clapboarding. The original 
central chimney was replaced in 1876 by two small chimneys because of the 
introduction of stoves. The presence of the roof overhang suggests that 
the roof may have been altered at some point. '

The facade or west wall of the house is symmetrically divided into 
five bays. The central bay consists of a doorway which is flanked at 
either side by a simple pilaster. On each side of the doorway is a pair 
of two windows which are placed closely together. The south wall has two 
windows on the first story and one window on the half story. From the 
east or rear wall extends a long one and a half story ell. This wall 
contains two windows which are located closely together. The north side 
serves as the connecting wall between the Cape and the later house. Thus, 
it has only one window on the first floor and a small window above it, 
which is located directly under the overhang of the roof.

Like the Cape, th.e two and a half .story .section ,of the house stands 
on a granite foundation* is of, frame construction, and has exterior clap- 
boarding. Built in 18/0 by Nathan Nutting, Jr., the house, with its large 
central chimney, has trie general appearance of an eighteenth century dwell 
ing. In the thirdLdLejeajde^ of the nineteenth century, the central chimney 
is an unusual feature to find, for most Maine houses were by then using 
a fc^de chimney arrangement.

As with the Cape, a symmetrical facade design is present. The central 
bay of the first story displays a handsome Federal style doorway. The 
paneled door is flanked by mullioned sidelights and has a broad, louvred 
fan above it. These elements are enframed by two pilasters that support 
a horizontal pediment which features a complete Grecian Doric entablature. 
At the left and right of the doorway are two windows. The facade cornice 
is comprised of a series of modillions.

The south side of the 1820 section serves as the connecting wall with 
the Cape. Thus, only one window is present on the second story level, and 
none exist on the first or third. The east or rear wall has three windows 
on each of the first and second stories. The north wall contains one 
window on the first, second and half story levels.

(See Continuation Sheet)
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Immediately to the north of the Nutting Homestead stand three nine 
teenth century agricultural buildings, the carriage ho(ise, barn, and corn 
crib. Like the house, these are frame structures which are in basically 
original condition. Although Maine has long been a rural state, it is 
rare to find such an authentic nineteenth century farm complex as Nathan 
Nutting's. Its preservation is due largely to its uninterrupted ownership 
by the Nutting family for five generations. The present owner, Albert D. 
Nutting, continues his family tradition by carefully maintaining tj 
homestead.

NATIONAL 
REGISTER

GPO 921-724



z 
o

u

LU 

LJ

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

G Pre-Columbian I G 16th Century 

G 15th Century D 17th Century

18th Century 

19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable an d Known) £ ^ ]_ J g ft 1 P.9O

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Afore as Appropriate)

Aboriginal | | Education | | Political

G Engineering G Religion/Phi-

G Industry ' losophy

Q 1 Invention G Science

G Landscape G Sculpture

Architecture Q Socia l/Human-

G Literature itarjan

G Military G Theater

I I "Music | | Transportation

Q Prehistoric

O Historic 

''[1% Agriculture 

rX Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

| | Communications 

1 | Conservation

I| Urban Planning 

G Other (Specify)

STATEMENT, OF SIGNIFICANCE . ,

The Nutting Homestead is an early nineteenth century farm complex 
which has Been occupied continuously By five geAer^tions of the familyj ;

Nathan Nutting, Born in 1761','in Groton, Massachusetts came to 
Oti&field with his family including his brother, Jonathan, in 1796 and 
Built the original Cape Cod section of the house.

His son, Nathanj Jr. was Born NovemBer 6, 1804 and according to 
family tradition as r|||unt^d By Mrs. AlBert D. Nutting of the fifth 
generation to occupy the house, was sent to Boston as a Boy to study 
architecture and the Building trade. He returned to Build the attached 
Federal house for his Brother, Lyman, in 1820.

Natjran, Jr. as a master Builder also designed and Built the present 
Bell Hill Meeting Hous'e in Otisf ield,' churches" in C?a'sco £^WestBrook 
and proBaBly other houses' drid' -public Bufldings. He also Biiilt the 
first steam sawmill in Otisfield and made carpenters planes and other 
tools. " • : f

This fine example of rural architecture expanding with family 
growth attests to the relative permanency of small Maine towns.
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