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The Tugboat,"Edna G.", operates out of Agate Bay at Two Harbors, Minnesota 
during the ore-shipping season; the vessel's home port is listed as Duluth, 
Minnesota,

The "Edna G.", despite her age, is in excellent condition and has changed 
very little through the years. The tugboat is maintained by the Duluth, Missabe 
and Iron Range Railway Company. The Steel hulled tug has an overall length of 
102 feet, a beam of 23 feet, a maximum draft of 15.5 feet and a gross tonnage 
of 154 tons. The coal-powered, steam-driven engine is original. A new boiler 
was refitted in 1948, but it is still hand fired. In addition to the engine 
room, there is a small galley, crews quarters, and captains office. During its 
seventy-nine year existence minor improvements have been made on the tug, 
although not affecting the outward appearance. The "Edna G." also carries 
firefighting and radio communication equipment on board. The vessel is painted 
a two-tone yellow and maroon, colors of the D, M and I R line.

For the present, the Tugboat "Edna G." will continue to operate at Two 
Harbors as it has in the past.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The "Edna G." is significant as an historic Great Lakes vessel that is stWri 
operating within its intended environment-,

In 1896^ the Cleveland Ship Buildi&g Company at Cleveland, Ohio constructed the 
steel hulled Tugboat "Edna G." specifically for transporting ore carriers to and 
from the Two Harbors docks. The vessel was named after the daughter of J. L. 
Greatsinger, President of the Duluth and Iron Range Railroad Company from 1886 to 
1896. The tugboat has seen continuous service at Two Harbors since its construction 
with the exception of two years at Norfolk, Virginia during World War I.

The "Edna G*" is owned by the Duluth; Missabe and Iron Range Railway Company 
and shuttles the Great Lakes ore carriers at the docks in Agate Bay daily. During 
the ore-shipping season this tug operates a twenty-four hour day and is manned by 
three three-man crews, on shifts of eight hours each. "For all its antiquity, 
the "Edna G.", today [February 28, 1975] , brought in seven large ore carriers from 
3:30 A.M. until 7:30 P.M. These include the Roger Blough, 858 feet long; the others 
over 700 feet long." 1

The United States Coast Guard requires vessel inspection every five years; 
"The inspector said she ["Edna G."] was good for another 78 years'1 ^ while under 
examination in the fall of 1974. The Two Harbors tugboat, "Edna G.", is believed 
to be the last steam-powered, coal burning tugboat assigned an operating license . 
of the Great Lakes by the U. S. Registry: U. S. 136 545.

1. Historic Sites Survey form prepared by Elfa M. Setterlund, 1975.

2. Newspaper article from the Two Harbors Chronicle and Times (Two Harbors, Minnesota) 
November 20, 1974.
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