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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ('//known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Biddeford City Hall is a fine example of a/ late Nineteenth Cen 

tury city hall. It was designed by John Calvin_Sfeve£S_(l855-1940), a 

noted Maine architect from Portland.

The City Hall is a large three^and a half story brick building with 

cjpck tower and^belfry. The first floor of the building is faced with 

granite. One half of the first floor is presently occupied by the York 

County Savings B^frik. The windows on this half are large glass while the 

windows on the other half of the first floor are smaller. The main en 

trance to the City Hall is topped by decorative carving depicting the date 

of the construction of the building.

The second floor windows are rectangular and over the main entrance, 

on the second floor, is a balcony. The third floor windows, however, are 

arched.

The tower is in three sections. The first section rises from ground 

level to approximately two stories above the roof of the building. This 

section is topped with a heavy dentile cornice which is in turn topped 

with a balustrade. The next section is the clock housing which has a 

heavy dentile cornice and balustrade. Above this is ajbelfry topped with 

a dome.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE O<- "5

One aspect of the significance of the Biddeford City Hall is the 

fact that it was designed by John Calvin Stevens (1855-1940), a leading 

Maine architect. After graduation from Portland High School, he entered 

the office of Francis H. Fassett, a pioneer architect in Portland. He 

soon became Fassett's partner but in 1883 joined in a partnership with 

Albert W. Cobb. Among Stevens major works were the Eastern Maine Insane 

Hospital (1888), now Eastern Maine State Hospital, the Sweat Mansion in
" C.' ' ' " . ~ i

Portland (1909) and the City Hall in Portland.

Another aspect of the significance of this City Hall is its meaning 

to the citizens of Biddeford and its location in the town. It is the 

hub of all life within the city. Its tower along with the tower of the 

Biddeford Textile Mill form the skyline of the city. Without this build 

ing and its tower, late Nineteenth Century Biddeford would cease to exist;

For these reasons, it is important that a building such^s_this be 

given the recognition that it so rightly deserves.
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Withey, Henry F. & Withey, Elsie Rathburn. Biographical Dictionary of 
American Architects (deceased). Los Angeles: Hennessey & InqallsT 
Inc., 1970.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tibnal Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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