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Ely's Stone Bridge is 60 feet long and 20 feet wide, spanning a shallow stream 
which runs through wooded pastureland. It has three arches, each elliptical 
in form. The arches are formed by double rows of voussoirs and do not have 
keystones. Stone used for the spandrel walls and piers was obtained from 
the stream bed; the dressed s<bone of the voussoirs was obtained from lime­ 
stone quarries at Anamosa. Concrete has been set around the base of the 
piers for further support, and there are two icebreakers on the north side 
of the bridge.

The bridge was tuckpointed in 1933 and again in 1957. It is in excellent 
condi tion.



E] SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC

—1400-1499

—1500-1599

—1600-1699

—1700-1799 

Xl 800-1899

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE

—ARCHITECTURE

—ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—^ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

—PHILOSOPHY

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1893 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Reuben Ely, Sr., Monticello

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ely's Stone Bridge is locally significant as an example of a form of bridge 
construction which is quite unusual in Iowa. The vast majority of Iowa's 
extant bridges are wood trestle, metal truss, or concrete. There are a 
few single-arch stone bridges in northeast Iowa, and, also in this area, 
is the double-arched keystone bridge at Elkader. Ely's bridge, with its 
three elliptical arches, may be considered an unusual variant of a relatively 
rare form of bridge architecture in the state.

The bridge features direct use of local materials: Stone City, once a principal 
supplier of limestone in the state, is only 12 miles to the southwest. However, 
no other stone bridges are known to exist in Jones County, which suggest that 
the construction of this particular bridge, though funded with public money, 
may have been a personal expression on the part of the builders, Reuben Ely 
Sr. and Jr. The subsequent history of the bridge substantiates this supposition 
four generations of Ely, Sr.'s descendants, all stonemasons, have been 
responsible for its repair and maintenance.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION i t ' 
Bridge is located on Wet Creek, on a county road in the NWi of the SW£ of 
Section 17, T86N R3W, Jones County, Iowa
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