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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gerrish Warehouse is a small rectangular clapboard building 
of 2% floors, gable roof, and stone foundation. Overall dimensions are 
thirty feet by forty-five.

There are doorways at the north and south ends of the budding, with two 
doors per opening. The south doors are composed of wooden boards; the north 
doors are panelled.

The windows are six-over-six wood sash where sash survies. There are 
interior shutters, one per opening, which slide horizontally into the wall.

The gdfr'le roof is covered with woodshtngles and has rio cornice or eaves.

The ground floor is accessible from the double door at the south end. 
The upper floors are gained by means of ladder stairs between levels. All 
flooring consists of wooden floor boards. Walls and ceilings are unfinished 
plaster and exposed structure.

j £.1



1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC

—1400-1499

—1500-1599

—1600-1699

—Xl 700-1799

—1800-1899

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE

-ARCHITECTURE 

_ART

-^COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS,

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS

—EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT^ £_PHILOSOPHY 

^.INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—INVENTION

-RELIGION

-SCIENCE

-SCULPTURE 

.SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

.THEATER 

.TRANSPORTATION

-OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES C.1710 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The early 18th century Gerrish-Warehouse. Is a rare survival from 
this period in Maine particularly as a commercial structure. Of added 
significance is the fact that it was part of the very large shipping 
operation carried on By Sir. William Pepperrell, a wealthy fish, and 
lumber merchant of Kittery.

Born in 1696, Pepperrell was appointed chief justice of the Massachusetts 
court of common pleas in 1730. During King George's War (1744) Governor .. 
William Sh±rley placed him in command of 4,OQQ men to lay seige to the 
supposedly impregnable french fortress at Louishourg on Cape Breton Island. 
In spite of this he conducted an audacious and lucky attack which reduced 
the stronghold and for which he was made a baronet by King George II, the 
first native American so honored. Later, as president of the Council, 
he served briefly as Governor of Massachusetts.

Sir William Pepperell's grandson, William, inherited his vast estate 
and in 1774 was also created baronet. At the outbreak of the Revolution 
he remained loyal to the King and, as a Tory, his estate was confiscated 
by the State of Massachusetts in 1778. The warehouse was bought at auction 
by Capt. Samuel Smallcorn who, in 1797, sold it to Robert Follett whose 
daughter married William Thompson Gerrish. The Gerrish f s for many years used 
the building as a store and ship chandlery and it remained in the family 
until 1976 when it was sold by Charles S. Gerrish, Jr., and Marion Gerrish 
Craig to the Maine Maritime Museum of Bath, Maine.

Plans are now under consideration to restore the structure and 
possibly to remove it'.to a new location more accessible to the museum 
public, its present site being difficult of access and also exposed to 
tidal erosion.
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