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1. Name of Property
historic name Al Mac's Diner - Restaurant (The Diners of Massachusetts MPS)

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 135 President Avenue not for publication

city or town Fall River vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Bristol code 005 zip code 02722

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this\?ITomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hisjpric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
“p'meets ¢ doe” not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally>C"tatewide n.locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

fij/nature of certifying oricial/Title Judith B. McDonough, R/ecutive Directo” /Date
Assachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natrbnal Park Service Certification
her”y certify that this property Is: Signajuce of the Keeper i Date of Action
| entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet,
a determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Al Mac's Diner - Restaurant
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State __site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Twentieth-Century Commercial Architecture:

The Diners of Massachusetts

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Stainless Steel Diner

Narrative Description

Fall River, Bristol County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 building
sites
structures
_ objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation concrete

walls stainless steel
porcelain enamel

roof rubber membrane

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Al Mac's Diner - Restaurant
Name of Property
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

X B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

X G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Fall River, Bristol County, Massachusetts

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)
Architecture

Commerce

Period of Significance
1953

Significant Dates
1953

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder

DeRaffele Diners

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
_ previously listed in the National Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X State Historic Preservation Office

Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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7. Description

Al Mac's Diner - Restaurant, 135 Presdent Avenue, Fall River (1953), isthe oldest of four dinersin Massachusdts
congmcted by the DeRaffele Diners, later known as DeRaffele Manufacturing Company, Inc., of New Rochelle, New
York. Al Mac'sis afine example of a 1950sdanless ged diner.

The diner is located approximately one mile north of the city's downtown busnessdistrict and approximately one-quarter
mile eedt of the Taunton River. The diner Stsin a shopping center, immediately eedt of the eevated highway that carries
Sate Route 138 through the city's downtown area. Currently, the diner is oriented with one Sdewall fronting Presdent's
Avenue (a ssgment of U. S Route 6), ad its facade fronting Davol Street and the devated highway. Thereisalarge
parking lot between the diner and Davol Street. South of the diner is the shopping center with additional parking. For the
purpose of this nomination the shopping center, although on the same parce as the diner, is excluded.

Al Mac'sis a sted-frame diner with gainless ged cladding that incorporates horizontal and vertical bandsin teal-colored
porcdain enamd. Roughly nine bayswide and three baysin depth with rounded front comersand a projecting entry
vedtibule, the diner hes ahigh foundation and alow-profile, rounded hipped roof The vertical fluted porcelain enamd
comers offset by flared dainless ded pilagters ae afeature of DeRaffele dinersof the 1950s [Gutman, p. 154] The
projecting entry vestibule, centered on the facade, is a character-defining feature of sainless ged dinersof this period.
The vestibule is rectangular with stedl and glass entries on either Sde and a clock centered over the front window.
Windows in the diner are fixed plate glass. Hared dainless ged pilasters projecting between the windows serve an
omamenta as well as fiinctiona purpose: they contain the downspouts for channdling roof ran-off to the ground. Large-
cele neon dgnage on the roof identifiesAl Mac's as adiner and a restaurant, and notesthe busnesshes been "justly
famous' dnce 1910. At the rear (eedtern Sde) of the diner is a one-story concrete kitchen block (ca 1990s) on apoured
concrete foundation. This addition is unobtmsive and does not compromisethe integrity of the 1953 diner.

Ontheinterior, Al Mac's hasacounter placed left of center with twenty steel counter stools and a center staff entrance.
Booth seating is located along the west, south, and aportion of the east walls, with two freestanding booths at the center of
the southern end. The countertop is replacement Formicaand booths are clad in Formicawith sparkle vinyl seat coverings.
The original interior color scheme was salmon and palegreen, which is still present on the steel-trimmed, porcelain
enamel monitor ceiling. Other intact interior finishes include terrazzo on the floors and at the counter foot rest, a steel
back bar with sunburst motif, and walls with steel panels below the windows and Formica above. The manufacturer's tag,
located on the interior over the entry, reads DE RAFFELE DINER MFG, 85 River Street, New Rochelle, NY.

In the mid-1970s, Al Mac'swas moved to its current ste from its origina location, northwest of the intersection of
Presdent Avenue and Davol Street. The original Ste, now the location of Fal River's Bicentennid Park, is northwest of
the Preddent Avenue - Davol Street intersection. At its current location, the diner initially faced Presdent's Avenue,
according to the Fall River Historical Society. In the last decade, the diner was turned ninety degreeson the same dite, to
its presant orientation facing Davol Street.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric Stes have been identified on the nominated property, it is possble that Stesare present. Two dtes
have been recorded in the generd area(within one mile), both dtesin the Town of Somersat on the opposite bank of the
Taunton River. Environmenta characteridtics of the property indicate somelocational criteria( dope, distanceto
wetlands) that aere favorable indicators for prehistoric Sites. 1n generd, however, higoric landuse in the area
characterized by industrial and commercia development have likely impacted any potential prehistoric resourcesthat
were present. Given the above information, the potential for recovering significant prehistoric resources on the property
is low.

A moderate potentid exigts for locating historic archaeologica  resources on the nominated property. The potentia for
recovering significant archaeologica resources associated with the diner are unlikely because of the recent datefor the
diner (1953) and becausethe diner was moved to its present Ste inthe mid- 1970'sthen re-oriented twice & thislocation.
Previoudy, the immediate vicinity included afurniture deder, abrewing company, ges dations, acod company, a
lumber company, service gtations, car dedlersand afew resdences. Structural evidence from any of these enterprises
and homes, which may dateto the 19th century or earlier, may survive on the nominated property. Urban/industrid fill
deposgits may aso be present inthe arean Significant impacts have dso probably occurred from successve dages of
higtoric devdopment that included roadway congtruction. Given the above information, a moderate potentia exigsfor
the recovery of significant historic archaeologica resources on the property.

8. Satement of Significance

Al Mac's Diner - Resaurant isafine example of agtainless ged diner, both in Fall River and Massachusatts DeRaffde
Diners of New Rochelle, New Y ork, acompany closdy associated with the congruction of large sainless ged dinersin
the 1950s built Al Mac's in 1953. The diner isthe oldest of four DeRaffele diners in Massachusetts. Historically, Al
Mac's is assodated with Allen J McDermott, proprietor of diners and resaurantsin Fall River, who carried on a family
tradition of Fall River lunch carts and diners that extended from the 1910s through the late 1960s Egtablishment of Al
Mac's as adiner-restaurant reflects atrend in the diner industry, beginning in the 1950s that saw diner operators striving
to creste arestaurant ambience.  For these reasons, Al Mac's is of exceptiond significance on both the local and Sate
levels. The diner's rdocation inthe mid-1970s from a dte one block away, and its reorientation on its current dte in the
lagt decade, are typical of the portable nature of diners and have not adversdly impacted the diner's historic and
architectura integrity. The diner maintains aroadsde orientation and setting & its current location. Retaining integrity
of design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association, Al Mac's Diner-Restaurant megtsCriteria A andC
and CriteriaCongderations B and G of the National Register of Historic Haces & the local and date levels.

Al Mac's Diner - Regtaurant reflects the longtime contribution of Allen J. McDermott to the diner busnessin Fall River.
McDermott was one of afamily of lunch cart and diner operators who were active in the city from the 1910s through &
leedt the late 1960s Michael H. McDermott, believed to be Allen McDermott's father, first gopeared in Fall River city
directories with the occupation "lunch cart” in 1914. Before 1914, his occupation isnoted as "clerk." By 1925, Allen
McDermott hed entered the restaurant business, operating aredaurant a 323 Pocast Stredt, Fall River. He formed

(continued)
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McDermott Lunch Company with Frank McDermott about 1926, and the busnessmoved to 1000 Davol Street in 1929.
The present DeRaffele diner opened onthis dte - itsorigina location - in 1953. In 1954, the year after Al Mac's
opened, the Fall River directory listed deven restaurantswith "diner” or "dinette” in their names Inaddition to Al
Mac's, therewas the Square Diner a 8 County Street (known to be one location of the McDermott Lunch Company in
1933); McDermott'sDiner & 2011 South Main Street; and RussM cDermott's Diner & 1382 Davol Street, & the
northernmogt end of the dreet. Mary L. McDermott ran the restaurant once operated by Allen McDermott at 323
Pocesst Street.

Over the years, Allen McDermott reportedly had "so many diners they cannot all be accounted for." [Gutman, 158]
Account books for the Worcester Lunch Car Comparty show an entry in 1931 involving atrip to Fall River to "leve
McDermott's car." McDermott'sdiners aso included a late 1930sWhite House Cafe built by the Worcester Lunch Car
Company, and alate 1940s Fodero that houssd Al Mac's diner before the existing DeRaffele diner was purchased.
[Gutman, 108, 158] Al Mac's gppears to be the lag new diner operation associated with McDermott before his
retirement about 1967. By the timethe current Al Mac's opened in 1953, McDermott had moved to the neighboring
town of Somerset. A review of Somerset directories suggestsAllen McDermott died between 1968 and 1971.

The industridl/commercial nature of the Davol Street intersection with Presdent Avenue was established before World
War Il. By the early 1950s, the immediate vicinity included a furniture deder, a brewing company, ges dations, a cod
company, alumber company, sarvice gations, car deders, and afew resdences. Until the mid-1970s, Al Mac's
occupied a gte on the west dde of Davol Street between Presdent Avenue and Brownell Stredt; that dSte isnow the
location of Bicentennia Park. The diner was moved around the comer, to a Ste southeaest of the Davol Street - Presdent
Avenue intersection. On the seoond dite, the diner was placed with its faBade oriented toward Presdent Avenue. More
recently, the diner was turned ninety degresson the same sSite, to its present orientation facing Davol Street and the Route
138 overpass.

Advertised by itsrooftop neon sgnage as adiner and restaurant, Al Mac's reflectsatrend in the diner industry that first
aurfaced in the 1950s and completdly transformed the industry in the 1960s [Gutman] The move toward providing a
more family-oriented dining establishment produced larger diners that emphadzed table and booth service. Cooking was
removed from the area behind the counter to a sgparate kitchen, usudly a the rear. By drawing families, diners could
provide an dternative to, and therefore could better compete with, the booming fast food chains. Al Mac's, with its
rectangular massing, low-pitched roof, projecting center-entry vedtibule, and rear kitchen wing, isawell pressrved
representative of the form mogt common among gainless ded diners in Massachusdts.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potential to provide detailed information relating to Fall
River's urban development that may dateto the 18th or 19th centuries in the vicinity of the nominated property.
Additional documentary research including deed ressarch possibly combined with archaeologicd testing can be usad to
document a specific land use history for the nominated property. This resserch can identify the potential for recovering
dructural remains and occupationa related features for specific residential, commercid and industrial dteson the
property. Information may be present which indicates the extent to which these resources were associated with maritime
devdopments that occurred aong the waterfront eest of Davol Street.

(end)



Al Mac's Diner - Restaurant Fall River, Bristol County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 320750 4620280

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Kathleen Kelly Broomer, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  July 1999

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name R. Family Incorporated
Street & number 135 President Avenue Jelephone  508-679-5851
city or town Fall River state MA zip code 02722

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to hominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Sen/ice, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.
1024-0018
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Diner Finder Deluxe: Massachusetts. Watertown, MA: Coffee Cup Publications, 1991.

Fall River Historical Society, Jamelle Tanous Lyons, archivist. Directory information on Allen McDermott and directory
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Fall River Directory for various years (1910 to 1938). Boston: Sampson & Murdock Co.

Polk's Fall River City Directory (1943, 1954, 1963, 1967, 1983), Bogon: R. L. Palk & Co. Publishers, yearsas noted.

(end)

10. Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

Lots 0-16-2to 0-16-8 inclusive, plus lots 0-16-12 and 0-16-15, are conddered one parcel. Forthe purpose of this
nomination, the boundary of the nominated property is shown on the accompanying detail of the City of Fall
River's assessors map. An arbitrary boundary lineof 10 feet has been drawn around the diner itself in each
direction.

Boundary Justification
The arbitrary boundary includes only the diner itself snceits placement on the current dte in the mid-1970s. Asthe diner

was moved to its present location in the 1970s the shopping center and associated parcd of land is not historically
asxciated with Al Mac's Diner, thus aline of convenience 10' from the diner walls has been drawn.

(end)
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The Commonweahh of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
November 10, 1999 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Caral Shull

National Regiger of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

Endosed please find arevised National Register nomination for:

Al Mac's Diner, Fal River (Bristal), MA
The Diners of Massechusatts MPS  (NPS #99001119)

The nominationwas retumed to this officefor a boundary line amendment.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Cc: Kathleen Kelly Broomer, consultant
Gelm Redlty Trugt Co., owners
Ron Roy, chair, Fall River Historical Commission
Edward M. Lambert, Jr., Mayor, City of Fall River

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, xMassachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470

Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
wiviv.state. ma. usAsecAnvic









