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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Jesse H. Settlemier house at 355 N. Settlemier Avenue in Woodburn 
is a typical example of a medium to large frame house in the late Queen 
Anne style. Built in 1889, the central block of the two-story structure 
has a hip roof. Projecting wings to the north and east are gabled. The 
second story of the east wing overhangs a bay window. The northeast corner 
of the main block is rounded surmounting in a tower with a conical "candle- 
snuffer" roof, and has a concentric two-story porch with small balcony-like 
projections. The north side sports a porte-cochere off the dining room. 
Openings are square-headed except for two round-headed openings inside the 
northeast porch under the tower. The exterior is surfaced in horizontal 
tongue-in-groove siding with a slightly flared shingled skirt-like band at 
the base of the second story. A frieze-like band of vertical boarding 
flares out at the top of the walls into a molded cornice surrounding the 
house. Bracketing and trim of the catalogue-ornament variety are applied 
in a typical manner to porches and overhangs. m

The interior of the house was remodelled in 1911 reflecting such Arts 
and Crafts movement influences as inglenooks, and much of the interior wood-] 
work, finish, and fixtures date from that time. The house contains eleven 
rooms on two floors plus a basement and large attic. The ground floor floojr 
ing is oak. The dining room fir paneling and built-in China closet and 
buffet, as well as the porte-cochere off the dining room date from the 1911 
remodelling, as do the bath rooms. The master bath contains a somewhat un­ 
usual foot bath. A wooden storage tank in the attic, still extant, provided c 
water pressure for the plumbing, and an acetylene plant in the basement sup- o 
plied the house with gas.

Since 1911, the only alteration to the house was the removal of a wall 
between two pantries in the 1950s, and the conversion of the resultant space] 
into a kitchen. The living room wallpaper dates from 1911 or earlier. Thu 
the house retains its 1911 appearance to an unusually high degree. A sep­ 
arate carriage house also stands on the grounds, which are landscaped with 
original Settlemier Nursery stock.
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2. Location

The Settlemier house is located in the SW 1/4 Sec. 7, T.5S., R.1W., 
of the Willamette Meridian in Marion County, Oregon, on Lot 11 of Block 2 
of Smith's Addition to Woodburn.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The French Prairie area is one of the oldest settled parts of Oregon. 
French Canadian trappers who had worked for John Jacob Astor and for the 
Hudson's Bay Company began relocating in the prairie areas near what is 
now Woodburn in 1829—hence the name French Prairie. Jesse Settlemier, 
a son of a pioneer nurseryman, purchased the original J. B. Duchane Do­ 
nation Land Claim on the Boones Ferry Road, which was part of the main 
route from Portland to Sacramento, in 1863 and moved his father's busi­ 
ness there where it flourished. In 1869-70 he was instrumental in getting 
the Oregon and California Railroad to locate its line through the area. 
Settlemier then platted out four blocks and offered a lot free to anyone 
who would erect a building. A community began to form and a city charter 
was adopted in 1895. J. H. Settlemier, long the unofficial leader of the 
community, became the first official mayor of Woodburn.

The J. H. Settlemier house is currently owned by the French Prairie 
Historical Society. The rooms are furnished with period pieces and with 
items associated with the French Prairie area. A collection of photo­ 
graphs illustrating! the early history of the area is on display in the 
attic, and the Society is building a library of taped lectures on local 
historical topics.

Woodburn today is a community of middle-income housing developments 
sprawling rapidly across the flat, fertile farmlands of the Willamette 
Valley. The town lacks a sense of cohesiveness or a clearly identifiable 
nucleus. The Settlemier house is a fine example of late ninteenth cen­ 
tury architecture, though not an exceptional one by national standards. 
Yet it is the crowning jewel in a small neighborhood of houses contem­ 
porary with it, and assists greatly in providing an identifiable focus 
or historical prospective of Woodburn's organization and growth. It aids 
in providing a sense of stability and continuity in a somewhat disorganized 
community.

The house is in good condition and is being well-maintained. It is 
open for public inspection on a limited basis and is available for wed­ 
dings, teas, receptions, meetings, and community oriented functions. The 
French Prairie Historical Society is active and has developed an energetic 
series of programs to acquaint citizens with the background of their com­ 
munity .
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