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South Ward School 
Name of Property 
Howard County, IOWA 
County and State 

Name of multiple listing (if applicable) 

The South Ward School is no longer extant and is removed from listing in the National Register under 36 
CFR 60.lS(a)(l). Based on documentation provided by the SHPO the qualities which caused the property to 
be originally listed have been destroyed. The SHPO had previously requested a delisting in 2012, but that 
request was returned to the state for unknown reasons, possibly procedural. The SHPO has now 
documented the demolition of the property (at some point in the mid-1980s subsequent to listing) and has 
notified property owners of the pending removal request. 

National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that this property is : 

entered in the National Register 

_ determined eligible for the National Register 

_ determined not eligible for the National Register 

X removed from the National Register 

_ other (explain:) 

~ /11/~017 
Date of Action 
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1. Name----

historic _ South Ward School 

and/or common South Ward School 

2. Location 

street & number , 500. S~ Elm. St~ ' _ not for p~blicatlon 

city, town Cresco . _-_-vicinity of .. HA_!!J,re&_t!,J•al diolilcl 

state Iowa 

3. . Classification 
Caiegory 
_district 
_xbuildlng(s) 
_ structure . 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public· 
~private 
_· _both· 
Public Acquisition 
N • A In process 

code 19 county Howard C9µ,__,nty 
•:n;, :r~--: 
code.·;c, 089 

Status ' Present Use 'l .i: :, •• 
,. .l. ~ 

_ --_ occupied • 1 • - _ agriculture 0 c: '·: --· _. museum 
_xunoccupied J- • -'·_-,_commercial· 

' --1..::. work in progress _ educational 
Aciessible __ entertainment 
_ yes: restricted _ government 

.,nu_:: _·park-.) _, , 
!'"_-_- private' residence ·, 
_ religious {;, ;..;: , • • 
_ scientific 

-----

~ being considered - __ yes: unre~t!ict~d :~ G . ;_ c, , industriaJ :_, 
_ no ... , • . __ military. ~, --

_, _ transportation . ·) -. 
~ other:0

• i:>6s~-ib"ly_ apts. 

4. Owner_ of Property 

name Lois Stevens Amundson 

street & number Route 3 

city, town 
Lime Springs _ vicinity of 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Howard County Recorder's Office 

street & number Howard County Courthouse 

city, town Cresco state Iowa 

6. Representation in Existing su,veys 

title None has this property been determined eligible? _ yes _x._ no 

date N.A. _ federal _ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records N.A. 

city, town N.A. state 



7, Description
Condition
----- oxcetlent
_4Lgood

fair 0-

Check one
. deteriorated ___unaltered
.ruins _2L altered
.unexposed

Check one
__ ^original site
___moved date g-

Doacribo the present and originai (K known) physical appearance

Once relatively common, school buildings of the size and form of South Ward School 
are increasingly falling prey to diminished school enrolitnenir, fire code problems, 
and shifting demographic patterns. South Ward School is a good example of late 
Victorian school design with its display of Romanesque influences common to insti­
tutional and public facilities.

Locally quarried stone outlines the rectangular windows as well as unifying the com­
position through string courses on the first and second levels. A foundation of 
rough hewn stone sturdily anchors the structure to the groun<J. Especially pleasing 
are; liaebrick arcades united by a projecting brick string course. Sets of five windows 
on the sides illuminate the classrooms on both stories. Modillions along the cornice 
offer an additional hbrizontal'elem&ht along with the string courses. The effect is 
stalwart and solemn. The entrance pavilion features a wide Romanesque brick archway 
with stone keystone. Above it is a corbelled cornice to accent the entry.

Above the brick portion of the.entrance pavilion is an enclosed clapboard bell tower 
with brackets or modillions similar to those along the cornice. Originally the school 
had a more elaborate bell tower of a flaired mansard shape and an open belfry above 
it. The original was thus higher and more imposing than this later change. The 
other modification is new steps and side walls, and the front door is probably not 
original.

South Ward School was built in 1896, according to contemporary newspaper accounts.
It sits on an ample one-acre corner lot dotted with large oaks. Except for a park 
across the street, the area is residential. Most houses are wood frame and somewhat 
newer than the school, which therefore stands out quite handsomely in contrast.

7. Description 

Condition 
-- excellent __ deteriorated 
~~ ~ .., i 1 :-- ruins 
__ , t fair · 1..J C} ' • __ unexposed 

Check one 
__ unaltered 
~ altered 

Check one 
__ xorlglnal site 
__ moved date ~~.--__________ ,.. . .;..,: _ 

Deacrtlte the pre-nt and orlglnal (If known) phyalcal •~•r•~e :, 

Once relatively common, school buildings of the size and form of South Ward Schoo l 
are· incre·aslngly falling prey to diminished school enrolTTne1Tt; fire codewproblems, 
and shifting demographic patterns. South Ward School is a good example of late 
Victorian school design with its display of Romanesque influences common to insti­
tutional and public facilities. 

Locally quarried stone outlines the rectangular windows as well as unifying the :com­
position through string courses on the first and second levels. A found~tion ol • 
rough hewn stone sturdily anchors the structure to the groung. Especially pleasing 
are -: tb.e brick arcades united by a projecting brick string course. Sets of five windows 
on the sides illuminate the classrooms on both stories. Modillions along the cornice 
offer an additional ho riz ont ijf~erem@nt along with the string courses. The effect is , 
stalwart and solemn. The entrance pavilion features a wide Romanesque brick archway 
with stone keystone. Above ~t is a _s orp~lled cornice to accent the entry. 

Above the brick portion of the _entJ~nce paviJion is an enclose~ clapboard bell tower 
with brackets or modillions simj lar to those along the cornice. 6riginally the stbobl 
had a more elaborate bell tower of a flaired mansard shape and an open belfry above 
it. The original was th~s higher and more imposing than this later change. The 
other modification is new ·steps and side walls, and the front door is probably not 
original. 

South Ward School was built in 1896, according to contemporary newspaper accounts. 
It sits on an ample one-acre corner lot dotted with large oaks. Except for a park 
across the street, the area is residential. Most houses are wood frame and somewhat 
newer than the school, whi<th therefore stanrls out quite han'dsome ly in contrast. 



8. Significance , I r

Period
___prehistoric

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

:iCL-1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
___archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning
_ archeology-historic -----conservation
___agricuiture
_^ architecture
___art
___commerce
___communications

. economics 

. education 

. engineering

iandscape architecture, 
iaw
literature
military
music
philosophy__ _ exploration/settlement.

industry ___politics/government
invention . i...............- -

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

.other (specify)

Spacific dates 1896-present Bulider/AaBWfS^* james Bvrne

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph)

The primary significance of the school appears to be architec' tural. ■ A survey of 
schools in the state may show that the school is among the best representatives of 
school building design for the period.

South Ward School was a grade school from to 1978 witJ^ a, four-year hiatus due
to low enrollment from 1949-J.953.

a. Significance 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
-1~1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
ll...-1800-1899 
--M-1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeolo.gy-hlstorlc __ conservation __ law __ science 

__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_____x_ architecture ·vv education _ __ mllltary __ sociali • . 
__ art __ engineering _ ,.,,_ mualc ,· ' hu.:Sanl~ian 

__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ phlloiophy __ tMater 

__ communications __ Industry . __ politics/government __ tranaportatlon 
_ Invention --· -- · - , _ other (specify) 

1896-present Bullder/..,.,.._t.H James Byrne 

Statement of Slgnlflcance (In OM per .. raph) 
~ ; f' l 

The primary significance of the school appears to be architec· tural. • A survey of 

schools in the state may show that the school is amon$ the · rest repre~en\ atives of 
school building design for the period. 

South Ward School was a grade school from ' 
to low enrollment from 1949-.1953. 

}r to 1978 w.it 
~ ·\ 

a , four-year hiatus due 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

see continuance sheet 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 ess than one acre. 
Quadrangle name Cresco Sou the as t Quadrangle scale 1/24, 000 
UMT References 

A LJi2J I ~ 71 'A s1 21 g I 41 sl o1 11 71 s1 ol 
Zone Easting Northing 

0 W ~I ...... I ,..I -i-.i.....i....,1 I , I , 
Zone Easting Northing 

cu.J~l_._.__!___._I ~l.1.-L~----~ oliJ I I I I I 
E Lu I I I I .__I ...,__,_........_.......,.....,i F LLJ I I I .__I _.____._......_.,..i.....i .... 

G L...u I I I II'--_,__,_......__.....i HLJ I I I 
Verbalboundarydescriptionandjustification Lot 10, Irregular Survey NW 1/4, Section 26-99-11, 

Howard County, Iowa 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state 
N,A. 

code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Barbara Beving Long and Ralph J. Christian, Architectural Historians 

organization Office of Historic Preservation date August 1982 

street & number East 12th and Grand Avenue telephone 515 / 281-5111 

city or town Des Moines state Iowa 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_national __ state ~ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by t a'"~ional Park Serv· .,e/J 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature _ ~ ~ 

title Director, Iowa State Historical Department date August 25, 1982 



FHR-a^300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form

For HCRS use only
received

date entered

Continuation sheet Bibliography Item number 9. Page

Cresco Twice-A-Week Plain Dealer. 6 March 1896

Cresco Times Plain Dealer, 17 May 1978

FHR~ (11-78) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Bib 1 iography Item number 9 • 

Cresco Twice-A-Week Plain Dealer. 6 March 1896 

Cresco Times Plain Dealer, 17 May 1978 

Page 1. 
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. South Ward School 
500 South Elm Street 
Cresco, Iowa 
By: Ken Becker 
Date: October 1981 
View: Facing northwest 
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National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 



IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT 
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON, DIRECTOR 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

August 24,1982

William Brabham
DOI
W434
Washin^on, D. C. 20243

Dear Mr's

Enclosed are National Register nomination materials for the following Iowa 
properties: Cedar Rapids Post Office and Public Building, Cedar Rapids, Linn County; 
Jackson-Swisher House, Iowa City, Johnson County; George Middleton House, Davenport, 
Scott County; Jeremiah Wood House, Sabula, Jackson County; Marble Rock Bank, Marble 
Rock, Floyd County; Matthew Edel Blacksmith Shop and House, Haverhill, Marshall County; 
G. Kerndt & Brothers Office' Block, Lansing, Allamakee County; and South Ward School, 
Cresco, Howard County.

If you have questions, please call or write.

Sing^rely,

Ralph J. Christian
Architectural Historian

Enclosures

/v-

/ '
■</ /

-

X

-I- ■ 
■■/ /
V

Historical Building-East 12th and Grand Ave.-Des Moines. lA 60319-(S16) 281-5111

IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT 
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

Wi 11 iam Brabham 
DOI 
W434 
Washino/lon ', .D. C. 20243 

,~i;__t. 
Dear Mr': - -Jttabllam: 

August 24,1982 

ADRIAN D. ANDERSON, DIRECTOR 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

Enclosed a re National Register nomination materials f or the following Iowa 
properties: Cedar Rapids Post Office and Public Building, Ce dar Rapids, Linn County; 
Jackson-Swisher House, Iowa City, Johnson County; George Middleton House, Davenport, 
Scott County; J eremiah Wood House, Sabula, Jackson County; Marble Rock Bank, Marble 
Rock, Floyd County; Matthew Edel Blacksmith Shop and House, Haverhill, Marshall County; 
G. Kerndt & Brothers Office· Block, Lansing, Allamakee County; and South Ward School, 
Cresco, Howard County. 

If you have questions, please call or write . 

Enclosures 

. 12,in. r~ l•y, 
/ ·# . • , • . j,,,._ <.. .. ..... - \ , "-

Ralph J. Christian 
Architectural Historian 

.. -- ' ./ . . 
'/ 
I 

V 

Historical Building-East 12th and Grand Ave.-Dea Moines, IA 50318-(615) 281-5111 

······································································~··· •:•~••~...-•~•IIIIBl'.:•::•••••eMM•••:::--•-••••••••••-.:.HHON&.._8M._e A• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET

Souru _________

UnK*tf D*pw
ttatioMl Parti Safvloa

nt af tha liitarior

Property:---------- -------^
State, County 
Fadarai Agency:-------------

j-ioujA-iZ-ri C_b

raaubmiasion
nomination by person or local government
owner objection
Jippeal

Working No. -----
Fad. Reg. OaU; -------------- —
Data Pu*- 9/3Q/ff x yo//S'/^^

ACCEPT 
RETURN 
REJECT

Action:

photos, 
maps _

_fc^R

Substantive Review: ___semple ___ request appeal NR decision

Reviewer’s comments:

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer_______
Discipline----------
Date------------------

see continuation sheet

•Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below 
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification
Um

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

.ertgmetsils
.Rood
.lair

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates
boundary selection

;K .

' di ' i-

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEET 

-- Pro~rty: ..SovTH 'WA-"D ~ C-#c,aL.. 

State, County :I ___ o_~ ___ ,4. ____ ... Ho_w__..k ___ R-_o_Co _____ _ 
Federal Agency: ______________ _ 

reaubmlaalon 
n~mlnatlon by peraon 
owner objection 
•ppeal 

or local government 

Ullltetl •tate• ~ ......... , ....... 
National Partt a.nice 

Working No. 8/41 ll .l.. • ~.3'-:Y 
Fed. Reg. Dat.e· ·­
Date .,Due: 9/40.,/i ..1. - ;10/;.s-/f'--
Actlon: _ _.cc·EPT 'A, 

~RETURN f/(~ 
_ REJECJ ____ _ 

photoa_ 
map, __ 

Subatantlve Review: _ aample _ request _ appeal _ NR decision 

Reviewer 'a comments: 

Recom. /Criteria _______ _ 
Reviewer __________ _ 

Dlaclpllne _________ _ 

Dat•-------------
- see continuation sheet 

,Nomination returned for: 4technical corrections cited below 

_aubstantive reasons discussed below 

t. Name 

2.- Location 

3. _ Classification 
......., ...... ._ ....... ........ ,. ... ••••••••• 
4. Owner of Property 

a. Location of Legal Description 

•· Representation In Existing Surveys ...... ,._,.,. _____ .,._.... _,.. --

7. Description 

....... ---- ----_ ........ _ .......... -- _e,tginal _ _ ,.. -- _ ...... -- ... _ _ ..., -~ ...... -....................................... -
-

-

aummary paragraph 
completen••• 
clarity 
alterations/ Intesa rlty 
dates 
boundary ••lectlon 

' .. 



Significanc#
c -'t v

summary paragraph
complataness
clarity
applicable criteria
Justification of areas 

checked
relating significance to 

the resource
context
relationship of integrity 

to significance
justification of exception 
other

if

9. Major Bibliographical Referencaa

10. Geographical Data
iprapwty.

11. Form Proparod By

Stato Historic Proaorvation Officer Certification

-----

•« M* prapwtr ««Mn «w MM. M: 
IM.1

OWIn.1 .unmw /i
13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed'
■■ ' s’ ' VVi ^V

Phone: 202 272 - 3504

Comments for any item may be continued on en attached,sheet ■- V.

·•· Significance 
\ -J •• • . ... • .• ..... ........... ....... ............. ........ ..... 

........... . .............. 

-

aummary paragraph 
eomplet•ness 
clarity 
•ppllcable criteria 
Justification of areas 

checked 
relating aignificance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exceptic,n 
other 

•· M,yor ■•bllopraphical References 

to. Geopraphlcal Data . _.., _____ _ .,.,... __ 

..... ......., .... ,....._,, ···•Ilea 

11. Form Prepared By 

j12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
.............. --~ .... ,...-,y----·· 

_ __,., -- _ lacet 

k:!- llliiiiiiicl",www.-=, Olllaar.......,.. 0 .. ... 
13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

r_ ,. . 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to ______________ _ 

Signod~I~ Date _...,?,._~_1/._~._'l" __ ._.L ____ _ ' Phone: 202 . 272 - 3·504 

Commenta for any Item may be continued on an attached ~•heet 



IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT 
DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION

ADRIAN D. ANDERS.ON, DIRECTOR 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER

September 29, 1982

Beth Grosvenor
DO I
W434

Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Grosvenor:

Enclosed are the corrected National Register nomination materials for the 
following Iowa properties: Cedar Rapids Post Office and Public Building, Linn 
County; Dr. George Middleton House and Garage, Scott* County; Jackson-Swisher House 
Johnson County; Kerndt & Brathers Office Block, ALjy^|)^J<|||j|rCounty; Marble Rock 
Bank, Floyd County; Jeremiah Wood House, Jackson County; and South Ward School, 
Howard County.

Please note our new address and correct your records accordingly.

//Sincerely, / '\

Chief of Architectural Surveys
Ralpff J. i^hrrsifian

Enclosures

ri4Gir/AD 'V

fir-?'

f

Historical B u i I d i n g - E a s t 12 th and Grand Ave.-Des Moines. lA 6031 9-(515) 281-51 1 1

IOWA STATE HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT 

DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

Beth Grosvenor 
DOI 
W434 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Grosvenor: 

September 29, 1982 

ADRIAN D. ANDERS.ON, DIRECTOR 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

Enclosed are the corrected National Register nomination materials for the 
following Iowa properties: Cedar Rapids Post Office ~nd Public Building, Linn 
County; Dr. George Middleton House and Garage , Scot~ County; Jackson-Swisher House 
Johnson County; Kerndt & BrQthers Office Block, Alla~~•County; Marble Rock 
Bank, Floyd County; Jeremiah Wood House, J ackson County; and South Ward School, 
Howard County. 

Please note our new address and correct your records accordingly. 
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Historical Building-East 12th and Grand Ave.-Des Moines, IA 50319-(515) 281-5111 
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March 28, 2( 12 

Carol Shul!, Chief 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye Street, N.W.-- 8th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

The following properties need to be delisted from the National Register. We hope that you will find the 
enclosed information provides sufficient evidence. Please delist the following properties at your earliest 
convenience. 

Clarissa C. Cook Library/Blue Ribbon News Building, 528 Brady Street, Davenport, Scott County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and image from the 
Davenport GIS of the parking lot that replaced the building. 

JHC Petersen Sons Wholesale Building, 122-124 W River Drive, Davenport, Scott County, Iowa 
Ccnfirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and image of the parking 
ramp that replaced the building from the Davenport City Assessor's Office. 

Schick's Ext,ress and Transfer Co., 118- I 20 W River Drive, Davenport, Scott County, Iowa 
Cc•nfirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and image of the parking 
ramp that replaced the building from the Davenport City Assessor's Office. (See image included 
wi.h the JHC Petersen Building) 

Schauder Hotel, 126 W. River Drive, Davenport, Scott County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and image of the parking 
ramp that replaced the building from the Davenport City Assessor's Office. (See image included 
with the JHC Petersen Building) 

Riepe Drug Store/G. Ott Block, 403 W. 200 Street, Davenport, Scott County, Iowa 
Confinnation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and image of the parking 
lot and new Community Health Care building that replaced the building from the Davenport City 
Assessor's Office and Googlemaps. 

Lend-A-Hand Club, 105 S. Main Street, Davenport, Scott County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Confirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and 
image of the parking lot from the Davenport City Assessor's Office and Googlemaps. 

Big Stone Mills, 113 N. Main Street, Spillville, Winneshiek County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and newspaper articles 
regarding the demolition. 

Round Barn, Bruce Township, Section 6, Benton County, Iowa 
Conlirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and aerial images of the 
property showing that the barn has been removed. 



White Water Creek Bridge, Section 36, T87N-Rl W, Bernard vicinity, Dubuque County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO stating that the bridge has been moved several miles 
NE of its original location. 

Coon Rapids Bridge, Sumpter Ave./County Hwy E63, Carroll County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and Iowa DOT stating that the bridge was 
demolished in 200 I, also an image showing the bridge gone. 

South Ward School, 500 S. Elm Street, Cresco, Howard County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and images from the Howard County Assessor's 
Office. , . , . .,\ . 

f."1,; JI•' 
\ 

Kei I & Burster Liquor and Brewing C, ,mpany, I 034 Ave. H, Fort Madison, Lee County / J ·• ~ t, ( ' I ''' ' 
Confirmation: Email from a former Iowa Deputy SHPO and newspaper article in regard to the house being demolished. 

Boone Bridge, Yell Twp, Sec 36, T084N-R27W, Boone County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and images showing the bridge gone from 
Googlemaps. 

Young, Colonel Joseph, Block, 502 Brady Street, Davenport, Scott County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Newspaper article in regard to the building being demolished. 

Corbett Mill Bridge, three miles northeast of Scotch Grove, Jones County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Newspaper article in regard to the bridge collapsing in flood waters. 

McDowell Bridge, River Road over North Skunk River, Grinnell, Poweshiek County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and newspaper article in regard to the bridge being 
washed downriver by flood waters. 

Octagon Barn, Richland Township, Sec 15, T81N-R30W, Jamaica vicinity, Guthrie County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Email from the Inventory Coordinator of the Iowa SHPO and a letter from the owners, a news article, and 
correspondence from a former Iowa SHPO. 

Toledo Bridge, Ross Street, Sec 21, T!UN-Rl5W, Toledo, Tama County, Iowa 
Confirmation: Newspaper article from the Toledo Chronicle/Tama News-Herald and web article from LandmarkHunter.com 
showing an image of the new bridge. Al , ,, r1 iJ, '/ f/, . , , t I. (' v,f I/¼ j (;. '1 

::b l(;Lt/1--
Interim Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
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REQUESTED ACTION: REMOVAL 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

South Ward School 

STATE & COUNTY: IOWA, Howard 

DATE RECEIVED: 3/30/12 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 5/16/12 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 82000408 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N 
OTHER: N 
REQUEST: N 

DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

ACCEPT / RETURN REJECT S' l1/Z-1J / L, DATE 
I I 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM. /CRITERIA 2efuvo ~ Ke~r 
REVIEWER 2c.txul ;fudJJ.il) DISCIPLINE_~}J_i5~/i_t[U_·-iflh ___ _ 

DATE ___ S-_,/---'-1~/UJ~l2., __ _ TELEPHONE -----------
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominat 
nomination is no longer under considerat 

authority, the 
by the NPS. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Evaluation/Return Sheet 

Property Name: South Ward School (Howard County, Iowa) 
Multiple Name: 
Reference Number: 82000408 

Reason for Return: 

This is a request to remove a demolished property from the National Register. National Register 
regulations (36 CFR 60.15) require that the nominating authority notify the property owner(s) and chief 
elected local official of the State's intention to request the removal of the property from the National 
Register and afford the owner(s) and the chief elected local official the opportunity to comment prior to 
submitting the removal request. The staff of the Iowa State historic preservation office has confirmed that 
this notification procedure was not followed. The request to remove the property from the National 
Register is being returned so that the State can notify the owner(s) and chief elected local official. 

Patrick Andrus, Historian 
National Register of Historic Places 
patrick andrus@nps.gov 
5/09/2012 
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Foster, Beth [DCA] 

Froni: Bennett, Beny (OCA) 

Sent: Wednesday, March 24, 2010 4:05 PM 

To: Foster, Beth [DCA) 

Subject: South Ward School 

Beth 
Another property that should be dellsted. South Ward School, 500 S Elm St, Cresco, Howard County was tom down in 1983. A letter was aenl to the Keeper in 1986 to ask that 
it be dellsted but for some reason It wasn't. Below Is the location from the Howard County Assessor's website. Note the description of the lot, NW 114 sec. 26-99-11 which 
matches the description in the NR nomination. This places the location at the SW corner of 5th Ave 11nd S Elm St. The address for the apartment building that is there now is 
101 5th Ave SW since the main opening Is now north Instead of east. Below the map is the assessors record for the property. 
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Berry N, Bennett 
Inventory Coordinator 
State Historic Prnservallon Office 
H istorlcal Bulldlng 
600 E Locust St 
Des Moines, IA 50319-0290 
515-281-8742 
~ bennett@iowa gov 

3/25/2010 



IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
IOWA ARTS PRODUCE STATE ltlSTOlllCAL 
COUNCIL IOWA SOClfTY OF IOWA 

CHRIS KRAMER, DIRECTOR 

June 28 , 2019 

Prairie Ridge Properties LLP 
254 7 County Road A 14 
Decorah, IA 52101 

Dear Property Owners: 

~ [E ~ [~w-;~ 
~~ 

Natl. Reg. ot Historic ~laces 
National Park Service 

KIM REYNOLDS, GOVERNOR 
ADAM GREGG, LT. GOVERNOR 

It has come to the attention of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) of Iowa that the South 
Ward School on your property (101 5th Ave SW in Cresco , formerly listed as 501 S. Elm St.) , which was 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1982, was demolished in the mid-1980s. 

We are providing notification that the SHPO will be requesting that the National Park Service 
delist/remove the property from the National Register of Historic Places. If we do not hear from you 
within 30 days from the date of this letter that this information is in error, we will move forward with the 
delisting . 

Sincerely, 

Laura Sadowsky 
State Historian 
laura.sadowsky@iowa.gov I 515.281 .3989 I iowaculture.gov 

ST/\H IIISlORICAL HUil.D iNG • bOO L. LOCUST '>I. • IJI S MOINI.S. 1/\ ',0319 • :,lr 281 !il 11 • IOW/\LULIUHL r;ov 



IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
IOWA ARTS PROOUCE STATE HISTOl!ICAL 
COUNCIL IOWA SOCIETY OF IOWA 

CHRIS KRAMER, DIRECTOR 

June 28, 2019 

Mark Bohle, Mayor 
City of Cresco 
130 N. Park Place 
Cresco, IA 52136 

Re : South Ward School 
500 S. Elm Street, Cresco 

Dear Mayor Bohle: 

KIM REYNOLDS, GOVERNOR 
ADAM GREGG, LT. GOVERNOR 

It has come to the attention of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) of Iowa that the South 
Ward School, which was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1982, was demolished in 
the mid-1980s. 

We are providing notification that the SHPO will be requesting that the National Park Service 
delist/remove the property from the National Register of Historic Places. If we do not hear from you 
within 30 days from the date of this letter that this information is in error we will move forward with the 
delisting . 

Kind regards, 

Laura Sadowsky 
State Historian 
laura .sadowsky@iowa.gov I 515.281 .3989 I iowaculture.gov 



South Ward School, # 82000408 (listed 1982) 
• 500 Elm Street (old address)/101 5th Avenue (new address for this parcel), Cresco, Howard 

County. 
• Demolished in the mid-1980s. 
• Enclosures: 

■ Notification letter to owner and chief elected official. 
■ Iowa Geographic Map Server 1950s aerial and Google Earth images from 1994 and 

2018. 

In accordance with 36 CFR 60.15, the chief elected officials and owners of each property have been notified in 
accordance with the state's established notification procedures and were given 30 days to respond. No 
responses were received from any party. Copies of all letters are enclosed . 

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact Laura Sadowsky, State Historian and National 
Register Coordinator, at laura.sadowsky@iowa .gov. 

Sincerely, 

Steve King, AIA 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
steven .king@iowa.gov I 515.281.4013 I iowaculture.gov 

Enclosures. 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
SfATE HISTOR ICAL BU ILDING • 600 E. LOCUST ST. • DES MO INE.S, IA 503 19 • 515.281.5111 • IOWACULTURE.GOV 2 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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Requested Action : Removal 

Property Name: South Ward School 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: IOWA, Howard 

Date Received: 
8/5/2019 

Date of Pending List Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day Date of Weekly List: 
8/28/2019 9/12/2019 9/19/2019 

Reference number: OT82000408 

Nominator: 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return __ Reject 9/19/2019 Date 

Abstract/Summary The South Ward School is no longer extant and is removed from listing in the National 
Comments: Register under 36 CFR 60.15(a)(1 ). Based on documentation provided by the SHPO the 

qualities which caused the property tc:i be originally listed have been destroyed . 
The SHPO had previously requested a delisting in 2012 , but that request was returned to the 
state for unknown reasons, possibly procedural. The SHPO has now documented the 
demolition of the property (at some point in the mid-1980s subsequent to listing) and has 
notified property owners of the pending removal request 

Recommendation/ Remove from National Register 
Criteria 

Reviewer Paul Lusignan ~LL 

Telephone (202)354-2229 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments : No 

Discipline Historian 
------------

Date 09/ 19/2019 

see attached SLR : Yes 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority , the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 


