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Tom North Adans
Address 39-53 Montana® Street

Historic Nane Thp Rnar dnan
Ori gi nal apartnments
DESCRI PTI ON' :
Cate 1899/ 1901
Sour ce_ building permits
Style Colonial Revival
Architect

Fiiwin Thayer Barlow

Exterior wall fabric stone, brick.
o al um num si di ng
Qut bui | di ngs none

My or alterations (vith dates)

al um num si di ng added over
cl apboard on second story only (md20tl'
century)

Moved no

Approx. acreage

Date NA
| ess than one acre

Setting This building occupies an entire

residential hinrk faring Narth Ai;"m
State College totheeast. Onthe west
and nnrth sirips arp late 19th centary
residential buildings. Onthe south
side are nmodern apartnents.
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ARH TECTURAL. S AN H CGANE (Describe intjortant architectural featmes and \;
evaluate in terns of other buildings within the coninunity.)

The Boardnman hol ds architectural significance as an unusual design by the city's nost
i nportant resident architect, Eown T Barlow The block-long building, essentially
Colonial. Revival in style, is conposed of nine rowhouses. A the time of its construction
at the turn of the century, itvas the nost elaborately detailed multi-famly dwelling
in North Adans. The building was constructed with a first story of brick and granite facin
and a second story sheathed in clapboard (the upper portion of the building is nw covered
with alumnumsiding ). A slate-covered gable roof caps the structure, punctuatedhy four
front-facing, gables and nultiple dorners. Tw octagonal corner towers frame the building
HSIGRCAL S CANCE (Escplain the role owners played m [ocal or state (Continuation)
history and how the building relates to the devel opnent of the coninuiiity.) .
The Boar'dMaRis the finest exanpl e of rowhousing constructed for the mddle class in N A
It was built in 1899-1901 hy developer and hardware nerchant Wl ter Penninan and his
wi fe, Susan Boardman Penninan. The area south of the town center on which the buil di ng
_standg wlasd_ part| of the E R Blackinton Estate until 1887, when i tvas first subdivide
into building lots. , |

The Penni nans purchased the southern half of the |ot on Mntana Street in 1898 and obtained
a building permt for four tenenents one year [ater. The northern portion of the Boardnan,
consisting of five additional units, was not constructed until 1901

Each unit has itsom porches on both the front and rear, as well as servants' quarters on

the third floor. Mst units also have front and back stairs, further indication of the
» social status of the building.'s intended occupants. Originally, there were commercial

gardens behind the building (now a parking lot). The professions of sone of the earl

tenants varied. Included were tw teachers, a chemst, the supervisor of Barber Leather

C()rrpandy, the editor and owner of the North Adans Transcript, and a nason contractor.

M. and Ms. Penninan also |ived here for a tine.

V' Vilen the Boardnan wes cor.strjicted this vas one of the fastest grow ng nei ghborhoods In
North Adans, spurred in part by the construction of the State Nornal School on Church
Street in 18%.  The school (which has since becone North Adans State Gl |ege)(Continuation

B Bl Gy and/ or REFEREINCES (nene of publication, author, date and publi sher)

Building permts. North Adans City Hall. ~ '

Directory for the Gty of North Adans, 1903 . .
of the City of North Adans, Mass., D L Mller, 1900 — y. {

Atlas of Berkshire County, Mass., Barnes and Farnham Pittsfield, 1904

Research on Edw n Thayer Barlow by Mss Rith Browe, North Adans, Mss.
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The Boar dnan

Indicate each item on inventory form vAiich is being continued beow.
ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE, Conti nued v .

Each residential unit isfronted by a porch of granite block with Tuscan col ums
supporting a shed roof. Entrances ar erecessed behind round-arched openings, also
conposed o f granite blocks. Several of the entrances areflanked by oval w ndows.

, While architectural details on thesecond story areobscured by synthetic siding, t he
building's gables retain sinple vergeboarding, and eaves are bracketed. The front
gables project slightly fromthemin facade.

The Boardnman's designer, E T. Barlow, was a native of Troy, New York, and graduated
from Cornell University'5 School of Architecture i nl89l. Between 1892 and 1895, he
worked as a draftsman for H Neil Wlson, an important Pittsfield, Mss., architect.
During those years, W lson designed several important buildings inNorth Adans. This
no doubt introduced Barlow t othecity, which at that time |acked a distinguished
resi dent designer.

Barlows first known design i nNorth Adans i st he Johnson School of 1895. O her

Barlow designs i nthis area include theDowin Block on Main Street (1902, i n the
Monurrent Square Historic District), theMary Cady House on Cherry Street (191%, in the
Church Street-Cady Hill Historic District), theOBrien Building on Union Street
(1896-1897) and St. Patrick's Foman Catholic Church inW211lianstown (1896) as

well as thesince denolished Flaherty Block, which stood on thecorner of Center

and Lincoln Streets inNorth Adans (1896). At thesane time, Barlow/wrked i n New
York City with thefirm of Carrere andHastings on t hedesign and construction of the
New York Public Library (1895-1902). -

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, Cont i nued \.Lyy- A

has recently expanded west tothe east side of Montana Street, directly opposite
the Boar dman.

CRI TERIT A FOR EVALUATI ON ‘A

The Boardman, a well-built Colonial Ravival-style rowhouse, retains integrity of
location, design, materials, workmanship, and association. Designed by a well-known
local architect to serve North Adams' turn-of-the-century middle class, the building
fulfils Criteria A and C of the National R6;gister of Historic Places.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMINT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Boardman (The) (North Adams MRA)
Bershire County
MASSACHUSETTS

im resubmission

e nomination by person or local governnront
im owner objection

O appea

Substantive Review: * sample * request

Reviewer's comments;

Nomination returned for:

.technical corrections cited below

S8

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:<a”J""2
DaeDue Z£
Entered i» tS«lon: _f.::rACCEPT
Hationai Begister RETURN
.REJECT.

Federal Agency:

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownerihip

Public Acquitltion
4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? O yes

7. Description

Condition

excellent im deteriorated
im good mi ruini
o fair O unexpowd

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
EH completeness

e clarity
« alterations/integrity
e dates

I I boundary selection

Check one

C] appeal CZ NR decision
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
, see continuation sheet
Stitui Present Use
AccMtible
no
Chek one
unaltered e original site
altered moved date.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and Justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph
e completeness

e clarity

e applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked A
« relating significance to the resource

e context J,'

« relationship of integrity to significance
e justification of exception
e other t

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state it:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
* Photographs
* other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any itam may be continued on an attached sheet
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