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1. Name 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-31-87 

For NPS UM only 

date entered (c- tl-Sh 

historic Jones Tavern 

and or common Same 

2. Location 
street & number 128 South Main Street M/A not for publication 

city, town Acton .M/Ai/icinity of 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 

3. Classiffication 
Category 

district 
bulldlng(s) 
structure 
site 
object 

Ownersh ip 
public 

"k. private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
in process 

_M/l9eing considered 

s ta tus 
occupied 
unoccupied 
worit in progress 

Access ib le 
^. yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

X 

museum 
. park 

X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

1; 

4. Owner off Property 

name I ron Work Farm i n Acton Inc . 

street & number P.O. Box 11 

city, town Acton N/A_ vicinity of state Massachusetts 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex South D i s t r i c t 

street & numt>er Cambridge Street 

city, town Cambridge state Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 

Inventory o f the H i s t o r i c Assets 
of the Commonwealth # 2 has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date 1973 federal _x_ state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission, 80 Boylston Street 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 

4^. 



7, Description 
Jones Tavern Artnn M.. . . .hi . icotL 

Condi t ion Check one Checit one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

— gm)d ruins altered 
A fair 

moved date 

unexposed (3^^ descr ipt ion and sketch map) 

Descr ibe the present and or ig ina l (if known) phys ica l appearance 

Located in the southern por t ion of Acton, a stnall indus t r ia l town 25 miles 
west of Boston, the Jones Tavern today i s a sprawling st ructure wi th a 
rectangular core whose various wings and e l l s demonstrate f i ve d i s t i n c t phases 
of construct ion between 1732 and 1878. The bu i ld ing stands on the northwest 
edge of a t Quimby Square (formerly M i l l Corner)—the junct ion of Main Street 
and Railroad Street . I t s sloping l o t i s located at the foot of Great H i l l 
{highest point 356 feet) j u s t north of Fort Pond Brook, a small waterway that 
eventual ly makes i t s way to the Assabet River. 

The bu i ld ing i s set back approximately 50 feet from the west side of Main 
Street and an average of 15 feet from the north side of Railroad Street , and 
i s surrounded by a pr ivate r ight-of -way on a l l other sides. The tracks of the 
Boston and Maine Railroad run about 200 feet from the nominated property, 
t rave l ing under Main Street and crossing Fort Pond Brook j us t to the east of 
Quimby Sauare. The property i s located in an area of mixed res ident ia l and 
commercial proper t ies , inc luding the 1860 Exchange Hall (nominated to the 
National Register) and a mix of 19th and 20th century bui ld ings that have seen 
some a l t e r a t i o n . To the west are 20th century commercial bui ldings located on 
the foundations of the 18th and 19th century outbui ld ings that once belonged 
to the tavern, but that are no longer part of i t s l o t . 

The or ig ina l port ion of the bu i ld ing i s oriented to the south, but the house 
now has two pr inc ipa l facades, to the east as well as the south, the resu l t of 
addit ions made in 1818. Two stone re ta in ing wal ls remain on the property, one 
at the south f ron t of the house along Railroad Street and the other at the 
west s ide, separating the garden from the former barnyard. An ear ly granite 
h i tch ing post stands near the southwest corner of the house. 

The i r r egu la r l y shaped, clapboarded bu i ld ing consists of f i v e sections (see 
sketch map I ) . The core is a rectangular-p lan, two-story block, f i ve bays 
wide wi th a central en t ry , which was b u i l t in 1732 (A) . A 2 1/2-story lean-to 
set in to the h i l l s i d e was added to the western end of the bui ld ing ca. 1750 
(B). In 1818, the st ructure was vast ly enlarged wi th the addi t ion of a 
f ive-bay, cent ra l -ent ry block (C) , 2 1/2 s tor ies in height , d i r ec t l y behind 
the or ig ina l bu i l d i ng . At the same t ime, a 1 1/2-story e l l (D), now two bays 
deep ( o r i g i n a l l y four bays; the rear port ion was removed in 1878 [ F ] ) , was 
extended at the northwest corner of the new main block. An e l l (E) , b u i l t as 
a two-story structure elsewhere in Acton in the 1830s, was moved to the tavern 
and raised to i t s present three-story height ca. 1845. In 1878, the rear 
port ion of the northern e l l was removed (F ) , and 6/6 windows were inserted 
in to the newly exposed back wall of the e l l . Thus the bu i ld ing in i t s present 
form displays the resul ts of f i ve phases of change in the 18th and 19th 
centur ies. 

• ' . -̂̂ ^ - Continued 
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The main block and i t s addit ions s i t on a f u l l basement (except fo r the 
northern e l l ) and f ie ldstone foundation, with a dressed granite course 
(probably added in 1818) above grade l e v e l . Basement l i gh twe l l s are barely 
v i s i b l e at grade l e v e l . Both the o r ig ina l main block and the 1818 addi t ion 
now present a un i f ied appearance, the 1732 port ion having been al tered at the 
time of the l a te r add i t ion . The facade-by-facade descr ipt ion that fol lows 
discusses the bu i ld ing as a whole, and moves from south to west in a 
counterclockwise d i r ec t i on . See sketch map I . 

South 

The main block 's (A) southern (primary) facade is f i ve bays wide wi th a 
central entrance embellished wi th a Federal-period surround: app l ied, 
s l i g h t l y attenuated Doric p i l as te rs s i t on blocks; capping the surround i s a 
broad entablature wi th unadorned f r i eze and pro ject ing cornice. The door, 
i ns ta l l ed in 1818, i s s ix-panel led and contains a pa i r of unusual oval l i gh t s 
somewhat clumsi ly inserted in the top panels. Windows are simply enframed 6/9 
sash, with crown moldings on those at the f i r s t s to ry . Above a deep cornice 
r ises the half-hipped roof wi th a chimney ( r e b u i l t ca. 1910) placed s l i g h t l y 
o f f -center on the r idge. The roo f l i ne is v i s i b l y bowed (at the point of the 
in tersect ion of the or ig ina l and 1818 r o o f l i n e ) . 

Also v i s i b l e on the southern side of the bu i ld ing i s the western e l l (ca. 1750 
[B] and ca. 1845 [ C ] ) , which i s set on the h i l l s i d e . The e l l extends one bay 
forward from the main plane; that bay holds an unusually broad 
three-panel-wide doorway on the f i r s t s to ry , restored in the 1960s, and 6/6 
sash d i rec t l y above, tucked in to the gable. On the e l l ' s southern s ide, the 
section closest to the main block, a s ingle bay wide, was added ca. 1750, 
while the end bay dates from ca. 1845. Unif ied by a common gable roof and 
continuous clapboarding, the e l l has an exposed basement containing 
i r r egu la r l y spaced and proportioned fenes t ra t ion : a 3/3 deep-set, f ixed-sash 
window (formerly a door providing access to the tavern's taproom) in the ca. 
1750 po r t i on , and 6/6 simply enframed sash and transom-topped four-panel door 
in the ca. 1845 por t ion . The stor ies above contain (from west to eas t ) : on 
the f i r s t s to ry , a small 6/9 sash and a much larger 6/9 sash window inserted 
ca. 1845; and on the second s to ry , two small 6/6 windows set f lush with the 
narrow cornice. A broad chimney at the rear of the ca. 1845 port ion is 
v i s i b l e from the southern side of the bu i l d i ng . 

East 

The east side of the building is dominated by the large block of the 1818 
addition (C), which incorporates the eastern end of the original smaller 
building. This facade is also five bays wide, with a central doorway enframed 

Continued 
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in a manner s imi la r to that described on the southern facade's entryway. 
(Before 1850, and perhaps o r i g i n a l l y , the door frame is believed to have been 
enclosed in a l a t t i c e d rose t r e l l i s wi th an ogee-arched roo f ; the present 
four-panel door is a replacement of ca. 1878. I t s upper panels are a fur ther 
replacement of 1979.) Windows and frames are as on the south facade, with 6/9 
sash. The facade is defined by a p la in water table and corner boards and deep 
cornice. A chimney set forward of the ridge is located j u s t inside the 
block's northern end w a l l . 

North of th i s block, the east side of the small 1818 north e l l (D) i s also 
v i s i b l e . A gable-roofed 1 1/2-story s t ruc tu re , i t contains (from south to 
north) a 20th century door, enlarged from a window ca. 1900, and a 6/6 sash 
window. 

North 

The northern side of the building is the most complex, displaying as it does 
the northern portions of the main block and all subseauent additions. Reading 
from east to west: The end wall of the 1818 portion (C) is contained within 
the corner boards, shallow cornice returns, and narrow bargeboards of the 
gable-roof's elongated lean-to. It contains three 6/9 windows in both the 
first and second stories and a 6/6 window in the third story, all with simple 
frames and modest crown molding. The gable-end wall of the north ell (D), as 
altered in 1878, contains, in the first story, two 6/6 windows and a 
vertical-board door at the west corner, flush with the corner board, and a 
single 6/6 window centered in the second story. The gable roof displays 
shallow returns. The north wall of the 1732 portion (A) contains two 6/9 
windows, one above the other and set close to the 1818 block. At its west end 
extends the remaining portion of the ca. 1750 lean-to roof of the tavern 
addition (B). It is without fenestration. 

The north wall of the ca. 1845 addition (E) is broken only by a small fixed 
window inserted in the 1950s. 

West 

On i t s western side, the bu i ld ing i s equally mul t ip lanar . As seen from east 
to west, the facades can be described as fo l lows : The northern e l l (D) 
contains two 6/6 sash windows with p la in enframements on the f i r s t story and 
i s defined by narrow corner boards and cornice. The e l l projects one bay 
forward of the rear of the 1818 block (C), which i s three bays wide, with 6/9 
sash on both f i r s t and second s tor ies of the northern two bays and a six-panel 
o v a l - l i t door with simple sash on the f i r s t s to ry ' s southern end (and 6/9 sash 
above). There are no corner boards, but the facade is defined by a broad 

Continued 
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water course and s l i g h t l y incised corn ice. The west gable end of the 1732 (A) 
port ion has simple cornice returns and bargeboards. The gable window, 6/6, 
retains i t s eared and molded frame of ca. 1750. The west wall of the ca. 1750 
tavern addi t ion (B) has one 6/9 window at the main (second story from the 
ground) l e v e l , fo r which the o r ig ina l eared and molded frame i s extant , though 
damaged by f i r e in 1967. I t i s set o f f center. The three-story gable-end 
west wall of the ca. 1845 addi t ion (E) contains three windows, aligned one 
above the o ther ; that in the f i r s t story i s 6 /6, the remainder 6/9. 

I n te r i o r 

The overal l plan is i r r e g u l a r , due to the series of addi t ions described 
above. (See sketch map I I . ) Essent ia l l y , the 1732 port ion is a typ ica l 
two-story, four-room house wi th ent r ies and s ta i r s in f ron t of the central 
chimney (A ) ; the lean-to (B) , when added ca. 1750 to contain the tavern and 
s tore , was placed at the west instead of across the back. The 1818 port ion 
(C) i s bas ica l ly a s ide-hal l Federal rowhouse p lan. I n te r i o r f i n i s h dates 
from several 18th and 19th century phases of remodeling. The two chambers of 
the 1732 part re ta in t he i r o r ig ina l feather-edge f i rep lace wa l l s - - tha t in the 
east room also reta ins paint applied perhaps ca. 1790. The east chamber also 
has i ron hooks in the c e i l i n g to support a bed tes te r . 

The Federal-period work in both 1732 and 1818 parts is a l l well proportioned 
and executed, the f i nes t of i t being in the f ron t h a l l , or "Broad A l l e y , " of 
the 1818 addi t ion (with scro l led s t a i r brackets and reeded dado cap), and the 
northeast par lor mantel (d isplaying paired colonnettes and elaborate 
moldings). The west f i r s t - s t o r y room in the 1732 po r t i on , o r i g i n a l l y a 
k i tchen, was al tered to a s i t t i n g room/dining room with f i ne l y proportioned 
Greek Revival work added ca. 1845. Portions of decorative Federal paint 
schemes remain throughout the bu i l d i ng ; ear ly wallpaper fragments survive in 
some rooms, and the painted f l oo r c lo th remains on the f l oo r of the 1818 
kitchen (D). Though the 1732 chimney was removed and r e b u i l t ca. 1910, part 
of the 1732 f i f t een - i nch wooden l i n t e l and 1818 beehive oven of the kitchen 
f i r ep lace , as well as the second-story smokehouse, complete with meat hooks, 
remain in place. 

Al terat ions 

I t i s c lear from the framing that the 1732 port ion was planned to have 
casement windows, s ingle l i g h t s on the south w a l l , and double l i gh t s in the 
f i r s t and second s tor ies of the east and west wal ls (although as actua l ly 
b u i l t , the end wal ls had s ingle l i g h t s ) . Sash windows were evident ly 
i ns ta l l ed throughout, when the tavern room was added ca. 1750. 

Continued 
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Af ter remaining a one- and two-family house, the bu i ld ing was divided in 1959 
in to four apartments. In the process, remarkably l i t t l e harm was done to the 
i n t e r i o r . In 1964, the house was sold for salvage and though some f i n i sh was 
l i f t e d , i t was not removed from the premises and has recent ly been 
re ins ta l l ed . In 1967, a f i r e , caused by l i g h t n i n g , severely damaged the 
tavern room ( inc luding i t s o r ig ina l bar counter and account desk), the Greek 
Revival room, and the chamber above t h a t ; smoke also damaged the early 
wallpapers in the t h i r d - f l o o r rooms of the 1818 po r t i on . 

Archaeology 

While preh is tor ic s i tes may have been present on the property, i t i s l i k e l y 
that the extensive res ident ia l and commercial developments of the 18th and 
19th centuries l e f t l i t t l e potent ia l i n t a c t . However, the property may have 
s ign i f i can t potent ia l fo r h i s to r i ca l archaeological remains. Archaeological 
invest igat ion could add s i g n i f i c a n t l y to understanding the sequences of 
bu i ld ing construct ion and a l t e r a t i o n , as well as landscaping. 
Occupation-related features ( p r i v i e s , trash p i t s , wel ls ) are l i k e l y around the 
bu i ld ing and would help to document the changing soc ia l , c u l t u r a l , and 
economic patterns of the owners and users. Given the long h is tory of the 
bu i ld ing and i t s changing uses ( res ident ia l from 1732-1750, commercial from 
1750-1860), archaeological features have the potent ia l fo r documenting and 
def in ing the charac ter is t ics of l i f e in a small s ingle rura l v i l l a g e , 
dominated by a single family during the 18th and 19th centur ies. 
Unfortunately, th is potent ia l may have been seriously compromised as a resu l t 
of recently i ns ta l l ed septic f a c i l i t i e s . 



8. Signifficance Jones Tavern, Acton, Massachusetts 

Period Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric . archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture - economics ___ literature sculpture 
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ 

XI700-1799 - - a r t ^ engineering music humanitarian 
_ X 1800-1899 J L commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

Y 1900- communications industry politics/government transportation 
_ invention J i - other (specify) 

(Community HPVPInpmpn-; 

Specific dates 1732-1926 Builder/Architect Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Jones Tavern, Acton, retains integrity of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, and association. Erected in 1732, and substantially enlarged 
during the 18th and early 19th centuries, the tavern today is the best 
preserved and perhaps the most fully developed vernacular example of the 
Federal style in Acton. Histor ical ly , the building holds associations with 
the development of South Acton from agricultural vi l lage during f i r s t 
settlement to commercial node by the mid 19th century, and with the Jones 
family, whose act iv i t ies over f ive generations were in large measure directly 
responsible for that development. The building thus f u l f i l s Cri ter ia A, B, 
and C of the National Register of Historic Places on the local l eve l . 

Settlement of South Acton was begun in 1701 when the Jones and Knight families 
purchased 600 acres of the private land grant ( f i r s t settled ca . 1656) called 
the Iron Work Farm, with the ironworks located in the eastern portion of the 
grant by 1697. Over the next 26 years, members of the two families 
established and operated fu l l ing , g r i s t , and saw mil ls at the fa l l s of Fort 
Pond Brook, to the southeast of the nominated property. Two 17th century 
roads met near the mill sites--one running east/west along Nashoba Brook 
toward Concord (now Central and School Streets) , and the other joining i t from 
the south and the Assabet River (now Liberty Street) ; by the 18th century, the 
lat ter roadway continued northward toward an evolving settlement and 
meetinghouse location at Acton Center. (This road continued to be the major 
accessway to Acton Center into the 20th century, and the junction of these 
roads to the mil ls at South Acton became known as Mill Corner. I t naturally 
became a prime commercial location, remaining Acton's center of commerce until 
the early twentieth century even as the town's institutional and residential 
core developed to the north. The building of the Fitchburg railroad directly 
through South Acton in the mid 19th century further emphasized South Acton's 
status as the local center of commercial and industrial ac t iv i ty . ) Though the 
town of Acton was largely agricultural . South Acton also served as the 
supplier of wood for Concord's iron works by the early 18th century. * 

The core of the nominated property was erected in 1732 just north of this 
early node by Samuel Jones (1707-1802). As originally bui l t , the simple '̂''̂  
four-room central-entry farmhouse with traditional casement windows and gable 
roof was similar to other early residences in eastern Massachusetts. Jones, 
who operated his family mil ls nearby on the southern side of Fort Pond Brook, 
also established a cider mill and cooperage, both nonextant, across the road 
(now the si te of Exchange Hall) in the early 18th century. In 1750, Jones 
opened a tavern and general store in his hou'Se. At the time, the building 
a rn imK^^LB^JV^^ °^ numerous alterations, when a 2 1/2-story e l l with 
grouna-f'toor entryway. was added at the structure's western end to serve as a 
taproom and storage space. 

Continued 
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Throughout his long l i f e , Samuel Jones was an act ive and prominent South Acton 
c i t i z e n . Involved in town a f f a i r s , he occasional ly held minor o f f i c e s , but 
more frequently he appears in the records in connection with f inancia l and 
educational matters. He was on the committee formed to prepare for the 
ordinat ion of the town's second min is ter in 1777. His standing in the town is 
perhaps best indicated by his being one of the three Acton fami l ies with whom 
the Rev. Wil l iam Bentley, the noted d i a r i s t of post-Revolutionary New England, 
made a l as t i ng acquaintance when Bentley's mother came to Acton as a refugee 
from the B r i t i sh occupation of Boston in 1775. I t i s not known, however, 
whether the Bentleys patronized the tavern or what r o l e , i f any, Jones' 
taproom may have played as a revolut ionary-era meeting place. 

Samuel Jones' son, Aaron (1754-1836), served with the Revolutionary armies 
from the ba t t l e at Concord i n Apr i l 1775 to Burgoyne's surrender in October 
1777. He assumed control of the tavern business ca. 1782, about f i ve years 
before his father formal ly deeded i t to him. Aaron operated the saw m i l l , 
lumberyard, cooperage, and cider m i l l as w e l l . A l l were s ign i f i can t 
indus t r ia l enterprises in la te 18th/ear ly 19th century South Acton, 
cont r ibut ing in no small way to the evolut ion of a well-developed though small 
v i l l age center at th i s locus by the end of the Federal per iod. While holding 
some public o f f i c e s , Aaron Jones was also a t rustee of the Social Library 
(1801) and chairman of the committee that planned the town's elegant 
Federal-style Second Meeting House in Acton Center in 1806. 

In 1818, Aaron Jones more than doubled the size of his establishment when he 
b u i l t a la rge , 5-bay extension and rear kitchen e l l d i r e c t l y behind the 
ex is t ing s t ruc tu re . In addi t ion to enlarging his property, Aaron also had i t 
modernized, inser t ing sash windows throughout and adding fashionable 
Federal-style door and window surrounds. His a l te ra t ions made the bu i ld ing 
in to a two-family residence, wi th Aaron l i v i n g in the or ig ina l port ion and his 
fa ther , Samuel, moving in to the new sect ion . The addit ions gave the bu i ld ing 
two major en t r i es , as well as a secondary accessway to the communal taproom. 
Aaron was also responsible fo r re furb ish ing the bu i l d ing ' s i n t e r i o r with the 
f ine Federal-period de ta i l s that remain today. Circumstantial evidence 
suggests that Moses Hayward (1783-1827) may have been the housewright who 
b u i l t th is port ion of the house. 

In 1821, Aaron in turn passed the tavern and other businesses over to his son, 
Elnathan (1795-1873), again several years p r io r to his death. Elnathan, who 
operated the establishment u n t i l 1845 as both a tavern and h o t e l , was well 
known in Acton as an amateur musician, playing the c la r i ne t fo r the church 
choir in which his s i s te rs sang and performing on the v i o l i n at home for his 
fami ly 's entertainment (and perhaps his patrons as w e l l ) . As both indus t r ia l 
enterprises in South Acton ( inc lud ing a powdermill b u i l t on the Assabet River 
in 1835, extant) and the local network of roadways continued to grow, 
Elnathan's tavern and store undoubtedly grew in popu lar i ty . 

Continued 
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In 1844, the Fitchburg Rai l road, running west from Boston, arr ived in South 
Acton. I t fol lowed the western path of Fort Pond Brook to the immediate south 
of the v i l l age center and Jones Tavern. The presence of a r a i l junct ion 
ensured the continued success of the Jones family business. When one year 
l a t e r Elnathan's son-in-law James Tu t t le (1818-1898) took over the business, 
including the tavern, he enlarged the nominated property s t i l l f u r the r . 
Tu t t le expanded the fami ly ' s dry goods and other businesses by bui ld ing 
several small shops near the tavern at the v i l l age center. At the same t ime, 
he ceased tavern operat ions, returned the nominated property to res ident ia l 
use (deciding, perhaps, to concentrate on his r e t a i l establ ishments), and made 
a few small a l te ra t ions to the bu i l d i ng . He moved a single-bay, 2 1/2-story 
st ructure onto the property, raised i t onto a f u l l y exposed basement, and 
a f f i xed i t to the western end of the taproom e l l . Tu t t le also modernized some 
aspects of the bu i l d ing ' s i n t e r i o r , adding f ine Greek Revival elements to the 
western rooms of the bu i l d ing ' s o r ig ina l po r t i on . I t i s believed that Moses 
Hayward J r . (1809-1875) was responsible fo r the i n t e r i o r ' s Greek Revival-sty le 
features. Kitchen plumbing was i ns ta l l ed in the 1818 e l l by Henderson Rowell, 
t i n worker, in 1852. 

Tu t t le and his b ro ther - in - law, Elnathan Jones J r . (1829-1904), were business 
partners. As James Tu t t l e and Co., purveyors of dry and fancy goods, 
groceries and furn ish ings, they were the predominant South Acton r e t a i l 
establishment of the per iod, expanding through much of the 19th century. In 
1860, they financed construct ion of Exchange Hall across the road from the 
tavern on a s i t e previously occupied by the family cooperage, a large 
st ructure designed to serve as the focus of t h e i r commercial operat ions. 
Eighteen years l a t e r ( fo r reasons unknown), the nominated property was no 
longer needed for the fami l y ' s own occupancy and use. In that year , 1878, 
Elnathan Jones, J r . , established a dairy farm on the property. Not wishing to 
se l l or destroy the house because of i t s family and h i s to r i ca l associat ions, 
he used part of i t , the 1818 por t ions , as the residence for the superintendent 
of his dairy and the remainder (the 1732 and 1750 parts) as a boardinghouse 
for the unmarried employees of h is commercial enterpr ise across the road, now 
known as Tu t t l es , Jones and Wetherbee Company. The boardinghouse was 
discontinued shor t ly a f t e r 1900, but the milk business, under the d i rec t ion of 
Elnathan's grandson Elnathan Jones Kimbal l , continued u n t i l 1926. Despite 
th is agr icu l tu ra l presence in i t s midst. South Acton continued to grow as the 
town's indus t r ia l and commercial center well in to the 20th century, serviced 
by an increasingly complex network of roads and ra i l road l i n e s . 

The bu i ld ing remained i n the Jones family u n t i l i t was sold in 1946 by Carrie 
Evelyn Jones Kimbal l , f i f t h generation of the family to own the property and a 
business and c i v i c leader in her own r i g h t . In 1959, the rambling bu i ld ing 
was divided for mul t i fami ly use and at about the same time a small amount of 
res to ra t ion , both i n t e r i o r and e x t e r i o r , was undertaken. Being somewhat 

Continued 
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d e r e l i c t , the house was sold fo r salvage in 1964; in 1967, a f i r e did some 
i n t e r i o r damage to the main block and the 1818 add i t i on . In recent years, the 
property, now owned by a nonprof i t organizat ion, the Iron Work Farm in Acton, 
I nc . , has been overseen by a resident caretaker. Future plans for the 
bu i ld ing ca l l fo r i t to be converted to a house museum r e f l e c t i v e of both a 
prominent Acton family and of the community's e a r l i e s t development. 

As a modest but s t y l i s h bu i l d i ng , Jones Tavern re f l ec t s the l i ves of the f i ve 
generations of Joneses to own i t . Their farm, m i l l s , and commercial 
enterprises placed them near the top of the local social and economic scale, 
and the nature of these a c t i v i t i e s gave them a wider acquaintance wi th s ty le 
and fashion, perhaps, than most of t he i r neighbors. They were not a 
p o l i t i c a l l y act ive fami ly , p re fe r r i ng to engage in the social and 
phi lanthropic a c t i v i t i e s . In i t s present form, Jones Tavern ably demonstrates 
how a vernacular ear ly dwel l ing was enlarged and adapted to meet the 
requirement of l a t e r generations of a single fami ly . 

As o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t , the house was charac te r i s t i c of the four-room 
dwellinghouses b u i l t by the f i r s t European se t t l e rs in the v i c i n i t y , a form 
der iv ing from medieval bu i ld ing t r a d i t i o n s . Though the framing and a small 
amount of i n t e r i o r work of 1732 and 1750 remain, the addit ions and a l te ra t ions 
of 1818 remain dominate the s t ruc tu re . They remain v i r t u a l l y complete and 
i n t ac t . The house thus stands as Acton's most completely developed, least 
a l te red , and best preserved example of a l o c a l , rura l in te rp re ta t ion of the 
Federal s t y l e . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Jones Tavern 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CU resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
CU appeal 

Substantive Review/: CU sample CU request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due 

MAY 

.RETURN. 

. REJECT_ 
Federal Agency: 

CJ appeal CD NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited tielow 
.substantive reasons discussed tielow 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CD no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CD unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify tjelow " 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance//z? one para^rap/?^ 

CD summary paragraph > ' • [ < 
CU completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
CD context • • 
CD relationship of integrity to significance • ; ^ 5 ; • • 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Presen/ation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps ! 
CD Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone:. 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

































THE JONES & FAULKNER MILLS 
ESTABLISHED 1702 

IRON WORK FARM 
INACJpN I N C . 

P.O. Box 11-
Acton, Massachusetts 01720 

MAJOR SIMON WILLARD'S FARM-
THE IRON WORK FARM—1660 
MILL CORNER—1735 
SOUTH ACTON—1845 

1654 

AN EDUCATIONAL, NON-PROFIT HISTORICAL CORPORATION CHARTERED 1964 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston Street 
Boston, MA 02116 

Attention of: 

January 20,1986 

Valerie A, Talmage 
Executive Director 
State His t o r i c Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Thank you very much for your l e t t e r o f f i c i a l l y informing us that 
Jones Tavern i s to be considered for nomination to the National 
Register of Histo r i c Places. 

As you may know, we also own the Faulkner House which i s on the 
Register and use i t as a "house museum". I f approved, t h i s means 
both our properties would be l i s t e d on the Register. The goals of 
our organization w i l l be realized. 

The Tavern i s special to many of us. A l o t of our e f f o r t and work 
has already gone i n t o the building and i t s land, but we know much 
more i s needed to make the Tavern even presentable to say nothing 
of completely restored. This honor w i l l mean a great deal to a l l of 
us and should give more impetus to keep us working. I have sent 
i n a pre-application for '86-87 matching grants and hope t h i s step 
may help our chances. 

Thank you very much for you and your s t a f f ' s assistance. We appreciate 
your help and hope you and your s t a f f can v i s i t with us i n the 
near future. 

Sincerely, 

Wesley W. Mowry 
President 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

May 5, 1986 

Carol Shull 
National Register of His tor ic Places 
Department of I n t e r i o r , National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shu l l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i nd the fo l lowing nomination forms: 

Acton, EXCHANGE HALL, 
Quimby Hall (School Street at Main S t ree t ) . 

.Acton, JONES TAVERN 
128 South Main St reet . 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State His tor ic Preservation Of f i ce r . Owners were n o t i f i e d of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached 
to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah LT. Zimmerman 
Director , Preservation Planning 
Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission 

SJZ/ls 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 


