FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION old Camb. |C|)%|
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston
1. Town Cambridge
Address Garden Street
Name Harvard Observatory- Sears  Towe:

Present use
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number \o3_37-J"

N

Present owner Harvard University

3. Description:

Date 1843

Source rfieed rMiMiriic/HarvarH hiRtor\

Style Palladian

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect Isaiah Rogers

in relation to nearest cross streets and

other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric brick and wood

Outbuildings (describe)

QG her features brick central section and

wooden end pavilions connected by

| ower wings (wings renmoved) .

Altered Yes- see aboveDate 195U, 1960

Moved No
5. Lot size:

One acre or less XX

Date

Over one acre

" Approximate frontage 150 Feet

U.S.GCyT.SMirl:sON!AN ASTROPHYS/CAL OeSCRVArVRY A pprox' mate dl stance Of bu' I dl ng f rom street

ASSOC R I S K

150 feet

6. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting

Organization Cambridge Historical Comm,

Date 1964



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Form No:

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSIC? cambr - Ldge  MRA oL e,
Office of the Secretary, Boston Cainbridge. Mass.
.ooxt Harvard Observator
Architectural Significance Pro/[\)erty| Name: ¢ -r
oears lower

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Ilhe Harvard Cbservatory, on Cbservatory Hill, is a large complex of
interconnecting structures dating from 1843 to ca. 1970. Its focus is the
Sears Tower, designed by Isaiah Rogers in 1843, and row cart of Building A.
Rogers other local commissons include the rebuilding of the First Parish
Church in Cambridge (1833-34) and the Tranont House (1828) in Boston. As
originally planned, the Sears TOna was the central eement in afive-part
Palladian scheme, the geometric formality of which was enhanced by broadly
overhanging cornices. The Astronomy Professor's residence to the east and the
classrooms and library to the west, both built in 1851, were wooden pavillions
connected by one-story passages to the central brick block of the

Cbservatory. This concept wes not unlike the arrangement at the nearby
Botanic Garden, vdiere the Botany Professor's house was connected to the
Herbarium building and greenhouses.

Caistructed of brick, the Sears TDwa takes the form of a cube with a widely
projecting cornice, topped by a hem.ispherical observation dome On the facade
(south) is a massive projecting pedimented pavilion containing an entry
austerely framed by pilasters, frieze and heavy architrave.

In its history, the Sears TOmMa has been encroached upon but not engulfed by
modern additions to house the Observatory's growing functions and needs. The
original entry through the pedimented pavillion and the heavy granite door
framed have been blocked by later additions. The earliest surviving addition
(Building C, 1892), by G. Leslie Nichols, is a two-story edifice with a modest
Brick Panel cornice, vhich once stood free of the original observatory. Domea
on the slope to the northwest is a three-story wing in the new-Georgian manng
by Coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott (Building D, 1931). Asrrall wing by
W. P. Hooper (Building A, 1954) iimiediately west of the Sears IDwer replaced
the original classroom and library wing. The space age and affiliation with
the 3nithsonian Cbservatory generated a burst of expansion beginning in the
1960s, iwo sets of L-shaped buildings conbine to form a courtyard and oifold
the Sears Ibwer. Ihe earlier of these wings, sheathed in brick and comparable
to the west wing, wes built in 1960 (Building B, Griswold, Boyden, Wilde &
Ames); it replaced the east wing of the original observatory. The most recent
additions are the Perkin Laboratory (1970, Cambridge Seven Associates) and
Building E, which together form a second L and meke a courtyard with Building
B. Other buildings in the Observatory complex are an observation house, a
small metal building containing a telescope, and a metal storage shed. All
are less than 50 years old.

Continued

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Hi st 0] al bianiricance

A teriporary observatory had been improvised i nt he Dana-Palrr.er
house i n1839 after President Quincy persuaded Killiam C Bond t o brine,
his equi pment and becone "astronomi cal Observer totheUniversity", but
it v;asfour years |ater before t hePresident, taking advantage of a
sv.'ell of interest i nastronomy caused by t heConmet of 1843, was ableto
procure funds tobuild a permanent observatory. Operation of t he new
observatory v/ias made possible by a bequest of $100,000 by Edmund Phillips,
a recent graduate of thecollege. | t was equi pped v.-ith a 15-inch
equatorial telescope of thelargest size then known, which was bought
with funds raised by public subscription. Since its founding,"the
Harvard College Observatory has pioneered i nt hedevel opment ot modern
astronony. ltsfirst directors early recognized the potential of spec-
troscopy i nrevealing theconstitution of thestars, and of photograpliy
in determning thepositions and motions of celestial objects.



7. Original owner (ifknown) Harvard Um'vp.rRity
Original use observatory, classrooms, librarv
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural XX Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement Invention XX
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

At the crest of Observatory Hill in Cambridge
is part of the original 1843 observatory by Isaiah
Rogers. Only the central block, called the Sears Tower,
remains. It is crowned by a hemispherical observation_
turret. The original entry through the pedimented pavilion
and heavy granite door frame has been blocked by later
additions. The Sears Tower stands amidst structures of
six later building periods and many styles of archi-
tecture.

The Sears Tower design followed a Palladian
five-part scheme, with a brick central section and wooden
end pavilions connected by lower wings. The dome housed
the observatory, and the wings, removed in 1954 and 1960,
housed classrooms, a library, and an astronomer's res-
idence. It was the scene of numerous important astro-
nomical discoveries.

The Observatory enbodies the distinctive characteristics of
Palladian classisism and 0 meets criterion C.

10, Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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Cambridge, Mass.

Cambridge MRA

Ofice of the SectMar.', 3ostcn w oo
t"operr/ Nae ca.’ riyre

indicate each itemcni.ivenrory fcimev.hi® isbeing continuedcelcy,-.

Standard Bibiiograpny .Gmr..br laae Mulciole Rescurc:
Nom nation

Bunting, Eambridge, andFloyd, Margaret H , ea., " -arvard,
in Arcnitectural History. Canbridge: Tne ie-..<nap :rre.=a
Harvard University, 1985

Canbridge Historical Comm ssion, Survey of Arcnitectural
) story m Canbridge. Canbridge: The M T Press.
~ Report One: East Canbridge (196D)

Report Two: M d Canbridge (1967)

Report Three: Canbridgeport (1971)

Report Four: O d Canbridge (1973)

Report Five: Northwest Canbridge (1977)

Cambridge Historical Society, Proceedings. Cambridge,
1906- present

Da™' gh”*rs of the.American Revol ution, Hannah Wnthrop
Chapter, An Historical Guide to Cantridge. Cam ori age, -y*

Glmn, A, ed., Canoridge of Eighteen*Hundred and Nmetv
«Six. Canbridge: The Riverside Press, 390

Paige, L.R, History of Cambridge. Bcstcn -de 1 <= ~Mand
Gmpany, 1377

Paige, L.R; Gozzaldi, MI., ed., History of Canbridge® _
Suppl ement and | ndex. Canbridge: The Canbridge r-istorica.:
Society, 1930

Rettig, R3., Quide t oCanbridge Architecture. Canoriage:
The M T Press, 1969

Stillman, w.j., ed., Poetic Localities of Canoridge. Boston
James R Csgcod and Conpany, 1376

Wods, RA, and Kennedy, A . J.; Warner, 5 B., ed., The-cne
of Emergence. Camoridge: The M T Press, 19D2

Zai-zevsky, C, with theadvice of tneReview Commttee
ne.nbers. The Harvard University Study of Historic anc

.‘echitectural Properties m theEnvirons or Canbri:ige,
I April 1983 - Decenber 198 4)

Stanle tolnventorv form at bottom
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MATIONAt'"«GVIiTt'S'°6F HISTORIC PLACES

SIS?.i*A" . J5Sr~"

,  DOE/OWNER OBJECTION

A Prnp«rty™/€>»nrn . grn [th>,];7g AtAJTAMCat, [ f e Working No. Z/-Z*-<r<' M(TgJdz?
A Stat*, rft..nty JurZA N &IUA F«d. Reg. Dat«: —
Federal Agency: Date Due: yl7i<n?!
Action: ACCEPT.
resubmission
nomination by person or iocai government A REJECT.
r owner objection photos
a- .appeal ""ePs
Substantive Review: sample request , appeal NR decision
Reviewer's comments:
UAK)s hcAMd> jrAsuUrr”ciyh tfuA rn<n-y
oA o ! 1~1. Recom./CrU,erla ™
. OoO+W'rUal Aer(M <?4 MM [lorMdf 7/1,/n
NMyAifA udenn "vajeAtWU] Date h/10r»

! N

Nomination returned for:

substantive

1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

Pmni  Ikaafdanian kaaamalMa

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Pescription

6. Representation in ExistingSurveys

\l

Pescription

CHacli ana
ortgtrtai sns

Okack ana

eicaHant dalarloratad ur»ait»fad

Qood rukis
fair unaxpoaad

Ma praaatiC antf artpInAl (N IM#WM| fkyaAa” i

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary aalection

see continuation sheet

technical corrections cited below
reasons discussed below



6. Signlficanca

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource
context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliograpfiical References

10. Oeographical Pata

* of Bowilnalad property

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Ite MIluMMI MgnMcaiw* of IM* pra”Kty «NNn «w Mit It:

t>e«iuiii. Fwiii e!! Omeai amnatura

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed

y . </\ _ N X
Signed /JAyZ/./M yury-~ Dated”

Phone: 202 272 -3504

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Addreaa 60 Garden Street

Historic Kame ears

Harvard Gbservatcrv"

ROO (3x3" or 3x5", black S vfaita)

staple toleft side of fonn Use: Present academic
Phot 0 auaber 41-16 Original” academic
DESaiPTIOK:
Date 1843

Source dee

SZnCH ilAP _ _ _ Style Palladian

Showv property's locatioa ia relatioa y
to oesrest cross streets aad/or Isaiah Roagers
geographical features. Indicate Arciiitect g
all biiildiags betveea iaveatoried _ , A A
property and aearest intersectioa. Exterior wall fabric_f£"_
Indicate aorth. L .

Outbuildings N

Njor alterations (--iiii datas}

dem.olished and replaced 193-r; eas;
re'~ lared 1560.

Approx. acreage® -0082
Recorded by ‘niln: Piidumo Setting The Obser'-'atcr” i5 located
at t.ie top CIl @A mix ™
Orzaniration Ca-mbridae Historical Comm, its sarrnundincs. There is -ti:
consiaeraole open v.-occed lar.a c:
‘ate '@, 1yoD the site. The Sears Tc.-ar .~tan:

ariisc "atier struccuré-.
UM 19/ 324740 46940 O
USGS Quad: Lexinrtcn NStaple additional sheets iers)
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET QOTi muni ty: Fonii Nb:

MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL COMASSION o o Mo oc
Office of the Secretary, Boston ’ I C 1

Property Nane: Sears _I_O\%rservat ory
Indicate each item on inventory form Is being continued below.

Architectural Significance, cont.

Despite its additions, the Sears Tower, which ori?inally_stoqd a6 adiscrete .
unit, retains integrity of its neo-classical, Palladian-inspired design, &s
well & integrity of location, materials, workmenship ad association. The
original structure, which wes visually separated from its outlying frame
avilions by low hyphen wings ad which wes materially distinguished from them
its brick construction, Is still wholly evident & a fragment of the 1843
esign.

Issiah Roges, the building's architect, worked closely with William Bond, the
Director of the Obsarvatory ad an instrument meka ad self-taught
astronomer, to engineer a structure that would serve astronomers &
conveniently & possible. The plan adopted for the engineering design of the
structure ultimately wes Bond's, as Rogas weas not found to possess sufficient
understanding of the nesds of the structure. Primary amag these wes
provision for the absolute solidity of the telescope to ensure accurate
meesuremats To this end, the foundations of the Observatory weare sk 26
feet bdow the surface. The hemispherical dore of the Observatory wes
constructed to alow full 360° rotation on a medenan of eight iron balls
laid in atrack. These critical agpects of the desgn reman intact ad in
situ as do the original structure ad finishes of the building's interior ad
exterior.

The distinctive characteristics, features ad desgn of the building's
interior ad exterior set it off from the recent construction abutting it.
Qe of the mog significant aspects of the building is the fact that 1t
retains its original telescope ad all of its medenans ad accoutrements.
The telescope, a 15-inch ."Great Refractor", wes axe the largest telescope in
the United States ad wes the first to be ussd for photographic observations
of the heavens, in 1848, very shortly after the introduction of daguerroty%/
in this country. The telescope wes constructed by Maz ad Mahler, a Mun
manufacturer of telescopes.

Functionally and architecturally, the Observatory remains intact axd
identifiable. Asasignificant early ad intact observatory that retains all
of its critical functional axd desgn eements, the Havard Observatory meds
criterion C of the National Register on the local ad state levels.

remaining buildings in the complex are non-contributing, either by reeson of
g;e or lack of association with the early period of the Observatory's

evel opment.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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Historical Significance

A temporary observatory hadbeen improvised i nt heDana- Pal ner
house i Nn1839 after President Quincy persuaded WIlliam C Bond t o brine,
his ecui pment andbecome "astronomi cal Observer t othe University", ou-
it vias four years |ater before thePresident, taking advantage of* a
sv.-ell of interest i nastronony caused by the Comet of 134 3, was ablet o
procure funds t obuild a permanent observatory. Operation of thenev-
observatory v;as made possible by a bequest of $100,000 by Edmund® Phillip
a recent graduate of thecollege. It was equi®ped with a 15-inch
equatorial telescope of thelargest size then Known, which v;as bought
with funds raised by public subscription. Since its founding, the?
Harvard College Observatory has pioneered i nthe devel opment of nodern
astrononmny. ltsftirst directors early recognized the potential of spec-
troscopy i nrevealing theconstitution of the stars, andof photography
in determning the positions and motions of celestial ob]Ject3. As sucn,
it 1 ssicnificant under Criterion A

Stin: . om



ALY -\-\"U.AT:CN' SHEET Cenrunir/: reTT. Micl

Cambr_iage, Mass.
*I"\NSI TS H:ST:211-1 :ctes3.aN Cambridge MRA
"'-ys ‘Ae Stecretar--, 3ostcn
-.rea

: : . rzoTf fcITn «Tiia is being ccntinued 3€:>.-.
[ndicate esch iter?, a. inve « g

Camcriaae Mul-'""le Resource
Nominatlon

i i i Ay N'"ANN] ATA | A ' ? N
?Hnt,t\lr%%’i t%%l Lr}rb5|| dl-%es’t c?r@q canor i "-"le. NN rﬁg_l_,\nap P2LsS
Harvard University, 1980

ca.i.ridge Historical Co*ission | af [ ftMr t]fiirnrn
utstorv m canbriage. Camoriage. i..e
N —Re2ort cM East CanPridge 190%)
Report Two: M d Canbri age (1967)
Report Three: c.”nbridgepcrt i9/")
Reporr Four: A d Canbriage (1973)
Ageport Flvi: Northwest Canbridge (L3> /)

Cam bridge Hi storicdl "6 &t yPrficeiMiamsg  Car Ti bri age,
1906- present

-7aM, -n-rs of the American Revol ution, Hannan Wnr. hro?
Chl pte; An Historical Guide t oCancriage. .amcri..e,

Shan, A, ed., Canoridoe of | i a ®» Jundred andNinetv
SIX. Canbridge: The Riverside Press, .s90

Paige, L.R , History of Cambridge. Bcstcn: HC Hougton ar
Gompany, 1377

-aig-, L.R; Gozzal
Sup%l enent and I nde
Society, 1930

Rettig, R 3., Quide t oCanbridge Architecture. GCa. ntriage
"he M T Press, 1969

di, MI., ed., _Historv of "*vetre”- -
x. Canbridge: The-amor(i)dger...

Stillr*.an, WJ., ed., Poetic Localities of Canoridge. 50s'
cales R )d and Corfpafiy,

woods, RA, andKennedy, A J.; Warner, 5.3 , ed

of Eneroence. Camoridge: The M T Press, -: "D
-.M-evsky, C, with theadvice of the Revie : _
-.embers, The Harvard University Stuav or r..n *ICan
.jnitectural Properties m theenvirons ™~ a... >
April 1933 - Decenber 1934)
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WASO Form - 177 y UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Harvard Observatory (Cambridge MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

resubmission \yr”~ 1>1>7Quy” (yO] *
CZ' nomination by person or local government
n owner objection

Q appeal
Substantive Review™: n sample e request e appeal

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
Jbii"substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered

n good | Iruins altered

o fair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CU summary paragraph
rH completeness

e clarity
« alterations/integrity
| | dates

I I boundary selection

Working No.

JUL 301%

Fed. Reg. Date: /

Date Due:

/\/\Ay//\

Action: __~CGCPT.
--REETURN
REJECT

Federal Agen

Recom./Critei
Reviewer
Discipline®

Date J_

see continuation sheet

cy:

decision

Present Use

Check one

original site
moved

date.

Wy3/jr

AL A



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Sjsecific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

im summary paragraph "A-

CU completeness '
CZ clarity .

« applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CZ relating significance to the resource .
CZ! context ' "
« relationship of integrity to significance

CZ] justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
CZ Maps

CZ Photographs
CU Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directedto ~*yf'AStl/Alf-jAr~ CAr ™) N3 - fAATD

Signed-

M GPO 918-450
Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet



REVI EW COMMENTS
Harvard Observatory (Cambridge MA)
M ddl ese;-; County, M

As evidenced -from the sketch mp and written description, the
property as nominated represents only a portion of a building.
The later additions have been described as non-contributingto

the historical and architectural significance of the building;
however, they have been excluded from the boudary. Delineating a
boundary around a portion of a building does not neet National
Register documentation requirements. Even i f the modern wings

were included in the boundary of the nomnated property,i t
remai ns questionable whether the remaining original section cO
the observatory retains sufficient integrity to convey i ts
historic and/or architectural significance.

Significance under criterion A has not been sufficiently
justified. Pl ease provide a defined period of significance
applicable to the importance of the observatory under this
criterion. Pl ease provide further detailed information on

specific important events or discoveries which occurred inthe
observatory and develop the historic context forthe evaluation
of such within the field of astronomy and/or education.
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Canbridge, Mass.
.own

Address 60 Garden St:
Historic Hase Sears

Harvard Obser'. 'at:'

Use: Preseac acader.ic

Origiaal acaderr.ic

DESaiPTIOK:

Date 1843

Source deed records

Style Palladian

Arciiitectlsa' ah Rogers

Exterior wall fabric_nNfjrfj~r_ f j»

Outbuildings St

Hajor alteratiocs (vi:ii dai's}
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NMVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Form No:
Cambridge MRA O.C.
[ MASSACHUEETTS HISTORICAL CCMMSSON 11 C1

Office of the Secretary, Boston CaT.bridge . Mass.

... harvard . Observator
Property Naiiie:MVWW\ JVVWN

Architectural Sgnificance

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belcw.

The Harvard Cbservatory, on Cbservatory Hill, is a large complex of
interconnecting structures dating from 1843 to ca. 1970. Its focus is the
sears Tbwer, designed by Isaiah Rogers in 1843, and row cart of Building A.
Rogers other local coiranissons include the rebuilding of the First Parish
Church in Cambridge (1833-34) and the Tremont House (1828) m Boston. As
originally planned, the Sears Towa wes the central element m afive-part
Palladian schene, the geometric formality of which was enhanced by broadly
overhanging cornices. The Astronomy professor's residence to the east and tne
classrooms and library to the west, both built in 1851, were wooden Eavillions
connected by cne-story passages to the central brick block of the

Cbservatory. This concept was not unlike the arrangement at the nearby

Botanic Garden, where the Botany professor's house was connected to the
Herbarium building and greenhouses.

Constructed of brick, the Sears TDwa takes the form of a cube with a widely
projecting cornice, topped by a hem.ispherical observation dome Onthe facade
(south) is a massive projecting pedimented pavilion containing an entry
austerely framed by pilasters, frieze and heavy architrave.

in its history, the SearsTOwer has been encroached upon but not engulfed by
modern additions to house the Observatory's growing functions and needs. The
original entry through the pedimented pavillion and the heavy granite ooor
framed have been blocked by later additions. The earliest surviving addition
(Building C, 1892), by G. Leslie Nichols, is a two-story edifice with a modes
Brick panel cornice, which once stood free of the original observatory. DDwa
on the slope to the northwest is a three-story wing in the new-Georgian menne
by coolidge, Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott (Building D, 1931). A smll wing by .
W. p. Hoopar (Building A, 1954) imnediately west of the Sears TDwe replaced
the original classroom and library wing. The space age and affiliation with
the anithsonian Cbservatory generated a burst of expansion beginning m the
1960s. Iwo sets of L-shaped buildings conbine to form a courtyard and enfold
the Sears TOwer. The earlier of these wings, sheathed in brick and comparaole
to the west wing, was built in 1960 (Building B, Griswold, Boyden, Wilde &
Ames); it replaced the east wing of the original observatory. The most recent
additions are the Perkin Laboratory (1970, Carrbridge Seven Associates) apd
Building E, which together form a second L and meke a courtyard with Biildmg
B. Other buildings in the Observatory complex are an observation house, a
small metal building containing a telescope, and a metal storage shed. M|
are less than 50 years old.

Continued

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



MVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Fom No:

- O.C.
Cambridge MRA 11 C |
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL  CCMHSION Ccambrid
. ge, Mass.
Office of the Secretary, Boston Breperty Mg A TI"iC Observatori
n oears  lower

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued belcw.
Architectural Sgnificance, Cont.

Despite its additions, the Sears Tbwer, which originally stood as a discretj
SNi?, retains integrity of its neo-classical, Palladian-inspired Resgn The
sears TOng is one of the few college observatories standing the state
Tthe other two are at MI. Holyoke and Airherst). It is clearly visible withm
the mess of later building and retains its unique, identifiable design
feat™S, thus meeting Criteria Cfor listing to the mtional Register of

e HisSi? Places. The ranaining buildings in the complex are non-contributing,
either by reason of age or lack of architectural distinction. The Quadrangle
Recreational Athletic Center [1981), located on the same parcel, is not being
nominated to the National Register.

Staple to lnventorv form at bottom
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NPS Form 10-900-a
(7-81)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places VWA
inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltem number ~Nge I/
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Name  Cambridge Multiple Resource Area

Sate N o ~
Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature
131. Conventual Church of St. Mary "Keeper [.j*Myt® MAMO”M™u, M/3-&L
o--YyYy and St. John Huhstantlve Review
Attest
132. 'Second Cambridge Savings n N Keeper
Bank Building UMB(ltSunfle« Wftvliw
Attest
-1N Frost, David, House »IMam«>re Rwle" Keeper fliy At NJ6< 10
Attest
1*4.  HoweHouse Substantive  Eeview N Keeper [~ AN dAI AT N
Attest
135. Lowel, The T.., NN AE Yy N A jJILINTo-U
Attest
MAMB. Willis, Stillman, House N N Kegper Ar; . NTAMWLUTAT? E]
&N Attest
"e|S?. Second Waterhouse House y Keeper
Attest
SYA/s ruuyeyi- —
138. Harvard- Observatory TTppnop
tf«lLviN 1Lv... Attest "AvVVyyyNM- o AAL
134. Almshouse iSubatantlita Eevlaia K-"™Y™Mn' [ A dih A
A A Keeper  /yy/it/Li"U./3Aa,yu™ H.IMi2n
Attest
145 Lovell Block ANMNAAMN Vy. N Keeper

Attest
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Sears Tower-Harvard Ooservatory

(Canbri dge MRY)
M ddl esex County .
MSSACH FETTS Working No-.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Date Due:
Action: PT
A resubmission RETURN.
CU nomination by person or local government REJECT_
CD owner objection Federal Agency:
e appeal
Substantive Review: CU sample CU request *  appeal iNR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Critena®
Reviewer "'s;MAM

du AISE<AyU  of JMAM AV A MYNTT

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below ~/iMz " Ayin A~~~ AN TAA _
substantive reasons discussed below ZIyuAC™ A jZMI (fiti_ (ACKL y~"'"2-(AjLytccy:3yruAn  ~Aj-~chn
a.CinNj97y M. MK, "
1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered original site
CU good I lruins CD altered moved date.
CD fair Il unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph
CD completeness

CD clarity

CD alterations/integrity
CD dates A,
CD boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource

e context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450









Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

M assachusetts Historical Coinmission
Vaerie A. Tamage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

Decener 31, 1986

Beth Savage,

National Register of Historic Pl aces,
National Park Service

P OBx 37127

Véshi ngton, DC 20013- 7127

Dedr Beth:

Enclosed i sthe re-submssion of the Sears Tower, Harvard Cbservatory,
a conponent of the Canbri dge NA  Corrections have been nade t o the
boundary and significance under criterion Ahas been del eted since we
had insufficient docunentation to enunerate the facets of this aspect of
the building s significance. | would |ike tostress, however, that the
bui I ding, despite being a fragment, could not have nore integrity thani t
does as i t nowstands, since It V\asori(ginally t he onlﬁ part of 1ts conpl ex
devoted toastronomcal observation and since i ti sphysically unaltered
in itsowright, retaining all possible aspects of functional design,
incuding an historic telescope of great val ue.

|f you have any questions about this submssion, you should contact
Betsy Friedberg of the NMACstaff, since | will |eaving the NAC staff
shortly. I have enjoyed working with you andwill mss our phone

conversations! Take care!

Sincerely

Sarah J. Z nmer nan
Director of Preservation Planning

[sjz
enc

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



