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1 . N a m e o f P r o p e r t y 

historic name D i s t r i c t 13 P o l i c e S t a t i o n 
other names/site number 

2 . L o c a t i o n 
M / A I not for publication street & number 28 Seaverns Avenue 

city, town Boston (Jamaica P l a i n ) N'/JU vicinity 

f ' lassachuset ts 025 county S l i f f n l k code 025 zip code n?i.in 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

Ownership of Properly 

f x l private 

I I public-local 

I I public-Slate 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

[ x ] building(s) 

r~] district 

I I site • ' ' 
I I structure 

n object * 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

1 

1_ 

Noncontributing 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

0 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A 
Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 0 

4 . S t a t e / F e d e r a l A g e n c y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

WUAAJ^ ^n^q^wg^ >ejg.,. ^i. m-] 
Signature of certifying official ' 

Executive Director . Massachusetts H is tor ica l r.nnini';^inn 
State or Federal agency and bureau State Histor ic Preservation Of f icer 

Date 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

state or Federal agency and bureau 

5. N a t i o n a l P a r k S e r v i c e C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

[ ^ e n t e r e d in the National Register. 

Q ] S e e continuation sheet. 

Undetermined eligible for the National 

Register. [ ^ S e e continuation sheet. 

0 determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

1 I removed from the National Register. 

I I other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Dale of Action 



6. Function or Use District 13 Police Station. Boston. Massachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 

Government; correct ional f a c i l i t y dnmp<;t.ir; mult i pi P Hwplling 

7. Descr ipt ion 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) s 

^. ^ „ . , . , ' • ' 'foundation sandstone 
High Victor ian Gothic ' „aiis red bricl< 

roof slate 
other _ 1 4 / ^ 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 
The D i s t r i c t 13 Police Sta t ion, at 28 Seaverns Avenue in Jamaica P la in , is an 
unusual exanple of the High Victor ian Gothic Sty le , in an area s t i l l largely 
conprised of Greek Revival, I t a l i ana te , Queen Anne, and Colonial Revival f rane 
houses. Although the pol ice s tat ion i t s e l f is j us t 2 1/2-stories high, the 
red br ick structure doninates the neighborhood. The structure is the only 
Gothic s ty le municipal buildin-g in Janaica P la in , and is one of j us t a few 
high Victor ian s ty le bui ldings in the City of Boston. 

The or ig ina l bui lding is a slnple rectangle in p lan, but the steeply pitched 
roan, o f f -center entrance, donners, and other window treatnent create the 
i l l u s i o n of var ie ty and i r r e g u l a r i t y character is t ic of t h i s s t y l e . The use of 
red brick and contrasting stone t r im give f u r t he r v i t a l i t y to the design. 

Two f u l l f l o o r s are set above a raised basanent, with dorners in the hipped 
roof providing l i gh t to the lar-ge a t t i c space. The Maple Place facade is 
three bays wide, wi th two windows on e i ther side of a central door at ground 
leve l . On the f i r s t and second f l o o r s , paired lancet windows are flanked by 
wider single windows. The main facade of Seaverns Avenue is divided into six 
bays with end bays project ing s l i g h t l y f ran the center four . Each end bay 
contains two windows on the basanent level and a pa i r of arched windows on the 
f i r s t and second f l o o r s . The f ron t entrance o f f - se t at the eastern end of the 
central sect ion, is reached by a f l i g h t of stone steps flanked by heavy stone 
posts with a carved quat re fo i l mo t i f . An ornate cast i ron fence runs along 
the Seaverns Avenue edge of the property, and in a subdued version forms the ^ 
bannister f o r these steps. Tne carved, wooden, double doors are franed by a 
shallow pointed arch. The o r ig ina l transoti and door l i gh ts are missing, as is 
much of the window sash. A t r i o of lancet windows and single arched window, 
set between recessed panels, canplete the f i r s t f l o o r of t h i s central section^ 
four evenly spaced single arched windows make up the second f l o o r . 

Q S e e continuation sheet 
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Windows throughout the two main f l oo r s terminate in pointed arches with 
polychranatic voussoirs of red and beige stone. Those on the basenent level 
are f lat-headed with rosettes carved in the center of the stone l i n t e l s . The 
sane 1ight-colored standstone is used f o r quoins at the corners of the main 
block and project ing bays. String courses forming the s i l l s of the windows 
and others at the spr ing- l ine of the f i r s t f l o o r window arches are also of 
t h i s contrasting stone, as is the sloping water tab le above the basanent leve l . 

The bracketed cornice supports a steep roof o r i g i n a l l y conposed of bands of 
s late in contrasting co lors ; i t is now a uniform gray. Five pyranidal-roofed 
dormers pierce the roof on the north and south facades. The centra l donners 
contains a pai r of narrow 1/1 windows; the others have a single 2/2 sash. A 
tr iple-window dorner sumounted by a spired ven t i l a t i on shaft is set in to the 
end slopes. 

The or ig ina l f l o o r plan of the bui lding is s t i l l very much in evidence. On 
the basenent leve l , the bars of the old j a i l c e l l s can be seen. The f i r s t 
f l o o r contains several o f f i ces with surviving t r i i n , while the second f l o o r 
locker roon s t i l l contains many of i t s o r ig ina l oak lockers. Adjacent to the 
locker roon is an area o r i g i na l l y par t i t ioned f o r use as sleeping quarters f o r 
the policenen, and later converted to servicanen's quarters (c. 1943). 
Although these par t i t i ons have since been renoved, sane o r ig ina l t r im 
remains. The a t t i c was never f i n i shed , though i t is spacious and w e l l - l i t . 
Large wood beams and brick piers intersect the space, with addi t ional support 
supplied by iron t i e - rods . 

The annex (ca. 1892), connected to the rear of the o r ig ina l bui lding by a 
1 1/2-story passageway, is of the sane red br ick and o r i g i n a l l y had Rananesque 
decorative elanents in red te r ra cot ta and Longmeadow stone. Architect Ediiund 
Wheelwright's 1892 rendering of the design f o r t h i s bui lding shows a s ingle 
pointed-arched entrance on Maple Place, with seven windows set between 
colonettes on the f l o o r above. The Starr Lane facade has a s imi la r doorway 
below two-tr ip le-arched windows, and the whole was crowned with a low hipped 
roof . I t s Gothic arches and use of polychrony related t h i s annex to the 1873 
bu i ld ing . 

The annex contained a patrol-wagon house and stable on the ground f l o o r , with 
a municipal courtroon, o f f i ces and a dormitory above. The haylof t was b u i l t 
above the dormitory, and a snail staircase connected these two roons with the 
stable below. The courtroon has a a publ ic stai rcase, a pr ivate staircase f o r 
court o f f i ces , and a set of s ta i rs f o r cr iminals that led to the covered 
passageway connecting to the j a i l ce l l s in the main bu i ld ing . 

continued 
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An early 20th century renovation converted the stables t o a garage. At t h i s 
t i ne the arched entrance on Maple Place was replaced by two round-arched 
vehicular entrances with oversized f a n l i g h t s . The colonted windows above were 
replaced by larger keystoned windows, as were the windows on the passageway. 
On the Starr Lane, facade the doorway was f i l l e d in with b r ick , and large 9/9 
windows were substituted f o r the t r ip le-arched Rananesque ones. The Georgian 
Revival s t y le , of the exter ior renovations, was carr ied through to the 
i n t e r i o r . The wainscoting and t r im in the courtroon appear to have been 
ranodeled during t h i s renovation. Although the date is not docunented, 
s t y l i s t i c evidence suggests that these a l te ra t ions were carr ied out in the 
1920's. 

Archaeology < 

While no prehis tor ic s i tes are cur rent ly recorded on the property, i t is 
possible that s i tes are present. At least eight known s i tes are located in 
close proximity (wi th in one mi le) to the s ta t i on . In add i t ion , i t s p rox tn i ty 
to Janaica Pond, Muddy River and Stony Brook would have made t h i s an 
a t t rac t i ve area f o r nature sett lanent and substence. Although these fac tors 
indicate a high s i te potent ia l f o r the o r ig ina l landscape, h i s to r i ca l 
development in the area, and the snai l size of the lo t suggest that the 
l i k l ihood of s ign i f i cant prehis tor ic survivals is low. These fac to rs also 
suggest that the potent ia l f o r s ign i f i can t h i s to r i c s i tes is low. Sane early 
sett lanent (17th -18th centuries) of Boston (then Roxbur-y) occurred in the 
area although la ter developi.ient probably destroyed most s i t es . 



8. Statement of Significance D i s t r i c t 13 Police Sta t ion , Rnct^n. M;iggarhMsotts 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

O nationally I I statewide Q locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria I |A I | B [ X I C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) P I A | | B | | C I | D | | E I | F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture 1873- 1937 1892 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Significant Person ' ' • • - - • , , Architect/Builder -f  
N/A Edmund M. Wheelwright 

George Ropes 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The D i s t r i c t 13 Police Station retains i n teg r i t y of locat ion , design, se t t i ng , > v 
mater ia ls , f ee l i ng , associat ion, and worknanship. Constructed in 1873, the -v * 
structure is a rch i tec tu ra l l y s ign i f i cant because i t is an unusual exanple of e.; 
the High Victor ian Gothic Sty le. The D i s t r i c t 13 Police Stat ion meets 
National Register of Histor ic Places c r i t e r i a C on a local l eve l . 

The D i s t r i c t 13 Police Station was b u i l t in response to the needs of a growing ; 
and increasingly urban conmunity. Located in what is now Janaica Pla in, i t 
was o r i g i na l l y intended to serve the town of West Roxbury, which was > : 
incorporated into a separate munic ipa l i ty f ron 1851 to 1873. The town's 
selectnen, recognizing the need to expand pol ice pro tec t ion , formed a 
conmittee early in 1872 to investigate enlarging or ranodeling an exist ing 
stat ion on Centre Street. This apparently proved Unpract ical, f o r the 
fol lowing year the selectnen voted a $45,000 appropriat ion f o r the purchase of 
land and the construction of a new pol ice s ta t i on . Although the minutes of 
the Town Meeting do not specify the location of the new bu i ld ing , t h i s 
appropriation coincided with the improvanent of Seaverns Avenue and Starr Lane 
to the level of public thoroughfares, indicat ing that the s i t e chosen 
corresponded to the present address. Expenditures f o r the new stat ion 
included the sun of $7,043.75 fo r "house, land and in te res t " f ron a Joseph 
Stedman, and $1,655.50 to George Ropes f o r services as a rch i tec t . 

1873 was the year in which West Roxbury was annexed to Boston, and the 
D i s t r i c t 13 Police Station appears to have been the last major municipal 
project undertaken by the Town of West Roxbury. The next mention of the new 
pol ice stat ion appears 1n the Boston Police Deparfcnent's Annual Report of 
1874. The building had been conpleted by t h i s date and appears on the Hopkins 
1874 Atlas of the County of Suffolk Massachusetts. The pol ice report notes 
that the stat ion was in good condit ion and wel l -su i ted to i t s purpose. The 
building continued to serve as the neighborhood's Police Stat ion u n t i l being 
converted to condoniniuns, during the early 1980s. 

jc I See continuation sheet ; 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Tv-'entieth Century Souvenir, Boston Police, Major G. Arthur Tappan and A.M. 

Bridgernan, 1901. 

Official Reports - Town of West Roxbury for the Year 1873. 

Reports of City of Boston Architect Department 1890-1894. 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
n designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
f x ] State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
n Federal agency • 
r~1 Local government 
I I University 
• other ,,: -
Specify repository: 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 

Quad 
less than one acre 

South Boston Scale- 1:25000 

r i ' ^ T t y , 5| S, 7, 0| I 4, 6| 8, 6| 3, 6, 0| . , , 3 L . 
Zone Easting Northing 

J L 

Zone Easting 

J L 

I I See continuation sheet 

J L 
Northing 

I i I i I : i 

Verbal Boundary Description 

The property is bounded by Seaverns Ave., Maple Place, Starr Lane, and number 
34 Seaverns Avenue. 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification , , , 

The boundary includes the entire lot of the former District 13 Police Station. 

I I See continuation sheet 

organization 
street & number 
city or town 

80 Boylston Street 
Boston 

date 
telephone 727-8470 

11. Forn^ Prepared By ^ 
name/title David Zarowin/MHC with Katherine Boonin/Preservation Consultant 

Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission Hato 4/24/87 

state Massachusetts ĵp node 'J^ l l ^ 
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An addit ion to the building containing stables and a wagon barn, as well as a 
second f l o o r courtroom, was begun in 1892. The c i t y archi tect at that t ime, 
Ednund M. Wheelwright, noted in his 1892 Annual Report that a contract f o r the 
addit ion had been drawn up f o r $21,500 and the foundation had been covered f o r 
the winter . The annex was b u i l t by John Mack, Jr . at a f i n a l cost of 
$23,971.97. Wheelwright, who worked as City Archi tect f ron 1891 to 1895,. is 
notable f o r his ec lect ic use of various h is to r i c s ty les . His design f o r the 
City of Boston Fire Department Headquarters, b u i l t in 1894, repl icated the 
Palazzo Vecchio in Florence. His 1892 rendering f o r the pol ice s tat ion 
addit ion shows a more restrained use of h i s to r i ca l sources, with 
Ronanesque-derived de ta i l s canbined with Gothic elanents that re la te i t to the 
o r ig ina l s t ructure. An 1898 photograph, published in a canmenorative f o l i o of 
Wheelwright's work, shows these or ig ina l d e t a i l s . 

A la te r renovation converted the stables to a garage and ranodeled much of the 
or ig ina l t r i n in a Georgian Revival s t y l e . The polychranatic s la te roof , 
t yp ica l of the High Victor ian per iod, was replaced in 1937, by a roof of 
monochranatic s lates, but other elanents of the Victor ian Gothic s ty le ranain 
very :nuch in evidence. This s t y l e , although sonewhat rare in Boston, was 
camnonly used in a subdued version f o r municipal bu i ld ings. The Janaica Plain 
Police Station furnishes an excellent and largely intact exanple of both the 
High Victor ian Gothic and la ter 19th century Eclect ic s ty les . 
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WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

District 13 Police Station 
Suffolk County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

cn resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
O owner objection 
CZI appeal . 

n sample CZI request Substantive Review: • appeal 

Working No. 
DEC 2 8 W 

Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: V - ^ , 
Action: ^^HEPT ^ -/O -^ST 

.RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

^ N R decision 

Reviewer's comments: . „. 

ecom./Criteri, 
Reviewer. 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CD good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity < 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
im clarity 
cn applicable criteria 
cn justification of areas checked 
cn relating significance to the resource 
• context .. 
cn relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception ^ 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

cn Maps 
cn Photographs 
cn Other 

Questions conceming this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 



























The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
E.xecutive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

December 22, 1987 

Carol S h u l l .. ' • 
Na.tional Register of Historic Places ' ' 
Department of the Interior 
Nat iona l Park Service ? '- . • ' 
P.O. Box 37127 . •.x? ,, •• ' 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 - ^ ^ 

Dear Ms. S h u l l : ^ ' ^ ••• 

Bnciosed you w^iii find the nomination forms for the following properties: 

Adams, Hoosac S t ree t School, 20 Hoosac S t r ee t t ' 

Boston f Jamaica Plain j, district 13 Police Station, 28 Seaverns Avenue 

Cambridge (Cambridge MRA), George Gale House, 14-16 Clinton Street 

Shelburne and Buckland, Shelburne Falls Historic District 

They have been voted e l i g i b l e by the S ta te Review Board and have been signed 
by the State H i s t o r i c Preserva t ion O f f i c e r . Owners were n o t i f i e d o f pendm-j 
State Review Board cons ide ra t ion 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
a f f o r d e d the oppo r tun i t y to comment. No comments have been rece ived to J.it<?. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy F r i e d i e r g <_J * » .-i' ' 
Nat iona l Regis te r D i r e c t o r •-
iVassachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commiss i>}n H 

BF/es 

Enclosure 

2 8 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02II6 (617) 727-8470 


