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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 0.266 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional references on a continuation sheet.) 

3w 111111111111111 
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D See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Fruitland Park Community Center, also commonly known as the Casino, is located at 
604 West Berckman Street, Fruitland Park, Lake County, Florida.  The Community Center 
is a Frame Vernacular building built in 1914 by George T. Clark to house community 
functions.  The building is nominated to the National Register for local significance under 
Criterion A for Social History and Government.  The rectangular building is faced with 
horizontal siding and has double-hung wood sash windows and a south facing verandah.  
The hipped roof with broad eaves is covered in 3-V crimp metal, and the entire building 
rests on a concrete block pier foundation.  The interior has a large assembly center room 
clad in tongue-and-groove wood walls with a chair-rail and vertical wainscoting.  The west 
end of the assembly hall has an open stage, flanked by two doors and hallways to the south 
and north that access a kitchen, storage, and a dressing room.  The east end of the assembly 
room has bathrooms that were added in 1984. 
 
SETTING 
 
The Community Center is located on the southwest quarter of a block at the corner of 
Berckman Street (east/west) and Rose Avenue (north/south).  This lot has a lawn to the 
south, and the block is occupied by small houses to the north.  Laura Street runs east/west 
behind the Center, and serves as an alleyway in the middle of the block.  A residence sits 
to the east of the Center property, and is what remains of the reconfigured 1907 Gardenia 
Hotel.  The city has streets laid out in an orthogonal configuration with buildings set back 
from the roads, with plentiful lawns and mature trees.  Two blocks to the east is State 
Highway 441/27, the main north/south thoroughfare through the city.  Fountain Lake is 
located immediately to the west surrounded with open park property. 
 
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
Exterior 
 
The Community Center typifies frame vernacular construction.  It is a rectangular wood 
frame building with a large hip roof covered with sheet metal set on a concrete block pier 
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foundation. The exterior is surfaced with horizontal wood siding with 1/1 double hung 
wood sash windows in paired arrangements on the façade.  
 
The south main façade fronts onto Berckman Street with a broad lawn between the 
building and street, and is accessed via a driveway on the east side of the lot.  Here, with 
the western bay filled in for storage, the broad hip roof extends to shelter a verandah with 
seven bays (Photo #1).  Eight square wooden posts support the roof, and hand-rails with 
lattice-work span the posts.  Five central steps access the porch and central double wooden 
doors topped by a transom (Photo #2).  Three windows are to the east of the entrance, and 
one to the west, each with a pair of sashes.  The hip metal roof has two shed dormers on its 
south slope, each with three two-light slide windows.   Visible to the east, and setback 
from the south wall, is a shed roofed extension surfaced with horizontal siding. There is a 
single door at the juncture with the main body of the building.  The broad shed roof 
extends to shelter a sidewalk and wheelchair ramp. 
 
The west elevation fronts onto Rose Avenue which runs north/south.  The building wall 
extends a foot beyond the enclosure at the southwest corner (Photo #3).  The storage 
enclosure at the south corner has screen across the top for ventilation.  The elevation has 
six windows in total with two small single wooden sash windows centrally placed, and two 
larger single windows flanking the center two.   
 
The north elevation is the broad-side of the rectangular building, and has an exterior small 
brick chimney that pierces the roof eave near the west corner (Photo #4).  Closer to the 
west corner is a single window with a pair of wood sashes.  The remainder of the exterior 
wall to the east has five paired 1/1 windows, evenly spaced.  The extension of the east 
addition, sheltered by a shed roof, rests on a continuous concrete block foundation. 
 
The east elevation is sheltered by the shed roofed extension, with two awning windows 
piercing the top portion of the wall (Photo #5).  The shed roof extension is supported by 
five steel Lollie columns and the south four columns support the steel handrail for a 
wheelchair ramp.  The side view of the south verandah is visible. 
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Interior 
 
The main double doors lead to the large assembly room (Photo #6), with windows lining 
the south and north walls.  The wood floors are surfaced with linoleum, and the walls with 
tongue-and-groove board wainscoting and a chair-rail.  The walls are further accented by 
ornamental molding between and around doors and windows.  The ceiling is drop acoustic-
tile over a wood ceiling, installed to conceal heating-and-air ducts.  To the west side of the 
main room is an open stage with steps at the right side (Photo #7).  The stage is flanked by 
doors.  The door and hall beside the stage to the south leads to a kitchen that spans the west 
side of the building (Photo #8).  The north side of that space is partitioned for a storage 
room (Photo #9).  Historically the storage room functioned as theatrical changing rooms.  
The door and hall beside the stage to the north is a woman’s dressing room for theatrical 
uses.  At the east side of the main room is a centrally located open entry (Photo #10) into 
the eastern extension that contains bathrooms (Photo #11). 
 
ALTERATIONS 
 
The Community Center mostly encompasses a large assembly room big enough to hold 
several hundred people, although current building code restricts that number to one-
hundred persons.  The kitchen storage room was at one time used for the theatrical 
productions.  In 1946, rest rooms on the west end of the porch were added (which today 
are storage areas for the Boy Scouts).  Air-conditioning was added around 1975, and ducts 
were hidden behind drop ceilings.  Prior to climate control, the dormer windows in the roof 
functioned to vent out rising air.  In 1980, the east elevation extension was added to house 
men’s and women’s rest rooms and a handicap access.  A water tower that once stood on 
the grounds was removed during the historic period. 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Fruitland Park Community Center, also known colloquially as the Casino, is 
nominated to the National Register for local significance under Criterion A in the areas of 
Social History and Government.  The period of significance is 1914 to 1965.  Since the 
construction of the Community Center in 1914, the public facility has served numerous 
and frequent events for the residents of Fruitland Park and surrounding communities.  
Immediate early uses included regular meetings of the Chamber of Commerce and the 
local government, as well as recreational events.  In November of 1924, public discussions 
were held in the Community Center with regard to incorporation of the town, and in 
December of 1925, the public voted to incorporate with a town council.  With its large 
central room and a stage at the west end, the Community Center has been the hub of civic 
and public activity for the small city of Fruitland Park and the surrounding region for over 
one-hundred years. 
 
HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 
The Fruitland Park area had a few early and short lived settlements.  Prior to the Civil War, 
P.S. Bouknight homesteaded forty acres of land by Mirror Lake located about one 
thousand feet south of the present location of the Community Center.  His log home was 
torn down after he abandoned the area.  M. Calvin Lee of Leesburg, the largest settlement 
in the region, set out a twelve acre grove.  Lee and several other pre-Civil War settlers 
would abandon the area by the time Orlando P. Rooks arrived in 1876. 
 
In 1875, a Captain William H. Kendrick from Tampa, who was promoting Florida, 
encouraged a man from Missouri, Orlando P. Rooks, to visit and settle in Florida.  Rooks 
traveled to Jacksonville, took the St. Johns River as far as Silver Springs, where he hired a 
horse-drawn coach to get to the settlement of Leesburg in January of 1876.  Leesburg was 
the largest settlement in the area at the time, roughly three and one-half miles from what 
would become Fruitland Park.  Leesburg become the County seat in 1881, surrounded by 
small agricultural and retirement communities.  He made a homestead claim to 160 acres 
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adjacent to Crystal Lake.1  Having cultivated land and constructed a home by 1877, Rooks 
sent for his wife Josephine who arrived in December of 1878.  Rooks was interested in 
horticulture and started an orange grove.  He was known for cultivating a wide variety of 
citrus as well as olives and pineapples.2   
 
An Englishman named Granville Chetwynd Stapylton came to Leesburg in 1882, looking 
to develop a colony for other Englishmen.  Stapleton met Rooks, and together they 
discussed how to develop the land.  Rooks offered land and right-of-way so that the 
Florida Southern Railroad Company, from Ocala to Leesburg, would lay tracks adjacent to 
his settlement.  Work started in Ocala in June 1883, and extended to Leesburg by 
December 1883.  On January 20th, 1884, the first train arrived in Fruitland Park.   
 
Rooks named the town Fruitland Park after a friend’s business, Fruitland Nursery, in 
Augusta, Georgia.3  George H. Long, a civil engineer for the railroad, surveyed and platted 
the town.  The plat was filed on November 1, 1883.  Berckman Street, a main east/west 
road through Fruitland Park, along which the Community Center and City Hall were built, 
was named for Prosper Jules Berckman who owned the Fruitland Nursery.4  In 1884, a 
Mrs. Kingsley began teaching school in her family’s new store, thus establishing the first 
store and school in town.  A separate school building was erected in 1885.  A Methodist 
congregation was organized at the end of 1884, and their frame church was built in 1886.  
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church was formed in 1886, and the church was built in 1888.   
 
In addition to encouraging English settlers to Fruitland Park, Stapylton had a company, 
Stapylton & Company, who bought land around Zephyr Lake and Lake Ella, just north of 
Fruitland Park, and started a town called Chetwynd in 1886.  A boarding house was built 

                                                           
1  Lillian D. Vicker-Smith, “The History of Fruitland Park, Florida,” Fruitland Park, Florida: Fruitland Park 
Chamber of Commerce, 1925; “Who Was Orlando P. Rooks,” FruitlandParkNews.org, April 8, 2014, 
accessed May 1, 2015.    
2  “1776-1876-1976, Heritage, Faith, Challenge: Fruitland Park’s Centennial,” 1976, p.12.  
3  William T. Kennedy, editor, “History of Lake County, Florida,” Tavares, Florida: Lake County Historical 
Society, 1929, p.30&134. 
4  (www.georgiaencyclopedia.org  “business & economy – agriculture – Berckmans Nursery, (accessed April 
7, 2015). 
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in which English visitors could stay and consider settling.  In the settlement next to Spring 
Lake, another store was started in 1885. The company instructed visitors on cultivating 
citrus and promoted the idea that it was a predictable source of income.  The company 
would plant groves for new buyers.  A community social hall, known as Zephyr Hall, 
housed all gatherings such as theater shows, musicals, dances, and what were termed 
“casino nights.” Members of the private social club called the “Bucket and Dipper Club” 
met at Zephyr Hall.  The English settlers in particular were fond of outdoor sports 
including horse racing, hunting and fishing.  Stapylton would also establish a bank in 
Leesburg.   
 
The deep freezes of the winters of 1894-95 decimated the citrus industry all across Florida, 
and killed most citrus trees except in South Florida.  This resulted in an economic hardship 
for many of Fruitland Park’s early settlers.  Many moved away to other parts of the state or 
back to England.   
 
The Fruitland Park community would develop incrementally after this point, and sustained 
the necessary elements of a functioning small town.5  The non-denominational Shiloh 
Cemetery was organized in 1896, and deeded to the town the next year when S.F. Smith 
donated land from what was known as his “Old Plantation Farm.”  By the time the deed 
was completed, two people had been interred.  Until that time people were either buried in 
Leesburg or in the Trinity Episcopal Church yard.6  John D. Robertson in 1906, bought 
pine forest land and set up a turpentine still.  Robertson continued to purchase pine land, 
and in 1913 sold some to the newly organized Lake County Land Owner’s Association.  
The Association promoted Fruitland Park and paved the roads with clay.  The Association 
kept an office in the large 1907 Gardenia Hotel, on the block where the Community Center 
now stands.  By 1915 a two room school was built followed by a Baptist church in 1916, 
and a Catholic church in 1921.7  The Association’s George T. Clark and brother J.Y. had 
electricity run from Leesburg to town.  In 1922, the new Fruitland Park Water Company 
acquired small private suppliers and provided the town with water.  Fruitland Park was 
incorporated on December 14, 1925, and formally established a government. T.B. Stinson 

                                                           
5  Per historical census records, individuals are frequently identified only by their initials and last name. 
6  “1776-1876-1976,” p.21; Kennedy, p.43. 
7  Kennedy, p.43. 
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became mayor.  In 1926 the town hired Geo. H. Ruhling and Company of Orlando to 
resurvey and expand the town.  As a leader in the Lake County Land Owners Association, 
George T. Clark thought Fruitland Park needed a Community Center, or “Casino,” to serve 
as a civic and recreational center.   
 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
  
George T. Clark was a Fruitland Park resident, promoter, and a builder who envisioned a 
community building suitable for all types of public gatherings.  In 1914, he built what the 
locals have called the “Casino.”  This reflects a 19th century use of the word to denote a 
public facility devoted to recreational activities, not necessarily gambling.  This building 
was constructed on property that was a part of the Gardenia Hotel, which Clark owned.  
Within a couple of years, W.G. Dwight and his wife would buy the Community Center 
from Clark (exact date unknown).  The Dwights had moved to Fruitland Park in 1906 from 
Massachusetts, and became philanthropists for the town. Two of their favorite causes were 
the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church and the Leesburg High School.  They made the Center 
available to everyone and helped with the ongoing maintenance.  Mr. Dwight died in 1930, 
and in 1948 his widow donated the Community Center to Fruitland Park.8 
 
From its construction to the present, the Community Center has served many types of 
community events, for not only Fruitland Park, but for the surrounding small towns.   
The Community Center served an essential function in this rural area, much like the 
services provided at the National Register-listed Spring Lake Community Center near 
Brooksville (NR 2009).  Built as a New Deal project in 1938, and located at a rural cross 
road several miles from Hernando County’s largest city of Brooksville, the Spring Lake 
Community Center served every social and civic function for the area.  Over time, the civic 
identity is associated with such a facility.  Most rural Florida towns did not have 
auditoriums or public spaces in which to accommodate a broad range of public activities, 
and to this day the Fruitland Park Community Center is largest assembly area for the city 
and surrounding communities.  Fruitland Park’s Community Center is unusual in that 
throughout its historic period, the local government also operated out of the facility. 

                                                           
8  Schofield, Maria J., “The City of Fruitland Park, Florida: The Beginning of a New Era,” Fruitland Park, 
Florida: Fruitland Park Library, 2001. 
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An extensive list of historic activities hosted in the Community Center was derived largely 
from The Tampa Tribune micro-film records available through the Leesburg library.  
Rather than list events chronologically, uses are grouped by governmental functions, civic 
engagements, and social functions.   
 
Governmental Functions 
 
From the time the building was constructed in 1914, the Fruitland Park Improvement 
Association held their monthly meetings at the Community Center, which included the 
reports from its various committees.  The Association functioned as a quasi-form of local 
government until the town officially incorporated.  The Fruitland Park Chamber of 
Commerce who promoted business concerns, began holding their monthly meetings at the 
Community Center in 1915.  At their monthly meeting on November 27, 1924, the 
Fruitland Park Chamber of Commerce had the incorporation of the town as their main 
topic. T. G. Futch, a local attorney, spoke on the pros and cons of incorporation.  Then the 
meeting was opened to the public for discussion.  After a year of discussion, on December 
15, 1925, a town wide meeting was held to vote on incorporating the town.  The vote of 
more than 200 citizens was unanimous to incorporate, and the name of the Fruitland Park 
Improvement Association was changed to the Fruitland Park Town Council.  Elected to the 
town’s first government was T. B. Stinson as mayor with H. W. Palmer as Clerk.  Joseph 
Lee was elected as marshal, and the following were elected as councilmen: W. H. Bickley, 
H. L. Cowles, E. T. Gould, D. F. Hammond, A. W. Smith, G. R. Smith and Charles Ury.  
At a follow-up meeting on December 29, 1925, members agreed that the Council would 
meet at the Community Center every Thursday evening at 7:30 o’clock until further notice.  
After Fruitland Park incorporated in 1925, the Center became a voting precinct, which it 
remains to this day.  
 
On March 12, 1929, the Town Council, grateful to the Dwight family for allowing use of 
the Center at no charge, voted to reimburse their annual tax on the property.  The Town 
Council continued to meet at the Community Center until 1967, when they relocated 
activities to a remodeled Gulf Service Station.   
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The Community Center was the site of the city court where the mayor presided.  An 
example of how the city court operated is illustrated by the case of several young boys who 
broke windows of houses adjacent to the railroad section.  They were arrested by the town 
constable and brought before the mayor.  They were fined $5.00 each and sent home to be 
punished by their parents.9 
 
At the Fruitland Park Town Council meeting on May 3, 1948, plans were made to host a 
gathering for the Lake County League of Municipal Cites on June 23rd.  All towns in the 
5th congressional district were represented at the meeting accompanied by a fish fry dinner.   
 
Civic Engagements 
 
Many Fruitland Park civic groups meet monthly at the Community Center.  All of them 
held fund raising events as well as hosting public social occasions.  The following 
organizations met monthly at the center (starting dates and names are given):  in 1921, St. 
Paul’s Catholic Church’s Pioneer Club; in 1922, Community Club; in 1923, The Holy 
Trinity Guild, Fruitland Park Serving Club, Fruitland Park Mother’s Club (later becoming 
the Parent Teacher Association), Fruitland Park Musical Club, and the Fruitland Park 
Christian Endeavor; in 1924, The Woman’s Civic League; in 1940, Boy Scouts;  in 1948, 
the fire department and a woman’s auxiliary; in 1954, the Fruitland Lions Club. 
 
Musical events were popular and often used as fund raisers.  In 1924, the musical cantata 
“Ruth” was sponsored by the Holy Trinity Guild, and concerts were presented by the 
Musical Club, the Woman’s Civic League, and the Chamber of Commerce. 
 
The Mother’s Club reformed as the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) at their September 
16, 1931 meeting.  The next year the Fruitland Park PTA hosted the Lake County Council 
of PTA who met at the Center with 60 people attending.  Also in 1932, the PTA put on a 
Christmas program with decorations and entertainment provided by the children.  They 
sponsored a Founder’s Day “colonial silver tea” on February 17, 1933 that featured 
exhibits of antiques and quilts. 
 
                                                           
9  Rainey, Janis, interview, May 2015. 
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The fire department and woman’s auxiliary hosted many chicken and spaghetti suppers at 
the Community Center to support the department.  They initiated the very popular bingo 
night which was held every Friday night, and kept it suitable for all ages.   
 
Social Functions 
 
From the Leesburg Commercial newspaper, on March 9, 1917, the headlines read: 
“Masquerade Ball - Big Event of the Week at the Park - Wonderful Collection - Who's 
Who.”  The Masquerade Ball, the first affair of this type to be held at the Community 
Center, was also the first to be held in the Park for many years.  The entire town of 
Fruitland Park, as well as from the surrounding areas, were invited to attend in costume. 
 
Only one month after the masquerade ball the United States entered World War I in 
Europe.  During the war, local women and many children met at the Community Center to 
knit sweaters, socks and mufflers for the servicemen.  During that time the Center became 
a place where copies of the local newspaper were kept for public reading and reference. 
 
The Community Center was used for commencements from the local grammar and 
elementary schools, May Day festivals with the May King and Queen, and popular 
Christmas Eve dances.  The Christmas Eve dance of 1929 drew seventy-five couples from 
the surrounding communities.10 
 
The Committee for Street Lighting Fund for the Fruitland Park Improvement Association 
held a musical fund raiser in November 1924, with Florence Gilbert Manscom appearing 
in costume to do readings, pianologues, and songs with Mrs. Lawrence Smith as her 
accompanist.   
 
 
  
 

                                                           
10  The Tampa Tribune, May 7, 1925; December 25, 1929. 
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During the early formation of the Fruitland Park Baptist Church, church services were held 
at the Community Center in 1957, until their new church was built on the south side of 
Berckman Street.   
 
With many civic groups meeting on a continual basis at the Community Center and hosting 
public events, to this day the Center actively serves the town.  George T. Clark died on 
March 11, 1918, but his vision of the Fruitland Park Community Center, also known as the 
“Casino,” filled an enduring need that continues to the present. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
 
Fruitland Park E 165 FT of W 189 FT S of Laurel St BLK 20 PB, 3 PGS 8-9 
Parcel # 09-19-24-040002000002 
Alternate Key 1248663 
 
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 
 
This property has been historically associated with the Fruitland Park Community Center, 
also known as the Casino. 
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PHOTOGRAHIC LIST 
 

1.  604 Berckman Street, Fruitland Park 
2.  Lake County, Florida 
3.  Judy Rainey 
4.  March 2015 
5.  Fruitland Park Community Center, looking north 
6.  Photo #1 of 11 

 
The remaining information is the same for the remaining photographs. 
 
5.  Main door, looking north 
6.  Photo #2 of 11 
 
5.  West elevation, looking east 
6.  Photo #3 of 11 
 
5.  North elevation and northwest corner, looking southeast 
6.  Photo #4 of 11 
 
5.  East elevation, looking west 
6.  Photo #5 of 11 
 
5.  Interior of main room, south wall and main entry, looking south 
6.  Photo #6 of 11 
 
5.  West side of main room with stage and side hallways, looking west 
6.  Photo #7 of 11 
 
5.  Kitchen, looking west 
6.  Photo #8 of 11 
 
 



NPS Form 10-900-a
 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 

(8-86) 
 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
 
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
Section number Photo Page 2  FRUITLAND PARK COMMUNITY 

CENTER, FRUITLAND PARK, LAKE 
COUNTY, FLORIDA 

  
  
 
5.  Storage room, looking north 
6.  Photo #9 of 11 
 
5.  South end of main room with entry to bathrooms, looking east 
6.  Photo #10 of 11 
 
5.  Men’s bathroom, looking north 
6.  Photo #11 of 11 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF-THE INTERIOR 
NAT.JONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Fruitland Park Community Center 

STATE & COUNTY: FLORIDA, Lake 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 

6/26/15 
8/05/15 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 

7/21/15 
8/11/15 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 15000508 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N 
OTHER: N 
REQUEST: Y 

DATA PROBLEM: N 
PDIL: N 
SAMPLE: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

_JACCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

LANDSCAPE: N 
PERIOD: N 
SLR DRAFT: N 

REJECT 
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LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
NATIONAL: 
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RECOM./CRITERIA ---------
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TELEPHONE DATE ------------

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 
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N 
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RICK SCOTT 
Governor 

June 12, 2015 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT O STATE 

J. Paul Loether, Deputy Keeper and Chief, 
National Register and National Historic Landmark Programs 
Department of the Interior 
1201 Eye Street, N.W., 8th Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

RECEIVED 2280 
JUN 2 6 2015 

Nat. Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 

KENDETZNER 
Secretary of State 

The enclosed disks contain the true and correct copy of the nomination for the Fruitland Park 
Community Center (FMSF #8LA4466), in Lake County, to the National Register of Historic 
Places. The related materials (digital images, maps, and site plan) are included. 

We respectfully request an expedited review process of this nomination proposal. Members of 
the Fruitland Park Historical Society, who assisted with the preparation and submission of this 
nomination, are seeking designation to elevate the importance and visibility of this property. It 
currently remains under threat from proposed development plans via the local government, who 
owns and operates the facility. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (850) 245-6333 if you have any questions or require any 
additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Desiree Estabrook 
Historic Preservation Supervisor, Survey & Registration 
Bureau of Historic Preservation 

VIVA flORIDl 

Division of Historical Resources 
R.A. Gray Building • 500 South Bronough Street• Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

850.245.6300 • 850.245.6436 (Fax) flheritage.com 
Promoting Florida's History and Culture VivaFlorida.org 



Tuesday, June 30, 2015 

506 W Bercl,!man Street 
Fruitland Parl-,, Florida 34731 

J. Paul Loether, Deputy Keeper and Chief 
National Register and National Historic Landmark Programs 
Department of the Interior 
1201 Eye Street, N.W., 8th Floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Tel. (352) 360-6727 
Fax. (352) 360-6686 

Re: Casino Building (AKA Fruitland Park Community Club 
604 W. Berckman Street 
Fruitland Park, FL, 34731 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Please accept this letter as the City of Fruitland Park's official petition objecting to any consideration 
that may be given to the above referenced building in relationship to any placement on or designation 
of said as it pertains to the National Historic Register. 

Pertinent to the objection is the fact that the City of Fruitland Park is the owner of the structure and the 
land on which the building is located. This is and has been the case since the 1920's which, as far as can 
be discerned, is when the City assumed ownership of the building. 

The objections to such consideration are as follows: 

✓ Initial consideration to this action was contingent on the ability of the applicant to move the 
building to a new site. Cost estimates from licensed contactors who specialize in the moving of 
these types of structure show this to be financially impractically and, as such, fiscally not in the 
best interest of the taxpayers of this community. 

✓ A cost estimate from a licensed contractor for executing the work necessary to bring the 
condition of the building up to a) code & b) a state of repair that would render said to become a 
viable and useable structure for City is cost prohibitive when compared to the actual value of 
the building 

✓ The practicality of allowing this building to remain on site is not, nor has it been a viable option 
or consideration for many years. It has been and is the City's intent to build a Town Square, to 
include a new library, a new modern public safety center, as well as facilities to allow for public 
events on this site. Design has already started; construction will begin in the next six (6) months 
to a year. 

✓ The building itself has been altered on more than one occasion with no regard given to 
historically accuracy. Said alterations include extensive interior and exterior work. 



I am available to answer any questions or address any concerns you may have regarding this 
correspondence. I am be reached at: 

Gary La Venia 
City Manager 
City of Fruitland Park 
508 W. Berckman Street 
Fruitland Park, FL 34731 
352-360-6727 
glavenia@fruitlandpark.org 

Thank you for consideration . 



Casino Estimated Costs 

I have prepared cost estimates for consideration in the event the Casino is moved to another 

location and to prepare the building to be useful. This estimate assumes the building to be 

moved to Veterans Park. 

• Moving costs (Bid provided by Youngblood and Sons Moving) 

• Utility costs (moving electric, cable, and phone overhead lines) 

• Site work (leveling, grading, clearing, and tree removal) 

• Path repair (Goodrich property yard repair) 

• Demolition of Tennis Courts and chain link fence 

• New power service (underground service line installed) 

• Sewer grinder pump and waste connection (no impact fees) 

• Water connection and meter (no impact fees) 

• ADA requirements (ramp, railings, grab bars, thresholds, etc.) 

• ADA parking and markings (2 each) 

• New metal roof (remove old and install new and flashings) 

• Install new vinyl flooring (remove old and install new and trims) 

• Repair front porch floor 

• Repaint interior and exterior of building complete 

• Replace ceiling tiles and insulation in ceiling area 

• Upgrade bathrooms (fixtures, faucets, stalls, and repair drywall) 

• Window replacement (windows, new frames, new trims, and fillers) 

• Replace 4 entry doors and transoms 

• Replace A/C units 

Estimated total cost of move and renovate 

10 % Contingency 

Total Costs Estimate and Contingency 

Prepared by ~ 

$ 103,000.00 

8,000.00 

15,000.00 

4,500.00 

5,000.00 

9,200.00 

6,500.00 

3,200.00 

8,500.00 

4,200.00 

65,000.00 

29,000.00 

5,000.00 

14,000.00 

12,000.00 

15,600.00 

15,000.00 

6,400.00 

26,000.00 

$ 355,300.00 

35,530.00 

$ 390,830.00 



Estimate 
I Date I 6/17/2015 I 
I Company 

Charlie Rector 
604 Wesr Berckman St 
Fruitland Park, FL 
34731 

T. A. Youngblood & Sons Building Movers,Inc. 

P.O. Box 470278 
Lake Monroe, FL 32747 

Ph:( 407)323-0715 
Fax: (407)321-5519 

Description 

This estimate is for the relocation the Casino Building located at 604 West 
Berckman Street Fruitland Park, FL. The building is wood frame construction 
that is 102 X 50 that includes an addition that is a 12 X 36 concrete floor. We 
will move the building across Rose Ave. We will be crossing private property 
to a city park where tennis courts are currently located. Chimneys to be 
removed. 

The estimated cost to move building with addition - move only 

The estimated cost to move the building without addition is $90,000.00 - move 
only. 

Total 

E-mail 

audreyablackwood@gmail.com 

Cost 

103,000.00 

$103,000.00 







DANIEL HICKS, ESQUIRE 

BRENT D. HICKS, ESQUIRE 

k~v-eA v,'"o._ [~; I 

/,-3,J-t.ol,S 
DANIEL HICKS, P.A. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

421 S. PINE AVENUE 

OCALA, FLORIDA 34471 
TEL. (352) 351-3353 
FAX (352) 351-8054 

E-Mail: weclosel@danielhickspa.com 

June 29, 2015 

Via U.S. Regular Mail and via 
Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested 

7014 2870 0000 8928 1335 
Mayor Chris Bell 
City of Fruitland Park 
506 W. Berckman Street 
Fruitland Park, FL 34731 

Re: Fruitland Park Historical Society, Inc., a Florida Corporation 

Dear Mayor Bell: 

REAL PROPERTY: 

SHEILA HOWARD, L.A. 

I represent the Fruitland Park Historical Society, Inc., a Florida Corporation (the "Historical 
Society") with regard to a parcel of real property (the "Property") owned by the Town of Fruitland 
Park, n/k/a the City of Fruitland Park, the Property known as "The Casino", pursuant to deeds 
recorded at Deed Book 296 page 452-457 (hereinafter "Deed 296") and Deed Book 84, page 28-30 
(hereinafter "Deed 84"), both in the Public Records of Lake County, Florida, copies attached. 

The Property building is registered as an historical site with the State of Florida and an 
application is pending with the The Keeper of the National Register in Washington, D.C. 

Deed 296 contains a reverter provision that provides upon the "breach of any of which 
conditions the property hereby given, granted or conveyed shall revert to the granters and their 
heirs", "said property hereby given, granted or conveyed shall be used as a community house and 
public park for the perennial and temporary residents of Fruitland Park ... ". Further conditions and 
restriction on the property are further described in Deed 84 providing that the George T. Clark Club 
House that was built by George T. Clark is "for use as a community or clubhouse for the purpose 
of affording citizens of Fruitland Park and that neighborhood greater opportunity for amusement, 
entertainment and social intercourse, at a small cost ... ". 

I understand the City of Fruitland Park City Commission has resolved to demolish the 
building on the Property at its June 25, 2015 meeting. 

My clients object to the resolution based upon the following: 

a) The 100 year old building has historical significance; and 
b) The Property, including the building is subject to reverter conditions contained in 

Deed 296 and Deed 84 and the demolition of the building would violate the 
conditions. 



A reversion occurs when a property owner makes a transfer of property to another but 
retains some future right to the property. In this case, the granter of Deed 296 clearly retained a 
right to The Casino property if the conditions of the transfer were breached. The law on reversion 
in Florida is quite clear. Florida Statute 689.18'(5) provides that a reverter provision of unlimited 
duration in the conveyance of real estate is allowed when the transfer is made to a governmental 
corporation or association. 

Please review and advise accordingly. 

Sincerely, 

DH/pcl 
Enclosures: as stated 
cc: client 

Via U.S. Regular Mail and via 
Certified Mail - Return Receipt Requested 
7014 2870 0000 8928 1564 
Anita Geraci-Carver, Esquire 
7014 2870 0000 8928 1557 
Ms. Esther Lewin-Coulson, City Clerk 

DANIEL HICKS, P.A. 

By:_~g-~-ni=~~-~~ic- ~~s~,E~•s_q_u_lra--
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QUITCLAIM DEED 

!l'HIS QYI'l'OLAIM DEED, l!IX&OUted th1D th1rb'y-tirs1) , , 
d&y ot De oeinber bf MINNIE R • DWIGHT, 11, widoYJ, lite tenant, 

(under the will or William o. Dwight, otherwise w. o. Dwight, late 

ot Holyoke, 1n the county ot Halllpden and Oo.mmonweal. tb · ot Ma1H1Q.ohu .. 

aetto, deoea.se4, testate), ot 387 Appleto~ St&seet, Holroke, Masoa­

ohusetts, HELEN.DWIGHT SOKOEPPLER,·Otte ~t toW' _Pema1nd61'tllen, (Wide 

said Will), and OSOAR E. SOHOEFFIBR, her husband, both ot 3~Z8 

e&th Street, Jackson Heights, New York, LI.WA DWIGHT' LEWIS, 11n0th& 

o:f said tte?IB1ndarrnen, and RIOHMOND LEWIS, her huaband, both ot 

-251 Park Drive, Longmeadow, Massaohusette, WlttlAU DYaOHT, another 

ot said r emaind$rmen, and DOROTHY R • l>YIIGHlf, hia w1te, both 'ot 

26 Lexington Avenue, Holy-oke, Maesaehusetta, and HENRY DwtOHt, the 

fotll'th lll'ld la.at or said ~e)IUl.indeiornen, and AGNES DWI<JH'l', hte wit&, 

both ot 626 North•mpton Street, Holyoke, M&esaohusetta, parties oC 

the first part, and TOWN OP FRUITLAND PARK, FLORIDA,'a mu.n!o1pQl 

oo~porati~n organized and existing undel' Oh•pter 19,75& ot ~he 

Aots or Laws ot the Legislature ot 1927, Lake county, Florida, -party, or the eeoond put, 

WITNESSE'llU That the said pal'tias ot the ,til'st part 

~or and in consideration ot the awn or One Dollar ($1.00) and obhe 

good and valuable oonbid.evationa to them in h~nd paid bf th• PllX't:11 

of the &ee<,nd part, the J'eoe11>t whereot is hereby aoknowl.$dged, 

hav~ J'emised, releaaed and ~uitolaimed, and by these ~eaenta do 

ramiee, reaase and quitolaim, unto the party ot the seoond pe.rt 

and 1ti1 e\u'!eesaora and auigne tor ever, all tho l'ight, ,ti tie, 

intei-eet,, old Ill and de111and whhh ·the said parties 'ot the tirat 

part, any and all ot them, have in and. to the rol1owJ.ns d.001:11bed 

1o·t, pieee o~ pattoel or land, (togetheii all buildings and illlpt'OV&• 

ments thereon, now or to%'1118rly known as "Tho Ouino11
), dtua.te, ---, 



- ~. , ,- ...... .. , .., .. ··- -·-

0 

DEED BOOK 296 PAG£453 

lying and being in the Town ot P'J:'uitl.e.nd Park, OouflbY ot Le.M, 

State of Florida, to w1t1 

Beginning at a point on , the nort.hel'lf Une ot B&x>okma 

Street one hundred and e1xt1•£1ve (165) teet eaat o~ the aouthwest 

oottnar or Blook Twenty (20) • (aeoording to 11a map ot Fruitland 

Park in. 'rownahip Nineteen (19) 8.outh, lWlge ·hent1•FOU1' (94.) bet, 

reoOJ'ded in the ottioe ot the O:irouit Oo\ritt for the oount1 ot LalCo 

on July 27, 1912), and runnS.ns thenoe ~ one hund:t-ed and &event • 

eight and thl'ee-tenthe (178.3) teet to the aouthel'lf lino ot Lauro 

Street; thenoe WES~, along the southerly aide ot aa14 Laurel Stree , 

one hundred and e1xty•t1ve (166) feet to a point twenti-tour (84) 

teet eaeterl7 ot the eaeterly line or Roee Street: thence SO~H, 

on a l 1ne pa);'allel ,,1th the ee.atet'ly line or add Rose Stl'ee ti otte 

hun:lred and. aeventy~eight and thl."ee•tenthe (178.3) teet to the 

%}.ortherly line or said B&l"okman St:reet; and thence ~. along t"he 

n0l"therl1 line or said Berokman Street, one hundred and s1xty-t1ve 

(165) teet to the plaoe or beginning. 

Being tho same lob of land or promiaoa oonve-yod to 

w. o. Dwight by Ida m. Olark by quitola1m deed dated May 17, 1920, 

and reooPded on S&pteutbor 12, l93Q in the l'u.blio Reoo1'48 ot Lake 

OOunty, Flol'ida, in Deed Book No.166 on Page No. 37, (wJ.th tbt 
exoeption or a ati-ip or land bounded weatel'ly, by tho euterly 11 o 

ot Rose Street, one hundred and seventy-eight and three•t$ntha 

(178.3) teetJ nol'thel'lf, by the southerly line or Le.®el S~~eet, 

twenty•to\U' (24) teetJ easterly• by the weateioly line ot: tho lot 

of land hereby quitclaimed to said Town, one and eeventy-tight 

and thl'ec,-tenths (1?'8,&) feeta and •outhel'l7, by t.he 1\0l'the.rly 

line of Bel'olmlAn Street, twenty~rou~ (24) feet, the p&~tiea or 

the t1Nt pa&"t bf thie deed :remi81ng, tteleasing and ql.litoldrntng, 

ne11ihe1' to said Town, noJ- to an7one el•e whoansoeveit, a:ny ~ght, 

title, 1nte&"eat, claim or &,mand whatsoe~el' in and to Mid 1~1"1P 

ot lt.nd) J 

I 
~,-.. .,,, . ... r, ... , ___ J 
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TO HAVB ,AND TO HOLD the same. togethel', with all 1\1'.ld. 

s1ngulal' the appW'tonanoes thei-eunto 'belongtng 011 in any whe 

appel'taining, and al'l the estate, 'right, title* intel'est>, lien, 

a~uity and olaim whatsoevel' ot th& aaid parties ot the £1rat part, 

either in law or equitJ, to the only proper uae, benet1t and behoo 

ot the said party ot the eeoond pal't; 1 ta eiuooesaOl' e' and ase1gne 

torever, SUBJEgi, HOWiVER, to the oonditions, restriotione ~nd 

privileges lll8nti.'011.ed, duoribed or r'ete&'l'ed to in a oert&in deed 

i'l"om Jonathan Yatea Olark et al,, Ttusteea under the Laat Will 

and Testament ot George f. Cl.al'k, deoeaaed, tow. o. Dwight, aaid 

de$d being dated llay ,6, 1920, and ~eOOl'de~ in the Ottl~ or the 

Olerk ot th6 Cliroui t Coui-t to%' ea1d. Oounty :o.t Lake, in Deed. Bo~k 

84, Page ~8, on May 19, l920J to an1 and all other existing oondi• 

tions, reatriotiona, privileges and enoW11b~anoee; to any and all 

pacit; .'.pl'Hent or- f'utwe unpaid te.xo and ola1me on, agdnet or wit 

reference to the pro})j)rty hereby given, granted. or catveyed, (Wh1o 

te.xes and clait11s the grantee, by He aooeptan.oe ot this deed, he1"e• 

by aesUlll8a and agrees to pay as a part ot the oon•ideration hereot, 

and to the !'oll.owJ.ng pi-hilegu, l"e&tdo t:l.ona,• oondltione and 

reservation,, (on b>;teaoh ot any of which oond1t1one the proi:,ert:y 

hereby given, gi-o.nted oi- oonv•J•d ahall. revert to the grantoi:-a and 

theit>, hdre) .:-

1. ~he party ot the 1eoond pa~t, ~or 1taelt and it• 

aucceaaors and auigns, anwnu, (and. agi'eeia to :1.ndem~ity and save 

hArml.ess, and keep toHver indemnified and saved har111le.u, the 

parties ot the t1rst part, and their heirs, exeoutwe, adminiatrat r•, 

euooesaors and assigns, tro111 anr and all loss, ooat, hurt, debt or 

datnage by rea.son of), any and all past, tre sent and tuiui-e taxes, 

olait11t, ~•strietione, reeervationa, pf1v1lesee, oonditiona, leaaea 

easements and enoumbranooa "1th l'eterenoe to ?X' attHUng th& 
I 

! 
.. I 

----~----. .. 7 
1, 

' . . :. 
,,.., .... 
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B. Said property hereby given, grante4 or oonvey d 

shall be ue:ed A8 A OOlllllunity house and l)Ublio pa.1'k to'Z' the p$1'8nn.1 l 

and to1t1porar1 reoidqnta ot the Town ot Ji't'uitl&n4 '•rk, ('with the 

:t>ight in the grantore, thei,t' heli-11 and a.aaigns to use the biild.• 

ing en- buildings on eaid propert~, and the grounds appu~tenant 

th91'eto, to'l' their own entertain111&nt pur.poeea, Jll'OVidecl that su.oh 

uee does not oontliot with Pl'evioualy eomiduled meetins• ~ event• 

on the pt-eldiau) .. 

a. Th& ·grantore, and their hei't-e, exeoutOt'e, ad.minis 

tJ'ators, euooe&11ors and auigna, shall have tull and exolul!live 

l'ights 0£ ownerahip and uee ot, and f'Ull title to, any .nd all 
and other 

wells, watel'a, water supply, ptpee, pu111pa,/eq\tl.plllbnt apl)Ul'tena.nt 

to said water IIUPP11, whioh are believed to be within the oontinee 

and Uinite or the etttip ot land hel'etot0tte m.ntioned u balns ex­

~epte4 fl!om this grant, to auoh extent aa the sani& ll!IJ.f in taot, 

and deapite said bel1et, be on, under, aoross, above, over, or 

along the granted premises he~ototOl'e deaor1bed b7 metes and bound • 

S~id gl'antol'8, and theil' heir•, eBoutors, administrators, euooeos ~s 

and asaigns, and the nominee or nominees ot a.111 ot them, aball 

have the l'1ght at any and all t,eaeonable time• to enter upon said 

granted rrelllises tor the purpose ot 1napeot1ng, 111a1ntaln1ng, re­

newing, 'l.'e•lafing or r 'eplao,ing said wells, pump• and any and •11 

other equipment having to do with said welle Ol' 'watel' supply. 

•• The pa:rty ()f th& aeoond. part, toi- it,elt, and· 

1 ts aucoeaaor s and assign,, by its aooeptanoe of th18 deed, p1•omis 

ooveno.nte and agi.-ees to 1nd61nnlfy and •ave harml•••• and to keep 

torevex- tndemn;ttecl and saved har111leH, the gl'o.ntox-s, ancl their 

heirs, administrators, · suooeseors and aaaigns, ot and t,.,om any and 

all' el.aims, demands, eotione 1 causes ot a.oUon; suite, lou, ooat, 

h'IU't, debt or da.'IM.gee, and liabUitiea Ylbat•oevei-, both 1n l,aw 

.... 
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and Equity, ta, peitacnal injl.UT or property damage, . oauaed to 

th~ party ot the s~oond. part, o~ to anyone Wbomsoever, · b7 burst• 

ing pipes, or eeoiping water, or due in any way to th~ ·•lU.atenee 
the 

o~/atoreaaid well•, waters, water supply, pipes, pwnpa and other 

equipment riaw or herea.ttev al)Purtenant to ea1d. water aupply. 

B1 th~ execution and aooept,anoe ot this deed a.n agr e­

in&nt between Minnie R. Dwight and the Town ot lhtuitland Park, 

approved by the Town counoil at a regular tll3et1ng on MaJ 10, 194, 

'Whereby said Minnie Ro Dwight ag.r>e$d to oare tot' certain. :repa11'a 

to the buildings on the gl'anted pi>emisea; et oetetta, an4 said 

Town agreed to make certain exe~ptione, et cetera, 1a oanoe11ed 

and ma<le null and void. 

The oons1deration tor th1a deed i& lese than one 

hundr&d dolurs, (tioo.oo). 
IM WITHES~ WHEREOF, the said parties ot the first 

J)tlrt have hereunto s&t their hands and seal& on, or·aa ot, the 

day, date and 7•ar first above Witten. 

S161\&d,sealed~an4 delive~ed 
in t)he ppesence oft ,, .. 

,;,/ A • ,J;J.-.1 
.· -~ .. ~;A4;a4l //,(/.K4,;:Y(.•I ) • ,y;:,: 

,,;. '/ ' ) .{j_Lvv.l. 

. AstoW~ 
and. Dol'othy R • .J>d .gbt _ '· .• , 

'I' 

. , 
•' 

• I •• J 
• ,Ii I • ,. 
. . ; , 

, •! .H ) 
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Ut1nxt<Lftou:a. 

ftto ~=?;~ 
and·Agnu Ddght 

S'l'AR OF FLORIDA 
OOUlf~Y OP LAKE 

0 

I HEREBY OERTin that on this day, betOS'e 111$. IIU} 

ott~oer duly au.thoi'i!ed in the State ato~esaid and in the Oount7 

a.rwesaid to take aoknowledgmente, pereonally appeaHd MIBNXB n. 
DWIGHT, a w1~ow, to ~e known to be the person deeor1bed in Md who 

e.xeouted the t'ot-egoing 1n.etr11111$nt, and she aoknowl.edged befOl'& me 

that she executed the eaJ11e. 

WITNESS ~ hand and o1'1'1o1al seal in the County and 
✓ State la.st atOl'!Haid thia :.·<, .$"" ck day ot January, 

.,,. ~) ··:,) .,:__) 
<ra~:½ et· -.....,., 'f, ... 1-lc. 

,.? Notary Publio J · ) 
, State ot Florido at large 

•· My oomrn1tis1on expiro.s 
t-hh., '•\11~, Cl•I• ol fhM1 ••1 L413f. 
~y ....,,rt,!11 ~ 1lpl1u .HO\'OO;l»t I ~ ' 

(impreea. ~o~a~~a~ aoal)/ 

S'l'A'l'E Oll' WY/ Y<raf{"f"' j 
OOUNTl:' OP ~~Gj;";:a 

I HERBBY CER!l'IJ'Y that on th111 day, 't)etOl'8 Ille, an 

otfioer duly authorized in.the state atoreaald and in the Oount7 

aforesaid to take. aoknowudgmenta, pereonal11 appoued HEIBN DWIOH 

SOUOEFFIBR and OSOAR E, SOHOEFFLER, hett hueband, to me known to 

be the peHons deaoribed in and ,rho e.xaouted the toiiegotng inst~ nt, 

•nd they aoknowl&dged betol'~ II\& that they executed the HJlle, 

WITNESS my hand and o1'f1otd aeal 1.n the Oou.nty, and 

State last atoreaaid this - ~ 4 "T ✓day .9.f\1,J,ftT,!uall'f, 

stah or N 
My OOlllt!liaaiOn &XPif 

. . (ilif 
. •6• . 1- ·· ··•·•-----. 

' . • ·•· t 

·' ' '
1 

,,,, II ' '•• 
• • -✓~ \' JI' , '· ¥ '· 
./· · ·1• , . ✓. 

I 
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COJ4MONWBALTH OP MASSACHUSMTS 
OOUNTY OP JfAMJll)BN 

0 

I HER~ CBRTIFY that on tb1.s day~ betoi.-e ,lM!, an 

oftioer duly authorized in the oommonw•alth aforesaid and in the 

oount)" at'o1-uaid to take aoknov1ledg1nenh, pel'so.ndly :&PPO&l'ed 

LAURA DWIGHT LEWIS and RICHMOND LEWtB, her hueband, to me known to 

be the persons deaori.bed in and who executed "the tOl'egoing inntl'Ulrt nt, 

and they- aoknowl~dged betore/t8hat th,,- ex.~uted the ~all\8. · 

WITNBS8 lJ\Y hand and otrioial 11eal in the OoUnty-

and Collllllonwealth lut at'ore_s~·id. this- d.Ml'-01 ~~.... . {~y 
of January, A.D. 1960. 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSAOJlUru!lT'rS · 
OOUNTY OF HAMPDEN 

I BlilREBY CERTIFY that on this d.aJ, be tore, me, an 

otricer duly autho~ized in the Ooll!mOnwealth. ato~eea.id, a~d.1n th& 

count1 aforesaid to take aokno~ledgmenta, personall7· ~peare4 
' ' 

WILLIAM DYIIGH'l' and DOROTHY R. DWIGHT, hill wire, to me known to 

J 

be the persons ~sol'ibed in and. Who .executed th& toi;oegoing inatru .. 

ment, and they .a.oknowled.ged betcnoe me t.ha.t theJ e.xeoute<l the &IU!le• 

WlfNESS ~ hand and oftioial s~al in the Oounby . . ✓-
and oommonweal. th last atoruaid thh · - fwo, 'f.-ett. · "I'- · daf· . 

of J'anuarr, A.D. 1950. 

I ' 

•I 

' . , ,: ,,i, 
. oominonweal ' a, ~ta 

16f oonuni 
· ftlo ..1. 1·' 

Ci) , 

' ';,ti . 
! itup.i!~s 

• I •~I 

,. ·,'. . 
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OOMMONWEAL'?H OF NA88ACRUSE1'TS 
OOUNH OP HAMPDEN 

I O I .. ,. •O .. ,•- ,~,_.,.,, • ._ ~ --- p 

0 

I HlilREBt OBRTIP!' th4t on th.La dq, betwe, 1118 an 

ot'.t'icer d1.tly auth<>l'hed in the Co111111onwealth at'oi-eadd and in the 

Count," atol"esaid to take aoknowledgments, personally appea~ed 

HENRY DV/IOHT and AGHl!IS DWIGll'J!, ht.a wife, to me knoYt'n to be bhe 

pei-a,ona deeo1'1bed in and Who euouted the i'oregoins 1nati-wttent, 

and they aoknow~edged be:tol'e me tha:t they exeouted. the a.me• 

WITNlilaB fA1 hand and ottio1a1 seal in the Oount7 

and Ool11111onv,ealth last at'oi-uaid this - -fvie ,,J'f:,,t,.. - ··daJ 

ot Januaey, A,D. 1960. 

Notlll.'y Publio 

(1mptteu 

m~o IN rnE Off\CE Of rttf Cl(RK OF C:JRCUIT COURTr.:1~f.tR . 
_, I ... k .. ... 19 .I.it nECORl>rn l~DOOK,..S.?c{ .. ,,,PAC,, 

tf ~ ~ .,., ~,lAllf C0UtlfY, FLORIDA. R~CORC VERI.P'I f'!. l':J 

~ "J5(/'i(,,j.,d/ ClErtK CIRCUIT COURT 

. :., ___ J 
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'\'t,XB lJ{l)lfflTIJIIR, MlldO thiH 6th d.LW Of Ui.Y, A, », J. 21), bltWefln ~onuthM 

YaUH 01,~J.'ll, g:I' LeBttburg, Of t/10 Ooun;,y of T,11ke !Ind 8tuf,ft of F10J'irt11, •~n,;l Arilltu ll, ' 

W1UiAAtN, of tro Oit)' ot 0h10l\SO, County of oaok !ln4 8t1&te of !ll.lnoiH, 1&tt '1'l'11tttHH \In• 

ct.or tl'ofl t.liHt 'll'Ul K 1~ ,1c,~tu11111nt of Onorr,o 'I!, 01:~k, d11011uH11d, 1Kte 01 Fi'11it111.nd Ptu•k, 

Of tr.c1 Oount)' or 7Ako iu1d 8t11t.e of i'lo:ridu, p11.rtieri ot till fiJ111t ,:>•!l't, ,u,d w. a, DY1ig>it, 

of Holyoke, Oounw or W 1>1tl\ of l,!.Mttt4nh\lKOttft , ~II urty 01 tllll HOG td 

)!urt, WUJllllll!U'.(j\j 

~l'.AII, 1ttt,ill Oeorao 'I', 01,,rk, <1oea11,110d, 1:n h/.11 Hfetimo, m14<la unli ex~oueed hi11 l,ll.Ht 

VliH l'o.1d T<1Htwnont, 'o111.1l'in13 cw.tu \no 30th dllo)' of Oatob11r, A: D, l914, Wh:loh Will l'fUH 

thn;CAll.ftnr, nn ti'10 31th 4KY of JJ~roh, A, P, l9l.6, (lul.y U:l))lJ'O'l'Od u.nd 11dmitted to Pllobu.tlt 

in 111nd b}'
0 

Mo Oount)" J\1dso 1" 0011:tt of thn County of Luke in the Oti<te 01' '-'loridi., w~q:o­

b:,,, ~JMll(l otnn t.hiUd~. ij '\:llt ,111"04in 't', Ohl'l< ~on11titutod 11nd U.:Pl)OiM.ed tM H',dd Jon11-

thi\n Yll-tllH 0111rk 1111d Ari11tu. l3, '1/ilUlWII 1<nd Ida .ll, 01urk, 011 Huoh thnrnot :~H qu-.:dtied 

und t/1'11' HUOCIOHH01'tt, IUI '.h'UHt1rnH u.nd
0

11:r Hll.id LIi.Ht l'/Ul. Mn '?otttnmont, and rt.td t~re'by 

0111pOl'lor tl"oll tt11£<1 truttteeij to 116:>.l i,rna d111po11e of tl'\e :ro11.1 eHt:.,t0 \,e1ona1nu to tho Hdd 

tP.11t11ta:r u.t tt\11 t,i.'!19 of_ l'li» dei'.thJ Md wherouH Hl~id Idli ll, 0114l'.IC rtno11na11c1 I.I 'ldor 'tlle 

Haid. vlill 1\/)d fll8o~ad t,o tu.lie Urldtr tho 'lu.w, 'i".ld d 1d not ciuali1:,, O;L' tulc, IAH '\'rUHtoe, c 

:.1.nll tiiR HI\ id Jon11tMn Yute II <ll11rk '4Jld Ar l.Htll, TI, "Hl.tll/llll di~ CjUlil:lty 11.nd t.like /~H 'l'l'UH• 

tneH, 11 .. '\d !41'f now ti"~ duly ll\ltllified ,~nd o.,,ot 1116 trul!tOOI! 11ndt1' H1oi(I 11ut Willi 

".lO'II, 'Pt1'.lil~J•01tM, the 1111U Jontt.t,l\11.n Y ... tPH Ol,11,Jil< 11,rld Al'iHtll n. Vlil;1..t111~11, rut' Htt.id 

Tr1111tn11 1 by v:1.,:-tu• of tY•o po·11u• a/Id M.UtilDrit:,, to thlm giun in 11nd. by Haid.·U.ff't 1'/ill 

Ll/14 Te Htll,lllffnt I Ii.I! pin• t J.e H Of.' t ro Ur11t J:) U't I und for ti.I'll! in O Ol'IHidOX'(l.tion of t?\o H\1111 

ot .'1'wontyfti't-vo 111111drftCl Doll1u•,i (11271,)0,00) to t'r.em in Mnd PKid, 'o:,, tf.11 J.Mrty of tt.o 

"ooonO. l)llrt, '.tlOOil)t ~/1'01/BDf.' 1» )\ei:'•l'D)' 110l<J10Y/l.ftdged, do i;r101t, b'\J'lj~ll\, K&ll •I/Id oon­

VO)I' 11nto tho HM.111 Pl\llW of tl'lo ,ieoond p11rt, hiH )'18 ll'M !11\<\ """1anH forever, i<ll'. t.ile Hll.id 

t:r¼oi or p•11'CM
0

l g/ 11~'111 l!itUllt.~d in i;,io C01.1nt,:,, of 1,~e !Ind llh~R Of Flal'id,,, dOHOl,'ibed 

LIii foliOWHI lo Wits 

llaf!ill 11t ll po int. on ti'lo Nollth 1 ino of llarokl~Kn Strllfl t, 189 :to11 t Jllll.Ht 01' thn 

801.1th WaHt i,011nu of B1oo)c Twenw (20), Mcordi11Jl t,o ""' mup of ll'imitl11nd Par.Jc in 'l'awn• 

H~•!ll l~ itlntaert ( l.9) Soath l\14n(Sll 24 :R"ttt, HO0l:'ded in the ofUoe of tM Ole:" ot C il'• 

011it Oourt. 11t ll1.111~1l, 7lo:rtt1l\ , .ru1y 27, 195.2 11 1 run •.henoa North 178,3 t'eet tu tho 

8011t~er.ty lino of 1~1.1rGl 9t11oot1 tl'lnnoA w~11t 1110nu +,l'\e Boutl'lllr,.11 li'l1e of 1111·14 L11.11rel 

St.rnet 189 :t'o~t to 1'0H1 Stl'Bft~J tnenoe South ttlons t\\o "1~Ht line of. ll~He St1'nOt 178,3 

fett to t11e ~ort>t HM 11r noti,lo'nan IH,:a11t, thenon lh,Nt 189 foot to ti'\& t>lttoo or 'bonin• 

nine;, tot,:ethitr With ,nl i1111u•ovomontN theveon known uH "Tne 01111,.Sno", 111111 1411 pol1'•,0n1Al 

~1•~vtrtY ,111d oq1.tiJ,ll'f,6nt nov1 ir1 :,nd utllld in oonncotion w;Hl'\ thlt H~id 0KHino, inoludinl! 

llll t/111 GHtUtft, 1'1Sht, tit.tB, illtU'~flt, cl1dm '£••cl dot1r.~nd w~t.ttl)G\'OX' U,t :\l:IW or ir, A'll.litY 

v111,lor, ~llo ~Kid OaOll'(;j411 T, OlK,1'l!., llooo,111ed, h114 11,t tllfl 11ml Of ni H 111111.th~nd to the Hll1d. 

.Pi'6nliH• 11, 

'1'0 .nf,,\1/1 4)11) 'l'\l riOL1l t,.o H(j,111O 1111t0 t,i",a p:jrty of t:nn Henn.id ,1)1,1:r.'t, niH ht'ltl'll ,,na itH• 

1d.sntt farov;ir,· "''1 1\1111{ •~net iiftsotiYoly to till tntentH KIil! J)lll'l:iONet1 ill 1,1w "'" thAy;:the 

11tt1d p11,r~.\GH of t~ fir,,t J:) ~t,, mie;'rlt or oould. or ouell~ ~o HHll t'.nd oonv,,1{ trm tt,...,o, 

by ,,1:h10 of Hll. Id Lil Ht 'I/ill. a.111 TaHtf\lllont ILllOYtl l'OflH'X'Od to I 

SUi}JJ:C'l' 1 h()','/,W 1w,, TO ;'n!! )iOI,T,OWlllO l';lil/lL'lO~S .l\ltll co:rn1·~x<m8, 'ro 'II rt I 

--IL l'1ot l.d•i 0011poi:11,tl.u11, :<nc1 i ttt ~r>1ntee, of o'ot,dn 1ne: water for IL period or f lve il~IU'H 

tl'OM Y.O 19th di-L:,> af i:!tltO/\, A, :o. :\920, by OPP.'.tjj,UOn at ittt 01' 11111 O'Wtl Ull])Orlt18, or th' 
Wint\ n,111 now 1no41,tud. on thl! we11~ 11id.0 o.r t11.1id p1'AmiHitt, or tl',rou1:h OfM't 1,0 •or tr, eo'l• 

-. 
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noo+;ii,n WHil +,r<1 pl'R~Gnt pipe lino oanMctionH n<1w in11tu.l'-tlcl or throu11h ,nrnh Wl!. 
l in~ "" H>\Id noi•poi-,1t i:,n ,n,,y hCU'O"ft,u• in"tllll in 1411(1 11101'8 litl.'118 tH known ••H tllurel 

Hrlll &110 etroot,1 :In rl'uitl,,m\ ll11l'.lc, ~to,• l4od Hti:14 11orpor11~ion o-r H11 sr·,nteeH ou.nnot 

01:tt,1.!n 'It X'llll,HOnl\blR l\\tffH, Wu.tel' fol' )\otlll ,,nil O MIU' pro1,er pur.l)OffOM tlll'OUQI tl"4 Y/Jltel' 

p:i,~nt i\OW beinB Oj)tU'I\Wd :Ir, rruit11<nd Pu.rlq 

SIIICOJ;l:)1 lt :IN IU'lrtOJ'HtOo4 t "l'lll-t NW.id Off0l'68 f, Oll-l'l'k, 1.11te or !'ruit1.~.nC\ llKlll<, l'lO• 

1114:1. i unotod tr<1 lluildine: now on H&id p:romi11eH for UH8 H.H i.. 001111111111ity or olub hoUflO 

~ purpoll(! of 11.rtordins c itiunH or li'1:tli~l11r1d P1!rk 1111tl t~• ' \! ne ie:n'b<11•hood e11011.tor 

QX))lO)'t\1111t,y fo r l<l>\\ll1Qffl8Ylt, ontHJ't14int11Hr\t IHll'I HOOial l•> bhroour11e, 1:1t I< 11m11ll OOHt, >.t.1'1 <1 

5tinuoUMOO Of HUOh HOl'ViOOl 

liClW, 't'r.'!n:woa:c, in 001rnidor11,tion 01' th~ 11:rlllll J)U1'0hl\H8 pt' 1.0ll for Hllid .Pl'tr.liHeH, and 

a.H 1:1 oond~Uon runni'l/! with t·re lttnt1, tt 111 ~sreed "oetw1111n t;r,A Jrll'tif!11 ~et•eto t ·l'liit 11ey 

11001'<1 cl11"o 01 HOCie+.:,,, not fat profit, ors1~nizod lllll'HUllnt to the hwH of fn'l Hi!l+.e 

ot F1or.{rta, wH:n .1'1811dqu1Artertt 11,t ll'ruitlMd P1u•1< 1 -.nd nu~ r11atton1&'bl:,, o'bJ 11ot10:ui'ble tu 

tna BMrlt,ff~ i'lnl'~ ill, hill hr. irH or 111111 i,o',nH, H°Mll 1'011 r.llll 11\lll~ne; tl'IO l)U'~oll of "l;<U'ee 

)')•1r11 from thi1< <111tll, ht,va the pr1vilecie and apportuniW of purahY.1ti.ns ,m(1 tw<ins ov11r 

from tro c,:rirntote, hi" he/.r11 or 11.HH;lan", thn 111dd pre111i11e11 ror t"l'le UHtH ~n-& 1)1:r1,oiie11 

of 11uoh clull or ~ool.ot,y, :.1~ ti"(! l)J.'ioe o'f 0'-,-00,<lo .Pl.UH 01Ar:ryine, oi111,r5-,H fl'o!ll th:!H d~11t 

up to t,t,e <la+,11 o:r ).l1Jl'ai'l11.He tf;.ll'Oot, ill w11iah 011r.t',Yi11~ oh11:rs1u1 Ill"-\' 1111 inoludo!\ llltol/UHt 

011 Hu.id 11\lm or Q25'1lll,ll0 ut ttoe l'tlte ot 6~ J/l!r 1111,illt'II txorn ',l1:11f t111t11 1 inHurunoe premiu111H 

111,~d f:nr :ln11ur14nae U611,.in11t firo, buraliu•;- or tol'n11t10, t1Axe11 ,.rn<I lilllounti. 11x3>onded fo'l' 

llm 11'\t~. 1'8l)!iil'H, eto,, leHH, l'IOV/ct\'er, re~ei.[ltH l>y t,tlfl O'"(ll"l' from l'lllltij f;,r Hdd 

prem.he111 11.nd :l'urtn~r, tn,~t fO'l' tr~ Jwl'iod or th'Z'ae y111u111 tror~ tl'liff d11.te 1 unla1111 1+"011 

.~or. liOOiety hllK ileen UrB11lli?.e(\ IUld h\lK ♦,11l<en OVf.l' HUii?\ prom 1111111, Pl' iol' to the ex• 

11!.raHort ur. 1mirt 1>Al'iod, tm grunter. ne,rnin, 11111 h11U'H .iM fl.H1'1.:n11 >.1e;:ree to !llllitlt1dn 

Mt1 UHi! 11~/,d r1r11mi11011 IU1 ll OOl!ll!\Un it:," 01' olub l1011H8, 

J t iH f1trthel' \tlllhl'Htuod lllld "t:reatl ti\'lt HO 'Lan; 1111 ~i-e build,t •18 now a~ Hit\d !)1'91!1• 

iH(IH. :I.ti llHBrl U.H II GOl!llnllhit.)' 01' Ol,\.lb hoUM, 1."t Hh ... ll 'rJP. "4Ye:rt1Ha4 lll'ld known ~II · '''l'ho 

Ooo:re11 T • 0~1u-k On.H.lno II or ll'J.'l,11 . Goo:ri::11 T, 01i,rk' Olub ltPUHIJ, 11 

:rn vrz:mrnim W/1RH'1iOF, ti'\1! HU id puti1ln of ~II firHt' P•il't, l\H 7.'11UHtOCIII undeJ.' t,l'O 1,~Ht 

Will 11,nd. l'aitt~TIWl\t ot HK Jd Oeol'Sfl T, Clurlc 1l00811H8rt, MVO Nl'eunto Het tile it )\and.II 

11nll Hll1&l11, tM d1,y unrt yoHl' fil'Ht lol'boVt Wl'Hhn. 

lUtnnll, Hettlort IH\11 lln.1.l.vuoa 
ill t,118 prcHan:,o ot': 

1iov1i,.:rr\ 1', cltoHttll 

Lilly V, llodan 

11.1111 n. 0111:ioJc 

llrMlc 1-1, V/)\i tnHY 

GfA1'J', rJ:i' lLJ,ll·IOIS, 

JonutMn Yuten 01urk 

Ar iHtll B, \'/11.lin~ 

An TrilHtlJOH undft;r the ~l\Ht v,u1. >.<nd 1'eHt(4• 
tcutnt of 01'10l'64 T,, Cltll'k I :OGCijll.HO(\, 

98 
COUNTY ~r COOK, 

l li,~10Y C'~'?IJ'Y ti'l~t on t)1111 th1y l11J1'1101111,lly 11p~11,r1t1l b(lfore 

11\0, c~n OffiOor rluJ,y ""uthorized ~o adminhttllJ' o••~i",H •-111~ t111t:e •1olc110wJ,ddament11, Ari1ttil. 

D, "11lli'lllltl, '~" TtllHtAA unclRr ti'le L11.11t. Will 11.nd T,111tM11nt of 9cor1111 'I', Cl1!tl:, cleocuHed, 

to mt well llnown t~ ho tl'le i,11l'Kon doucl'ibed tn rind who exoout~d tM fot11goirle,: dood,ancl 

n.oknawl.ed13at1 tr.11.t )\fl l!lCSOUte<I the Kllt18 11,H 11uah Tl'Ulltllfl I freely 11,nll vol11nti~i-11:,, for 

the ,llm'1~,"~" thu•oiii expreHKad, 

V/r.t'Hl!:Sil 111:,, h<,na u.nrt offl(,Jil,tJ. 011"l, •~t Cnioai:o, in ~"M Oo1111t:,r of' Cook 11.nd 8t11.to of 

llUnoiH, tMH l2th f\llY of )!I¼)', fl., 0, 1920, 

KOWKrd P, o~~tte, 

1-loti;t:, l'n'ol 1o 

V" 

V 



0 

OT,\'('11) Ull' :4'!.011 ll)A1 

OOIJll'l'Y 01' r,&KJIJ, 
X i1.l r~b.)' ocu•tir:,, t/\'Lt on t'r1i1t cl11.y ).)U'Hon11l).~' 14J)l)e4'l'41cl b11for11 

em, 11n o:t'fioor di.I"&' 11.utnori~d to 1,1dmin IHtor O'lti'lij 11nd t•<ko HOkno•.,1ed15111011t.i, Jon.,.thM 

Yllt8H Cl\lrlc, ·1H 'l'r11Htee unc\<1z, bre L11Mt V/ill Md 1'sHt11mont or Gnorse 'l', cimik, di,a1t• 

11004., +.o 11P wsl1 kno11111 ta b11 the p11:r11on deHorJ\lo(I in MIi vmo ""ooutvd tl\ft 1'ore150:l1111 

dta4 1 1111!!. u.okno11l.11dgocl tl'lllt hfl 11:icooutec\ t·nu Htlf/111 1111 tNoh TruHtfl~, treel,Y ••nd vo1unt11,r­

ilf., for t. ' O p11r11n"e" tl'lu•oin exprsHHecl, 

1'1%'1'11~911 my hl\lld 1/,1\d otfio i•Jl H8Ul thitl 17th c\iq of ~,.., /1., J), 1920, 11t LftOHburs, 

in the Oount,)' of LUke, ""d St~to of r10I"id11, 

II, Ii', ie, Coolie 

notMY l'U'bl.io etuto at li'lor l4u., 

My OC!l?!liHHion oxpil'GN }IK1'0h 12, 1~22, 

PlUd for l'UQOi'd U:.,)' 19, 1920 11./ld 1 certify ti'l'l.t t~ 1'0l'fSOillS iH M true 11,n.(! CIOrJ'eOi 

oow ot t:no orA."inu.l, 

ThlS rtll~l1.'1'11l\lll, mu.d4 t•niH 19th dii,Y 01 Apdl, A, D, 1920 ll~l/'/Jl'lff (), H, 8lM1!£1,..,. 

ttl.' !l.nd llu.d.so It, 91i.Ul'htor,. hl.H ,,u:n, ot tne Co11nt:r ot ·Or"na)II ill i;N st~to of 11J.or.ill1.1, 

pu.r!ioH ot tM f..lrnt. p,.rt .. 1nfl w, l', nl)1t:t'At!I\ 1111<\ L, '.6. Ohllln',illl'H Ml'!d il'l'M, Clydo I.I, Jo"l'• 
d.on, of Mo 01.11111-tv of Mora11n in ti'e GtMtll of :>11~rs.tic., p~t.l.oH of tM Hooond i,11,rt, 

Wl'l':llS82fh, tr,11.t ~fl Hllid :iw,rt18H of tM fillHt :,·~rt, tor 11/\11 in 00nHid.u•11,tion o.f 
Hl~id-

tno H\lm of )'i\'O 1'1'°Utt11.nd (/i~ 1000,ll0) D;J1.l1trH, to enom in l'lKnd pMi1\ 'Ill ~nc/p.,.rti11» of 

tne nuciond Pl4l't, tflli :rco0ipt wre,:,tof iH Mrfl11y Mlrno1·1lortaod 1 h11v11 ffl'11nted, h11rs"inod 

Ml'.\ Hold to tf\o P"llt ien of tru, Htooncl p'o\Z't., tl11 ir 1'1!.!~" und 11.HHiSoH torov11r, tr,o :f'ol.­

low1•1s dO,HOl'ib1Ht llirH1, Hitutt$O, lYintl 1.l!Ta '01!1nG ;In tM Oolln~' i,t ~~· Bt11.tl7 of :no­
X'idu, to-wl.t 1 

~n und iv .ldi:d 011e-th.li'd intore11t .In • 

'l:ne M0rth•t11.01t .qui.rt.er (N~·) ·ot t,11e nol't:t1~011Ht qull.rtor (l'l!H•l of seot1on 1'nirt.y 

(30) ,1114 Lot n11m'llor one (1) of Snotion lHnateon (:i.9) To¥tnHhip IUsht•On (10) 8011th of 

l\lln~e 'l'wentf•Mi'X ( l!6) :ill11.11t, 11xo~pt "' Mt:t ip five ( 5) 01111,.!1111 w iclo l'Unn J.11~ Nor ~11 ""d 

South U.O~OHH Y/ll~b iji(le of both lOtll, oontM.ioir'lfi li'ol't,Y•n1ne (49) itoi;ett, fflOl'll Ol' leHH, 

~nd -tne Hit.Id ])IU't.lllH of "JIii rir11t p ·trt do herell}' fl.Illy V/11.l'J'l;f,l'lt ti-.e titl.11 to w•id :'v:1ncl, 

Md w.l.\). defend. tnil Hume ,.l'A:l.n"t tho lt1.wi'11l oid111q at Holl :p11l"s0t1H ,,non1110l!Yer, 

DI \VlT'n>t8B '1/IO!ll'\l?(J:i', the HI\Ld ))•1~thH of tne t'irHt. IMX't )'.\~-VB hff.VG\111\0 HIit theh• h11nd11 

,4nd ttliUlH t1lll "~ Hond ,YCIIU' fl.rMt ,.bovn w:riHen, 

!H1~84, Ho,~led u.nd 
in l)1'6HQl100 Dt UHJ 

K, ll, 01tnrt 

01 ive lHnk6:I. 

STA'rn: 011 r1.01un~, 

CDUll'l''( 01'' J,AllJI, 

0, 1,:, 8l1.1utMo J:' ( Bec~l) 

!Atid~e R, Bl1.111shter (8oal) 

l H'.!J.\1"1l':I' 01'ln'l'l1'Y, tl'l'<t on• tl'liij d:1y l)ftl'H0n11.Hy ~JlpHarort 1lefoT~ me, 

M offioer rt\ll.)' 1',lltr.ot,1.?.llcl to u.4m11111lt~I:' p•4~tlll cm~ t•.~)<;11 ~OkllOwi11d/jlllent11, 0, !{, $1"\.\Gh• 

-. 
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