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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATafEm" ( i f applicable) 

The Joseph Robbins House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. I t is significant as a rare Federal period, 
domestic survivor in the Osterville village center area, for associations with its 
original artist owner (including examples of his graining work), and as a good vernacular 
building from the Federal period. I t thus meets criteria A, B and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGUIFICANCE Describe important eurchitectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 

The Joseph Robbins House is a f u l l five bay Cape with center entry and chimney, enclosed 
by a gable roof. The entry has a multi-pane transom in conformance with the Federal 
period style, while the relatively high position of the roof reflects the later Greek 
Revival style. Windows are simple enframed and contain 6/6 sash. A narrow frieze is 
located beneath the cornice. 

HISTORICAL SIOIIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the developnient of the connunity. 
Joseph Robbins (1807-1888) was a skilled house painter who was versed in the fine art of 
"graining"; some of the doors in this house exhibit his technique, 
for having painted the figurehead for the U.S.S, 
to Capt. Joseph Adams, coastal master. 

Constitution. 
He was also noted 

The house later belonged 

BIBLIOGRAFHY and/or REFERENCES 

Barnstable County Atlasses. 1858, 1830, 1907. 
First Directory of Barnstable, Yarmouth and Dennis. 
Oral history: Charles Daniel via E. E. Clark. 

1895. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Robbins, Joseph, House (Barnstable MRA) 
Barnstable County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

[Zl resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CD owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review/: CH sample • request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
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REJECT 

LD appeal 
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see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
Jt—substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

Z Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

( m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

i m ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

CZl altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
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• original site 

moved date. 

• summary paragraph 
d l completeness 
• clarity 
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• dates 
• boundary selection 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
im completeness 
[Zl clarity 
[Z] applicable criteria 
• justification of areas checked 
O relating significance to the resource 
• context 
[Zl relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
[ • other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps ,,' b.;<ft,.,:s 
[Zl Photographs 
• other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

<;i,n.H ( k u J ^ A i f l ^ l a i / ) Date j ^ l Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for my item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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' . • • • > * • . 
NATKmL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
The Joseph Robbins House possesses integrity of design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling and association. I t is significant as a rare Federal period, 
domestic survivor in the Osterville village center area, for associations with its 
original artist owner (including examples of his graining work), and as a good vernacular 
building from the Federal period. I t thus meets criteria A and C of the National 
Register of Historic Places. • >. • .. . 
see also paragraph II under historical significance . ^_ 7. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGUIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the ooirnunity. 

The Joseph Robbins House is a ful l five bay Cape with center entry and chimney, enclosed 
by a gable roof. The entry has a multi-pane transom in conformance with the Federal 
period style, while the relatively high position of the roof reflects the later Greek 
Revival style. Windows are simple enframed and contain 6/6 sash. A narrow frieze is 
located beneath the cornice. 

• y y .v.- , a 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role cwners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the connunity. 
Joseph Robbins (1807-1888) was a skilled house painter who was versed in the fine art of 
"graining"; some of the doors in this house exhibit his technique. He was also noted 
for having painted the figurehead for the U.S.S. Constitution. The house later belonged 
to Capt. Joseph Adams, coastal master. 

Joseph Robbins appears as the owner of t h i s house on both the 1858 and 1880 County Atlases. 
During that time period the house was located on the south side of Main Street i n the heart 
of the v i l l a g e center just west of i t s intersection with Wianno Ave.(approx. parcel 102). 
By the time the 1907 County Atlas was published, i t had been incorporated into the adja­
cent estate of J.H. Crocker. In 1938 the house was moved to the north side of BAy Street 
on a parcel d i r e c t l y west of the v i l l a g e center and i n close proximity to i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e . 
The move i s i l l u s t r a t i v e of the mid-20th century trend which has eliminated the majority of 
hi s t o r i c buildings i n Osterville Center as well as almost a l l but commercial uses. Most of 
those 19th century buildings have been demolished or altered beyond recognition. The 
Robbins House i s a rare survivor, demonstrating the 19th century character of the vil l a g e 
center, and i t s 20th century destruction. I t meets c r i t e r i a A and C, and i t s period of 
significance i s cl820-1900. Because the l i f e of t h i s artisan painter, l i k e others associ­
ated with f o l k a r t s , i s not well documented, c r i t e r i o n B has been deleted although i t pro­
bably applies 

BIBLIOGRAFBY and/or REFEEIENCES 

Barnstable County Atlasses. 1858, 1830, 1907. . ; : ' ' 
First Directory of Barnstable, Yarmouth and Dennis. 1895. f 
Oral history: Charles Daniel via E. E. Clark. V, • 
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