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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pocatello, Idaho's 1907 Carnegie Library combines small size with
classical simplicity of form. It resembles a small Palladian
villa with its cruciform plan, raised basement, and pedimented
gable endings. The material is beige pressed brick with light
sandstone trim. The‘hipped roof rises slightly above the gabled
cross arms., Paired brick pilasters flank the arched entryway,

as well as the largé rectangular windows in the other facades.

The raised basement is only two feet below the sidewalk level,
giving the building an imposing height for a tﬁo—story structure;
this is also because the main reading and stack areas of the

library had fourteen-foot ceilings.

Pilasters are topped with stone triglyphs in the narrow frieze.
On the entry facade the words "Public Library" in appropriate

Roman letters identify the buildiné% original function.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 1907 Carnegie Library in Pocatello was the small railroad
town's first piece of classically inspired architecture. Its
Palladian forms are in striking contrast with the generally
medieval revival styles used in the rest of the early masonry
buildings which succeeded wooden shacks and primitive frame
structures. As the home of the county histosiégl society, it

has been successfully adgp%ed to museum use.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nommation is:

National State Local

The recommended

Merle W. Wells

Title i 1
Officer

Date May 23, 1973

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

FohorSlon Utt,,

Chief, Office of Archeology and toric Preservation
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Keeper éf The National Reg /er
Date 6 / é
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