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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

FCC Monitoring Station consisting of 200 total agres in one parcel
with one large two-story unpainkd brick and asbhalt-shingled building
with detached garage 2? similar construction, and with smaller auxili-
ary buildings nearby. * The origina} monitoring room contained 2000
square feet of floor space, and rooms for dormitories, kitchen, work-
shap, storage batteries, motor generator and switchboards were provided.
This building was constructed from plans and specifications prepared by
the Navy Department, Bureau of Yards and Docke with the ground breaking
in October 1927.% The original site comprised 50-acfessand was the -
first monitoring station constructed for the exclusive use of the. pre-
decessor of the Federal Communications Commission, namely, the Federal
 Radio Commission which was authorized in an act approved February 23,
927: 5 L «
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INSTRUCTIONS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

First United States Radio Monitoring Station and site, Construction

< completed in 1930 near the geographical center of the 48 contiguous
states. Transferred to the FCC by passage of the Communications Act of
1934 as part of President Roosevelt's "New Deal". At the time of the
construction of this building there were nine radio district headquarters
in various parts of the United States. At the present time there are 24
radio districts and 19 monitoring stations. In July 1911 there were two
radio inspectors, one in New York and one in San Francisco, who were
responsible for the inspettion of ship radio installations. These origi-
nal two inspectérs have increased until, at the present time, there are
approximately 420 employees of the Field Engineering Bureau who are con-
cerned with the various aspects of monitoring. Frequency coverage in
1927 extended from 10 to 30,000 KHz in contrast to the frequepcy range
today to more than 30,000,000 kHz. The latest figures in the Annual
Report to Congrees issued by the FCC shows that there are more than
7,948 broadcast stations (radio and TV), 1,745,709 stations (using
8,858,222 licensed transmitters) in the Safety and Speial Radio Services
2,523 CATV systems in addition to the telephone and telegraph facilities
which are under the jurisdiction of the Commission. In the past 20 years
it is estimated that transmitters in operation have increased more than
50 times.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National” [¥f State [ Local [

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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